
One Per Cent Art 
Margaret Valiant is fond of saying 

that the richness of a city's culture 
can be correlated to the number of 
its municipal fountains. If this is 
true, then does the new civic fountain 
reflect a growing cultural awareness 
in Memphis? Perhaps it does, but the 
fountain, like all our civic art, is 
fortuitous. Civic art is just an attrac
tive (sometimes not so attractive) an
cillary to projects of the various 
departments of city government. 
Planning in art is non-existent in 
Memphis. 

Memphis needs a program with the 
express purpose of expanding the 
visual arts and of encouraging and 
employing the city's artists to create 
art for public places. If the dubious 
citizens need a model to mimic, 
then gaze in amazement at Seattle. 
In the three years since its inception, 
the Seattle Arts Program has helped 
create 18 public arts projects with 
over 100 individual works produced 
by more than 60 artists. Those figures, 
as impressive as they are, fail to mea
sure the civic pride and economic 
rewards that have been generated by 
the program. Indeed, the visual and 
aesthetic environment has been en
hanced along with the well-being of 
the people of Seattle. 

The solution to the problem is 
found in the commitment of money. 

Media-Ogre 
HERE'S TO THE RECORD 

On November 20, 1976, the Com
mercial Appeal printed a correction: 

It was reported in Wednesday's edi
tion of The Commercial Appeal 
that two former United States Trans
portation secretaries, John Volpe and 
Claude S. Brinegar, left office without 
ruling on the Overton Park express
way dispute. 

Volpe ruled by suggesting alterna
tives to the park routing, though he 
did not choose an alternative. 

Brinegar then inherited the case, and, 
like Volpe, said he did not approve of 
an open, depressed highway through 
the park. He, too, left office by 
recommending alternatives without 
choosing a specific route. 
Unfortunately the "correction" is 

just as misleading as the original 
statements. On January 19, 1973, 
Volpe did not rule by suggesting 
alternatives. He wrote, "I find that 
and Interstate Highway as proposed 
by the State through Overton Park 
cannot be approved." That was the 
ruling; he then suggested six alterna
tives which the State could consider 
in its next application for Federal 
approval: 

1. 1-240 combined with street im
provements, 

2. L & N railroad corridor, 

Paper Waste 
The community paper recycling 

program that flourished last spring 
with the cooperation of the City 
Beautiful agency, is dormant now. 

City Beautiful earlier last year 
placed the recycle bins on gas station 
lots in various points of the city. They 
removed the bins from the Exxon 
stations this summer, at the request of 
an Exxon official. The problem, 
according to several station managers, 
was that the program worked, but the 
maintenance promised by City Beauti
ful didn't. 

"We had that paper flying all over 
the place here," one Exxon manager 

The Seattle program is funded by 1% 
of the City's capital improvements 
budget. This public arts fund is ad
ministered by a Municipal Arts 
Commission in accordance with a 
comprehensive Municipal Arts Plan. 
Members of the Commission act 
from the premise that art is a daily 
public need and not simply a luxury 
of the few who can afford it. 

VOLUME III, NUMBER 25 
DECEMBER 9,1976 

The Commission has a specific 
procedure to follow in the selection 
of a project. An Artist Resource 
Registry contains a file of photo
graphs depicting the works of the 
city's artists. Before a work is 
selected, the Commission consults the 
Registry; thus favoritism due to 
personality or reputation is mini
mized and aesthetic considerations 
are maximized. 

Humor Hits Bluff 

Continuing public arts programs 
have proved highly successful in 
San Francisco and Baltimore, as 
well as Seattle. They are all but an 
amplification of Ms Valiant's pro
position: the quality of a city's 
culture can be gauged· by its con
tinuous and planned commitment 
to public art. 

If you are interested in more in
formation or in discussing a similar 
program in Memphis, contact me 
at P. 0. Box 3570, Memphis, 38103. 

-Don Donati 

As I was about to enter the Seed 
health food. store the other day, I 
was stopped short by a proclamation 
taped to the door announcing that 
the Buffoon was available inside. 
I entered half expecting to find some 
piebald fool jesting and capering 
amidst the wheat germ and yogurt, 
toes and dogeared cap jingling merrily. 
Instead, what I found besides wheat 
germ and yogurt was a monthly 
tabloid published in Memphis by 
Full Court Press and appropriately 
dubbed the Bluff Town Buffoon. 

The Buffoon is a sometimes clever, 
sometimes insipid parody of the 
average daily newspaper. Its feature 
stories /are pseudo-serious scenarios 
based on topical events and presented 
in exemplary journalese. They adhere 
closely to fact but have a whimsical, 
if not bizarre, twist. For example, 
the headline for one-half of the No
vember issue announced: "Carter 
Claims Victory In Record Low 

3. Development of mass transit, Turnout; Ford Shoots Self.". The 
4. Any combination of the above, story relates a realistic and reasonably 
5. A tunnel design through the park, accurate account of the election 
6. Not to build 1-40 at all. complete with maps, polls, analysis 

It was not incu~bent on Volpe to of voting patterns and the Ford 
choo~e an alte~nattve but on t~7. Stat~. suicide. It is not such an absurd 

Brmes,~ dtd not then mh~nt --scenario considering- the mueh pub-
the case ; rather the State reappllea licized emotional stake which Ford 
for Federal approval and aid. On Janu- had in winning and his deep des-
ary 31, 197~, he wrote, "With respect pondence after defeat. I say that the 
to the States current proposals, I be- headline was for one-half of the No-
lieve, as did Se~retary Volpe, that the vember issue because it is really two 
open cut destgn through Overton issues in one. In an apparent attempt 
Park. cannot ~e approved under to avoid committing a journalistic 
apphcable law. , He recom~ended gaffe similar to that committed in 
t~a~ the State s re~valuatton be 1948 by a prominent newspaper 
lumted to three alternatives: which proclaimed Dewey the victor 

1. A cut and cover tunnel through over Truman the Buffoon cleverly 
the Park, ' 

2. A cut and cover tunnel under 
North Parkway, 

coppered its bet by running an alter
native scenario in which Ford defeats 
Carter. 

In addition to its feature stories, 
the Buffoon offers a medical-advice 
column, a women's column, letters, 
television news, a television program 
guide and a classified section. But, 
while these sections are sometimes 
humorous, they are not consistently 
so and lapse at times into vulgar and 
banal word play, perhaps the result 
of a small staff trying to maintain 
the same level of humor over too long 
a stretch. 

The creator and editor of the 
Buffoon is Gordon Alexander, who 
with associate editor and co-founder 
Tom O'Neil does most of the writing. 
He is a former student at the Memphis 
Academy of Arts and a Memphian by 
way of Jackson, Mississippi and New. 
York City. He describes the Buffoon 
as an effort, growing out of a 
long-time interest in politics and 
satire (which he calls the purest form 
of humor), to establish in Memphis a 
high quality periodical of social 
and political satire dedicated to 
making people laugh. 

Between three thousand and 
thirty-five hundred eopies are printed 
each month, and sold for thirty-five 
cents each in record shops, book 
stores, contemporary clothing stores, 
and paraphernalia shops in Memphis, 
Clarkesdale, and Oxford. They claim 
about one hundred subscribers, in
cluding readers in New York, Phoenix 
and Cincinnati. The December issue 
will be a special, anniversary edition 
featuring the best of the Buffoon. 

- Harry Sayle 

3. Low capital transit and arterial 
street improvements. 

It is up to the State to prepare 
an alternative to comply with Federal 
laws. It has never been the responsibil
ity of any Federal Secretary ofTrans
portation to choose a route from 
alternative suggestions. The Secre
tary's job is to approve or disapprove 
the State's proposal. 

Two Dudes From Como 

The Commercial Appeal considers 
itself aJ' ournal of record, a self-image 
which lows it to report the minutiae 
of daily events without having to ex
plicate them. - P. Waters 

in Midtown said. "I thought the paper 
recycling idea was real good, but if 
you don't do something with it the 
paper just gets out of hand." The 
bins did not have lids, he said. And 
they were not emptied as promised 
by the City, according to the 
managers. 
· The City's bins were quietly hauled 
in and the its participation as quietly 
ceased. But several community groups 
have expressed interest in reinstating 
the recycle program, with or without 
the City's aid. The Sierra Club has 
appointed a special committee to 
develop a community recycle pro
gram. 

- T. H. Barker 

William Shakespeare was one of the 
early song-and-dance men, as he often 
stopped the plot for a lyrical interlude. 

A lively version of a Shakespeare 
comedy is the current attraction at 
Playhouse on the Square, where a 
rowdy, racy and thoroughly cheerful 
musical adaptation of Two Gentle
men of Verona is the company's 
third production of the pr~sent 
season. 

No attempt has been made to get 
all of the original play transformed 
into a manageable evening. What 
has been done is a marvel of tele
scoping the Bard's heavy plot of 
young love turned fickle, damsels in 
disguise and the tying of various 
romantic knots. John Guare and Mel 
Shapiro have adapted and condensed 
the play, as well as adding contem
porary modes of expression, making 
Verona and Milan as accessible as 
Memphis and Millington. Guare's 
lyrics alternate between touching and 
raucous. Galt McDermot's score has a 
strong strain of soft rock, in addition 
to hitting the bases of sentimental 
love songs, soul sounds and the Latin 
American idiom. 

Director-choreographer Christopher 

Cox has staged the work as an antic 
romp, keeping the action highly fluid. 
His fortunate choice of principals is 
reflected in the exciting performances 
he has gotten from Craig Graeler and 
LeRoi Henderson in the title roles, 
Angee Cockroft as Julia, Dianne 
Collins as Silvia, Darryl Smith as 
Lucetta and Harold Gentry as the 
Duke. 

Giving strong support are Ken 
Miller as Launce and a wonderful 
scene-stealing dog named Crab, with 
whom Miller has several scenes. It is 
to his credit that Miller holds his 
own with Crab, but the odds could 
shift, since the dog is obviously a 
born star. 

The production has two genuine 
show-stoppers in Miss Collins' and 
Henderson's "Night Letter" and 
"Chica Boom," a rowdy parody of the 
Carmen Miranda school of garbled 
linguistics. 

Two Gentlemen of Verona is a 
sassy, downtown-in-the-city kind of 
show, one that makes lightheaded fun 
its closest and most enjoyable com
panion. It runs through December 
19. 

- Howell Pearre 



Neighborhoods 
IT'S TIME FOR COALITION 

Know what we need? We need a 
coalition of all the various non-profit 
community groups functioning within 
the center city of Memphis. 

What if this coalition could in
corporate as the Center City Council, 
a citizens' counterpart to the pro
posed Center City Commission? 
Membership would be drawn from 
a defmed geographical area, and 
some reasonable membership fee 
would probably be required to 
start an operating capital fund. 
Then each organization would send 
it~ delegate to regularly scheduled 
meetings to discuss common pro
blems and initiate group projects. 

Why create such an animal? For 
one reason, the center city com
munities need some form of inter
organizational communications and 
cooperation. The advantages of such a 
coalition should persuade reluctants: 
broad area-wide programs could be 
implemented, possibly with greater 
state and federal assistance; a trade-off 
of ideas and techniques to meet 
common objectives would be facili
tated; and a powerful voice for our 
commumtles would be established 
which could not be denied prompt 
attention. 

Neighbors are interdependent: one 
cannot logically be sacrificed for the 
benefit of the other. Failure to join 

forces for fear of losing the integrity 
or autonomy of one's district or or
ganization could eventually retard 
the objectives of every center city 
community. 

If you represent a center city 
community-oriented organization and 
think the time has come for a mature 
center city alliance, please write to 
Front Street Arts at P. 0. Box 3570, 
38103. We'll try to set up a meeting 
of all interested parties and send you 
notification of all related activities. 

- Gerald Murley, Jr. 

GOT A MESSAGE: an ad 1" x 2.5" 
will set you back only $4.50 per issue. 
Center City must average one page of ad
vertisements for every three pages of ar
ticles, calendar listings, etc. to break even. 

EXCITING APARTMENTS 
River View I Mid-America Mall 

The Tower, 527-6331 
Mrs. Jolley, Resident Manager 

Mana~ed by The GALBREATH CO., Inc. 

MEMPHIS CITY COMICS 

Comic books bought and sold 

Large selction of old & new comics, 
movie posters, fantasy and 

nostalgia items 

1249 Wells Ville Road 
682-9426 

Never try to teach a pig to sing. 

it wastes your time and it annoys the pig. 

9 NORTH THIRD STREET 
MEMPHIS, TENNESSEE 38103 

19011 525-0516 
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We're going to take a brief holiday; we'll 
be back January 20. Copy for that issue 
(a 4-pager) must be in by January 10. 

• 

Limited Edition Prints by 
BRAD McMILLAN 

Satiric & Comic Views of 
Doctors, Lawyers, Cat 
Lovers and Dog Lovers. 

2075 Madison #9 

Two New Prints: 
The P & H Cafe & The Plant Lovers 

-II, Ill!' II.' 7~11/( 
ART SUPPLY & 
FRAMING CO. 

(SINCE 1113! 

Mon. thru Fri. 

a. Saturday 

8:30-S p.m. 

THE STERICK BUILDING 
HAS 

ALDRICH & ASSOCIATES 

SUITE 2607 

STERICK BUILDING 

GALLAGHER PROPERTY 
MANAGEMENT COMPANY 

11 OS Sterick Building 
8 N. Third Street 
(901) 526-3175 

Diamonds Sold 
& Remounted 

All Typ81J of Rep11irs 

ACCUTRON REPAIRS 

CHARLESW. COSTELLO, JR. 
JEWELERS 

STERICK BUILDING LOBBY 
526-7880 

GREEN EARTH 
GARDEN CENTER 

Bulk Garden Seed, Feed, Lawn 
& Garden Supplies 

"Growing with Bartlett" 

5512 Stage Road/Bartlett, Tenn. 
Phone 382-1810 

planned parenthood~ 
for ~ 

MALES and FEMALES 
who want 

Complete Personalized Medical Care 
for 

FAMILY PLANNING 
{901) 525-0591 

Planning because YOU care. 

~\\\os' 726-6075 

2021 Madison Avenue 
Open 11 a.m. till 11 p.m. 
Monday through Friday 

Open Saturday 5 till11 :30 p.m. 
Closed Sunday 

Famous Greek Food 
Pastichio, Mousaka & Baklava 

/ 

ear1hy ~liQlts 
EXHIBITS 

SOUTHWEST STARVING ARTIST 
GROUP - Cook Convention Center 

December 19-Room M-10-5 p.m. 
TELEVISTA PROJECTS PRESENTS 
- Union Planters Bank - lobby* 
Through January 3 - Forty-two 
photographs by Mike Disfarmer -
portraits of Heber Springs, Arkansas 
(1939-46) 

MUSIC & DANCE 
MEMPHIS BALLET & SYMPHONY 
-Dixon-Myers Hall 
December 18 (8:30p.m.) & 19 (3 p.m.) 
-'The Nutcracker" 

FILM 
LYCEUM FILM THEATRE-7:30p.m. 
-First National Bank auditorium 

December 14- 'Born Yesterday' 
December 21- 'The Third Man' 
December 28- 'Holiday' 

FRIDAY FLICS - 4 & 7:15 p.m. 
- Peabody Library auditorium* 

December 17 - 'Magic of Walt 
Disney World,' 'Of Cats and Men' 
& 'Pluto's Christmas Tree' 

THEATRE 
CIRCUIT PLAYHOUSE 

Through January 9 - 'Clarence 
Darrow' by Allen Mullikin 
New Year's Eve - 'Clarence Darrow' 
at 8:30 p.m. followed by live music, 
dancing, food, drink (setups, BYOB) 
and champagne - Call 726-5521 
for reservations. 

CHRISTIAN BROTHERS COLLEGE 
December 10-12 - 'The Hasty 
Heart'- 8 p.m., plus matinee on 12th 

*FREE 

QUALITY COLLECTIONS OF 

STAMPS 
COINS 

WANTED I 
Top Cash Price Paid for Your Collection 

or Accumulation. 

GEORGE BRYAN 
9 North Third 525-0516 

After 7 P.M. Call 
358-3011 

SA VARIN'S 

HOME OF THE MEMPHIS BLUES 

FEATURING: 
Big Sam The Piano Man and Owen Bradshaw The Smooth Sax 

Nightly 8:30P.M. to 1:00 A.M., Monday through Saturday 

SERVING: 
The Most Delicious Charcoal Barbecued Ribs, BBQ Sandwiches 

& Plates To Be Found Anywhere 

OPEN For Lunches Daily at 11 A.M. 
HAPPY HOUR 4 to 7 P.M.- FREE Snacks & REDUCED 

Beer Prices- MICHELOEB ON TAP 

FOOD PREPARED FOR YOUR HOME PARTIES 

Sundays: Room Available For Private Parties - Have Your 
Own Party In Privacy 

LOCATED DOWNTOWN UNDER THE MALL 
In November 6th St. Alley Between Main and Second 

Just Off Monroe 

FOR MORE INFO Call Marti, Paul, or Lov Savarin 
at 525-9395 or 522-1180 


