
At the desk of the Hot l Baltimore 
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Circuit Checks In At The 
Hot I King Cotton 

Downtown Memphis has 15 new 
friends. 

They're a quiet, unobtrusive lot. 
And they've been sneaking in and 
out of Downtown Memphis for the 
past two months, mostly at night, 
working tirelessly at their craft and 
getting to know Downtown people 
at the same time. 

They're the eight men and seven 
women who make up the cast of 
"The Hot 1 Baltimore," the ambitious 
project of Circuit Playhouse, which 
opened February 27 in the lobby 
of the old King Cotton Hotel. 

It was almost five years ago that 
Jackie Nichols, Circuit's general man
ager and founder, dreamed up the 
idea of staging Lanford Wilson's 

Broadway hit in the actual lobby 
of a Downtown hotel. It may very 
well turn out to be the ultimate in 
environmental theater. 

"Environmental theater is a way of 
establishing full communication with 
your audience," explained actress 
Patty Mayer. "In this case, it's going 
to the extreme to make the audience 
feel as though they're in a real hotel." 

Director Gene Wilkins and his cast 
have planned each detail carefully 
to maintain that illusion. When 
entering the lobby, patrons walk up 
to the hotel desk and hand their 
tickets to a character in the play. 
Ushers, disguised as bellboys, show 
the audience to their seats. 

"We want to give them as much to 

Circuit players rehearse scene in King Cotton's lobby 

relate to as possible," Mayer ex
plained. 

The once-vacant lobby of the King 
Cotton has suddenly become the 
lobby of the slightly rundown, de
finitely disreputable Hotel Baltimore, 
complete with huge, red overstuffed 
chairs, and Art Deco tables and 
mirrors, obtained from the Malco 
Theater. A 1930's telephone switch
board, an essential prop in the play, 
was found by actor Vincent Astor 
in the basement of South Central 
Bell. 

Those members of the audience 
who might remember how an old 
switchboard actually works aren't 
going to be disappointed. Actor 
Eric Bethancourt, who used to oper
ate a similar hotel swit~hboard in 
Hammond, Louisiana, is practicing 
hard these days to make sure that 
no one catches any errors. 

"You know, in many ways this is 
a very sad play," actress Martine 
Collier said. "The hotel is ready for 
the bulldozer and none of the resi
dents really have any place to go." 

The sad parallels between the Hotel 
R_~ltimore's fate .wd -that .. of many 
Downtown buildings is obvious 
enough. But actually working Down
town has forced some of the cast to 
rethink their ideas about the area 
and its people. 

"They're wonderful," Martine 
Collier said. 

Patty Mayer agrees. "The people 
who live and work down here really 
like Downtown And they can't 
seem to understand why some other 
people hate the place. When we intro
duce ourselves, they want to know 
all about us. They're happy to see 
someone here, fihally paying some 
attention to Downtown." 

Getting to know the area's res
dents, in some cases, has helped 
the actors grasp the feelings of charac
ters from the Hotel Baltimore, all of 
whom are faced with the prospect 
of homelessness. 

"There's a man down here who 
runs a restaurant," Mayer said. 
"Sometimes we go there for coffee 
after rehearsal. He told us he used 
to live in the King Cotton-he saw 
it decline from a high class hotel to 
some thing less than high class. 

"But you know something? He 
doesn't remember the bad parts. 
He just remembers what a nice staff 
the hotel had and how good the ser
vice was. He still loves this place." 

The usually quiet comer of Front 
and Jefferson is now alive with 
activity. A marquee designed by 
Memphis artist Ron Pekar, and 
complete with a flickering 'e,' wel
comes prospective guests. 

The Hot 1 Baltimore is open for 
business. 

-].Roper 
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Dollar l\bes Leave 
City Groping 

Today one fact seems self-evident 
in the affairs of city government: 
Memphis needs more operating capi
tal. During the past election campaign 
nearly every candidate proposed a 
panacea for reforming the present 
revenue gathering system. Some candi
dates were infatuated with the sim
plistic idea of a race track, while 
others suggested reforms in the pro
perty tax. But all seemed to agree 
that the city must find more money. 

FISCAL CRISIS 
The fiscal crisis at Memphis Area 

Transit Authority and the projected 
city deficit are daily reminders of our 
financial problems. The scarcity of 
revenue is likely to persist. And a 
more ominous problem may be on 
the horizon. During the past few years 
the city has grown increasingly 
dependent on temporary federal 
monies to balance its operating· 
budget. _________ _ 

This diverting of federal revenue 
sharing funds from the capital im
provements budget to the operating 
budget frightens Council Chairman 
Alissandratos. 

"I am alarmed that almost ten 
percent of our operating budget 
is in federal revenue sharing funds 
which are of a temporary nature. 
We have only a commitment from 
Congress that they will be available 
through December 31, 1976," says 
Alissandratos. He explains that the 
federal money was "like manna 
from heaven" and when it ends the 
city will have to fend for itself. 

By state law Memphis is required 
to annually balance its budget. So, 
when and if the "manna" from 
Washington cease to flow, the city 
will have to find ten percent more 
revenue just to maintain the present 
level of basic services. Finding such 
revenue would undoubtedly require 
a sizeable increase in our already 
overworked and limited tax system. 

HRE~RESSIVE" HANTIQUATED" 
"INELASTIC" 

Lewis Donelson, a former Council
man and an expert on taxatio~, des
cribes our tax system as "the most 
regressive tax system of any southern 
city or state." Memphis is severely re
stricted in its. ability to raise revenue, 
"The city's power to tax is based up
on the authority granted to it by the 
state," explains Donelson. "Memphis 
really has only two areas of taxation 
in which it has ·real latitude. One is 
the property tax which it can raise 
and the other is in the area of fees 
that it can charge for services ... ," 
he says. 

(Continued on page 2) 
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Southwestern Gets 
'Dilemma' Ready 

The theme of this year's Dilemma 
program is "Fabric of the People" and 
a variety of events axe planned from 
music and science to politics and his
tory. This has been designated a 
Bicentennial Event by the- Memphis 
Bicentennial Commission. 

The program begins with a "Salute 
to Memphis Musicians" with perform
ances by Furry Lewis, Alek Chilton, 
Sid Selvidge, Jim Dickinson, Paul 
Craft, Dan Penn and the Fannie 
Clark Singers. Blues, Bluegrass, 
Country -Rock and Gospel axe all 
represented. 

Peter Taylor, former Southwestern 
student and writer-in-residence at the 
University of Virginia, will be reading 
selections from his short stories. Eric 
Lincoln, chairman of Religious Stu
dies at Fisk, will speak concerning 
Black sociology. LaDonna Harris, 
Comanche Indian and member of 
the Women's Political Caucus, will 
take a break from her husband's 
presidential campaign to speak. 
Also speaking will be Norman 
Cousins, for 30 years editor of The 
Saturday Review. James Kingsbury, 
Director of Space and Engineering 
at NASA, will talk on "Space: Its 
products and promises" (with a slide 
presentation); he will also discuss 
his special interest, solar energy. 

· Representing the press will be 
Seymour Hersh, an investigative 
reporter for the New York Times who 
broke the My Lai massacre story and 
subsequently won the Pulitzer Prize. 
His recent reporting has been con
cerned with the CIA's domestic 
spying. Senator William Proxmire 
of the Senate Banking Committee 
is the last speaker. A graduate of 
Harvard Business School, he is par
ticularly involved with this nation's 
fiscal policies. He also has the dis
tinction of not missing a Senate 
roll call since 1966. 

Tickets for the entire weekend 
(March 4-6) may be purchased 
at the door: adults, $3.00 and 
non-Southwestern students, $2.00. 
(For the schedule of events see 
the EARTHLY DELIGHTS on page 
4.) -P. Waters 

On The Air 

WKNO-TV FESTIVAL '76 

WKNO Channel 10 has plan
ned a brilliant series of programs 
for its Festival '76, March 7-21. 
WKNO has been broadcasting 
free non-commercial television 
since 1956. To continue its high 
quality WKNO depends on com
munity funding, hence Festival 
'7 6 offers 2 weeks of specially 
scheduled programming struc
tured around the fund raising 
drive. 

Viewers can pledge by mail: 
WKNO, Box 80000, Memphis, 
38152, or directly on the air 
March 12-13 and 19-20. On 
March 21 (Sunday) from 5-6 and 
7-8 p.m. the Friends of WKNO 
will auction 25 original drawings 
from Color It Memphis. 

STATEMENT OF PURPOSE 

We, the publishers of Center City, consider the free communication 
of information and the open discussion of ideas to be essential factors 
in the cultural and economic development of Memphis' urban com
munities. Front Street Arts is a non-profit, tax-exempt org;mization 
dedicated to promoting the arts in Downtown Memphis; we have, 
therefore, taken on the task and responsibility of coordinating and 
distributing information and ideas in the modest form of this biweekly 
publication. 

Center City will continue to emphasize local events and views, 
conveying material which is usually unnoticed, neglected or under
stated by the area's mass media. Center City articles will be especially 
attentive of Midtown and Downtown individuals, organizations and 
activities, focusing on the arts, entertainment, citizens' groups, public 
policy making and personalities in these adjacent communities. 

The success and quality of Center City will depend greatly on the 
amount of written participation it can generate among its readers. We 
hope, in pursuing our objectives, to avoid public sermonizing, both 
editorially and on the contributing side. But the very concept of 
this periodical necessitates subjective judgement: we do not intend 
to camouflage styles and opinions in innocuous, or posed, indifference. 
However, we sincerely pledge our diligence in distinguishing com
mentary from the more critically approached material, and in offering 
a fair sounding to all. 

Lastly, it will be assumed by us that Center City readers axe in
telligent, urbane beings who can draw conclusions for themselves, 
and that they are eager to share their knowledge, experience and 
interests with one another. We believe that print is still the most 
effective mode of communication and that informed public action 
is the most respectable occupation of a self-determining people. We 
seek to animate the urban spirit in Memphis; we want to trade in 
facts as well as imagination; but, most importantly, we plan on carrying 
out these intentions with frankness, verve and a sense of humor-rare 
as that may sound. 

DOLLAR WOES 
(Continued from page one) 

'Ttie city's major source 6Tincome 
is the property tax which adversely 
affects the lower middle class, and 
our second major source of income 
is the sales tax which is extremely 
harmful to the poor. Donelson 
believes that our tax system, which 
is so heavily ·dependent on the sales 
and property taxes, is "regressive," 
"antiquated" and "inelastic." The sys
tem is inherently regressive in that 
taxation is not based on ability to 
pay. The lower middle class and the 

' poor spend a much higher proportion 
of their income for purchasing homes 
and consumer goods than do the 
wealthy. 

The property tax is an anachonistic 
vestige of our agrarian past, in which 
wealth was measured in la:nd. Such 
a tax is particularly unsatisfactory 
in an industrial society in which the 
relative wealth of a person is not 
closely related to land he owns. 
Donelson points out another in
herent flaw in the property tax: 
"It is inelastic; that is to say, it does 
not grow as the economy grows. . .. 
It always lags substantially behind the 
rate of inflation." 

The defects in our present tax sys
tem are eloquently and candidly 
explained by Mr. Donelson. "Just 
look at me as an individual. I don't 
smoke and I don't drink. And I 
don't own any real estate," he 
says. "Tennessee and Memphis do not 
get any income out of me at all. And 
yet I have a big income. . .. So that 
I pay an infinitesimal portion of my 
income in overall taxes to the State 
of Tennessee, City of Memphis and 
Shelby County. Yet, we know from 
analysis that a person whose income 

is around four thousand dollars 
pays better than fifteen percent of 
his income in local taxes. . . . Yet, 
l don'tp.a}tone percem!'-'---~- --o- .. -~ 

DAYTIME POPULATION 
Memphis loses millions of dollars 

annually because of its proximity 
to Mississippi and Arkansas. The 
labor force and the actual popula
tion of the city are no longer iden
tical. The city has a so-called day
time population of several thou
sand non-Memphians who work in 
the city, take advantage of city 
services, yet, contribute little to the 
city treasury. Figures from the 1970 
U.S. Census demonstrate how this 
daytime population helps aggravate 
the city's fiscal problems. During the 
period between 1960 and 1970 
the populations of Desoto County, 
Mississippi and Crittenden County, 
Arkansas increased 50.2% and 35% 
respectively. It was estimated in the 
Census that 6 3% of the working 
population of Desoto County worked 
outside of the County. The Census 
further shows that 4,937 residents 
of West Memphis work in Tennessee 
and the average income of these 
persons was $6,497 in 1970. This 
means that in 1970 over $32 million 
of untaxed income was made in 
Tennessee by West Memphians. 

"It is unmistakably clear," says 
Alissandratos, "that we lose millions 
of dollars in taxes to people who 
live outside the city, while we provide 
them services tax free." 

-D. Donati 

(N.ext part of this series will explore 
reforms in our tax system and ways 
to capture revenue from the daytime 
population, including a municipal 
payroll tax.) 
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'Wine Seller' 
Brings Beale St. 

to Life 
There is a new theater in town, 

dynamic and loaded with potential. 
The Beale Street Repertory Company 
i! at 1957 Peplttr actoss fiottt Ovet
ton Park and down from Circuit. Per
formances are at 8:30 p.m. Fridays, 
Saturdays and Sundays. Tickets are 
$3.50, but call (276-9429) because 
they sell out. 

The play is Ron Milnus' "What the 
Wine Seller Buys." The scene is 
urban poverty and the theme is an 
attack on the pimp mentality. The 
moral is obvious, as is the battle 
between the pimp and deacon for 
the Boy's soul. But the cast brings 
its anger and energy to keep the 
play moving strongly to the end. 
The pace is fast; the timing excellent. 
The pe.ople to watch are T. C. Sharp 
as Steve, trapped by circumstance and 
anger; Gregory Siggers as the fast 
talking cool pimp-dealer, Rico; and 
Brenda Bell as Mae, Steve's love and 
potential whore. The supporting cast 
moves smoothly through the many 
cross-cuts; it is an adjunct of equally 
strong players - not the usual 
detritus. 

This is an emotional play, emphatic 
in its immediacy and its particular 
relevance to Memphis. There may 
be cliches, but the cast gives them 
that ring of emotional truth •. which 
is true theatre. 

-P. Waters 

WEEKLY DEVOTIONALS AT NBC 

Sipce January 20, 1976, weekly 
interfaith devotional meetings have 
been held each Tuesday morning 
from 8-8:30 a.m. in the auditorium 
of the Commerce Tower Building. 
The meetings are sponsor~d by a 
group of business people who work 
in the building, of whom Mr. David 
L. Wark serves as chairman. 
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Bruce Printing Cotnpany 
307 Madison Avenue Phone 526 ~ 1506 

•Quality off~et printing 
• Complete letterpress department for numbering, die 
cutting, embossing and more 

··Complete typesetting, layout, and design 
•Complete bindery facilities for the final touches 
• Free pick-up and delivery 

Founded in 1917 

The Art of Dodging the Downpour 
Pedestrians are an urban invention. 

After all, no one ever said he saw 
a pedestrian on a forest trail or on 
a golf course. At any rate, with every
thing else they have to contend with, 
pedestrians also must battle the 
elements. They are, of necessity, 
all-weather creatures. Like the pro
verbial hardy postman no condition 
of nature must keep them from 
their appointed rounds. 

To get from here to there, then, 
pedestrians have to prepare them
selves. And where better to prepare 
than in downtown? Main Street's 
southern anchor, Goldsmith's, is a log
ical place to begin. Street level next to 
the bakery is where you will find 
their rainwear. Wall slots hold um
brellas of solids, plaids~ polka dots, 
gingham checks, frosted handles and 
those imprinted with VIP. One, 
a self-folding totes for $13.95, comes 
in seven colors and has its own 
matching totes coat and hat. The coat 
is 100% nylon, packs small, and sells 
for $19.95. Raincoats at Goldsmith's 
run from $35.00 to $5.00. One partic
ularly good buy, especially if your 
taste runs to casual clothes, is the 
$6.95 100% vinyl short slicker with 
hood. Just in time for the Bicenten
nial, colors are, what else, red and 
blue. The choice of hats is limited, 
but one that comes recommended 
ties under the chin for windy weather 
and has an unusually wide brim in 

back so that rain drips down your 100% nylon lining and inside they 
back and not onto your hair. are 100% rubberized. Store manager 

On the opposite end of the street Ronald McLain gives a personal 
Lowenstein's, too, carries a good guarantee they will not tear. And 
selection of umbrellas at street level don't worry about the wrinkles. He 
near the escalator. There is a pro- says when the coat gets wet, it drys 
fusion of solids, and the handles smooth. Army Surplus also carries 
generally are something special. Re- expandable, reversible rain hats in 
miniscent of Gucci (Is that possible?) green and taxicab yellow. Sturdy 
is the umbrella of two refined red multi-colored umbrellas are $4.99. 
and green stripes on beige. Lowen- The real jewels, though, are the 
stein's carries totes scarves, oversized English bobby rain capes made in 
at 28 inches square, in knock-out Glasgow, Scotland. They are ofheavy 
colors. The scarves are 100% canvas duck and only $11.88. 
polyester, machine washable and sell In case your purse or briefcase 
for $8.95. doesn't stand up well to rain, Kress 

Women who pass over Woolf has a plastic tote for $1.49. However, 
Brother's men's department in search if you are in the Bicentennial mood, 
of good-looking rainwear make a mis- Goldsmith's has a better buy with 
take. One of the classier umbrellas their Spirit of '76 tote at $1.00. If 
around town bears the store's WB logo that's still too much, buy a store 
in brown on tan with an $18.00 shopping bag for 15¢. Kress carries 
price tag. They also carry a multi- one of the lowest priced umbrellas at 
colored instant umbrella called Knirps· $2.50, but beware, they are 
for $10.00. The women's department undersized. 
has just Richard umbrellas and parkas Finally, if you have a closet full of 
ready for monogramming. color-coordinated rainwear, but when 

Not surprisingly, the local Army the rain starts to fall that's just where-
Surplus store at the corner of Third it is-in the closet-as so often hap-
and Madison offers some of the most pens on unpredictable late winter 
economical, albeit offbeat, rainwear. and early spring days, run into 
Short hooded jackets in an explosion Walgreen's. Just to the left of the front 
of solids are priced at $6.49, and door you'll find accordian-pleated 
sizes range from extra small to extra plastic rain bonnets, the kind hun-
large. Radical chic army-green trench dreds of companies give away, for 
coats are an unbelievable bargain at 3 7¢. Even at that price, when you 
$3.96. Outside the coats have a need it, you can't beat it. -C. Coletta 

13 Diamonds 

1 . 71 Carats T a tal Weight 

$750.00 

JULIUS GOODMAN & SON 

113 MADISON AVE. 
MEMPHIS JEWELERS SINCE 

1862 

EXCITING APARTMENTS 
River View I Mid-America Mall 

The Tower, 527-6331 
·Mrs. Jolley, Resident Manager 

Managed by The GALBREATH CO., Inc. 

1n the 
MARKET 
FOR SALE: Lighted makeup mirror, 
Max hair dryer- Call 454-7604. 

WANTED: Photographs from Mem
phis' history (homes, buildings, etc., 
especially interested in 1900 & earlier) 
-Call 276-1873, after 6 p.m. 

WANT TO BUY: Used couch, fabric 
preferred- Call 726-9635. 
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Double 
Parked 

In his book, Power, How to 
Get It, How to Use It, Michael 
Korda says that in the power 
game) feet, as symbols, are 
all-important and patent leather 
Florsheim shoes are the ultimate 
foot put-down. Because a dirty 
shoe is a sure sign of weakness, 
the power-conscious are left with 
little choice but to make regular 
stops by Model Hatters and 
Cleaners for a real old-fashioned 
spit shine. Still a bargain at 37q. 

li;Jy Backyard History Book is 
a fantastic collection of ideas 
and projects to introduce young 
people to the fun poking into 
local history can be. Activities 
include mapping Main Street, 
making rubbings, collecting rub
ble, and things too strange to 
mention. The book is one of 
a series by the Brown Paper 
School, a group of California 
teachers and writers who believe 
that learning only happens when 
it is wanted. 

Legal Briefs 
ATTENTION CONSUMERS: 
Bill to permit :•substitution of 
generic drugs for prescription 
drugs is pending before the Gen
eral Assembly. It could mean 
savings up to 300% on drug costs. 
(Contact Rep. Pam Gaia, 209 
War Memorial Bldg., Nashville). 

ATTENTION NON - PROFIT 
ORGANIZATIONS: House Bill 
8021 which is pending before 
House Committee on Ways and 
Means: Passage would permit 
non profit groups to spend 
money to influence legislation. 
(Write Ways and Means Com
mittee, Longworth House Office 
Bldg., Washington.) 

ATTENTION URBAN CON
SERVATIONISTS: A legal guide 
to urban housing conservation 
can be found in "Housing and 
Central Cities: the Conservation
ist Approach," Vol. 4, Ecology 
Law Quarterly, p. 797, at MSU 
Law Library. 

EXCHANGE BUILDING I SUITE 1300 
MEMPHIS, TENNESSEE 38103 

(901) 523-1542 

For the frustrated pool hust
lers who thinks there's no show
place for their talents Down
town, think again. Peoples Pool 
Hall, located in the basement 
of the Deluxe Arcade Building 
at Madison and Second, is the 
classic low-ceilinged, smoke-filled 
den of green felt tables and 
multi-colored balls. 

· Joe Cerrito, owner and man
ager, says his establishment is 
one of the few in town which 
can boast of Snooker tables, 
and claims its billiard tables 
are exclusive within a 500 
mile radius. Peoples has been 
open for close to 45 years and 
has some of its original custom
ers still vying for the title 
of Billiard Champ. For 75¢ an 
hour you can challenge Mr. 
Goldman ("Mutt") at billards, 
or Walter S. Carr, the 84-year-old 
former pool champion of Mem
phis. Or just go in and absorb 
the atmosphere, complete with 
paintings of people eating 
Dinstuhl's candy, and toilets 
sweetened with essence of ripe 
cherry. 

Peoples "opens in the a.m. and 
closes in the p.m." 

Jaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaac 

NEIGHBORHOOD NEWS 
ROUND-UP 

What's happening in or to your 
neighborhood? Center City wants to 
know. Send us your newsletter and 
notices of your meetings and con
cerns. 
'aaaaaaccaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaal 

Neighborhoods 

RELOCATING MATA 

Residents of the Cherokee area 
showed up at the Memphis Area 
Transit Authority meeting on Feb
ruary 23 to protest the recently 
announced plans to relocate MATA's 
headquarters in their neighborhood 
on a 15-acre tract at Sharpe, Prescott, 
and Lamar. 

The Cherokee group's spokesman, 
Rev. William George, said that 
MATA's presence would disrupt a 
stable and racially balanced neighbor
hood by bringing in heavier traffic, 
noise, and danger to children. He 
urged the MAT A board to reject 
the proposed site when it applies 
for federal funds for its new head
quarters. 

MATA sold its 7-acre headquarters 
at Beale and Walnut on January 17, 
1975, for about $1.4 million; the 
purchaser, Memphis Housing Author
ity, intends to convey the property 
to the Medical Center for future 
expansion. Headquarters replacement, 
to be financed by federal funds, is 
budgeted at $10.3 million. A public 
hearing on MATA's grant application 
for $19.9 million is scheduled for 
March 15. 

At a neighborhood meeting that 
same night, February 23, residents 
heard MATA planning director Phil 
McBride announce that the Prescott
Sharpe site would be dropped from 
its plan. One resident asked what 
other neighborhoods were being con
sidered. -D. Bowman 

ear1hY ffiliQlts 
DOWNTOWN ACTIVITIES 

SHOWTIME ON THE MALL 
March 4 -Jim Crosthwait, puppeteer 
March 11 - Vollintine Children's Chorus & the Woodale Swing Choir 

March 18- Nell Aspero II 
March 25 -The Hutchinson School Glee Club - National Bank of Commerce 
-Commerce Square (inside)- Noon* 

WORLD DAY OF PRAYER 
March 5 - Dr. Daughdrill, President of Southwestern, is the speaker -

Calvary Episcopal Church- 12:05 p.m.* 

DOWNTOWN EXHIBITS 
NATIONAL BANK OF COMMERCE (Lobby) 

March - Paintings by J ohnice Parker 

FILM 
BROOKS GALLERY 

March 7 - "Birth of a Nation" 
March 21 - "The Secret Life of Walter Mitty" - 2:30p.m.* 

FRIDAY FLICS 

March 5 - "The Blood of a Poet" (Cocteau-1930) & "Two Men and a 
Wardrobe"(Polanski-195 7) 
March 12 - "The Hand," "The Fable of He and She," "The Family That 
Dwelt Apart," "Time Piece," "Hot Dog: Onion and Spaghetti," "Hot Dog: 
Silverware" & "Rainbow" 

March 19 - "Entr' acte" (Clair-1924), "Un Chien Andalou" (DaliiBunuel-
1929) & "LaJetee"- Peabody Library- 4 p.m. & 7:15p.m.* 

LECTURES- REVIEWS- DIALOGUE 
VALUES & ETHICS LECTURES 

March 9 - "The Churches and National Health Policies" -James Armstrong, 
D.D., Methodist Bishop, The Dakotas Area- Interfaith Center- 12-1 p.m.* 

AMERICAN ISSUES FORUM 

March 9 - "The American 'Dream' Among Nations" - Dr. Dalvan Coger, 
Assistant Professor of History, MSU - First National Bank Auditorium -
12:15 p.m. & Main Library-7:30p.m. 
March 11 - "The American . . . " - Cossitt-Goodwyn Libraries - 12: 15 
March 16 - "The Economic Dimension" -Marlin Mosby, Economist, Cook 
Industries - First National Bank Auditorium- 12:15 p.m. & Main Library -
7:30p.m. 

March 18- "The Economic ... "-Cossitt-Goodwyn- 12:15 p.m.* 
SOUTHWESTERN DILEMMA SERIES 

March• 4- "A Salute to Memphis Musicians"- Mallory Gym- 8 p.m. 
March 5 -Peter Taylorl1 p.m. at Clough -Eric Lincolnl3 p.m. at Frazier J. 
-La Donna Harrisl7:30 p.m. at Mallory- Norman Cousinsl9 p.m. at 
Mallory- Reception 110:30-11 :JO p.m. at East Lounge 
March 6 -James Kingsburylll a.m. at Frazier Jelke - Peter Taylor/1 p.m. 
at Clough - Seymour Hershl3 p.m. at Frazier J. - Receptionl4-5 p.m. at 
A.O.P. House - Seymour Hersh/7 :30 p.m. at Mallory - William Proxmire/9 
p.m. at Mallory 

THEATRE 
MSU 

March 1-8 -"The Madwoman of Chaillot"- Speech & Drama Bldg. - 8 p.m. 
March 15-20- "Mansion in the Sky"- Speech & Drama- 8 p.m. 

PLAYHOUSE ON THE SQUARE 

Through March 28 - "The Fantasticks" - Wednesdays, Thursdays, Fridays & 

Sundays at 8 p.m.- Saturdays at 6:30p.m. & 10 p.m. 
CIRCUIT PLAYHOUSE 

Through March 14- "The Sea Horse"- Friday-Sunday at 8:30p.m. 
CIRCUIT PLAYHOUSE 

Through March 26 - "Hot 1 Baltimore" - Hotel King Cotton - Tuesday thru 
Sunday at 8 p.m. -Saturdays at 2 & 8 p.m. 

MUSIC 
CLASSICAL GUITAR SOCIETY DUO 

March 6 - Ako Ito & Henry Dorigny -Hardie Auditorium, Southwestern -
8 p.m. 

MSUOPERA 

March 8-12- "The Wise Shoemaker" & "The Prince Who Couldn't Laugh"
Harris Auditorium- Monday thru Thursday at 9:15a.m., 10:45 a.m., 1 p.m. 
-Friday at 9:15a.m. 

March 12- "Barber of Seville"- Harris Auditorium- 10:45 a.m. & 1 p.m. 
YOUNG PEOPLE'S PIANO CONCERTO 

March 13 - Harris Auditorium 
BEETHOVEN CLUB 

March 13- Music Workshop- 2 p.m.* 
DONALD FREUND IN CONCERT 

March 14- Brooks Gallery-2:30p.m.* 
SOUTHWESTERN SINGERS 

March 16- "Music of America"- 8 p.m. * 
MEMPHIS SYMPHONY 

March 20 & 21 - Eugene Fodor & the Memphis Symphony Orchestra -
Auditorium Music Hall- Saturday at 8:30p.m. -Sunday at 3 p.m. 

BILL GAITHER TRIO 
March 6 -Dixon-Myers Hall-7:30p.m. 

GUY LOMBARDO 

March 12- South Music Hall- 8 p.m. 
MIGNON DUNN I ARKANSAS SYMPHONY 

March 13 - Beethoven Club - South Music Hall - 8:30p.m. 

*FREE MEMPHIS ARTS COUNCIL INFORMATION- 278~2600 



Ability-to-pay Tax vanvonati 

Seen As City's Solution 
Citizens of Memphis are faced 

with a tax situation unique and 
extremely adverse. The city borders 
on two states that tax income; 
yet, Tennessee lacks a similar provi
sion. The lack of such a tax costs the 
city and state millions of dollars each 
year. 

Former City Councilman Lewis 
Donelson explains . this fiscal pheno
menon: "A person who lives in West 
Memphis and works in Memphis pays 
income tax to Arkansas. The person 
who lives in Memphis and works in 
West Memphis also pays income 
tax to Arkansas." The same situation 
occurs in Mississippi. Donelson points 
out that this loss of tax revenue is 
particularly unfair when one considers 
the services provided by the city to 
citizens of those areas. 

One highly publicized area is the 
services provided for poor people of 
Mississippi and Arkansas at the City 
of Memphis Hospital. For years 
neither state reimbursed the Hospital 
Authority for services rendered to 
their indigent patients. Mississippi still 
does not pay its bill. Arkansas now 
extends the race season at the dog 
track and the receipts of the four 
day extention go to the Hospital 
Authority. "Of course, Arkansas is 

giving Memphis back its own money," 
laughs Donelson. 

NEW MUNICIPAL TAXATION 
A municipal payroll tax is a tax on 

salaries made within a city, while a 
municipal income tax is a tax on all 
income made within the city. These 
taxes apply to both residents and 
non-residents of the taxing district. 
Council Chairman Alissandratos favors 
a payroll tax as a means of capturing 
income made by the daytime popula
tion of Memphis - those working in 
the city and living outside the city. 

A few years ago, former City 
Attorney Frierson Graves, along with 
Donelson, drafted a payroll tax 
which was progressive in nature. 
Their tax was not just on wages, 
but covered many types of income 
including income realized from rents, 
partnerships, personal services and 
dividends from stocks and bonds. 
The tax was based on ability to pay. 
"It would have been very progressive 
to the extent that it would have 
exemptions which would eliminate 
the low income people," says 
Donelson. The tax would substitute 
the regressive sales and property 
tax with a progressive tax which ex
empted people on the economic 
bottom. 

Two views of the 13th floor ballroom-the potential is there 

Photos by Alan Copeland 

Graves and Donelson believed that 
their proposed payroll tax was con
stitutional despite the supposed state 
prohibition on any form of income 
tax. Section 28 of Article II of the 
Tennessee Constitution provides that 
the legislature "shall have power to 
levy tax upon incomes derived from 
stocks and bonds that are not taxed 
ad valorem." Based upon that lan
guage the Tennessee Supreme Court 
ruled in 1932 that a state graduated 
income tax is unconstitutional. The 
Court reasoned that since the language 
specifically authorized the taxation of 
income from stocks and bonds, it 
implicitly denied the power to tax 
any other income. 

Due . to this decision many people 
feel that a state constitutional amend
ment must be passed in order to have 
any form of income or payroll tax. 
Donelson does not subscribe to such 
a theory. He stresses that in the 19 3 2 
decision, the court ignored several 
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important authoritative legal points. 
The Supreme Court ignored the min
utes of the committee of the Con
stitutional Convention of 1870 in 
which it was implied that this general 
grant of power in Section 28 covered 
all forms of taxation. Moreover, the 
court ignored an earlier decision 
which upheld an income tax on 
corporations. Most important, ac
cording to Donelson, is that the 
state now has a new, more 
forward-looking Supreme Court. He 
believes that a carefully drafted 
payroll tax would sustain constitu-
tional attack. · 

HIGHT AlLERS 
· People shudder at the suggestion 
of a new form of taxation. Most 
people fear that a municipal payroll 
tax would simply mean more taxes. 
Donelson strongly disagress: "What 
you are talking about is not another 
tax. It is where you are going to get 

(Continued on page 2) 

From High 
Atop the Shrine jim Roper 

Five years ago, Don Hassell picked 
up a copy of Life magazine to fmd 
a story about American cities and 
what was wrong with them. 

Hassell, who had just returned 
to Memphis, read that what most 
cities need to make them a success 
is one exciting place, one center of 
attraction. In other words, a city 
needs a heart. 

"It suddenly dawned on me that 
Memphis seemed to be a city without 
a heart," he said. "I hoped that wasn't 
true, but all the evidence seemed to 
point to it." 

In the three years that Hassell 
has been proprietor of the Xanadu 
ballroom at 1447 Union, he has 
never forgotten the Life article 
and what it had to say about cities. 

Hassell, whose Xanadu caters 
mostly to fraternity and sorority 
parties, says it's always been his hope 
to have a similar facility Downtown. 
He's been encouraged in recent 
months by negotiations with owners 
of the Shrine Building at 66 Monroe 
Avenue for use of its top floors. 

But until additional fire exits (a 
costly undertaking) are provided, only 
100 persons at a time can use the 
building's upper floors. This hasn't 
stopped Hassell. 

"While a large audience isn't 
possible at one time, I still think 
a series of perhaps six little shows 
of blues, jazz, classical or whatever, 
could become popular nighttime 
entertainment." 

He has a tentative agreement with 
radio station WL YX to do remote 
broadcasts from the 13th floor, 
which offers a panoramic view of the 
Mississippi River. 

"The vaulted ballroom on the lOth 
floor is the perfect place for rehearsal 
halls for musicians, or a setting in 
which video tapings of bands could be 
done for booking agents. It would be 
an hourly rental facility, and, of 
course, subject to the fire regulations 
permitting a maximum of 100 
persons." 

This, essentially, is Hassell's view of 
what Downtown could and should be: 
an ideal setting for the music industry 
by day, and a center of entertainment 
at night. No other section of Memphis 
appeals to Hassell as much as Down
town, and he is appalled that it has 
been neglected for so long. 

"The river is the greatest asset 
Memphis has, but the city has turned 
its back on it. Existing real estate 
Downtown is a sleeping giant - it's 
just waiting for the right type of use." 

Hassell believes there is a changing 
atmosphere Downtown and through
out Memphis that will help make his 
venture a success. 

"After Dr. King's assassination, 
everyone in Memphis seemed to re
treat into their houses. No'W there 
appears to be a reawakening. People 
suddenly want to rub elbows with 
one another. They're not as hesitant 
or afraid any more." 

Hassell has dreams of a domed 
Crystal Palace-like structure on the 
roof of the Shrine Building as an 
observatory. He admits anything of 
the kind is light years away. Besides, 
he has more pressing problems. If 
negotiations with the owners are 
successful, Don Hassell has some 
cleaning chores. 

After all, there hasn't been a party 
in the Shrine ballroom since 1938. 
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Tripping 
the Light ... 

Fantastick it is not. Boy meets 
girl; boy gets girl; they live happily 
ever - then the deus ex machina
narrator gives the formula a twist. 
They encounter Sadness along the 
way. All of which is set to song. 
(I am presuming the play is a vehicle 
for the music.) The lyrics are beautiful 
and are charmingly sung by the Girl, 
Cindy Walker, and the Fathers, Gene 
Katz and Rick Moore. John Dunavent 
and Michael Darling, the itinerant 
Actors, provide refreshing and genuine 
comic relief. Dunavent's entrance is 
worth the play. 

However, this is a silly play and 
badly miscast. Walker has all the 
romance of a chipmunk in heat and 
must bear the added cross of a horrid 
Yankee accent. The Boy, John Cygan, 
demonstrates his youthful masculinity 
by jumping about and lanking with his 
feet as far apart as possible. He looks 
like an old Jan and Dean fan in the 
cleanest white jeans and sneakers I 
have ever seen. Clyde Williams, El 
Gallo the swashbuckling-narrator, 
wears knit pants which are bad 
enough seen in the bold light of day 
on Main Street. He has the pained 
look of a man who must grin and bear 
it. 

This. is a play heavily touted and 
dependent upon the magic of the 
imagination. The romance just· is not 
in it. If the cast does not appear to 
believe, how can I? The play is the 
thing. 

Playhouse on the Square is an 
experiment: will Memphis support 
professional theatre? Playhouse is pro
fessional; the awkwardness and the 
embarrassingly inept are certainly not 
met with there. The staff and company 
have more than adequately proven 
their ability to meet the demands 
of production. However, the choice 
of material continues to belie the 
existing talent. The selection has been 
unfortunate: A Shot in the Dark was 
entertaining but predictable, Tobacco 
Road was oppressively dated, yet both 
were actors' showcases. Playhouse 
is taking a chance on Memphis, but 
why stop at half-measures? Why not 
present plays rather than entertain
ment? There is a free show on the 
street outside, but that's not theatre. 
Playhouse is fully capable of being 
a place where thought and fancy are 
commensurate, a theatre. 

-Pat Waters 

TEACH PRISON INMATES 

Thresholds of Memphis, a 
non-profit volunteer organiza
tion concerned with teaching 
prison inmates decision-making 
skills and problem-solving tech
niques, is searching for new 
volunteer workers. Thresholds 
is looking for individuals, wheth
er they be executives, house
wives or laborers, men or wo
men, who are interested in 
working as counselors to inmates 
once a week. 

Volunteers must first attend 
an intensive weekend of training. 
The next training course will 
be held March 27-28. For further 
inqu:t.rtes call Catherine 
McMurtry at 526-1382 or write 
her at Thresholds of Memphis, 
166-A Poplar Avenue, 38103. 

Neighborhoods cartoon by Richard Crowson 

Last month people of the Highland-Southern neighborhood ~istributed a ~yer 
alleging the City of Memphis was going to kill off area bu~mess by pl.acmg a 
ban on angle-to-the-curb parking on Highland. They also cla1m~d the Ctty was 
planning to construct a costly viaduct over the Southern Railway tracks to 
increase Highland's usefulness as a major north-south thoroughfare. On the 
flyer was a cartoon (above) called ~IADUCTOP~S, "~monster e~~c, $2,000,000 
and three years in the making, commg soon to th1s netghborhood. 

MoviesMoviesMm 
Robert A. Lanier 

The Sunshine Boys by Neil Simon, 
with Walter Matthau and George 
Burns. 

Those of us who have become 
accustomed to Neil Simon's come
dies about New York life may find 
ourselves a little bit surprised by 
The Sunshine Boys. Instead of hilari
ous exaggerations of the frustrations 
of life in the big city, this film por
trays all too accurately the sad frus-

trations of old age. Doors are no 
longer easy to open, memory fades, 
hearing weakens, tempers flare. Two 
old Weber & Fields-type comedians 
are reluctantly reunited in their 
twilight years for a final performance 
of their "Doctor Sketch". on tele
vision. There are laughs, of course, 
and Matthau and Burns give the 
perfect performances which we expect 
of such professionals. But the feelings 
of sympathy and discomfort en
gendered by watching men laboring 
under the burden of gre:lt. age ... out-

. weigh the moments of humor. 

Downtown Architecture 
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CITY'S SOLUTION 
(Continued from page one) 

your revenue - from a sales and' 
property tax or an income tax. It 
is not a question of adding on another 
tax on top of everything else .... The 
question is whether the taxation is 
to be regressive or progressive.'' An 
income or municipal payroll tax 
would be coupled with a proportion
ate decrease in the sales and property 
taxes. 

A rna jor feature of a payroll tax 
is the simplicity of administration. 
Both Alissandratos and Donelson re
commend a withholding-type tax. 
Collection would be by ex1stmg 
federal or state agencies with nearly 
total remittance to the city. Such 
a procedure would avoid additional 
bureaucracy. The tax rate would be 
between one and three percent. 

The fear of the general public 
of income and payroll tax has created 
timidity in many local politicians. 
Graves and Donelson took their 
payroll tax proposal to the legislature 
for the passage of an enabling act. 
They could not find a single legislator 
to· introduce the proposal, although 
several recognized the desirability 
and necessity of the proposal. In 
reference to such politicians, 
Donelson paraphrases Churchill: 
"The politician with his ear to the 
ground listening to public opinion 
is in a hell of a position to lead." 

These hightailed politicians are still 
prevalent, but not in the numbers of 
a few years past. Today several legisla
tors, including Representatives Brewer 
and Spence, are in favor of an act 
to enable the city to pass a payroll 
tax. Donelson believes that a state 
income tax and a municipal payroll 
tax are inevitable because the dty 
and state are in desparate need of 
a sound and progressive tax structure. 
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Bruce Printing Cotnpany 
307 Madison Avenue Phone 526-1506 

• Quality offset printing 
• Complete letterpress department for numbering, die 
cutting, embossing and more . 

•Complete typesetting, layout, and design 
• Complete bindery facilities for the final touches 
•Free pick-up and delivery 
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Founded in 1917 

NEW PROGRAMS AT YWCA 
The YWCA at 200 Monroe is 

designing several new programs with 
both the women and men who work 
and live downtown in mind. In the 
future there will be things to do 
on lunch breaks and enrichment 
activities for after work hours. 

One of the first programs this 
spring will be international cookery 
sessions on Wednesdays at noon. 

On March 24 the specialty to be 
demonstrated and sampled will be 
a dish from the Philippines. On March 
30 Mexican cookery will be featured. 
Registration should be made in ad
vance. 

Slimnastics will be offered on 
Tuesdays and Thursday at noon 
and again at 5 p.m. for an hour. 

For more information about the 
new YWCA programs, call527-9486. 

Front Street Arts wants to continue to distribute Center City 
free of charge. There is considerable expense and much time 

. consumed in mailing out this publication for your conven
ience. If you wish to receive Center City by mail, please 
send us some real support in the form of a $5 subscription. 
We consider subscription money to be 1donations: . money 
is not a requirement for home ·delivery; however, we 
would appreciate it if everyone currC:mtly on our mailing 
list would send in this coupon. 

Date _____ _ 

Enclosed is a 1--- subscription/donation for CENTER 
CITY. 

----Please add me to your mailing list. 

---- I am unable to contribute at this time but want 
to receive CENTER CITY by mail. 

-----LPlease remove my name from your mailing list. 

Na~--------------------------------------

Address-----------------------------

Zip _________ _ 

Send to: CENTER CITY I Front Street Arts I 9 N. 2nd St. -Suite 1300 

Memphis, Tennessee 38103 

in the 
MARKET 
FOR SALE: 74 Karman Ghia, 13,000 
miles, perfect condition - Call 
682-8373, or 278-5171 after 6 p.m. 

WANTED: Burmese kitten - Call 
276-1873 after 6 p.m. 

FOR SALE: 3-piece set of men's 
luggage- Call 274-0826. 

FOR SALE: One student trombone
excellent condition - Call Bob Gay at 
534-3558. 

WANTED: Used wooden office desk & 
chairs for penniless communitY organ
ization -Call 523-1542. 

This Is Absurd 
Theater of the Absurd is just 

what the name implies. So when 
you drop by the Attic Work
shop at 162 North Tucker to 
see The Bald Soprano, brace 
yourself. Eugene Ionesco's 
anti-play is a far cry from Our 
Town. It's an hour and a half 
of complete insanity, some of 
which is very, very funny. Bill 
Baker directs the hard-working 
seven-member cast. The Bald 
Soprano runs weekends through 
March 21. Admission is a reason
able $2. Call 726-5521 for 
reservations. 

13 Diamonds 

1. 71 Carats Total Weight 
$750.00 

JU Ll US GOODMAN & SON 

113 MADISON AVE. 
MEMPHIS JEWELERS SINCE 

1862 

EXCITING APARTMENTS 
River V_iew I Mid-America Mall 

The Tower, 527-6331 
· Mrs. Jolley, Resident Manager 

Managed by The GALBREATH CO., Inc. 

PICTURE 
FRAMING 
10% OFF 
(You must present this ad) 

.. y.__ ..... 

..=.::r.::-~1 

2027 Madison. 1(901) 726-5294 
Memphis, Tenn. 3110. 
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Double 
Parked 

Tucked away in the northeast 
corner of the second floor of 
Lowenstein's is a small wonder
land for the dedicated bargain 
hunter. It's the sale area of the 
notions department and contains 
a remarkable array of re
duced-priced oddities. 

Stationery, photo albums, em
braided eye glass cases, and 
sewing boxes are among the 
items featured. Their Meltonian 
shoe polish, reduced from 75¢ 
to 30¢ a jar, is available in such 
bizarre colors as Smoked Elk, 
Raspberry, Bark, Baby Blue and 
more, as well as the standards. 
Plastic rain ponchos in red, 
navy and khaki green are only 
$3.00, while shiny plastic rain 
slickers in red and yellow go 
for $6.99. And if you venture 
back into the non-sale notions, 
the 24-karat goldplated Hum
dinger Kazoos are a rare find for 
$5. 

The 25¢ lunch? It may just be 
the best deal in town. Woolf 
Brothers offers a salad with 
crackers and a coke for a mere 
quarter to the first sixty people 
who show up to see the twice 

Oddities 
FRIED CHICKEN PUFFS 

In a bowl combine 3 cups 
flour, 2 tablespoons each of 
finely chopped onions and 
parsley, 2 teaspoons baking 
powder, 1 teaspoon salt, % tea
spoon pepper, and enough water 
to make a thick batter. Stir 
in thoroughly 3 cups cooked 
·chicken, finely chopped. Drop 
the batter from a tablespoon 
into hot, deep fat (about 3750F) 
and fry until they are puffed and 
golden brown. 

BAKED BANANAS 
Peel six bananas and place 

them in a shallow baking dish 
(dish should be lightly buttered). 
Dot the bananas with butter, and 
pour over them 3/4 cup honey. 
Bake in a 425° F. oven for 25 
minutes or until they are puffy 
and golden. Serve them hot with 
vanilla ice cream. 

Published biweekly by 
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By the time you read this, 
the annual celebration of 
Andrew Jackson's birth will have 
already happened; however, we 
did feel the occasion was worth 
noting. Abe Roberts, a 7 5-year
old attorney and dedicated 
J acksonophile, yearly solicits the 
support (verbal, if not in actual 
appearance) of the governors 
of Tennessee, Arkansas, Georgia, 
Florida, Texas, etc., and, as 
chairman of the Andrew Jackson 
Commemorative Society, con
ducts a memorial ceremony. It is 
held in the south gallery corridor 
of the Shelby County Court
house, at the weather-worn (due 
to years of exposure to the ele
ments before being brought in
side) bust of one of Memphis' 
founding fathers and later seven
th President of the United States. 

Mr. Roberts is often frustrated 
by what he considers a lack of 
proper recognition for his hero, 
but he never gives up. Go by that 
corridor at the Courthouse al
most any day and he'll tell you 
all you ever wanted to know 
about Andrew Jackson and, 
quite probably, more. 

monthly fashion shows. The 
gatherings are held the frrst 
and third Thursdays of the 
month at 12:15 p.m. in the 
second floor WB Shop. Even 
the clothes are terrific. 

On The Air 

WLYX-FM SERVICE FOR THE 
BLIND 

WL YX-FM 89 is an all-volun
teer radio station located on the 
Southyvestern campus. The sta
tion has initiated a broadcasting 
service for the blind. Readers 
present newspapers, periodicals 
and fiction over a closed-circuit 
network, 67 khz. To receive 
6 7 khz a special receiver must be 
purchased through the station. 
To inquire about the receivers 
or to volunteer as a reader, call 
or write WL YX-Southwestern, 
2000 N. Parkway, 276-1711. 

FESTIVAL '76 
Festival '7 6 is part of a public 

television effort to gain greater 
non-federal monetary support 
for the medium., Under the stipu
lations of the pending Public 
Broadcasting Funding Act, pub
lic television will be required to 
match every $1 allocated by 
the federal government with 
$2.50 acquired from other 
sources. 

Watch these 
WKNO Channel 

programs on 
10 and send 

in your contribution: 

Saturday, March 20, 5:00p.m. - "Pygmies" 
- German ftlm of environmental impact 
on the African tribe. 

Friday, March 19, 10 p.m. - "I Regret 
Nothing" - BBC biography of Edith Piaf, 
the French Sparrow, featuring 20 songs 
by Piaf and songs by Yves Montand and 
Charles Aznavour. 

Saturday, March 20, 10 p.m. - "Benito 
Mussolini, My Husband" - a documentary 
first, the personal history of Mussolini 
narrated by his widow Rachele. 

r 

earthY ffiliQlts 
DOWNTOWN ACTIVITIES 

SHOWTIME ON THE MALL 

March 25 - The Hutchison School Glee Club - National Bank of Commerce 
- Commerce Square (inside) - Noon* 

DOWNTOWN EXHIBITS 
NATIONAL BANK OF COMMERCE (Lobby) 

March - Paintings by J ohnice Parker 
STERICK BUILDING (Lobby) 

March- Paintings by Marion S. Ives 

MIDTOWN EXHIBITS 
BROOKS GALLERY 

Through April 25- Carl Gutherz Paintings- Main Gallery 
April1-30 -Kent Portfolio Regional Collection · 

April 3-30 -Jr. Mid-South - Tuesdays thru Saturdays 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. -
Sundays 1 p.m. to 5 p.m. 

FILM 
FRIDAY FLICS 

March 19 - "Entr'acte" (Clair-1924), "Un Chien Andalou" (Dali/Bunuel-
1929) & "La Jetee" 

March 26 - "The Everglades" (1971) and "We Have Met the Enemy and He 
Is' Us" (1973) -Peabody Library - 4 p.m. & 7:15 p.m.* 

BROOKS GALLERY 

March 21 -"The Secret Life of Walter Mitty" 

April 4 - "The Illustrated Man" - 2:30 p.m.* 
FILMTRAK 

April 6 - "An Autumn Afternoon" (Yasujiro Ozu) - Jewish Community 
Center Auditorium - 8 p.m. 

LECTURES- REVIEWS- DIALOGUE 
AMERICAN ISSUES FORUM 

March 23 - "A Power in the World" - Debate between Daniel Yanchisin & 

Joe Brady of the Main Library History Department - First National Bank 
Auditorium at 12:15 p.m. and the Main Library at 7:30p.m. 

March 25- "A Power ... "- Cossitt-Goodwyn Libraries- 12:15 p.m. 
March 30 - "A Nation Among Nations" - Anne Schfer, President, United 
Nations Association, Memphis Chapter - First National Bank Auditorium at 
12:15 p.m. and the Main Library at 7:30p.m. 

Aprill- "A Nation ... "- Cossitt-Goodwyn Libraries- 12:15 p.m.* 
CHINA: PAST AND PRESENT (Series of monthly lectures) 

March 25- "Life in Traditional China: Three Thousand Years in a Nutshell" 

- led by Dr. Paul S. Ropp, History Department, MSU - Main Library -
7:30p.m.* · 

A NOONTIME BREAK (Wednesdays at 12:15 p.m.) 

March 24 - Mrs. Bobbie Drobeck will review "Ragtime" by E.L. Doctorow 

March 31 - Diane Cofer will present a slide program on Hawaii - Cossitt
Goodwyn Libraries, 33 South Front Street- 12:15 p.m.* 

THE COMMERCE SQUARE CHRISTIAN GROUP DEVOTIONALS 
March 23- E. Lynn Brown, minister of Mt. Pisgah CME Church 

March 30 - Mary Ann Frazier, First Evangelical CHurch- Commerce Tower 
Auditorium - 8 a.m. * 

MUSIC 
EUGENE FODOR I MEMPHIS SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA 

March 20 & 21 - Auditorium Music Hall -.Saturday at 8:30p.m. & Sunday 
at 3 p.m. 

CHILDREN'S CONCERT 

March 22 - South Hall -Noon 
BROOKS GALLERY 

March 28- Overton High School Jazz Band-2:30p.m.* 
CHAMBERMUSIK ON THE SQUARE 

March 20- Diana Stein, pianist 

March 27 - MSU Woodwind Quintet -Playhouse on the Square - 1 p.m.* 
RECITAL AT GRACE-ST. LUKE'S EPISCOPAL 

March 28 - Martha Pipkin, Sara Savelle, Gary Beard - 3 p.m. 
POPS CONCERT 

April 1 - Enid Katahn & Memphis Symphony Orchestra - Holiday Inn 
Rivermont - 8:30 p.m. 

THEATRE 
PLAYHOUSE ON THE SQUARE 

Through March 28- "The Fantasticks"- Wednesdays, Thursdays, Fridays & 

Sundays at 8 p.m. -Saturdays at 6:30p.m. & 10 p.m. 
CIRCUIT PLAYHOUSE 

Through March 26 - "Hot l Baltimore" - Hotel.King Cotton - Tuesdays 
thru Sunday at 8 p.m. -Saturdays at 2 & 8 p.m. 

CIRCUIT PLAYHOUSE 

March 25 through April 25- "The Moonchildren" -Fridays thru Sundays at 
8:30p.m. 

DANCE 
MEMPHIS CALLERS SQUAREDANCE WORKSHOP 

March 26 & 27 - Cook Convention Center - Friday at 8 a.m.-2 a.m. -
Sunday at 9 a.m.-2 a.m. 

*FREE MEMPHIS ARTS COUNCIL INFORMATION - 278-2600 



Mall Mysteries Untangled 
People have already discovered the 

Mid-America Mall is uniquely their 
place. They started coming with 
the early spring. Thousands of them. 
They sit on the benches and stand 
on the fountains. They walk and talk. 
They meet and eat. They snooze and 
schmooze. They ar~ going somewhere 
or nowhere. For all of them, for all 
reasons, the Mall is the place to be. 

Still two months from completion, 
Mid-America Mall is already working. 
It is not an accident. Ours is one of 
the most carefully planned and 
creatively designed of the 55 down
town malls now completed or under 
construction in the United States. 
Its basic design elements are these: 

• Kiosks - The term is Persian, 
meaning pavilion. There are eight. 
large and eight small concrete-beamed 
kiosks along the MalL Clear skylights 
roof the structures. They will house 
a speaker system capable of broad
casting live from the three stages, 
telephones, information directories, 
and provide relief from the rain. 
Possibly, several kiosks will be en
closed to house permanent busi
nesses. 

• Fountains -=- Ten fountains line the 
Mall. The "water. block" from Union 
to Monroe contains two major partic
ipatory fountains. The northern one 
awaits the placement of a stainless 
sculpture designed by John Seyfreid 
in its center. CiviC Center Plaza 
has as its centerpiece a fountain 120 
feet in diameter with a 60-foot water 
spray. Seating surrounds that 
fountain. 

• Intersections - Because cars will 
still be allowed to cross the Mall at 
six 1 ocations, the intersections de
manded a very special treatment. 
The surface approaches are ribbed 
with raised brick to slow motorists. 
Planters line both sides of the inter
sections to alert approaching drivers 
visually. Traffic lights will be replaced 
but in new sleek black casings. 

• Stages - The Mall has two new 
stages, one between Gayoso and 
Union, the other at Court Street. 
The bandstand in Court Square 
in being renovated. The Business 
District Advisory Board is responsible 
for programming the stages daily 
June through August. 

• Banner Clusters - The sleeves in 
the center of the pavement just 
south of Madison and north of McCall 
are to accomodate banner clusters 
on standards soaring 40 feet. The 
banners, some bearing the 
Mid-America Mall quarter moon logo, 
were just added to inject color and 
movement onto the Mall. Banners 
can be changed to reflect the seasons 
or special events. 

• Brick Paving - Decorative squares 
of brick laid storefront to store
front eliminate the street entirely 
and create a total pedestrian en
vironment. 

In addition, 360 golden rain, sugar 
maple, sweet gum, red maple, honey 
locust, magnolia and crab apple trees 
have been planted along the Mall. 
Extensive flowers and shrubs are 
scheduled to be placed in pots over 
the 12-acre Mall. 

But why Mid-America Mall? 
Norman Brewer explains: "I was per
sonally leaning toward Mid-America 
because Cook Center had been de
dicated that year with a very ex
pensive advertising program. Since 
the Mall flows from it, I thought 
we should take advantage of what 
was and remains an ongoing pro
motion campaign. We really named 
the MAC bus in anticipation of 
naming the Mall Mid-America. 

"We had not reached a decision 
when I got a call from a panicked 
public official who had been in
volved in a meeting where names 
for the Mall had been discussed. 
These included River City Mall, 
Mid-South Mall, -cotton Boll-~; 
Dixie Mall - now that's wonderful, 
we could all parade around in sheets
the Mall of Memphis, Showboat 
Mall - they wanted buses designed to 
look like riverboats - and other 
assorted h errors. We very quickly 
opted for Mid:.America Mall to shut 
off their creative juices and vanilla 
as it may· be it's a hell of a lot better 
than anything we were hearing.'' 

The name Mid-America Mall was 
officially adopted by City Council 
and the Business District Advisory 
Board. But regardless of its official 
name, the Mall is fast becoming 
the city's meeting place - a place 
for all Memp hians. 

-Carol Coletta 

ACLU Wins Police Suit In Mentphis 
A consent order has been agreed to 

by City of Memphis attorneys and 
ACLU cooperating attorney Bruce 
Kramer in a case involving two patrol
men conducting a "field interrogation' 
on a young black man without prob
able cause. U. S. District Court 
Judge Bailey Brown agreed that the 
plaintiff should be awarded monetary 
damages and warned the Memphis 
Police Department that such in
vestigation procedures have the effect 
of '~depriving or chilling" the full 
exercise and enjoyment of our con
stitutional rights. 

Co-defendants with the policemen 
were the Mayor of Memphis, Wyeth 
Chandler, and former Police Director, 
Jay Hubbard. In his deposition of 
June 23, 1975, Director Hubbard 
described field interrogation as an 
"essential technique to get to know 
the mischief makers, the hard crimi-

nals, and everything in between." 
On May 15, 1974, the patrolmen 

stopped the young man running 
across the parking lot of a mid-town 
supermarket. They detained him for 
questioning, then arrested him for 
disorderly conduct and assault and 
battery on a police officer, held him 
overnight, then sent him to City of 
Memphis Hospital for treatment of 
injuries received. The next morning 
in City Court he was found innocent 
of all charges. 

"Field interrogations," said 
Hubbard, "quite often grow out of a 
suspicion that you have someone 
there that has either been on a wanted 
bulletin, or by verbal description, or 
even by picture [sic], and you simply 
want to talk to them and look them 
over a little bit. They might be a felon 
-a wanted felon." 

(Continued on page 3) 

® 

VOLUME III, NUMBER 7 
APRIL 1, 1976 

New City Magazine 
Hits Newstands Soon 

Can a likeable, energetic young man 
from Rolling Fork, Mississippi survive 
as editor of a new magazine about 
Memphis? 

Ken DeCell sure hopes so. He's 
lost a lot of sleep this past month 
putting together the first issue of 
City of Memphis magazine, but 
he admits it's been worth it. The 

· 48-page magazine will hit Memphis 
newstands in the next few days. 

"Through City of Memphis we 
hope to explore the city, discover 
it ourselves, and help others discover 
it," DeCell explained. "Most people 
don't realize the tremendous variety 
of tl~ings that Memphis has to offer." 

But DeCell is quick to add that City 
of Memphis won't be all sweetness 
and light. Unlike most "city". maga
zines, it will voice opinions on issues 
and also allow its guest columnists 
to do so. In the April issue's guest 
editorial ____ section~_~Speakout~'__ 
Memphis attorney Lucius Burch talks 
about the city and its class (or lack 

. I) or 1t .• 

Also included in the first issue are a 
whimsical "interview" with E. H. 
Crump, a calendar of events in the 
city, and the first of a six-part guide 
to Memphis - this month the area 

explored is southeast Memphis. 
Fashion and dining also are fea

tured, as well as a humorous piece 
called "Back Porch," so-called because 
it's the last section in the magazine. 

This isn't DeCell's first venture 
in publishing in Memphis. He also 
was editor of Pinch, a short-lived 
but entertaining tabloid which ap
peared last summer in the city. 

"Hopefully, City of Memphis will 
be able to do a lot of things that 
Pinch could never do," the 
25-year-old editor said. "We think 
we have a product that will appeal 
to most people. Obviously, we can't 
be as topical as a weekly magazine. 
The influence we have will only be 
the result of winning people's con
fidence and respect." 

Towery Press in Whitehaven is 
publisher of City of Memphis, which 
sells for 7 5 cents an issue. One-year 

_ subscriptions are $7. 
·Ken and his wife, Flonri (they met 

while he was a student at Princeton) 
both have definite ideas about who 
will buy the magazine. 

"Younger people who care about 
Memphis, what it was and what it 
can be - that's our audience." 

-jim ~oper 
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Get-aways 
A LOW-RENT DELTA BAEDEKER 

Saturday, March 20, we left Mem
phis around 11 a.m. going east on 
1-40, exiting at Hwy. 64. Two hours 
and 100 miles later we were at Shiloh~ 

It was a l~zy warm day and the 
park was crawling with Boy Scouts. 
I picked up a free map of the park 
and a 25 cent battle field map at the 
visitor center. 

Visiting the cemetery built in 
1866, I was struck by the fact that 
this was a Federal monument to the 
Federal victory; the Confederate dead 
remain in mass battlefield trenches. 
The late hour and crowds caused us 
to postpone a full tour until Sunday. 

There is no camping at Shiloh but 
Pickwick State Park 13 miles away 
has an adequate camp ground (bath
house, electricity and running water) 
for a $3 fee. We did not relish 
camping in what looked like East 
Memphis with pine trees, so we 
just packed into a hollow and pitched 
our tent on a hummock with a stream 
on either side. 

Sunday morning we were on the 
trail at Shiloh by 8 a.m. We hiked 
a 10 mile perimeter that brought 
the battle strategy into focus. The 
Hornets' Nest, Sunken Road with 
its Bloody Pond and the Peach Or
chard were oddly real, for it was 
on a Sunday morning, April 6, 1862, 
that the battle commenced. The dog
wood and redbud were in bloom, 
the birds and smaJJ animals were 
varied then as now. As a lagniappe 
there was a beautiful trail bordering 
the Tennessee River and opening 
onto a series of Indian mounds. 
(The hike was leisurely and completed 
in 5 hours, but the area is perfect for 
bicycling as well.) 

By 1 o'clock we were on the road. 
We stopped at the Dixie Cafe Uunc
tion of Hwys. 45 and 64) in Selmer 
for an all-you-can-eat feast ($3). 
Sated and rested we returned home to 
Memphis. 

-Pat Waters 

(Editor's Note - Get-aways are es
sential appendages of a true urban 
center - if only as settings in which 
to sort things out, to ventilate daily 
annoyances or manias. Center City 
would like to learn of other get-aways 
for the budget-minded. If you don't 
mind sharing your favorite spots, 
send us a how-to description of 
a typical jaunt to your get-away.) 

MIDTOWN CO-OP UNDERWAY 

Ananda Marga, a local service or
ganization, has formed a food coop
erative in Midtown. It runs on a 
weekly basis and deals in vegetables, 
fruits, dairy products and grains. 

Orders are placed early in the week 
and picked up the following Saturday 
afternoon. Members work a few hours 
each month and this way expenses 
such as wages and overhead are 
avoided. The foodstuffs are sold 
slightly above wholesale price. 

When membership expands enough, 
the co-op will move from its present 
location at 1486 Monroe Avenue 
to a storefront location. 

Introductory meetings are held 
every· Saturday morning at 10:00 a.m. 
at the Peabody Community Center 
on Central and Tanglewood. 

For more information call 
272-1179, 276-3052 or 726-9672. 

Eat To Live/Live To Eat 
The Seed, a new health food 

grocery-deli-restaurant, has opened 
at the corner of Jefferson and Tucker. 
Jane Parker, former partner in Whole 
Foods General Store, said the new 
venture is backed by a collective of 
10 people who wish to make good 
natural foods available. 

And good it is. I had a large glass 
of fresh grapefruit juice and a carob 
brownie. I went back the next day 
for some moist and rich cashew-pecan 
cake and a French seed roll of whole 
wheat. 

A variety of breads and cakes are 

baked daily; the flour is ground on 
the premises. There are fresh, organ
ically grown vegetables and fruits 
(to be enlarged by the seasonal 
garden) and a large stock of Wisconsin 
cheeses made with vegetable rennet. 

Ms Parker said production of 
yoghurt and cottage cheese will begin 
soon. Juices are 35-40 cents; large 
cheese sandwiches $1.25; lunch and 
dinner are 85 cents. The hours are 
9-midnight, 7 days a week. The 
food I had was delicious. Drop in and 
feel good about eating. 

-Pat Waters 

An Eater's Guide to Memphis -or
Forking Your Way to Happiness 
JIM'S PLACE, 52 South Second 
Street. A Mid-South tradition for more 
than 50 years, Jim's Place is primarily 
a meat and potatoes restaurant. 
Two charcoal-broiled steaks on the 
menu, a sirloin strip and a filet 
mignon, are among the best in 
Memphis and highly recommended. 
Jim's also serves an excellent salad. 
A pleasant touch is a relish dish that 
is provided with all dinners. It 
includes assorted peppers, carrots, 
celery, and such. Steaks at Jim's, 
by the way, always are served ex
actly as you request them. Try the 
souflima (roasted pork on a skewer 
served on rice). For dessert, the black 
bottom pie is delicious. Reasonably 
priced luncheons are available - but 
come early, it gets crowded. The bar 
has a variety of drinks and beer, but 

the wine cellar is limited, so try 
and bring your own (be prepared, 
though, for the fee to remove the 
cork). All in all, a fine restaurant that 
deserves its reputation. 

ANDERTON'S-EAST, 1901 Madison 
Avenue. The sales people at Gucci's in 
New York reputedly are worse than 
Parisian cab drivers. The waitresses 
at Anderton's, with a minimum of 
effort, could outdo the sales people 
at Gucci's! The food tends to be 
over-cooked - and don't be surprised 
by the size of your bill. 

THE WAFFLE SHOP, 102 North 
Se€ond Street. During Lent, the 
place to see and be seen at lunch 
is The Waffle Shop at Calvary 
Episcopal Church. Women from 
Episcopal parishes throughout the city 
serve the food with a promptness and 
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efficieftey- that eou-ld well haue out 
paced the Allied landing force at 
Normandy Beach. Opened Monday 
through Friday, 11:30 a.m. till 
1:30 p.m., until April9. 

-Andrew S. Scott, III 

Memphis Group Seeks Options In Public Education 

The Options in Public Education 
Forum is a local group interested in 
promoting the concept of greater 
variety in educational approaches 
within the public school system. 
This group and the MSU College 
of Education recently held a three-day 
conference to explore the possibil
ities. 

The purpose of the conference 
was to inform parents, teachers, 
and other interested citizens about 
the "options in education" movement 
and to give participants an opportun
ity to determine what kinds of op
tions they would like available within 
the Memphis public school system. 

Featured speakers included Dr. 
Daniel Burke, an Indiana University 
education professor; Nathaniel 
Blackman, principal of the experi
mental Metro High School in Chicago; 
and Dr. Mario Fantini, a dean of 
education at the New Paltz campus 
of the State University of New York. 
Providing local leadership for the 
conference were Linda Solomon, Kay 
Portman, and Happy Jones. 

Through lectures and small dis
cussion groups Memphians learned 
how the options concept is being 
implemented in other parts of the 
country. The most interesting aspect 
of the conference, however, was . the 
sharp division between those who 

support the movement and the local 
school administrators, such as Dr. 
Willie Herenton, deputy superinten
dent of instruction, who claimed that 
the cost would be prohibitive and 
the whole idea is unrealistic. 

The problem in the eyes of local 
school officals seems to lie not so 
much with the idea of offering al
ternatives as with allowing parent/ stu
dent involvement in deciding what 
alternatives are to be offered and 
which programs might be best for 
them. The attitude of school officials 
-that parents or students should have 
little or nothing to say concerning 
a young person's education - is 
really what the conference was all 
about. 

In Memphis, citizen and parent 
support is sought - but only on the 
school system's own terms. Mothers 
are used as cookie-makers and chauf
feurs. PTA's raise money over which 
they have no control, and when PTA's 
become too interested in the educa
tional process at their school, as at 
MSU' s Campus School, they are 
disbanded. 

As a result of being shut out of 
any significant involvement, many 
parents have chosen to opt out of 
the system altogether and have 
sought alternatives offered by private 
schools like A Learning Plac;e, St. 

Mary's, or the Briarcrest schools. 
School officials, angered by the loss 

of tax dollars leaving the system 
with the children, brand all who leave 
as racists or opponents of public 
education - adding insult to the 
already injured parents and children 
who had striven to involve them
selves and support public educa
tion, only to be frustrated time and 
again. 

Children of lower income families 
have been equally frustrated; they 
cannot afford the private school 
of their choice and are caught in a 
maze of legislation including com
pulsory schooling and court-ordered 
busing. Right now, they have no 
say about their education. With 
options, they too would have a certain 
measure of freedom in how they are 
educated. 

Many who came to the conference 
no longer have their children in public 
schools, but . they were interested 
enough in public education to spend 
three days trying to thrash out the 
issues. They obviously have legitimate 
concerns. As their voices become 
louder, and they gain more support, 
the school system may be forced to 
listen and eventually deal with them. 

- Eleanor Bowman 
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Founded in 1917 
ACLU WINS POLICE SUIT 
(Continued from page one) 

Hubbard explained that field inter
rogations are usually held in high
crime areas "where crime is so totally 
woven into the fabric of the activity 
in the area that it's just a constant 
fact of life for everyone in that 
vicinity." He admitted that officers 
cruising in predominantly white areas 
of Memphis do not have the 
"heightened sense of anticipation" 
that makes such procedures necessary. 
He said that "when you look at how 
many of the felonies and misde
meanors are committed by young 
black males" - who he said were the 
source of 8 5% of criminal activity 
in Memphis - ''then it becomes 
very logical to suspect young black 
males between 15 and 25." 

Memphis has· experienced consider
able tension between the police and 
the black community in recent 
years. As a result of these tensions, 
community representatives have been 
meeting regularly with administrators 
of the Police Department and staff 
from the Community Relations 
section of the Justice Department. 
While many citizens have their own 
"civilian review boards," complaints 
against Memphis police are investi
gated by the Police Department's own 
Internal Affairs Bureau. 

This consent order, involving an un
disclosed sum for damages, is believed 
to be one of the few suits ever won 
against the Memphis Police Depart-
ment. 

-David Bowman 
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EXCITING APARTMENTS 
River View I Mid-America Mall 

The Tower, 527-6331 
Mrs. Jolley, Resident Manager 

Managed by The GALBREATH CO., Inc. 

FILM SHOWING 

"KING: MONTGOMERY TO 
MEMPHIS" 

Olivet Baptist Church 
3084 Southern Avenue 

Memphis, Tennesee 

6:00P.M. 
Sunday, April4, 1976 

No Charge 

Jointly Sponsored By: 
Olivet Baptist Church 

and 
Prescott Memorial Baptist Church 

Best Sandwiches in Town! 

POOR & HUNGRY CAFE 
1528 Madison Avenue 

Open for Lunch and Dinner 

Now Facing Court Square 

. MEMPHIS PHOTO SUPPLY 

123 S. Court 

Picture Framing 
20% Off 

(\"ou must present this ad) 
Buy Where The 

Professionals Buy ... 
There Must Be A Reason! 

Everything From Pen Points to Drafting Tables 

Monday thru Friday 8:30 'til 5:00P.M. 
Also Saturday 8:30 'til 5:00P.M. 

2027 Madison 1 (90 I) 726-5294 
Memphis, Tenn. 38104 

1n the 
MARKET 

WANTED: Male Seal-point Siamese 
for sfud - Call 274-8172 after 6 p.m. 

FOR SALE: 2 Hodaka trailbikes (125 
cc Combat Wombat & 100 cc 100-B), 
low mileage - Call Alan Copeland at 
523-4343 or, after 5, 363-2359. 

FOR SALE: 3-piece set of men's 
luggage, good condition - Call 
274-0826. 

FOR SALE: Chrome & glass dinette 
set, end table, coffee table - Call 
274-2976 after 6 p.m. 

WANTED: Memphis Heritage, Inc. 
needs old photographs of city to 
be used in audio-visual presentation
Call 276-1873 after 6 p.m. 

FOR SALE: 750 Suzuki motorcycle, 
17-foot hang-glider, 75 'Chevrolet 
pick-up truck, '68 Volvo 1800-S 
sportscar - Call 725-9732 {day) or 
726-7694 {night). 
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Double 
Parked 

The Fourth of July still is 
three months away. That means 
three more months of that red, · 
white and blue madness popu
larly referred to as the Bicenten
nial (or Buy-centennial if you 
prefer). 

Those of us who don't care to 
invest in key chains shaped like 
the Liberty Bell or door chimes 
that play The Star Spangled 
Banner rna y especially be inter
ested in the latest production 
from Circuit Playhouse. It's 
Jean Claude van Itallie's America 
Hurrah. The PR release from 
Circuit describes the play as "a 
bicentennial presentation for 
those who are sick of bicenten
~ial presentations." First pro
duced in the London Workshop 
Theater in 1969, America Hurrah 
depicts the foibles of American 
life, from suburbia to game 
shows and soap operas, all in 
three acts. 

Gene Wilkins, director of Hot l 
Baltimore, directs and also ap
pears in this production. America 
Hurrah will play Friday, Satur
day, and Sunday nights until 
April 25. Curtain is at 8:30. Call 
726-5521 for reservations. 

Neighborhoods 
VECAA MEETS ON HOUSING 

The Vollintine-Evergreen Commun
ity Action Association will hold its 
next meeting on Sunday, April 4, 
at 3 p.m. at Northside· YWCA, 1542 
Jackson Avenue. 

According to the The Evergreen 
News, area residents are greatly 
concerned about housing deteriora
tion. The April meeting will be 
devoted to appraising the situation 
and exploring possible solutions. 
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Your T -shirt collection isn't 
complete until you've got one 
emblazoned with "A. Schwab 

' Established 1876, 100 Years on 
Beale Street." The emblem is 
black on a shirt of basic white, 
in sizes ranging from Medium 
(38-40) to 4X (enormous). The 
price is $3.00 for the smaller 
sizes, $4.00 for 2X and larger, 
and they are available at, where 
else, A. Schwab Dry Goods, 
163 Beale. The 4X, by the way; 
makes a splendid nightshirt for 
your small to average size person. 

If, someday, you are strolling 
down the Mall and you suddenly 
realize that you must immedi
ately find out the exact date of 
Mother's Day, dash into the 
Russell Stover Candy Store at 10 
S. Main and put your question 
to Libby. Libby Stark, who has 
been manager for six years, 
fights a never-ending battle to 
keep the store decorated for the 
current holiday, and sub
sequently can tell you the date 
of every one. 

Russell Stover's, with its dark 
blue mirror tile facade, has 
been on Main Street for over 
forty years and is now the only 
exclusively-candy shop in Down
town. There is a vast selection 
of candies, ranging from maple 
nut fudge to Peanut Delights to 
Pineapple Jellies, with the em
phasis on chocolates. 

Since Easter is April 18th 
this year, the store is presently 
decked out in the traditional 
cellophane covered baskets 
packed with bunny-shaped 
goodies and candy eggs and the 
like. Stop in soon to admire 
Libby's decorating and gain a 
few pounds. And let your kid 
be the only one on the block 
with the prestige Easter Basket. 

Legal 
Briefs 

On March 17, a three-judge fed
eral court declared provisions 
of Tennessee's Financial Res
ponsibility Law unconstitutional 
in that it did not allow for a 
hearing on the issue of fault 
before revocation of a driver's 
license. (Case No. 74-51-NA-CV, 
U. S. District Court, Nashville.) 

Suit filed and preliminary injunc
tion issued in civil rights action 
brought by mobility handicap
ped persons. They assert that 
they are denied access to muni
cipal mass transportation because 
of the design of city's buses. 
(Case No. 75-C-704, U.S. Dis
trict Court, Milwaukee-, Wis.) 

U.S. District Court finds that 
electric service is a property 
right protected by the Four
teenth Amendment and termi
nation of service without hearing 
raises civil rights violations. (Case 
No. 73-206, U.S. District Court, 
Burlington, V t.) 

earthY ffiliQlts 

DOWNTOWN ACTIVITIES 
SHOWTIME ON THE MALL (Commerce Square- Thursdays at Noon)* 

April! - St. Mary's Episcopal Chorale (inside) 
April 8 - Southern Opera Theater (outside) 
April 15- Prince Gabe & the Millionaires with Ma Rainey (outside) 

April 22 - Suzuki Performing Group (outside) . 
DOWNTOWN EXHIBITS 

NATIONAL BANK OF COMMERCE (Lobby)* 
April - Textiles by Dena Yancey, Rosemary Doherty and Doris Spence 

MIDTOWN EXHIBITS 
BROOKS GALLERY (Tuesday thru Saturdays 10-5 & Sunday 1-5)* 

Through April 25 -Carl Gutherz Paintings -Main Gallery 
Aprill-30 - Kent Portfolio Regional Collection 

April 3-30- Jr. Mid-South 
FILM 

FRIDAY FLICS (Peabody Library- 4 & 7:30p.m.)* 

April 2 - "Islamic Civilization Today" & "In the Name of Allah" 

April 9 - "Secrets of the Dark-Blue Sea" & "Sea Sorcery" 
April 16 - "Mexico: Past and Present," "Cortez and the Legend" & "Viva 

Mexico: A Cultural Portrait" 
OLIVET & PRESCOTT MEMORIAL BAPTIST CHURCHES* 

April 4 - "King: Montgomery to Memphis" - 3084 Southern - 6:00 p.m. 
CENTER FILM SERIES (UT Student Center Auditorium) 

April2- ~'Patton"- 7:30p.m. 
April4 - "Wild Strawberries" - 4 p.m. 
April 9- "The Neck"- 7:30p.m. 
Aprilll - "The Idiot" - 4 p.m. 

FILMTRAK 

April 6 - "An Autumn Afternoon" -Jewish Community Center _ 8 p.m. 
BROOKS GALLERY* 

April4 - "The Illustrated Man" 
April18- "Richard III" 

LECTURES- REVIEWS- DIALOGUE 
AMERICAN ISSUES FORUM* 

April 6 - "The American Family" - First National Bank Auditorium at 
12:15 p.m. and the Main Library at 7:30p.m. 
April 8 - "The American Family"- Cossitt-Goodwyn Libraries-12: 15 p.m. 
April 13 - "Education for Work and for Life" - Mrs. Callie Lentz Stevens 

Assistant Superintendent, Southwest Area, Memphis Board of Education ~ 
First National Bank Auditorium at 12:15 p.m. and the Main Library at 
7:30p.m. 

April15- "Education ... "- Cossitt-Goodwyn Libraries- 12:15 p.m. 

VALU~S AN~' ETHICS LE~TURES (Int~rfaith Center, 740 Court Avenue)* 
Apnl 20 - Toward a Philosophy of Science for the Health Professions"-12 

MUSIC 
MEMP~IS STATE STRING QUARTET (MSU Harris Auditorium_ 8:15p.m.)* 

Apnl 13 - Works by Copland, Griffes, Still & Brahms -with Joan Gilbert 

BEVERLY WOLFF / MEMPHIS SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA 

April 10 & 11 -Auditorium Music Hall- Saturday at 8:30p.m. & Sun. 2:30 
SOUTHWESTERN SINGERS ANNUAL SPRING CONCERT* 

April 20 - Southwestern-at-Memphis - 8 p.m. 

DANCE 
LOOSAHATCHIE FOLK DANCERS* 

Every Thursday at 7:30 p.m. & Sunday at 7 p.m. -Wesley Foundation-MSU 
BROOKS GALLERY* 

April 11 -"The Running Image Co."- 2:30p.m. 

EVENING OF ROMANTIC BALLET (CBC Auditorium) 

April 9-10- Memphis Ballet Company- 8 p.m. 
THEATRE 

PLAYHOUSE ON THE SQUARE 

April 1-May 2 - "Bus Stop" -Wednesdays, Thursdays, Fridays & Sundays 

at 8 p.m. -Saturdays at 6:30p.m. & 10 p.m. 

CIRCUIT PLAYHOUSE 

Aprill-25 -"American Hurrah"- Fridays thru Sundays at 8:30p.m. 

BEALE STR2ET REPERTORY COMPANY (Circuit Playhouse II) 

April 1-25 - "The Sty of the Blind Pig" by Philip Hayes Dean - Fridays 

through Sunday at 8:30p.m. 

*FREE 

Send your organization's activity schedule to: 
CENTER CITY 

c/o Front Street Arts 
9 N. 2nd Street -Suite 1300 
Memphis, Tennessee 38103 

(901) 523-1542 

MEMPHIS ARTS COUNCIL INFORMATION- 278-2600 



Conversations with Downtown People 

''Put News Out ... 
Teii'Em To Open It Up" 

For decades Beale Street was wild, 
but generous, offering its residents 
the variety and excitement of an 
urban life. Now, the Street is dormant 
and the neighborhood is vacant. But 
the residents remember and reminisce. 
Recently, a group of former residents 
talked to Center City about Beale 
Street. 

-Don Donati 

CENTER CITY: What was Beale 
Street like in the 20's and 30's? 

MRS. LENA ARNOLD: It was a busy 
street, night and day. 

MR. ERNEST "DEEP SIX" 
ABERNATHY: Night and day, 
walkin' up and down the street, in the 
park. Most of the places sold beer and 
whiskey. Bootlegged whiskey! Beer 
and a restaurant in front, and gamblin' 
in the hack. Open gamblin' - all 
over, everywhere! 

Illustration by Brad McMillan 

ARNOLD: What about the old 
wagon yard? [laughter] At Second 
and Beale. They had a restaurant at 
the corner. People from the country 
-Whitehaven and different places -
would come. They'd bring their 
vegetables .... They didn't know no 
other place to go. They'd park their 
mules and wagon, go back there and 
they were ballin! Go into the cafe 
to drink and have a good time. 

CENTER CITY: Did you meet 
most of your friends on Beale Street? 

ABERNATHY: Yeah! Hell! Meet 
people on Blue Monday. And the 
cooks were off on Thursday. We'd 
have a hell of a time on Thursday! 
[laughter] 

CENTER CITY: Blue Monday? 

ARNOLD: Everybody on Monday 
mornin' go to Beale. Everybody 
balled! Spend that money and buy 
that oil! 
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Memphis Celebrates 
Its Ethnic Origins Carol Coletta 

The many faces of Memphis will 
be reflected in the city's ftrst Inter
national Festival to be held April 
29-May 2 in the Court Square area 
of Mid-America Mall. The event 
will begin a new season of 
community-wide celebrations in 
Down town Memphis. 

CENTER CITY: What's oil? 

ABERNATHY: Corn Whiskey and 
beer. [laughter] It was enough for 
you to enjoy yourself. Nobody 
had money, but they had a good time. · 
. .. We had everything - Memphis 
Meat Market, Coles Grocery, Pantaze 
Drug Store, doctors' offices, lawyers 
- everything! Saloons! Old Peewee's 
place. Fascini owned it. Most Italians 
had saloons, Jews had pawn shops 
and Greeks had restaurants - Ala
bama Cafe, New Orleans, One Minute. 

ARNOLD: One Minute Cafe. [laugh
ter] Service in a minute. Buy you a 
hot dog and mug of beer. You turn 
your head and you look back that 
dog and beer were gone. You didn't 
have that, someone got it. [laughter] 

(Continued on page 3) 

All of the major international 
groups are cooperating to provide 
a full four-day schedule of enter
tainment, demonstrations, fashion 
shows and displays. International 
food booths representing China, India, 
Greece, Gennany, and France will 
round out the activity. 

] eanette Spann of the International 
Group of Memphis, Inc., is coor
dinating the center stage entertain
ment. The events include most every
thing from Thai dancing and 
Venezuelan music to a strolling 
violinist. (See EARTHLY DELIGHTS 
for more complete entertainment 
listing.) 

The colorful, canopied booths 
used frequently last year in Confed
erate Park will house an international 
bazaar. Some of the items to be sold 
and displayed include Year of the 
Dragon posters from San Francisco's 
Chinatown, pottery and baskets-- from 
Chucalissa, origami-fashioned paper 
birds, and ribbons bearing your very 
own name in Chinese. 

The Memphis International Festival 
is an officially recognized event by 
the Memphis Bicentennial Commis
sion. 

MRS. ARNOLD: Gambling on the 
street, sidewalk, anywhere. People 
had to step over 'em. Police runnin' 
them all day - never catchin' any
body. That's the way it was .... What 
was the place on Beale and Fourth? 

The Eloquence of Simplicity 
Photos by Alan Copeland 

MR. ABERNATHY: Panama Club! 
We had a . club called Yell ow Dog. 
Same thing - serving whiskey and 
gamblin' in the back. Oh, Yeah! 
We had policy. They played policy 
all up and down the street. 

CENTER CITY: How did it work? 

ARNOLD: Numbers. You bought 
three numbers, just like if you bought 
a dime and you played 3, 6, 9 or 3, 8, 
21. If those numbers come straight 
down or across you'd. caught one. 

CENTER CITY: Did you ever win? 

ARNOLD: Sure man! Many times. 

CENTER CITY: Was there a market 
down there? 

ARNOLD: Beale Street Market! 

ABERNATHY: Big old market with 
different . stalls in there. Some sold 
vegetables, some sold meat, some 
sold fruit, some sold bakery products. 
All fresh. 



CENTER CITY PAGE 2 

Beale St. Repertory 
Succeeds With Philip Dean Play 

'STY OF THE BLIND PIG' 

The play is set in Chicago during 
the late 1950's; the upheavals of the 
Movement are yet nascent. This is 
neither a black nor a political play. 
It is a love story - or rather a story 
of those who seek for love. 

Alberta is a middle-aged spinster 
who lives with her mother, a clinging, 
emotionally greedy woman, blind to 
everyone's needs but her own. Alberta 
works as a maid for a white family 
with whom she has no personal bonds 
(not excluding the husband's ass 
pinching). Although she fmds no 
solace in her mother's unquestioning 
religiosity, she writes obituaries and 
funeral orations. A chance encounter 
with a blind street singer is the 
catalyst which enables her to confront 
the empty, unloving life she leads. She 
recreates a funeral service given for 
the man she loved but had never 

dared to approach. This cri du coeur is 
emotionally raw - a trance-like 
melding of fundamentalist religion 
and sexual frustration - and is 
terribly moving. 

Jean Sumler exemplifies the unful-:
filled spinster; her movements are 
marvelously tight and nervous. Harold 
Gentry, as Blind Jordan, seems an 
impassive Buddha, accepting the 
violence of his bordello-born art. 
Hazel Wright can wag her chin as the 
maligned mama with wonderful 
self-righteousness. 

Deborah Hardin orchestrated this 
play with superb direction. The set 
is one of immaculate poverty. The 
eye cannot help but stray to a crucifix 
superimposed on a mirror and 
surrounded by ornamental flowers 
and lights. 

-Pat Waters 

Don't Put Ketchup 
·On The Bean Sprout Burger 

Downtown Memphis and health 
food have something in common. 

They've both got a bad name. 
Ask the average Memphian what 

Downtown is like and he'll tell you 
it's crowded and dirty and dangerous. 
Mention health food to the same 
person and he'll '~probably turn up 
his nose and argue that it has all the 
flavor of a roasted Philodendron. 

Repeat either of the above fallacies 
to Helen1 Hillsman and you're likely 
to have a ftght on your hands. But, 
most probably, you'll get a stern 
lecture, both on Downtown's potential 
and the delights of organic fruits, 
vegetables, and meats. 

Helen felt so strongly about both 
subjects, in fact, that on March 1 
she opened Shangri-la in the 
Emerald-Cay Mall at 99 South Second 
Street. It is Downtown Memphis' 
only health food restaurant and 
devotees of the place are enthusias
tically spreading the word about it. 

Visit Shangri-la and there's a variety 
of sandwiches to choose from: all-beef 
bologna and cheese, and avocado and 
hard-boiled egg, for instance. Both 
are served with sprouts, herb 
seasonings, and dills on grain wheat 
or home-style white bread with 
delicious home-made mayonnaise. 

There's also fresh-ground peanut 
butter and preserves sandwiches. 
Beverages include Hot Spring 

Mountain Valley Mineral Water, and 
the Shangri-la Health Shake (a 
blending of kefrr, honey, and 
protein). Herb teas also are available 
in flavors such as peppermint, rose 
hips, chamomile, alfalfa, and the 
ever-popular Red Zinger. Yogurt and 
organic fruits are served, and, on 
certain days, apples baked with 
honey, nuts and raisins. 

Helen Hillsman came Downtown 
because - in her words - "I saw 
the need for a good, fast, nutritious, 
and delicious lunch." She is amused 
by people who vow that all health 
foods are unappetizing and without 
taste. 

"We've converted a few since 
we've been Downtown," she laughs. 
Helen tells the story about a young 
couple who came in and ordered, 
very hesitantly, peanut butter sand
wiches. They enjoyed the sandwiches 
so much they proceeded to order 
chef salads, bologna and cheese 
sandwiches, yogurt, and apple juice 
while Helen watched, amazed. 

Helen and assistants Judy Journey 
and Sharon Amis also take phone 
orders at 523-1599. 

"I think we're Downtown to stay," 
Helen says. "Already, customers are 
asking us to buy more tables and 
chairs!" 

-jim Roper 

Budget: by B,ad McMillan 

Watching: 
A Study In 
Minutiae 

"Effective budgeting requires continuing inquiry, 
analysis, review, feedback, and planning if max
imum service is to be provided to the community 
from available resources." 

City of Memphis Budget Procedures Manual 

Once a year we get a newspaper 
insert called Report to the Tax
payers which describes what the City 
of Memphis does with our money. 
It doesn't give much information; but 
then most people prefer it that way. 
If you'd like to know more, lots more, 
you'll need to go to the seven fat 
volumes of the City of Memphis 
Operating Budget Request for the 
coming fiscal year. 

Conventional wisdom says that 
even if you have the budget docu
ment, there's too much information 
there to make sense of it. This is at 
least half true. But there is a way, 
if you do your homework, to get 
into budget-watching and find out 
what's happening to your money; 

The key to the operating budget 
is the Procedures Manual; it explains 
what the numerical codes mean, 
what the abbreviations stand for, 
and what the various request forms 
reproduced in the documents do. 
Get a copy and keep it with you for 
reference. 

Let's pick a sample volume and see 
what information it has - the first 
volume of the Division of Public 
Works budget request, a two-volume 
set, for the fiscal year 1975. (City 
government is divided into divisions, 
which are subdivided into bureaus.) 

First comes the "letter of trans
mittal" from the division director. It 
needs to be read carefully, because 
it should tell what general changes 
have been made - major budgetary 
increases, administrative re-organiza
tions, and so on. 

Neit come the budget statements 
of each bureau. Bureaus present their 
own letters of transmittal, display 
their organizational charts and give 
line-item accounts of every salaried 
pos1t1on. Of particular interest are 
the forms requesting "additional 
personnel," telling how many new 
people are being requested, and why. 

Further on in the bureau budgets, 
"units of activity" are reported; these 
are tabular totals designed to justify 
their output in measurable work 
units (man-hours, square feet, miles, 
etc.). 

"Materials and supplies" requests 
follow; they show the dollar cost 
and justifications. Evaluation here 
is particularly difficult. Fqr example, 
when the Director of Public Works 
is allocated 1800 gallons of gasoline, 
about 6.9 gallons per working day, 
who is to know whether this is enough 
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oftoo much for. hts jo-b? 
We conclude this sample volume 

with "capital outlays" forms, more 
elaborate as to the information de
manded, and "vehicle replacement" 
forms. 

In reviewing the request of each 
bureau, about 80 or so in city govern
ment, we might remember there is a 
"domino effect" at work: each 
additional personnel request will 
usually be followed by an additional 
desk, office equipment, auto main
tenance allowance, gas and oil allow
ance, and a new car or truck.· 

Since the budget requests are sent 
to the City Council for legislative 
review in the eleventh hour, say in 
May, and approval is expected by 
June, it's not surprising that choice 
cuts are difficult to come by. For 
every line item cut there are thou
sands of items that stay in simply 
because no one has the time to wade 
through all the requests and 
cross-check their justifications. 

An alternative to the "fine tooth 
comb" technique is to look at each 
bureau as a whole as it relates to the 
city. If, for example, construction of 
new subdivisions in Memphis has 
stopped due to overbuilding or a 
downturn in the economy, then 
bureaus like Subdivisions Develop
ment or Civil Design should be 
examined for drastic cuts in their 
activities, materials and supplies, and 
capital outlays. 

When we talk of the budget, we are 
really talking about what we want 
the city to· be. We're not merely 
talking about dollars: we're talking 
about what goals and priorities are 
needed to keep Memphis a good 
place to live. 

- David Bowman 
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' ... OPEN IT UP' (Continued from page 1) 

ABERNATHY: What 'bout Old John 
Mills? Barbecue King. Nothing but 
barbecue. White side and colored 
side. 

CENTER CITY: What happened to 
him? 

ABERNATHY: Well, for one thing, 
he got old and died; [laughter] People 
sent from California for his barbecue
Bing Crosby sent for it by air. 

CENTER CITY: Did Crump bother 
Beale Street? 

ABERNATHY: Nah, "Mr. Crump 
ain't gain' to allow it here." That's 
the song. Hell, but they did it, got 
around it by tipping the police. They 
had a machine. Voting day they 
came down and get people in wagons. 
Get corn. whiskey and watermelon 
for votin! [laughter] The machine 
did it to stay in business - that's 
how Mr. Crump stayed healthy. 

CENTER CITY: What about enter
tainment? 

ABERNATHY: All the joints had 
music, live music, not victrolas, but 
people playin' piano. Clubs had the 
Midnight Ramblers,. Brown Skin 
Molls, Ma Rainey, Butterbean and 
Susie, Pegleg Bates . . . . Duke 
Ellington, Cab Calloway, Lionel 
Hampton at the Orpheum - that's 
jazz -for 55 cents a ticket. 

Founded in 1917 
CENTER CITY: What happened to 
Beale? 

WILLIE ''BO'WEEVIL'' MARTIN: 
It was wide open till '39. After Mayor 
Crump got rich he wouldn't let 
anybody do nothin'. . . . Man, I'm 
Bo'weevil! I've been on Beale 
since 1920, lived at 598 Beale till 
Housing Authority moved me out .... 

CENTER CITY: What was on the 
streets around Beale Street? 

ARNOLD: People livin' in houses, 
flats, warehouses, apartments. 

MARTIN: They .had a wide open 
sportin' house in Memphis! 

CENTER CITY: Sporting House? 

MARTIN: Yeah, place where girls 
were. [laughter] Where you had 
fun. Go in and do whatever you 
wanted to do. . . . . I wish they'd 
do it again. 

CENTER CITY: Will that happen? 
Beale Street alive again. 

ARNOLD: Nah, no way to be the 
same. All the old times are dead and 
gone. 

MARTIN: Man, you put news out 
there - tell 'em to open it up again! 
It needs recreation, where people 
can play. Man, Keep your money 
here, not across the river. 

1st Annual Forum 
On Women's 
Health Issues 

The Memphis Center for 
Reproductive Health is spon
soring its first annual Forum on 
Women's Health Issues. A series 
of public discussions on these 
issues is scheduled for April 27, 
28 and 29. This year's featured 
guest is Sandra Elkin, the 
producer-moderator of WOMAN. 

Ms Elkins' WOMAN series is 
aired on 183 PBS stations, one of 
which is WKNO, where it is 
presented on Tuesdays at 8:30 
p.m. The approach .taken by 
Ms Elkin in her interviews is 
to offer factual information, 
given candidly, unsensationally, 
and carefully in quiet conversa
tion. She and her guests talk 
about things like health-care 
alternatives for women, mothers 
who leave home, contraception, 
divorce and divorce insurance 

' single parents, sex bias in educa-
tion, female homosexuality and 
other concerns of women 
previously ignored in public 
discussion or dominated by male 
viewpoints. 

For a full calendar of Forum 
events and encounters with 
Sandra Elkin, see EARTHLY 
DELIGHTS on page 4. 

Picture Framing 
20%' Off 

(You must present this ad) 
Buy When The 

Profelllionlls Buy ••• 
There Must Be A Reuon! 

Everything From Pen Points to Drifting Tlbles 

Mond1y thru Friday 8:30 'til 5:00P.M. 
Also Saturday 8:30 'til 5:00P.M. 

2027 Madison 1 {90 1) 72~5294 
Memphis, Tenn. 38104 

EXCITING APARTMENTS 
River View I Mid-America Mall 

The Tower, 527-6331 
Mrs. Jolley, Resident Manager 

Managed by The GALBREATH CO., Inc. 

A one dollar contribution from evezy 
CENTER CITY reader would pay our 
printing costs for one year. Please don't 
be a parasite. 

Enclosed is $ __ to help cover CENTER 
CITY expenl$es. 

NAME __________________ _ 

ADDRESS ---------------

ZIP ____ _ 

CENTER CITY 
c/o Front Street Arts 
9 N. Second Street 

Memphis, Tennell8ee 38103 
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Double 
Parked 

So, you think that, since 
Federal Bakeshop made their 
ill-timed and not particularly 
regretted exit from Downtown, 
there's no place to go to grab 
a donut for breakfast, or pick 
up a fresh-baked dessert for 

· tonight's dinner. Incorrect! In 
each of the two large department 
stores on the Mall, Goldsmith's 
and Lowenstein's, you will fmd 
a better assortment of cakes, 
cookies, and pies than Federal 
ever offered. 

The Goldsmith's Bakery is 
located on the main floor 
between the greeting cards and 
the ticket office; it has been 
in operation for twenty-three 
years. Everything is brought in 
fresh daily from the Broyles 
Bakery in Whitehaven, which 
does all of Goldsmith's actual 
baking. The specialty item is 
"Goldsmith's Famous Cheese
cake," selling at $5.25 for the 
small size and $8.10 for the 
large. The carrot cakes are also 
best-sellers, as are the apple 
cakes. The ladies there say that 
they are often sold out by 
Saturday afternoon, the busiest 
day of the week. 

Lowenstein's 'bakery is ac
tually a branch of Radefeld's, 
which has two other stores 
elsewhere in the city. Located 
for five years on the main floor, 
they boast of a complete line 
of bakery goods including 
wedding cakes, birthday cakes 
(to order a day in advance) and 
thirty-five different handmade 
breads. The Radefeld's bakeries 
are members of the Telecake 
system, whereby you can order a 
cake through them to be de
livered in another city. Try the 
Chopped Butter Bread ( 66 cents 
a loaf) toasted for breakfast. 
It's excellent. 

Both Downtown bakeshops 
say that business is as good as 
ever, which suggests that the 
Federal demise had peculiar 
causes - but that's a very 
stale story, isn't it? 

~~~~ 
EXCHANGE BUILDING/ SUITE 1300 

MEMPHIS, TENNESSEE 38103 
(901) 523-1542 

Have you ever wondered 
where you would look if you 
wanted to fmd out how to 
set your sundial for the correct 
time? Do you need the address 
of the company that sells the 
Rock-It Automatic Fish Scaler? 
Or perhaps you just need a good 
recipe for Southern cornbread. 

These fascinating bits of in
formation and much, much more 
can be found in A Catalogue of 
the South, a 343-page, ·8" x 11" 
paperback. Its cover states that 
it contains, "Thousands of things 
to make, buy, and enjoy: games, 
utensils, recipes, furniture, hand
work, recreation, food, books, 
crafts, celebrations, gadgetry, art, 
animals.'' 

The book offers hours of 
browsing enjoyment and loads of 
nearly-forgotten Southern trivia, 
even if you're not in the market 
for a Duck Decoy Kit. 

Look for it at Cossitt Library 
under catalog number 917.5034 

098C 

Legal 
Briefs 

Arguments heard and decision 
awaited by U. S. Supreme Court 
in a consumer action which seeks 
to invalidate state prohibitions 
on commercial advertising of 
prescription drugs as a violation 
of the consumer's "right to 
know. " (Vol. 44, U.S. Law 
Week, pages 3043, 3273, 3436.) 

U. S. District Court of Southern 
Ohio finds that prospective 
homebuyers who claim they 
were denied a mortage because 
they chose to buy a home in 
an intergrated neighborhood 
have a cause of action against 
the lending institution under 
Title VII of the Civil Rights 
Act of 1968. (Vol. 44, U.S. 
Law Week, page 2381.) 

ARMENIAN WORKSHOP 
The Loosahatchie Folk Dancers, 

an MSU-sponsored club, is planning 
a three-day instruction workshop in 
Armenian dance and tolklore April 
23-25. 

The workshop will be at the 
Newman Center, Patterson and 
Mynders. Instructio'n in dance will 
be given by Tom Bozigian, an 
Armenian dancer who specializes in 
the dances of his native country. 

Activity begins at 6 p.m. Friday 
night with a program of dancing 
and instruction. Instruction continues 
Saturday morning and afternoon, with 
a picnic at Audubon Park. A Saturday 
Night Festival begins at 6:30 p.m. 
It includes an Armenian dinner, a 
Him and lecture on Armenian folk 
customs, and a costume party with 
general participation dancing. The 
workshop ends Sunday morning with 
a review session and discussion of 
dance techniques by Mr. Bozigian. 

Cost for the workshop is $18. 
Reservations are necessary for the 
Saturday Night Festival, which costs 
$5. For more information, call Rod 
Miller at 725-0800. 

earthY c€1iQlts 
DOWNTOWN ACTIVITIES 

SHOWTIME ON THE MALL (Commerce Square- Thursdays at Noon)* 

April22- Suzuki Performing Group (outside) 
April26- Vollintine Children's Chorus & Westwood Chorus (outside) 

April29- Treadwell High School Swing Choir (outside) 
MEMPHIS INTERNATIONAL FESTIVAL (Court Square on the Mall)* 

April 29 - International Fashion Show at noon - Memphis City Schools 
Foreign Languages Department at 1 p.m. - Bill Thurman, strolling violinist, 
at noon till 2 p.m. -Memphis City Schools Foreign Language Department 
at 2 p.m. - Wamblee Wasechee at 3 p.m. - International Children's Choir 

at 4 p.m. 
April 30 - Venezuelan Band at noon - Memphis City Schools Foreign 
Language Department at 1 p.m. - Loosahatchie Folk Dancers at 2 p.m. 
- International Children's Choir at 4 p.m. - African Dancers at 5 p.m. 
-Miss International Goodwill Pageant at 7 p.m. 
May 1 -New Southwestern Players at 11 p.m.- Venezuelan Band at 12:30 
p.m. -Jim Crosthwait and his puppets at 2 p.m. -Suzuki Players at 3 p.m. 
-East Indian Dancers at 5 p.m. -German Folk Dancers at 6 p.m.- Filipino 
Dancers & Fashions at 7 p.m.- Thai Dancers & Fashions at 8 p.m.
Venezuelan Band at 9 p.m. 
May 2 - Japanese Dancers & Fashions at 1 p.m. - Southwestern Madrigal 
Singers at 2 p.m. - Bill Thurman, strolling violinist, at 1 p.m. till 3 p.m. -
Greek Dancers at 4 p.m.- African Dancers at 5 p.m. 

DOWNTOWN EXHIBITS 
NATIONAL BANK OF COMMERCE (Lobby)* 

April - Textiles by Dena Yancey, Rosemary Doherty and Doris Spence 
MEMPHIS INTERNATIONAL FESTIVAL (Booth displays at Court Sq.)* 

FILM 
CENTER FILM SERIES (UT Student Center Auditorium) 

April23- "Take the Money and Run"- 7:30p.m. 
April 25 - "Nazarin" - 4 p.m. 

April30- "Paper Chase"- 7:30p.m. 
May 2 - "Paths of Glory" - 4 p.m. 

BROOKS GALLERY (2:30p.m.)* 
April18 - "Richard II" 
May 2 - "Voyage to the Bottom of the Sea" 

COMMUNITY BOOKSHOP PRESENTATION* 
May 6- "Dreams and Nightmares"- Room B of Peabody Library-7:30p.m. 

LECTURES - DIALOGUE 
FORUM ON WOMEN'S HEALTH ISSUES featuring SANDRA ELKIN* 

April 27 - WOMAN showings with feedback: "Unnecessary Surgery," 
"Breast Cancer" & "Childbirth" in MSU Speech and Drama Building, Room 
G-25 at 7 p.m. 
April 28 - UT School of Nursing in Wassell-Randolph Auditorium at 11:30 
p.m. - · MSU Student Center at 2 p.m. - "The Total Woman: Our Bodies, 
Our Selves" and a reception in Memphis Academy of Art Auditorium at 
7 p.m. 
April 29 - Southwestern University in East Lounge of Student Center at 
10 a.m. 

AMERICAN ISSUES FORUM* 
April 20 - "In God We Trust" ~ Father Milton Guthrie, Holy Names 
Catholic Church- First National Bank Auditorium at 12:15 p.m. 
April 20 - "In God ... " - Rev. William B. Trimble, Grace St. Luke's 
Episcopal- Main Library-7:30p.m. 
April22- "In God ... "- Dr. James A. Wax, Temple Israel
Cossitt-Goodwyn Libraries- 12:15 p.m. 

April 27 - "A Sense of Belonging"- family counselors from Family Service 
~First National Bank Auditorium at 12:15 p.m. & Main Library at 7:30p.m. 

April29- "A Sense .•. "- Cossitt-Goodwyn Libraries- 12:15 p.m. 
MUSiC 

GINA BACHAUER /MEMPHIS SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA 

April 24 & 25 - Auditorium South Hall - Saturday at 8 p.m. ~ Sunday at 
3:00p.m. 

MEMPHIS INTERNATIONAL FESTIVAL* 
DANCE 

ARMENIAN WORKSHOP 
April 23-25 - For details see article on page 4 

MEMPHIS INTERNATIONAL FESTIVAL* 
THEATRE 

WORKSHOP THEATRE (162 North Tucker) 
Through April 25 - "Stopwatch" & "Asylum" - Fridays thru Sundays at 
8:30p.m. 

PLAYHOUSE ON THE SQUARE 
April-May 2 - "Bus Stop" - Wednesdays, Thursdays, Fridays & Sundays 
at 8 p.m.- Saturdays at 6:30p.m. & 10 p.m. 

BEALE STREET REPERTORY COMPANY-(Circuit Playhouse II) 
Through April 25 - "The Sty of the Blind Pig" by Philip Hayes Dean 

Fridays through Sunday at 8:30 p.m. - Call 726-9429 for reservations -
tickets are $4 & $3 with a student ID 

*FREE MEMPHIS ARTS COUNCIL INFORMATION - 278-2600 



'New Uses for Old Spaces' 
to be Course Topic -carol coletta 

Everybody's talking about Down
town housing, and a few people are 
actually doing something about it. 
One or two projects have begun 
but many more are rumored. It 
is certain only that there is a wide, 
new interest in Jiving Downtown 
today and that much of it is in 
buildings never before in residential 
use. And there's the rub: converting 
old spaces to new uses poses a com
plexity of problems, ranging from 
design · to zoning and building codes. 
Those with the desire and the re
sources need to know how and where 
to begin. 

To help solve the puzzle, the 
Downtown Council, National Bank 
of Commerce and Union Planters 
National Bank are joining with 
Shelby State Community College 
to offer an eight-week continuing 
education course entitled "Back to 
the City: New Uses for Old Spaces." 
The course, which begins May 12, 
is designed to acquaint Memphians 
with the unique opportunities for 
developing innovative living spaces 
in the Downtown area. 

The opening session will feature 
John Sower, a mortgage banker 
from Washington, D.C. who travels 
widely, putting together financing 
for renovation and restoration pro
jects. Slides provided by Philip Morris, 
urban design specialist with Southern 
Living magazine, will serve as an intro
duction to the session, scheduled 

.~ ill May 12, 10:30 a.m. f 1:30 p.m., 
in the NBC auditorium. Separate 
tickets are available with lunch at the 
Petroleum Club included. All other 
classes are scheduled from 7:00 p.m.-

9:00 p.m. at various Downtown 
locations. 

Lee Adler, III, stockbroker from 
Savannah, Georgia and me,mber of the 
board of the National Trust for 
Historic Preservation, is conducting 
the June 16 class. Adler has invested 
much of his personal fortune in the 
Savannah restoration. Before-and-after 
slides will accompany his presen
tation. 

Following the May 12 meeting, 
classes and their locations are: 

May 19- "Downtown Redevelop
ment: An Overview" - Norman 
Brewer, Manager, Downtown Council 
& Henry Evans, CAO, City of 
Memphis - at Chamber of Commerce 

May 26- "Old Spaces: An Inven
tory" - Jerry Cunningham, realtor, 
Edward Le Master Co. - at Wolf 
River Society 

June 2 - "New Uses for Old Spaces: 
Case Histories" - Charles Shipp, 
architect - at Gassner, Nathan, & 
Partners 

June 9 - "Rehabilitation: How to Do 
It or Have It Done" - Jack Tucker, 
architect, Roy Harrover & Assoc. & 
Griff Burr, engineer, Griff Burr and 
Assoc.- at 41 Union 

June 16 -"Back t'o the City: The 
Price You Pay" -Lee Adler, member 
of board, National Trust for Historic 
Preservation - at Burch, Porter & 
Johnson 

June 23- "Space Planning: Or What 
to Tell- . Your Mother When- She 
Asks, '\Vhere's the Den?' " - Mary 

Jazz is Focus 
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of Rite of Spring 
Southwestern's Annual Rite of 

Spring Festival brings an afternoon 
and evening of jazz to the Memphis 
community Sunday, May 16. 

Featured performers in this year's 
Jazz Festival include the McCoy 
Turner Sextet, Michael Urbaniak 
and Urszula Dudziak, Oregon, and 
Dave Liebman. 

The festival will be held in the 
Southwestern College stadium with 
gates to open at 2 p.m. 

"The concert is intended to be an 
enjoyable day's activity in the May 

. sun, with a listening experience 
now rare to Memphis, jazz music," 

Johnson, interior designer, Interior 
& Graphic Designers, Inc. - at Walter 
Buford Law Office 

June 30- "Reprise" - at Rendezvous 

The cost of the eight-week session 
is $30. For registration information 
call SSCC Continuing Education at 
5 28-6 79 8 or pick up a brochure at 
the Mall office at 14 S. Main. 

a promoter of the event explained. 
"With this year's festival, 
Southwestern returns a genre of music 
with deep roots in this city through 
an event which is planned to enhance 
Memphis' musical heritage." 

McCoy Tyner was voted "J azzman 
of the Year" and "Number 1 Pianist" 
in Downbeat magazine's 1975 readers 
poll, and was selected " Musician of 
the Year for the World" in a recent 
] azz Forum poll. His latest album is 
"Atlantis." 

Michael Urbaniak grew up in 
Poland, first developing an interest 
in jazz through the saxophone. Not 
wishing to merely imitate the 
American jazz scene, he adopted the 
violin as his instrument of expression, 
and now plays it almost exclusively. 
He was voted "Best European Jazz 
Musician" of 1972-73 by jazz Forum. 
His group was voted "Number 1 
European Jazz Group of 1972-73" in 
the same poll. Urbaniak's wife, 
Urszula Dudziak, uses her voice as 
an instrument to enhance the 

(Continued on page 2) 

Paul Coppock on Memphis Old and New 
Paul Coppock, writer of the 

"Mid-South Memoirs" column for The 
Commercial Appeal, has written a new 
book on Memphis. Memphis Sketches, 
published by Friends of Memphis and 
Shelby County Libraries, will be on 
sale in May in local bookstores and all 
the area libraries for $10.95. 

Recently I met with Mr. Coppock 
to discuss the new book and its 
subject - Memphis past and present. 

-Pat Waters 

Why does this town have such little 
interest in its past? 

PAUL COPPOCK: Certainly there 
has been a failure to preserve the 
buildings which have a special 
meaning to Memphis' development. 
Look at the contrast between 
Memphis' neglect and the preservation 
along the east coast: New.. York, 
Boston, Philadelphia, Charleston. This 
lack of interest seems out of place 
for I've found a tremendous number 
of very interesting people and ex
tremely unusual happenings. The 
town has grown so fast that new
comers tend to hold ties to old hom~ 
towns and the history has been 
neglected so long that it has not been 
easily recorded. 

However the situation is changing. 
The growth of the West Tennessee 
Historical Society shows this and 
the response to my column is stronger 
now. Really I came into this through 
another column, ''The Night Desk',' a 
question and answer column on the 
editorial page. I thought it would be 
a general column, but the number 
of questions about Memphis and its 

region were remarkable and I had to 
change the thrust of the column. 

Do you think this a-historical attitude 
has to do with Memphis' being a 
frontier town, born in the boom of 
early westward expansion? 

MR. COPPOCK: Oh Memphis was the 
West; it was the frontier. I think it 
was trying too hard to be urban. One 
special thing about Memphis is the 
small number of old families. The 
War killed many heirs but the Yellow 
Fever wiped out whole families. 
There are few old names left -
Overton, McLemore, Winchester -
but small seed when compared to the 
East. It seems to me the proportion 
of old established families is too low 
for their ideas to be •totally accepted 
by newcomers. I don't think the 
frontier has much weight in the 
disinterest in the city. 

Don't you think these newcomers 
bring their rural backgrounds, their 
ideals of individuality and inde
pendence - that they have no urban 
experience? 

MR. COPPOCK: Don't forget those 
hometowns are within reach; they 
may marry here but its just a short 
drive to get mama. The ties are still 
there. Memphis certainly has less 
interest in its past than a standard 
city, but there is evidence of change. 
The formation and strength of the 
West Tennessee Historical Society, 
the growth in the DAR and UDC 
chapters. There has been a tone 
change in letters about the destruction 
of old buildings. The Fontaine House 

has weddings and receptions; there 
are bus tours which bring people in. 
Fifteen years ago it was nothing -
what would you like to see done? 

The Fontaine House, Victorian Village 
- all that's pretty, but how did the 
poor people, working people live? For 
instance, the new Mall has removed 
all the 19th century curbs. 

MR. COPPOCK: Did you know 
they were Irish granite - came over 
as ballast on empty cotton ships. 
They would stop in Ireland and pick 
up the granite and throw it on the 
levee when they loaded up with 
cotton. The river captains picked 
up the stone and brought it up here 
to sell to the city. 

What do you think of the new Main 
Street Mall? 

MR. COPPOCK: It won't be the 
economic cureall they think. It has 
possibilities, in view of the experience 
at San Antonio and Knoxville. Having 
been designed on the basis of exper
ience, errors have been avoided. It 
must go up. Downtown couldn't 
get more down. The possibilities of 
old buildings being renovated are 
considerable; for medium and high 
income people it can be attractive. 
On the high bluff from Beale to the 
river bluff inn the view is terrific; 
someone could get a gold mine there. 
High rent and an exclusive attitude 
could catch frre - couldn't be people 
with school age children. 

I am a bit uneasy about some 
businessmen who want a fourth side 
of the expressway. The idea has 

been knocked down time and again. 
The public is disenchanted with 
expressways in general. They are not 
such a wonderful solution - built 
up too many hopes. I don't get on the 
expressway just to go 6 blocks. I 
prefer the old scenic highways. 

Well then I guess you are relieved 
that the expressway is not going 
through the Park? 

MR. COPPOCK: It will have to go 
through the park. It is a great tragedy 
of money wasted in the delay. I resent 
getting a summary of these things. It 
comes back as a slash through the 
park when the slash was there 
before the park. It's simply a widening 
of an existing road. And that is not 
virgin forest. These self-righteous 
crusaders misrepresent everything .... 

Parking is the hump Downtown 
has to get over. To compete with 
those shopping centers - free parking 
and stores so close - it will have to 
do something about parking .... The 
mall by logic and theory should 
attract specialty shops which would 
not support a duplicate in White
haven. The place for all those shops 
is Downtown .. 

If you're overbooked and need 
to make room on your shelves 
for new acquistions, a good solu
tion is to donate unwanted 
books to the Planned Parent
hood Book Sale to be held May 
7-9 in Overton Square. Call 
683-9079 and someone will 
collect your book donations. 



Double 
Parked 

What can you do with a store
front space that is eight feet 
wide and one hundred fifty 
feet deep? A one-lane bowling 
alley? No. Try a peanut shop. 

Planters Peanuts, owned and 
operated by Justin Adler, has 
been at 24 S. Main since 1945. 
In this incredibly narrow space, 
Mr. Adler sells 36 kinds of candy 
and 20 varieties and/or mixes 
of nuts, which he roasts fresh 
daily. 

The Mr. Peanut in the window 
originally tapped on a silver 
dollar, but inflation has now re
duced it to a 50-cent piece. And 
Mr. Adler says that the 
person-sized Mr. Peanut will 
return to Downtown for the Mall 
dedication, after an absence of 
fifteen years. 

Planters Peanuts is open 
Monday through Saturday from 
10 a.m. to 5 p.m., and while 
you're there, take special note 
of the wallpaper. 

ELDERLY HAVE THEIR DAY 
May has been designated Senior 

Citizens Month. A consortium of 
senior citizens' groups has planned 
an entire month of varied activities 
for Memphis senior citizens. The 
events include a dance, a senior 
citizens' parade, a 'fishing picnic and 
a ride on the Memphis Queen. 

Of particular interest will be 
the Second Annual Forum on Aging 
which will be conducted at the 
Josephine K. Lewis Center beginning 
at 12:30 p.m. on May 7. Paticipants in 
the forum will include Commissioner 
Arthur Fleming, U. S. Administration 
on Aging; Mr. Frank Jones, State 
Director of Medicaid; Warren Maddox, 
District Director of the Social 
Security Administration; and Jon L. 
Sasser, Director of Legal Services for 
Senior Citizens. 
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MoviesMoviesMm 
ALL THE PRESIDENT'S MEN 
with Robert Redford and Dustin 
Hoffman. 

For years, newspaper reporters have 
been telling us that the reality of their 
jobs is nothing like the stereotype 
which old Hollywood presented 
in countless Front Page-type pictures. 
No irascible editors with 
hearts of gold, no eager, pr~bing, 
young reporters pursuing a dramatic 
"scoop." Yet that is exactly the 
picture (albeit somewhat modernized) 
that All the President's Men presents, 
presumably based entirely on fact. 

Most of us are now familiar with 
the outlines of the story of how 
Woodward and Bernstein, the young 
Washington Post reporters, uncovered 
and relentlessly exposed the machina
tions of the Nixon crew behind the 
Watergate burglary. The movie re
quires a certain knowledge of the 
players to keep score of all the names 
it throws out, and the script seems 
to have one of the reporters ex
claiming "Jesus!" about every five 
minutes as he turns up another 
revelation. Dustin Hoffman, as 
Bernstein, gives a rather mannered 
performance, striving just a bit too 
hard to be a lovable young slob. 
Robert Redford's Woodward is stolid 
and tentative, a pose which fits the 
character for a change. 

- Robert A. Lanier 

JAZZ RITE OF SPRING 
(Continued from front page) 
group's music. 

Oregon consists of Paul 
McCandless, oboe, English horn and 
bass clarinet; Glen Moore, bass, flute, 
and piano; Collin Walcott, tabla, 
sitar, and percussion; and Ralph 
Towner, guitars, piano and French 
hom. 

Their sound can be described 
as chamber music, acoustic in nature, 
utilizing a nearly-forgotten mode of 
delivery, the ensemble approach. 

Dave Liebman combines two ir
reconcilable musical strains: the 
electric jazz-rock fusion sound pio
neered by Miles Davis, and the more 
linear, free-blowing tradition of small 
group mainstream jazz as it evolved 
in the 60's through the impetus of 
musicians such as John Coltrane. 

General admission tickets are $5.50 
and are available at all Goldsmith's 
ticket offices, Pop-l's Record Room, 
Overton Square ticket booth, and 
Select-0-Hits Record Shop. 

SOCIETY TAKES THE HEAT OFF 

You think you know what the 
Humane Society is, don't you? They 
operate the humane shelter for stray 
animals, right? Wrong. The City 
operates the animal shelter, or pound, 
and its official name is the Memphis 
Animal Shelter. So what is the 
Memphis Humane Society? It's a 
dynamic group of some zooo· 
Memphians which, in the last three 
years, has gone from a homeless, 
one-woman volunteer organization 
to a full-time cruelty investigator, 
with an animal ambulance, a paid 
office administrator, permanent head
quarters at 710 Philadelphia and a 
24-hour answering service. 

The Society spends thousands of 
dollars annually to pay vets for 
patching up injured, homeless 
pooches. They place hundreds of stray 
animals in new homes every year and 
prosecute numerous cases of animal 
cruelty ( with varying degrees of 
success). 

Lots of roaming dogs in your 
neighborhood? Don't call the Humane 
Society. Call the City Animal Shelter 
or the Mayor. 

The Society hopes to start a birth 
control program soon. Now is their 
annual fund-raising time; their goal 
is $100,000, which, if raised, will 
be used to start a Spaying program. 
The Spaying program would supple
ment the veternarian's fee for spaying 
or neutering dogs and cats, reducing 
the amount of money needed for 
this service by pet owners who c;an't 
afford the full fee. · 

If you would like to join the 
Humane Society or simply make a 
donation, call 272-1753 and do 
something for animals .. 

Picture Framing 
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DOWNTOWN ACTIVITIES 
MEMPHIS IN MAY 

May 1- Barge landing- Riverfront* 
May 1 - Ramada Inn 8c Rendezvous 
Alley Party- 7:30 till12:30 a.m.* 
May 5 - Maid of Cotton Fashion 
Show - Rivennont - noon 
May 1 & 8 - Historical Hike -
Martyrs Park* 
May 7 - Cotton Makers Jubilee -
Parade 8c Coronation - Downtown . 
at 7:30p.m.* 
May 15 -Senior Citizens' Parade* 

WOOLF BROS. FASHION SHOW* 
May 13 - WB Shop - 12:15 p.m. 

SHOWTIME ON THE MALL* 
May 3 - Richland Jr. High School 
Jazz Band - noon - NBC plaza 
May 4- U.S. Navy Country 
Band - noon - NBC plaza 
May 5 - Central High Concert & 

Gospel Choirs - noon - NBC 
May 6 - Mini Carnival with clown, 
balloon, etc. - noon - NBC plaza 
May 7 - Memphis Preparatory 
School bicentennial presentation -
noon - NBC plaza 

FILM 
CENTER SERIES (UT Student Aud.) 

May 2 - "Paths of Glory" - 4 p.m. 
May 7 - "Mary, Queen of Scots" 
-7:30p.m. 
May 9 - "Smiles of a Summer Night" 
-4p.m. 
May 14 - "Giant" - 7:30 p.m. 
May 16 - ''To Catch A Thief"-4 

BROOKS GALLERY (2:30p.m.)* 
May 2 - "Voyage to the Bottom 
of the Sea" 
May 16 - ''Walls of Fire" 

MUSIC 
METROPOLITAN OPERA WITH 
THE MEMPHIS SYMPHONY 

May 10 - "La Gioconda" - 8 p.m. 
- Dixon-Myers Hall 
May 11 - "Aida" 
May 12 - "Un Ballo In Machera" 

BEETHOVEN CLUB SERIES* 
May 2 - Cecile Skaggs and Robin 
Davis on piano - 5 p.m. 
May 16 - Ken Carter sings 

LECTURES-DIALOGUE 
VALUES 8c ETHICS LECTURES* 

May 11 - "The Doctor's Dilemma: 
Images of Health Professionals in 
Modem Drama" Joanne 
Trautmann -Interfaith Center at 12 

INTERFAITH LAW WEEK SERVICE 
May 5 - Robert L. Knauss, Dean of 
Vanderbilt School of Law -Calvary 
Church- noon* 

AMERICAN ISSUES FORUM* 
May 4 - "The Dream of Success" -
Lewis Donelson - First National 
Bank Auditorium at 12:15 p.m. 8c 
Main Library at 7:30 p.m. 
May 6 - " The Dream ... " - Cossitt
Goodwyn Libraries- 12:15 p.m. 
May 11 - 'The Rugged Individualist' 
- Daniel A. Y anchisin - First 
National Auditorium at 12:15 p.m. 
8c Main Library at 7:30p.m. 
May 13 - "The Rugged ... " -Cossitt
Goodwyn Libraries at 12:15 p.m. 

A NOONTIME BREAK* 
May 12 - Book review by Douglas 
Marsh 

TRINITY CHURCH BOOK REVIEWS* 
May 12 - "The Ambitious Woman's 
Guide to a Successful Career" - Ms 
Mimi Hall- 12:15 -12:50 p.m. 
Many 19- "The New Testament En
vironment"- Rev. Bill Gaddie 

Send your organization's activity 
schedule to: 

CENTER CITY 
c/o Front Street Arts 

9 N. Second St. - Suite 1300 
Memphis, Tennessee 38103 

*FREE 



Jazzing On The Mall 
The Preservation Hall Jazz Band 

arrives in Downtown Memphis May 
24 for performances to celebrate the 
opening of the Mid-America Mall. 

The band's visit to Memphis is 
sponsored by First National Bank. 
The concerts will be presented free 
to the public. 

The seven-member group will give 
two performances on the Mall's Court 
Street stage, facing Court Square. 

The noon performance will last 
approximately one hour, and an 
evening concert beginning at 7:30 
is scheduled to last three hours. 

The youngest member of the 
Preservation Hall Jazz Band was 
born in 1910. While all the members 
are more than 60 years old, the 
music they play still generates 
the spirit which has made their 
jazz famous throughout the world. 

Councilmen Form David Bowman 

Budget-Watching Group 
City Councilmen Mike Cody and 

Pat Halloran brought together a dozen 
people recently to help with their 
review of the City's proposed 
operating budget. The group is com
posed of lawyers, accountants, busi
nessmen and others experienced in 
studying financial and budgetary 
matters. 

Each member of the group studies 
a different administrative unit and 
then submits his conclusions to 
be correlated and discussed. One 
accountant provided a four-year 
analysis of City revenues and -ex
penditures as a point of departure 
"to determine the causes of the 
iricreased expenditures and to analyse 
whether the benefits accruing to the 
public equal the expenditures." 

The City Council begari its hearings 
on the proposed budget on May 3. 
These hearings are open to the public 
and will continue for .about six weeks .. 

FRAGMENTED POLICY STUDIES 
The most frequently heard com

plaint among City Council members 
who try to do their budget reviews 
conscientiously is that all of the 
expertise lies on the administrative 
side of the table. 

Councilman Halloran has taken the 
unprecedented step of hiring a law 
student to assist him in researching 
and evaluating proposals put before 
the Council. Their recommendations 
in the area of property assessment 
have already been given favorable 
notice. 

Councilman Cody has had a small 
policy advisory group meeting on 
Saturday mornings at his home to 
help him deal with the knee-high stack 
of papers, ordinances, Council matters 
and consultant studies coming to him 
every month. He also has a student 

intern from Southwestern helping- -
him this semester. 

The Cody-Halloran study group is 
not the only group interested in 
budget-analysis. About once a month, 
citizens and public officials gather 
at Southwestern to discuss policies 
in areas like taxation, transportation, 
and land use. They meet under 
the aegis of the Urban Policy 
Institute, a local creation of the 
Brookings Institution in Washington, 
to promote an understanding of 
important policy-making decisions in 
the Mid-South. There is also a 
policy-studies concentration within 
Memphis State University's public 
administration degree program. 

But many people attending the 
Urban Policy workshops lament the 
lack of follow-up: good proposals or 
insights come up and then fade away 
because there is little opportunity 
for publicizing or channeling the 
conclusions into constructive 
directions. Some are wishfully 
thinking about a Memphis center 
for policy studies - either within an 
academic unit or completely outside 
institutional affiliation. 

One of the Cody-Halloran study 
group members commented: "Crucial 
areas for local dear-thinking are trans
portation, housing, and economic 
development. Mistakes over the last 
ten years have cost us millions in 
capital expenditures and operating 
costs. We've built beautiful roads to 
nowhere. We've over-built townhouses 
and apartments, causing foreclosures, 
bankruptcies, and loan losses, while 
about four thousand applicants for 
public housing in other parts of town 
go unserved. " 

Members of this study group hope 
to continue their work and to broaden 
it to include many more people. 

VOLUME III, NUMBER 1 0 
MAY 13, 1976 

Military Law Project 
To Aid Veterans 

A much neglected segment of the 
Memphis community is finally to 
receive legal assistance. The Military 
Law Project of the Memphis and 
Shelby County Legal Services Associa
tion has been created to aid veterans 
who have received less-than-honorable 
discharges prepare for hearings to 
upgrade their discharges, and to 
assist them and their dependents 
in appealing adverse rulings of the 
Veterans Administration. 

In Shelby Cotlnty there are an 
estimated two thousand veterans with 

less-than-honorable discharges. In 
many cases such a discharge prevents 
veterans from securing employment 
and from receiving educational and 
medical benefits offered by the 
Veterans Administration. 

Staff members of the Military 
Project have found their typical 
clients to be veterans who enlisted at 
seventeen or eighteen without a high 
school education and with hopes 
of adventure. Often the promise 
of learning a trade was an appealing 

(Continued on page 4) 
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Memphis Area Transit Authority garages at 821 Beale 

Tennis, Squash, or Tomatoes? 
The much publicized shortage of tennis courts in Memphis (Memphis 

Press-Scimitar, April 2 7, 19 7 6) could be eased by converting the old Memphis 
Street Railway car-barns into indoor tennis court facilities. The bays are 320 
feet long and up to 90 feet wide, with high ceilings, skylights, and lots of space. 

The Memphis Transit Authority sold these barns to the Memphis Housing 
Authority last year, and MHA will convey the property to the UT Center for 
Health Sciences. A building for the Allied Health Program jointly sponsored 
by UT and Shelby State Community College is planned for the southern half 
of the property. 

Could the northern half be kept intact for tennis courts or other recreational 
uses? Or could the new building be moved to the large vacant lot across Linden? 

Memphis now has 83 public courts, or one court per 7,510 people, compared 
to cities such as Nashville, which has one per 3,710 people. The car-barns could 
house about 16 more. The old offices, built in 1897, would make a fine club
house. 

Or, as an alternative, the buildings would also make a fine farmers' market. 
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Get-aways 
DAYTRIPPING AT LA GRANGE 
We left Sunday morning at 8 a.m. 

We drove out Poplar-D. S. Highway 
72-Tennessee Highway 57. By 9a.m. 
we were in La Grange. La Belle 
Village was founded in 1819 and 
named after Lafayette's estate. I 
found it idyllic - a great amount of 
clean white clapboard set amongst 
deep green lawns and shrubbery. 
The neat solitarily-narrow sidewalk 
brought to mind England and the 
quietude of village life. This ante
bellum cultural center (seminaries, 
colleges and two newspapers) has 
clearly-marked streets perfect for 
leisurely strolling. Cunningly large 
Immanuel Episcopal Church is now 
undergoing restoration as a federal 
landmark. 

Three miles away (dogleg left to 
Highway 18 then back to 57) is 
Grand Junction, a somnolent cotton 
town with some admirable turn of the 
century storefronts and a city hall 
which shares its building with the 
washeteria. Richardson's Gen'l Mer
chandise with its skylight, long 
counters and hanging, naked light
bulbs has the sharp dusty smell of 
a country store. Usually quiet (as 
in nothing happening) on Sundays, 
Grand Junction came alive when the 
Southern Steam Special rolled in on 
its way to Corinth. Children were 
everywhere; the train was overflowing, 
the whistle blowing, the bell clanging. 
People were e~cited, smiling at 
nothing, waving to strangers. The train 
pulled out and Grand Junction was 
emptied in 5 minutes. 

Go back, and turn onto Highway -· 
18 North; about a mile later turn left 
on Governor Buford Ellington Road. 
Five miles away is the Ames' Planta
tion, home of the National Field 
Trials for bird dogs (the place is 
crawling with quail). Now managed 
by the UT Department of Forestry, 
the plantation is secluded and easeful. 
(Apply to the Plantation office for 
admission.) The house, built in 
184 7, has its rose bower, family 
cemetery, windmill, stables, dogruns, 
brick-laid walks and magnolias. The 
grounds are not formal but rather 
have the pastoral solidity of a refuge. 
The foals trip across the meadow; 
the quail call; the air is heavy with 
honeysuckle. 

The area is certainly adequate for 
daytripping. For longer visits there 
is a motel at Moscow, and Chickasaw 
State Park is 30 miles away. Take 
along food supplies. I had an excellent 
catfish dinner at the Fin 'n' Feather 
(sounds like a pet shop) in Grand 
Junction, however, the local amenities 
seem limited to Coke machines. 

-Pat Waters 

(Editor's Note - Get-aways are es
sential appendages of a true urban 
center - if only as settings in which 
to sort things out, to ventilate daily 
annoyances or manias. Center City 
would like to learn of other get-aways 
for the budget-minded. If you don't 
mind sharing your favorite spots, 
send us a how-to description of 
a typical jaunt to your get-away.) 

You can purchase limited edition 
prints by Brad McMillan at 
Sunshine & Company in Overton 
Square, 2075 Madison #9, 
726-9117. 

WRATH 

Cartoon by Brad McMillan 

Chic in Memphis? Lots of people are! Actually, it's quite simple. After an 
intensive investigation and hours of laborious research, Center City has deter
mined, in an easy-to-follow list, what everyone needs to do to be qualified as 
Chic. 

And, for those who are interested, we :-also have compiled a list of absolute 
musts for the Radical Chic element in Memphis. Ready to choose sides? Here 
goes: 

CHIC 

Eating breakfast at Burkle's on 
Saturday morning 

Living in Central Gardens 

Going to French Martinique for 
your vacation (and not telling anyone 
you actually went to Opryland) 

Ordering shirts from Brooks Brothers 
or L. L. Bean 

Driving either a new Volvo or 
Mercedes, or a beat-up VW or Porsche 

Sending your children to A Learning 
Place 

Having an old "Cody for Council" 
bumper sticker on your car 

Having gone to Southwestern 

Having dinner at The Bombay on a 
week night 

Joining the Junior League or Phoenix 
Club 

Reading everything Truman Capote 
ever wrote 

Joining the Wolf River Society 

Quoting The New Republic and 
The New York Times 

THE GOBBLING GOURMET-

RADICAL CHIC 

Eating breakfast at Burkle's on Satur
day morning, but never leaving a tip 

Living in the Vollintine-Evergreen area 
or the Mid-Memphis Improvement 
Area, but hoping people won't think 
you live in Central Gardens 

Spending your vacation on Presidents 
Island 

Ordering shirts from Sears 

Riding the bus 

Sending your children to public 
schools 

Never having had a "Cody for Coun
cil" bumper sticker on your car 

Having flunked out of Southwestern 

Having dinner· any night at the P & H 
Cafe 

Turning down membership in the 
Junior League or Phoenix Club 

Not knowing who Truman Capote 
is 

Joining the Wolf River Society but 
never paying dues 

Quoting Center City 

Corn Bread, Turnip Greens, and Thee 
The mark of a great restaurant 

is the quality of the kitchen, not 
the name of the interior decorator 
or the brand of china. So it's a 
pleasant surprise to find a restaurant 
which mixes atmosphere and good 
food. 

The Little Tea Shop at 69 Monroe 
Avenue (opened from 11:30 a.m. 
to 2:30 p.m.) mixes its good food 
with the ambience of the Old South. 
The outcome has resulted in one 
of the most pleasant places in 
Memphis to eat lunch. 

Fatback and turnip greens are one 
of the most popular items on the 
menu - the corn bread is better than 

your mother ever made and, along 
with butter, is served with all orders. 
The Little Tea Shop salad bowl 
($2.79) will feed three quite well. 
The smaller version, the Small Tea 
Shop salad bowl ($2.10), can usually 
satisfy all but the most ravenous 
appetite. Both salads include lettuce 
mixed with chicken, bacon, and 
tomatoes. The chicken salad and 
tomato aspic also are recommended 
specialities. 

The Little Tea Shop also has a 
variety of hot lunches, most of 
which are excellent. The chicken 
hash and chicken pot pie both are 
tasty. The sandwiches are good, but 
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Lyceum Goes Overboard 
A preview of Lyceum Film 

Theatre's 1976 season will be given 
May 27 when two fum classics will be 
presaated abeu:d. •he Ue•,phir Show 
boat, docked on the Mississippi 
River at the foot of Monroe. 

The ftlms, to be shown at 8 p.m., 
are the original screen version of 
Lost Horizon, starring Ronald 
Colman, and the award-winning 
1930's comedy classic, My Man 
Godfrey with Carole Lombard and 
William Powell. 

Lyceum Film Theatre, which has 
had two successful seasons in Down
town Memphis, begins its third season 
in August. The subscription fum 
series, which is held in the auditorium 
of First National Bank, is a project 
of Front Street Arts, a non-profit 
organization interested in promoting 
the arts Downtown. 

Subscribers to the 197 4 and 197 5 
seasons will be admitted to the 
preview night, along with their guests, 
for $1. Films 'to be shown during the 
upcoming season will be announced 
at the preview. 

-Andy Scott 

tend to be overpriced. Desserts 
are delicious - especially on Thurs
day, when the Little Tea Shop serves 
the best black bottom pie in town. 
Also, be sure to try the cake and 
sauce. 

While the Little Tea Shop is a 
favorite restaurant, and highly recom
mended, the pace is slow and easy, so 
don't go if you're in a hurry. It's 
always crowded at noon, so try 
lunch around 11:45 or 12:45 - at 
any other time, you may have to wait 
for a table. 

Once you get a table, relax, enjoy 
your meal. The Little Tea Shop can 
be a very pleasant experience. 



Mid-America Mall Opens In Style 

MONDAY, MAY 24 
Noon Preservation Hall Jazz Band at Court Street Stage 
Noon McKinney Trio & Colonial Jr. High Concert Choir 

1:00 p.m. 

1:00 p.m. 
2:00p.m. 

at Commerce Square Plaza 
MSU Karate and Judo. Demonstration -Commerce 
Square Plaza 
Cecil Jones, close-up _magician, strolling the Mall 
Beale Street Repertory Company at Court Street 
Stage 
Rhodes Jennings Carnival at North Court 

5:00p.m. 

THROUGHOUT 
THE DAY 
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Nancy Hart and WMC-TV present "Celebrity Inter
views" 
Crafts Demonstrations from the Memphis Hobby 
Center • Chappell, Williams and Seagle, Inc. dem
onstrates the thought process and visual coordina
tion practised in a graphic design studio • Flower 
Arranging demonstrated by Irby Harris Florist • 
Appearances by Mr. Peanut • WKNO-TV films for 
special "On the Mall" to be aired at 6:30 p.m. • 
Overton Square Outdoor Bar • Appearances by the 
Balloon Man • "Old Memphis In Photos" • Mem
phis in May Photographic Contest Winners on 
Display • Schlitz Beer Garden 

4:00p.m. 
5:00p.m. Nancy Hart and WMC-TV present ''Celebrity Inter

views" broadcast live at Court Street Stage 
Preservation Hall Jazz Band at Court Street Stage 
Memphis in May Photographic Contest Winners on 
Display • Appearances by Mr. Peanut • "Old 
Memphis In Photos" sponsored by Guaranty Trust 

THURSDAY, MAY 27 

7:30p.m. 
THROUGHOUT 
THE DAY 

• Schlitz Beer Garden • Oriental Rug Display & 
Explanation by Rhodes Jennings • South Central 
Bell Centennial Exhibit • Overton Square Outdoor 
Bar featuring fresh fruit fro sties • Appearances by 
the Balloon Man • WKNO-TV films for special "On 
the Mall" to be aired at 6:30 p.m. 

TUESDAY, MAY 25 
11:30 a.m. Shelby State Community College Jazz Band at 

Noon 
Noon 

1:00 p.m. 
1:00 p.m. 

1:00 p.m. 
5:00p.m. 

Court Street Stage 
Memphis Ballet Company at Commerce Square 
"Talk of the Town," a Black Fashion Fantasy at 
South Stage 
Memphis Opera Theatre at Commerce Square Plaza 
MSU Karate and Judo Demonstration at Court 
Street Stage 

Noon 
Noon 

Noon 

2:00p.m. 
5:00p.m. 

8:00p.m. 

8:00p.m. 

THROUGHOUT 
THE DAY 

Mose Vinson Blues Trio at Court Street Stage 
King Furs and Swim Wear Fashion Show at 
Commerce Square Plaza 
"Pipe Dreams: Cook Convention Center Incom
parable Kimball Organ in Concert" 
Hebe's Birthday Party at Court Square 
Nancy Hart and WMC-TV present "Celebrity 
Interviews" at Court Street Stage 
Lyceum Film Theatre presents "My Man Godfrey" 
and "Lost Horizon" on the Memphis Showboat 
''Light Up at Night," all Downtown office 
buildings will be lighted 
"About Faces", the police artist d·emonstrates how 
a criminal profile is defined • Mary Johnson of 
Interior and Graphic Designs gives tips on how 
interior decoration can work for you • Flower 
Arranging • Appearances by Mr. Peanut • WKNO
TV films for special "On the Mall" to be aired at 
6:30 p.m. • Overton Square Outdoor Bar • Appear
ances by the Balloon Man • "Old Memphis In 
Photos" • Memphis In May Photographic Contest 
Winners on Display • Schlitz Beer Garden 

Cecil Jones, close-up magician, strolling on the Mall 
Nancy Hart and WMC-TV present "Celebrity Inter
views" at Court Street Stage 

THROUGHOUT Win Some I Lose Some, exercise to music in 
THE DAY Danskin tights • Flower Arranging demonstrated 

FRIDAY, MAY 28 
Noon Joel Wallach and his Great Tortoise Race Preview 

at Commerce Square Plaza 
by Irby Harris Florist • South Central Bell Centen-
nial Exhibit • Appearance by Mr. Peanut • Mem
phis in May Photographic Contest Winners of 
l)ispl~ • S~hlitz Beer Garden • "Old Memphis in 
Photos" • WKNO-TV ft.l.ms for special -,-'On the ---
Mall" to be aired at 6:30 p.m. • Overton Square 
Outdoor Bar • Appearances by the Balloon Man 

WEDNESDAY, MAY 26 
11:00 a.m. Dane Layton, banjo player, strolling on the Mall 
Noon 

Noon 

Noon 

Howard Vance, classical guitarist, Commerce 
Square Plaza 
Scenes from "Once Upon a Mattress" by Playhouse 
on the Square at Adams-Jefferson Block 
"Downtown Dream Machine" sponsored by Union 
Planters National Bank at Court Street Stage 

Noon 

Noon 
1:00 p.m. 
4:00p.m. 

4:30p.m. 
5:00p.m. 

THROUGHOUT 
THE DAY 

"Best of Youth Talent Showcase" sponsored by 
WREG-TV, Memphis Press-Scimitar and Mid-South 
Fair at Court Street Stage 
Dane Layton, banjo player, strolling on the Mall 
WREC Radio Hour at Court Street Stage 
Mid-America Mall Mini-Marathon sponsored by 
Riddell at the Civic Center 
Ed Hubbard at Adams-Jefferson Block 
Nancy Hart and WMC-TV pr~sent "Celebrity 
Interviews" 
"About Faces" • Appearances by Mr. Peanut • 
Overton Square Outdoor Bar • Appearances by the 
Balloon Man • "Old l'Aemphis in Photos" • 
Memphis In May Contest Winners on displily • 
Schlitz Beer Garden • Bicycle Commuter Day 

Noon 
1:00 p.m. 

Malco Organ Concert (50 cents admission) 
Champagne Cork-Popping Contest at Court Street 
Stage 

SATURDAY, MAY 29 

The Jig Is Up At Circuit 
An Irish jig opens Circuit Play-

house's latest production, The 
Hostage by Brendan Behan. 

The setting of the play is a lodging 
house in Dublin, where a group of 
rather amateurish IRA members have 
taken a British soldier hostage but 
don't quite know what to do with 
him. 

Behan, who came from a poor 
family, could afford little formal 
education. But his family instilled 
in him an interest in Irish nationalism, 
as well as a love of the history and 
literature of Ireland. The playwright 
even taught himself Gaelic so he could 
understand his nation's ancient liter
ature. The Hostage, as well as much 
of Behan's poetry, originally was 
written in Gaelic. 

The play has a musical score of 
sorts and includes choreography by 
Harry Bryce. 

The Hostage is directed by Eric 
Bethancourt. This is Bethancourt's 
second directorial assignment at 
Circuit, having previously directed the 
popular The Ruling Class in January. 

Noon-S :00 p.m. WHBQ Street Festival 

If you've the inclination, pick up a pencil and 
make a few easy computations. Our situation at 
Center City. is simple enough: at present we're paying 
out approxrmately $250 per issue for printing and 
postag~ and only collecting about $60 per issue in 
advertisement revenue and $20 per week in 
donations. 

. To dispel any misconceptions Center City readers 
might have concerning Front Street Arts and how it 
funds Center City, we have received no institutional 
grants and no private cash contributions exceeding 
$15. ~ront Street Arts has had to depend on small 
donations to meet the major portion of Center 
City costs. 

The compelling principle behind Front Street 
Arts is this: that citizens should attempt to remedy 
REVENUE: 

co~munity deficiencies, even if they have to act 
as 1f money and power were not obstacles -which 
they invariably are; in the instance of Center City, 
the supplement is an accessible alternative in print. 
We t~in~ .it's a privilege in this day of over-bigness 
and md1v1dual powerlessness to join with others 
and have some voice, inaudible as it may be . 
. Cente~ City needs your active support: we need 
mformauon, services, ideas, writing, art work, 
donations, advertising - any number of things. This 
is a very difficult project to sustain, let alone master, 
on just spare time and spare change. 

CENTER CITY BIMONTHLY REPORT 

A Fiver Would Help 
Donations (cash & materials) 
................. $1101.00 Date-------------

Advertisement ........ 757.50 
Total ........... $1858.50 

EXPENSES: 
Printing ........... $1302.50 
Postage ............. 132.44 
Supplies .............. 46.29 

Total ........... $1481.23 

CURRENT ASSETS: 
Petty Cash .... · ..... $ 5.01 
Cash in Bank ......... 372.26 

Total ........... $ 377.27 

Enclosed is $ ___ to help pay for CENTER CITY expenses. 

Name __________________________________ __ 

Address-----------------------

City ---------State _______ Zip ___ _ 

CENTER CITY, c/o Front Street Arts, 9 N. Second St. - 1300 
Memphis, Tennessee 38103, (901) 523-1542 
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Double 
Parked 

Carter Seed Store was the sub
ject of an earlier Center City 
article, but we thought it worthy 
of further mention. 

Specifically, those big baskets 
out front of the store and 
stacked in the window a few 
buildings south have been gen
erating interest in this era of 
basket madness. Though not I 
of a particularly artful weave, 
the large ones would make a 
splendid new home for your 
prize giant schefflera., and the 
smaller ones with handles are 
excellent for those chic I 
dried-flower arrangements. 

Cecil Carter, proprietor of the 
Seed Store, says he trades for 
the baskets and sells them for 
" a little of nothing, little of 
nothing.'' 

While you're there, take a few 
minutes to experience the 
myriad smells and textures that 
pervade the tiny space, and if 
Mr. Carter takes a liking to you, 
maybe he'll give you one of the 
classy full-color Carter Seed 
Store postcards he keeps stashed 
away. It's located on Front 
just south ofUnion. 

.. KING DAVID" TO BE 
PERFORMED AT IDLEWILD 

"King David," a symphonic psalm in 
three parts by Arthur Honegger, will 
be presented at 3 p.m. Sunday, May 
16, by the Sanctuary Choir of 
Idlewild Presbyterian Church, 17 50 
Union Avenue. 

Billy J. Christian will conduct. 
Other performers include: Charlotte 
McLain and Martha McClean, organ; 
Linda Wilson, harp; Jim Baird and 
Dan Bonnet, percussion; Denton 
McLellan, narrator; and Bess Meyer as 
the Witch of Endor. 

Soloists who will perform are 
Linda Childress, soprano; Brenda 
Tucker, soprano; Marilyn Carlton, 
mezzo soprano; and Anthony 
Williams, tenor. 

The performance is free and open 
to the public. 
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A book guaranteed to sway 
any hopelessly suburban kid's 
thinking toward Downtown is 
The City Book, written and 
illustrated by Lucille Corcos. 
Obviously referring to New York 
in both pictures and text, it 
nonetheless gives a good, positive 
look at the things that make 
any urban atmosphere vital and 
exciting. Even such .unexpected 
aspects as welfare and pollution 
are subtly touched upon. 

The storyline follows a big 
city through a typical day with 
chapter headings, 'Morning;'The 
Working Day,' 'Stores,' 'Pleasures~ 
'Special Places,' 'Visitors,' 'Care 
of a City,' 'Going Home,' 'Neigh
borhoods,' 'Nighttime.' The large 
format (10¥2" x 12") lends 
itself well to Ms Corcos' detailed 
and colorful style of illustration, 
and while the vocabulary may be 
tailored to about third-graders 
and up, younger children will 
enjoy looking at the pictures and 
having the story read to them. 
Read it yourself, too, and decide 
how you are going to answer 
your kid when she/he asks why 
you haven't taken him/her to 
see all the neat things mentioned 
in the book. 

The City Book sells for $3.95 
at Goldsmith's. 

MILITARY LAW PROJECT 
(Continued from page one) 

lure. After a year or two in the service 
these young servicemen became dis
illusioned with th~ "no glory" war 
in Vietnam and disgusted with 
menial jobs. Either out of anger 
or boredom they committed some 
infraction and found themselves 
faced with either confinement in a 
military jail or accepting a less-than
honorable discharge. Acceptance 
of a bad discharge instantly placed 
them in the class of the unemployed 
where they find themselves today. 

A case of particular concern for 
the new project is that of a serviceman 
who, while serving in Korea, was 
captured when his unit was overtaken. 
He spent four years in a POW camp. 
After armistice and in accordance 
with terms of the peace agreement, 
he became a civilian with the option 
of selecting the country to which 
he would be sent. 

Out of curiosity and a desire for 
a free education, he elected to go to 
China. For several years he studied 
and worked in China. Upon returning 
to this country with his family in 
1966, he promptly received a dis
honorable discharge in the mail. 

The Military La~ Project is actively 
seeking to have this client's discharge 
reviewed. It further hopes to secure 
for him his back pay for the time 
that he spent in the POW camp. 

The Project intends to provide 
adequate and conscientious repre
sentation for troubled veterans. Its 
office is located Downtown in Suite 
1504 of the 81 Madison Building. 
For more information call 523-2220. 

OSCAR'S Barber Shop 
70 Park Lane in the Falls Bldg. 

All Types Haircuts- Styles 
Hours: 8 to 5 Monday thru Friday 
Call for Appointment- 527-3188 

EXCITING APARTMENTS 
River View I Mid-America Mall 

The Tower, 527-6331 
Mrs. Jolley, Resident Manager 

Managed by The GALBREATH CO., Inc. 

VOLUNTEER CENTER 
Needs Executive Director to work 
with volunteers and people-serving 
groups to initiate and improve volun
teer programs. Experience with volun
teers ar)d agencies. College Degree 
desirable. (E.E.O./M-F) For applica
tion write 759 S. Yates, 38117. 

Bruce Printing 
Cotnpany 

307 Madison Avenue 
Phone 526-1506 

•Quality offset printing 
• Complete letterpress 
department 

• Complete typesetting, 
layout, and design 

•Complete bindery 
facilities 

• Free pick-up and 
delivery 

' -
Founded in 1917 

WATCH REPAIRING 
JEWELRY REPAIRS 

Diamonds Remounted 

May We be Your Jewelers? 

CHARLES W. COSTELLO, JR. 
JEWELERS 

STER ICK BUILDING LOBBY 
526-7880 

Picture Framing 
20%0ff 

(\'ou must present this ad) 
Buy Where The 

Profeuionals Buy ••• 
There Must Be A Reuon! 

Everything From Pen Points to Drafting Tables 

Monday thru Friday 8:30 'til 5:00 P.M. 
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earthy ffiliQlts 

DOWNTOWN ACTIVITIES 
MALL DEDICATION (see page three) 

WOOLF BROS. FASHION SHOW* 

May 27- WB Shop- 12:15 p.m. 

SHOWTIME ON THE MALL -noon 

-Commerce Square Plaza* 

May 13 - Circuit Playhouse with 

scenes and songs from 'The Hostage' 

May 20 - Southwestern Singers 

present 'P.D.Q. Bach' 

May 24 :_ McKinney Trio & Colonial 

Junior High Concert Choir 

May 25 - Memphis Ballet Company 

May 26 - Howard Vance, guitarist 

May 27 - fashion show & jazz 

May 28- Dr. Joel Wallach & animals 

DOWNTOWN EXHIBITS 
NATIONAL BANK OF COMMERCE* 

May - 'America the Beautiful' -

Bicentennial print collection from 
Pratt Institute -lobby 

STERICK BUILDING* 

May - works by William Shelton & 

Jeff Riker -lobby 

FILM 
CENTER SERIES (UT Student Aud.) 

May 16- 'To Catch A Thief'-4 p.m. 
May 28 - 'Barbar~lla' - 1330 p.m. 

BROOKS GALLERY (2:30p.m.)* 

~ay 16- 'Walls of Fire" 
LYCEUM FILM THEATRE 

May 27- ':J;..ost Horizon' (1937) & 

'My Man Godfrey' (1936) - season 

preview on the Memphis Showboat 
-8:00p.m. 

FRIDAY FLICS (4 & 7:15 p.m.) 

-Peabody Library* 

May 14 - 'Cry, the Beloved Country' 

May 21 - 'The Lodger' & 'The 
Boarded Window' 

SENIOR CITIZENS MONTH SERIES 

May 17- 'Flying Deuces'- Peabody 

Library - afternoon "" 

THEATRE 
PLAYHOUSE ON THE SQUARE 

May 14 -June 14 - 'Once Upon A 

Mattress' - Wednesdays, Thursdays, 

Fridays & Sundays at 8 p.m. -
Saturdays at 6:30 & 10 p.m. 

CIRCUIT PLAYHOUSE 

Through June 6 - 'The Hostage' -

Friday, Saturday & Sunday -
8:30p.m. 

LECTURES-DIALOGUE 
NOONTIME .BREAK (12:15 p.m.) 
-Cossitt-Goodwyn Libraries* 

May 19 - Joe Linden field reviews 
'Breach of Faith' by T. H. White 

May 26 - 'Travel Information for 

Bicentennial Events in the U.S.A.' 

-presented by E. 0. Baker of the 

Newcomer's One-Stop Information 
Center 

TRINITY CHURCH BOOK REVIEWS 

May 19 - 'The New Testament En
vironment' - Bill Gaddie - 12:15 

May 26, - 'Spandau: the Secret 
Diaries' - Rev. Lee Waltz reviewer 

DOWNTOWN-MIDTOWN EVENT 
BICYCLE COMMUTER DAY* 

May 28 - Participants will meet 

at Bombay Bicycle Club at 7:15a.m. 

for coffee & donuts; they will 

depart at 8:00 a.m. riding Downtown 

via Madison, McNeal and Jefferson. 
An organized ride back will leave 

from Confederate Park at 5:15 p.m. 

*FREE 



Stretching 
Your Lunch Break 

Downtown workers soon will have 
a chance to slim down instead of 
taking the usual lunch break. 

No, they won't be jogging down the 
Mall. They'll be taking ballet exercise 
classes at the Shrine Building. 

Ballet? Downtown? 
The idea for the classes came from 

Don Hassell, the man in charge of 
promotions for the Shrine Building, 
who decided there was a need Down
town for such a program. 

"At present, there's no place Down
town where men and women jointly 
can use exercise facilities," he ex
plained. 

Hassell went to George Latimer, 
artistic director of Ballet South, who 
immediately became interested when 
he saw the huge, well-lighted, vaulted 
ballroom on the lOth floor. 

"The room is perfect for this type 
of activity," Latimer said. He will 
conduct the classes himself. 

"In the next few weeks, we '11 
be doing some cleaning and painting," 
Latimer said. "We'll also install 
exercise bars, mirrors, and a sound 
system for the music (which accom
panies the exercises). 

The space, which has been vacant 
for some time, affords an excellent 
view of Down town and the river 
from its huge windows. 

Two classes daily will be held each 

Cartoon by Brad McMillan 

Monday, Wednesday, and Friday -
one from 11 a.m. until 12 p.m., and 
the other from 12 p.m. until 1 p.m. 

Men in ballet classes? 
"Don't laugh," Latimer said. 

"Some of my students have included 
a football player from Vanderbilt and 
a karate expert. 

"Remember, this really is not 
ballet. It's only exercises that are 
employed by ballet dancers ... exer
cises specifically designed to get the 
body in shape." 

Latimer says his students -
whether they are teenagers or senior 
citizens - all simply are concerned 
with keeping fit. 

"These classes are a good opportun
ity for people to get into shape during 
their lunch breaks and also learn a 
little about ballet," he said. 

Latimer hinted that if the classes 
generate enough interest, Ballet South 
might expand use of the space for its 
own rehearsals. Other arts groups, 
specifically a theater company, have 
expre_ssed interest in the vacant space. 

Ballet exercise participants will be 
charged $5 per week, beginning june 
14. Those interested are asked to call 
Ballet South or the Shrine Building. 

-Jim Roper 
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Sterick Lobby 
Is Scene Of Battle 

Watercolor paintings with a Civil 
War theme will be on display in the 
lobby of the Sterick Building when 
a new exhibit by Carol Sams opens 
there in June. 

The paintings were inspired by 
events surrounding Southern cam
paigns near Memphis, Corinth, Holly 
Springs, and Shiloh. 

A native of Knoxville, Carol Sams 
received a BFA degree with a major 
in Communication Design from the 
University of Tennessee at Knoxville 
in 197 3. She moved to Memphis that 
same year. 

The artist is a member of the 
Tennessee Watercolor Society, the 
Southern Watercolor Society, and the 
Memphis Watercolor Group. 

The Ethereal Repose Of Elmwood 
Elmwood Cemetery is the oldest Memphis cemetery in use today. In 1852, 
50 citizens contributed $500 each to purchase 40 acres (since expanded to 
80 acres) to b-egin a cooperative burial ground which -would be dedi~ to 
perpetual care. Operating on a non-profit basis, the cemetery has placed its 

funds in trust to insure proper and continual maintenance. There are over 
60,000 people within Elmwood, including two governors, twelve confederate 
generals and over 900-yellowfever victims. If one desires to be surrounded by 
Victorian elegance in perpetuity, there is yet room. 

Photographs by John F. Foster (Matted prints are available for $25 each) 



Double 
Parked 

Preservation Hall is now trav
eling somewhere in Japan, but a 
souvenir of their visit is avail
able. Brown and gold-toned 
posters can be obtained by simply 
phoning 523-4353. 

The posters measure 18" x 
27'' and are free! They make 
great gifts (especially if the 
giver says they came from a 
rare, limited edition). Our 
sources (a couple whose walls are 
notably devoid of anything ex
cept freebies) say once the 
poster is framed it makes an 
attractive addition to any home, 
apartment, or office. 

Medea Stands Alone 
-Pat Waters 

Beale Street Repertory Company's 
current production is the Robinson 
Jeffers' free translation of Euripides' 
Medea. Medea presents unrestrained 
emotions, self-sacrificing and absolute, 
juxtaposed to Jason's calculated de
sertion of his wife and children for 
material gain. Medea is a woman who 
sinned to gain a man's life and love, 
and who will now sin against him in 
order to destroy him. 

Andrea Thompson is a stunning 
Medea. She has a smoldering beauty 
which underscores the l:mpetuosity 
of the barbarian witch. Her control 
of the language makes it clear this 
is no "he done her wrong" situation 
but the clash • of two opposing 
cultures. 

Unfortunately the rest of the cast 
is so much detritus. There is no 
grasp of Jeffers' epigrammatic style, 
hence a plodding, jerky pace. The 
heedless ·rush to inevitable events 
breaks down amongst an overwrought 
chorus and a stunned-looking Jason. 

I did enjoy the use of the chorus 
as props; their movements were well 
choreographed. However, Thompson 
is forced to carry the burden of the 
play alone - that and four murders 
are a bit much. 
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Applause . goes to Memphis 
City Beautiful: they have solved 
that age-old problem: what is the 
highest and best use of the 
Memphis dailies? 

Memphis City Beautiful has 
placed bins at 17 Exxon stations 
for the purpose of collecting 
paper for recycling. The bins are 
for newsprint only (justifiably): 
magazines cannot be used. 

The locations are: 
5190 Poplar 2346 Summer 
3487 Poplar 3985 Summer 
3109 Poplar 4880 Summer 
4491 Poplar 3230 Austin Peay 
1723 Jackson 2801 S. Perkins 
1355 Union 436 Perkins Ext. 
1675 Madison 2705 Mt. Moriah 
2462 Central 4650 Millbranch 

2365 Frayser 

Catalogue 
In keeping with our purpose, Center 
City is initiating a new arts service 
entitled Catalogue. We will display the 
works of various Memphis artists on a 
consignment basis. If someone pur
chases these works through Front 
Street Arts, a percentage of the 
purchase price will go to Center 
City. 

Ziegfield's Katherine by Kay Robinson 
Blended tones of burnt sienna and warm 
sepia form the background. The drape, a 
powerful combination of turquois and 
coral flowers on black, creates the main 
color scheme. (24" x 36") Priced $300. 
Call 523-1542 for inquiries. 

Jazz Blues -Don Donati 
All has not gone well on the 

Memphis jazz scene. On Sunday, May 
16, jazz was dealt an unfortunate 
backhand. For weeks the media ex
tolled the merits of Southwestern's 
Rite of . Spring Jazz Festival (e.g. 
Center City, April 29). Communtiy 
expectations ran high. When rain 
threatened, however, the festival was 
cancelled. The public was informed 
Sunday morning. 

This action by the Southwestern 
Social Commission, sponsor of the 
event, has left a lingering bad taste in 
the mouths of many ja~ fans, and a 
few questions too: Was an indoor 
alternative ever considered in case of 
rain; if not, why not? And was the 
concert really cancelled because of 
rain, or abandoned because its student 
promoters got cold feet? 

But it must be said, that in spite of 
the cancellation, a crowd of some 
350 persons were greatly pleased with 
a generous performance by Dave 
Liebman. Liebman and his group 
chose to play on the campus for but 
the price of the students' cancellation 
payment. 

planned parenthood~ 
for ~ 

MALES and FEMALES 
who want 

Complete Personalized Medical Care 
for 

FAMILY PLANNING 
(901) 525-0591 

Planning beciJuStJ YOU care. 

EXCITING APARTMENTS 
River View I Mid-America Mall 

The Tower, 527-6331 
Mrs. Jolley, Resident Manager 

Managed by The GALBREATH CO., Inc. 

Bruce Printing 
Company 

307 Madison Avenue 
Phone 526-1506 

•Quality offset printing 
• Complete letterpress 

department 
• Complete typesetting, 

layout, and design 
•Complete bindery 

facilities 
• Free pick-up and 

delivery 
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Founded in 1917 

Do you have a drinking problem? 
If you think you might, call 
Memphis Area Intergroup 

726-1114 

OSCAR'S Barber Shop 
70 Park Lane in the Falls Bldg. 

All Types Haircuts - Styles 
Hours: 8 to 5 Monday thru Friday 
Call for Appointment- 527-3188 
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DOWNTOWN EXHffiiTS 
FIRST NATIONAL BANK* 

June - 'Local Color' - photo
silkscreens by Carl Awsumb -lobby 

STERICK BUILDING (lobby)* 
June - watercolors by Carol Sams 

DOWNTOWN ACTIVITIES 
WOOLF BROS. FASHION SHOW* 

June 10 - WB Shop - 12:15 p.m. 
SHOWTIME ON THE MALL - noon 
-Commerce Square* 

June 3- Con Funk Shun 
June 10 - Baffling Mr. Baker 

FILM 
BROOKS GALLERY (2:30 p.m.)* 
June 6- 'The Man' 

FRIDAY FLICS* 
Peabody Library at 4 & 7:15 p.m. 

THEATRE 
PLAYHOUSE ON THE SQUARE 

Through June 13 - 'Once Upon 
A Mattress' -Wednesday, Thurs
day & Friday at 8 p.m. - Satur
day at 6:30 and 10 p.m. - Sun
day at 2 p.m. 

CIRCUIT PLAYHOUSE 
Through June 6 - 'The Hostage' 
- Friday thru Sunday at 8:30p.m. 

BEALE STREET REPERTORY CO. 
Through June 13 - 'Medea' 
Friday thru Sunday at 8:30 p.m. 

REVIEW 
TRINITY CHURCH BOOK REVIEWS* 

June 2 - 'Reflections in a Blood 
Shot Eye' by Metz - reviewed by 
Norman Brewer 
June 9 - 'Crime and Punishment' -
reviewed by Don Owens, III 

*FREE 

FROM OUR REGULAR STOCK 
OR YOUR SPECIAL DESIGN 

Jewelry Just For Your Personality 

May We Be Your Jewelers? 

CHARLESW. COSTELLO, JR. 
JEWELERS 

STERICK BUILDING LOBBY 
526-7880 

GOT A MESSAGE? 
HELP US & HELP YOURSELF? 
This space is yours for $4.50 per issue. 
Call 523-1542 for more information. 

NEW SERVICE FOR WIDOWED 
There's a new service designed to aid 
widowed men and women in this area. 
The Widowed Persons Service will 
make personal visits, telephone calls, 
and hold group sessions. The project 
is sponsored by the National Retired 
Teachers' Association and the Ameri
can Association of Retired Persons. 
Volunteers of all ages who have been 
widowed at least one year are needed. 
Interested persons should call 
327-7391 for application and further 
information. 

JIM'S PLACE 
SINCE 1921 

Open 1 1 a.m., Lunch & Dinner, Mon.-Fri. 
Open 5:00p.m. Sat., CloStJd Sundays. 

JIM'S STEAKS, broiled on genuine charcoal, 
nationally acclaimed for 40 years .... Try 
our Beef Shish Kabob or Souflima (charcoal 
broiled pork tenderloin) and salad topped 
with JIM'S SPECIAL SALAD DRESSING. 
... Delicious breads and desserts, including 
Grecian pastries, all homemade. Finest 
selection of wines and cocktails. 

52 South Second 526-5522 

• 

Limitad Edition Prints by 
BRAD McMILLAN 

Satiric & Comic Views of 
Doctors, Lawyers, Cat 
Lovers and Dog Lovers. 

2075 Madison #9 
12%" x 19%" aepie prints of Breakfast at 
Burkle's •• now on •I• at Burkle's 8! Sunlhine. 



Who Rules The Mall? 
On June 15, the City Council will 

consider for the third and final time 
Ordinance Number 2432, the or
dinance creating the Center City 
Commission. Reconsideration of the 
measure is required because the 
City Comptroller's office failed to 
provide proper public notice of the 
proposed ordinance. 

This ordinance represents another 
effort in a progression of enact
ments aimed at establishing a reg
ulatory mechanism to direct Down
town redevelopment and to control 
the daily operation of the Mall. 

In 1973, the City Council desig
nated an area of Downtown the 
Memphis Central Business Improve
ment District; at the same time, it 
created a District Advisory Board 
to advise the Council and Mayor 
on the management of the area. 
The Board was empowered to form
ulate a budget, employ a staff, and 
conduct business necessary for the 
operation of the Mall. At its inception 
the Board was essentially advisory 
with no real regulatory, executive or 
contractual powers. However, since its 
establishment the Board has amassed 
considerable power. 

The first increase in its power 
came in October of last year with 
the passage of the "sign ordinance." 
The enactment prohibits the erection, 
alteration or relocation of any sign 
on the Mall without a permit from the 
Design Review Board. If the Review 
Board refuses to issue a permit, the 

final decision rests with the District 
Advisory Board. 

The second increment of strength 
for the District Advisory Board came 
on February 28, 1976, with the pas
sage of the Encroachments Ordinance: 
this grants the Board extensive, nearly 
unfettered, authority to regulate var
ious aspects of the Mall, including 
noise, bicycles, lights, music, con
cessions, amusement devices, vehicular 
traffic and fees. The Board is author
ized to issue or deny permits for 
activities on the Mall. The Board 
has broad discretion to approve or 
deny any permit. Denial of a permit 
can be appealed to the City Council 
within ten days provided the ap
pellant acquires the signature of at 
least one hundred persons who 
operate in buildings immediately 
adjacent to the Mall or who have 
secured permits to operate a single 
venture on the Mall. If the appellant 
overcomes this onerous procedure, 
then there is a hearing before the City 
Council. 

The present District Advisory 
Board consists of only seven members, 
four of whom must be owners or 
tenants within the Downtown district. 
The present members of the Board 
were appointed. None of the members 
are elected governmental officials. 

The new Center City ordinance 
will abolish the Advisory Board and 
replace it with a larger, more diver,Se 
agency to be known as the Center 
City Commission. The Commission 

will be composed of eleven members 
appointed by the City and County 
Mayors subject to the approval of 
the City Council and the Quarterly 
Court. The first Commission will 
encompass the present members of 
the Business District Advisory Board. 

A positive feature of the new 
Commission is the inclusion of six 
elected officials, four of whom 
will serve as members with the benefit 
of a vote. This composition assures 
the cooperation between business, 
government and Downtown property 
owners, inasmuch as no segment 
should by surprised by the unilateral 
action of a Board representing only 
one or two segments of the com
munity. Moreover, this proposed 
Commission allows for greater ac
countability than the existing Board 
because of the presence of elected 
officials. 

. In addition to the functions of the 
Advisory Board, the new Center 
City Commission will develop a five 
year plan for Downtown development 
in the areas of transportation, new 

ItS Happening To Pontotoc! 
The old houses and apartment 

buildings on Pontotoc Street escaped 
urban renewal. While hundreds of 
buildings were being bulldozed along 
Beale and Linden, and several thou
sand residents were removed to other 
parts of town, Pontotoc remained 
as a reminder of what the whole ru;ea 
looked like before falling into the 
hands of the Memphis Housing 
Authority. 

But now something is happening 
on Pontotoc. Condemnation notices 
have been nailed to front porches. 
Buildings are being dismantled. Sev
eral dozen families have been moved 
out. The card file of building inspec
tions on Pontotoc seems to be 
growing daily. It looks like a replay 
of what MHA did to Beale and Linden 
is about to take place. 

This time MHA isn't to blame. Its 
urban renewal program has been 
officially phased out, as of this 
month, after having destroyed more 
housing than it has replaced - as 
a de-housing authority. A quick 
tally of MHA' s for-sale signs on empty 
lots in the Beale and Medical Center 
areas shows over a million square 
feet of vacant land available. 

If MHA isn't involved, what is 
happening? Pontotoc lies outside 
any MHA project boundaries and out
side the nine priority areas deter
mined by the Community Develop
ment program. The whole area is 
zoned M-2 (light industrial), which 
means that the City has already 
written off the street for residential 
uses. Under M-2 zoning, no new 
housing can be built there until 

the area is re-zoned; housing torn 
down there cannot be replaced. 

The Memphis and Shelby County 
Planning Commission has just com
pleted a "Vance Avenue Study," 
looking at the possibilities of redevel
opment of the area, but the study 
hasn't been released by the Mayor's 
Office; until it is, we can't know what 
the City plans for the Vance-Pontotoc 
area. But it is essential now to ex
amine the alternatives. 

Most Pontotoc residents are elderly. 
One resident said she has lived there 
since 1941, pays $43 -a month for her 
one-room apartment, and gets just 
enough Social Security as a widow 
to meet her expenses, ''without any
thing left over to buy a pair of 
stockings." She says she fears having 
to move down to McLemore or 
Georgia Street; she couldn't afford 
the rent increase. She feels much safer 
where she is and can still walk to do 
her shopping; she isn't sure she 
could do that elsewhere. 

Another resident says he would 
prefer public housing, if it were 
available, but he knows about the 
long waiting list for applicants. He 
says too many people live where 
he does: it is an old frame house 
cut up into four apartments. He 
worries about the floors giving way, 
and he doesn't argue about Housing 
Improvement's contention that some 
of the places. on Pontotoc are "unfit 
for human habitation," but he reasons 
that someplace is better than no 
place, and people take what they can 
get. 

The housing shortage is offically 

estimated at about 4,500 units, based 
on the number applying for public 
housing, but there is no telling how 
high the shortage figure would be if 
overcrowding were eliminated and if 
everyone who needed better housing 
actually applied to the City. The 
City Council says it has no business 
building public·_ housing because it 
would be competing with private 
housing. But of course the private 
sector could build the housing for 
the City under a turnkey arrangement. 

Memphis has stopped build'mg 
public housing: it believes "rehabil
itation" of existing housing is the 
preferable program. But the existing 
stock of low-income housing has been 
severely reduced by urban renewal, 
new commercial development, ex
pressway building, and well-intended 
housing code-enforcement programs. 
Buildings are inspected and owners 
are notified that they have so many 
days to correct the code violations. 
But the owners generally live across 
town and prefer to let the violations 
go uncorrected, because of the ex
pense involved (usually about S 1000 
per building), so . the City ends up 
condemning the buildings. 

The tenants are dislocated, at a 
loss where to go, and without the 
additional money to meet rent in
creases. There is no City agency 
responsible for relocating these 
tenants. V arlo us agencies working 
with the poor and elderly can give 
relocation assistance, if they know 
the need, but most of the time 
residents don't even know these 
agencies exist. 

® 
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housing and amenities, tax incentives, 
and revisions in the building and 
zoning codes. The Commission is 
required to meet at least once a 
month and meetings are to be open 
to the public. 

The proposed Center City Commis
sion ordinance represents an improve
ment in this evolution of legislation 
designed to govern Downtown devel
opment. Approval by the City Council 
seems likely on June 15. The Quar
terly Court must also approve the 
ordinance before it becomes effective. 
Hopefully the Court will act ex
peditiously. 

-Don Donati 

Recently, Community Develop
ment announced its grant of $200,000 
to the Metropolitan Inter-Faith Asso
ciation for home rehabilitation grants 
to "hardship status" homeowners 
living outside its nine priority areas. 
This program is a good start; un
fortunately, most poor people don't 
own their own houses. It is the 
city's landlords who need cash in
centives to fix up their rental pro
perty - if one doesn't mind sub
sidizing a few big slumlords in doing 
so. 

Can the old houses on Pontotoc 
be kept and cared for? At the turn of 
the century this street housed some 
of Memphis' leading business and 
professional people -with names 
like Heiskell, Galbreath, Collier, an4 
Bondurant - families headed by 
lawyers, bankers, cotton brokers, and 
men in real estate, insurance and other 
businesses. 

Can the old apartment buildings be 
rehabilitated? Can the street co-exist 
with whatever new large-scale develop
ment is envisioned for the Down
town area? 

Pontotoc Street exemplifies the 
need for attention to our most 
neglected priority - decent low-cost 
housing for ·thousands of people in 
Memphis. The street name is even 
symbolic: the Pontotoc Treaty of 
1832 dictated the removal of the 
Chickasaws from their homeland 
on the bluffs. Let's not allow history 
to repeat itself. 

- David Bowman 
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Garbage 
To Gardens 

City dwellers, do you itch to get 
your fingers in the soil and cultivate 
your own garden? Next summer 
you may have that opportunity, 
if you plan now. 

The Health Department has begun 
a pilot program in North Memphis 
(J ackso~ north to Chelsea and Front 
east to Dunlap) utilizing vacant lots 
as neighborhood gardens. Eighteen 
lots which were causing sanitation 
problems were tilled this spring; 
fertilizer was donated by Agrichemical 
and seeds by Ferry-Morse, Heckle, 
and Seed Service. Neighborhood 
response has been mixed but en
couraging to future development of 
the idea. 

Last year the Mayor's office re
ceived some 2,500 complaints about 
vacant lots and the Health Depart
ment made about 1,400 vacant lot 
investigations. There is a great deal 
of City land, some of it cluttered 
and unhealthy, harbouring 
disease-carrying rats and mosquitoes, 
which can be used as gardens. (The 
Penal Farm is a long drive and a great 
effort for senior citizens and the 
poor.) 

But queries must be made now 
if the land is to be prepared in time 
for next spring's planting. Starting in 
September or October, the City 
machines which haul and chop leaves 
could dump them on selected lots 
preparing an exc~llent mulch for 
spring disking. And Penal Farm 
equipment could be used for tilling, 
lowering the City's contractual ex
penses. 

If you are interested in such a pro
gram, call your Councilman, City 
Beautiful (528-2716), or Mr. Don 
Schultz of Rat Control (522-2954). 

-Pat Waters 

Shelby State Honors 
Library Cards 

Got a public library card? Did you 
know you can use it to check out 
books at the Shelby State Community 
College Library Downtown? 

Through a special agreement, the 
college library also is a branch of the 
Memphis and Shelby County Public 
Library and Information Center. This 
arrangement, according to a spokes
man for the facility, helps the library 
provide community-wide service 
without the expense of building a new 
branch. 

The library, located at 737 Union 
Avenue, also has audio-visual material, 
including slide-tape programs, 
cassettes and videotapes. Machines 
for viewing and listening are scattered 
throughout the library. A library-user 
can watch The Autobiography of 
Miss Jane Pittman on videotape, 
undertake a self-paced course in 
accounting, see a slide-tape of 
Renaissance paintings or listen ~o Duke 
Ellington on cassette. More than 300 
magazines and periodicals and a wide 
selection of books are also available. 

There's also an information and 
referral service at the library, and 
weekly film programs for senior 
citizens at the Borda Tower and 
Jefferson Square apartment complexes. 

The library is open Monday 
through Thursday from 7:30 a.m. 
until 9 p.m., and on Fridays and 
Saturdays from 7:30 a.m. until 
6 p.m. Phone 528-6743 for more 
information. 

WRATH Illustrations by Brad McMillan 

~~~~ 

Dancing Folks 
Folk Dance
Or Try 

The Loosahatchie Folk Dancers 
invite ~e public to join them for 
three Sunday afternoons of dancing 
and revelry June 13, 20, and 27. 

Sessions devoted to instruction 
in simple folk dancing will begin 
at 2 p.m. on those dates Downtown 
at Confederate Park, overlooking the 
Mississippi River. 

Designed especially for beginners, 
the free program is open to persons 
of all ages. For more information, 
call Rod Miller at 725-0800 or Gregg 
Williams at 323-5170. 

Welcome Aboard Your City Bus! 
Converting from car to bus trans

portation can be budget-saving and 
relaxing: out with the auto tags, 
gasoline and maintenance, and in
surance; just ignoring the respon
sibility and heated madness of 
Memphis' version of dodge 'em-cars. 
One can conserve, but, given our 
present system, not without some bit 
of patience and a good deal of de
tachment. If you want to minimize 
the frustrations, follow a few simple 
rules. 

First of all, you can. either toss 
your fate to experiment or follow a 
pocket schedule - all you new riders 
are advised to keep several of these 
time-tables tucked in strategic places 
where you live, work and play until 
you've synchronized your routine. 
You may have to request that MATA 
send you a route map {if you can 
decipher that, bus riding will be a 
snap!). 

Now, don't forget to go to the 
bank for a roll of quarters; it's handy 
to get a roll every payday and keep 
your change-purse full. (However, 
we hear this system of the quarter 
token is being reformed. Now, in 
addition to the quarter, we will 
have the choice of purchasing. 10 
non-negotiable tickets to get 
bent and torn in our wallets - at a 
discount of 10%: that is, a ride will 
cost 45¢, still a nickel more than six 
months ago. That's progress.) 

To be a bus rider, you must accept 
the inevitable: you will have to wait 
at least five minutes for your bus. This 
is always a good time to talk to 
yourself, plan out your day, sing a 
tune, whatever. Hopefully you've 
brought along a book or magazine -
Center City reading is suggested. 
Reading can often be the key to sane 
public transportation, both while you 
wait and ride. 

When you climb aboard your bus 
don't feel affronted if your 
driver doesn't say "go9d morning:' or 
even notice that you're there. Some 
drivers are callous, but how would 
you like to drive through Memphis 
traffic all day long with an annoying 
buzzer screaming in your ear? Some 
drivers will even slow down a little 
and wait for you if you're a regular 
rider; but then again, some wouldn't 
stop ten feet past the stop if you're 
even a split-second late. 

Several options are yours once on 
the bus. You can, if you're the undis-

crumnating gregarious type, choose scattered bus service has its draw-
some regulars to become familiar with backs. For instance, should you have 
and talk about the newsy subjects - to go any way but in a straight line, 
family illnesses, crimes, accidents and requiring you to make a transfer, by 
natural disasters. Or you can, keeping all means remember you are obliged 
eyes forward, making it a policy to to stand unwaveringly in one position 
never be caught staring, select a until your exchange bus passes - even 
sparsely populated section of the bus if it's an hour between buses as it 
and take an empty seat. (For some generally is at night and on weekends; 
reason sitting with strangers is gen- for should you not, the bus driver 
erally less preferable - unless one's has a directive to first verbally abuse 
up to something -and very inhibiting: you and then physically wrestle 
it makes one want to hold one's you from the bus. Or another ex-
breath for the duration of the trip.) ample, don't forget your briefcase 

A friend has impressed upon me or purse and try to catch a bus from 
the need to make exception· to that Downtown at 10 a.m. to go fetch it; 
statement about available empty for the frustration is immeasur able: 
seats: to wit, she says it depends on though some two dozen buses will 
whether one works in the city or out pass in· a 15-minute interval, all but 
east; for riding home (westward) on 2 or 3 are destined for the bus garage. 
weekday evenings, she says the back Waiting on a bus in a crowd exposes 
as well as the front of. the bu_s __ ~_I1e's sensibilities to an array of ir-
is ~elling with good-hearted chat ritating occurrences and persons -
and chortle tossed among elderly blaring radios, tain and heat, 
black women (and we can easily zombie-like stares and wayward ju-
imagine about whom they are trading veniles being the most numerous 
anecdotes). Nevertheless, in my ex- offenders. But while waiting at a bus 
perience, whites, students and the stop, no object is so contemptible 
elderly usually huddle behind the as the contempt-
driver's seat, seemingly desirous to ex- 8(1$ uous owner of a 
tinguish even the thought that there rt' . new car who 
is really a back of the bus. o U J splashes the expec-

W indow gazing is an enlightening - tant riders with 
pasttime once seated - at least for the gutter water or 
first dozen or so trips. If you've been throws street grit 
used to driving your route, there's in their eyes as he 
a good chance you've never observed speeds off. Never-
the details of your surroundings. Also, theless, principled 
people-watching from the back is as we riders are, I 
fairly interesting, especially for have never seen a 
psychologists and sattrtsts. Some regular bus rider 
riders try to read but end up sleeping decline a free auto-
- same difference; just try not to mobile ride. 
over-shoot your stop. Again, one's 
power of self-abstraction is most 
essential to happy bus riding. 

like most any social endeavor 
there is a certain etiquette to which 
the most refined riders must adhere. 
For instance, when the bus is crowded 
you should take the place next to 
the window when, and if, you fmd an 
empty two-seater, and you should 
refrain from beaning your fellows 
with your umbrella. Unlike England, 
in Memphis riders needn't queue up 
anticipating a lack of standing room; 
but in that unlikely event, most 
assuredly, the Italian free-for-all 
method of boarding will prevail if 
some self-sacrificing is not injected 
into the situation. 

Our system of infrequent and 

But for all that, the good, the 
relaxations, still outweigh the irrita
tions, and would even more, if more 
people rode the buses and our City 
stood behind bettering its public 
transportation ·with the same extra
vagance with which it has attended 
to the demands of the automobile 
and its users. 

-Gerald Murley, Jr. 
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Buildings Of A Different Color Farmers' Fair 
"Local Color," an exhibition of 

photo-silkscreens by Memphis archi
tect Carl Awsumb, opened recently 
in the lobby of First National Bank 
at 165 Madison Avenue. 

sheet film, and transferred to silk 
screen for printing. Could Be An Answer 

-john Vlech 

The 20 photo-silkscreens, all of 
Downtown Memphis buildings, will 
be on display in the bank lobby 
until June 25. 

"These images are a reminder of 
our city's unique past," Awsumb 
said. "As the rejuvenation of Down
town becomes a reality, I hope these 
graphics serve as a catalyst to bring 
Memphis' rich, visual heritage into 
focus.'' 

The photographs were taken on 35 
mm ftlm, enlarged on high contrast 

Awsumb, who holds a Bachelor of 
Architecture degree from the Univer
sity of Kentucky, served two years 
in the Peace Corps in Cameroon, 
West Africa, where he started a 
school for architectural drafting and 
construction. After living in Chicago 
for a year, working for the archi
tect of Marina· Towers, Awsumb 
moved to London where ·he worked 
two years for various architects and 
also did freelancing. He works for 
Awsumb/ Associates/ Architects at 
2029 Peabody, where his graphic 
designs are available for sale. 

During the past four years, the 
price of food has increase4 a total 
of 54%. The elderly, many of whom 
must live on fixed incomes, have 
borne the brunt of this food inflation. 
Many have been forced to change 
eating patterns to cope with rising 
prices: consumption of protein was 
down 4% between 1972 and 1973. 

Much of these price increases 
can be traced to higher middleman 
costs. In 1975, these middleman costs 
actually accounted for 7'}!1/o of the 
total rise in the price of food. The 
emphasis is now on highly processed 
and packaged foods which serve to 
increase the final price which must be 
paid by the consumer. Higher energy 
costs, in particular, have a great im
pact on the cost of transporting and 
processing food. 

Nowhere is this trend more evident 
than in the fresh fruit and vegetable 
market. A large percentage of the 
fruits and vegetables that are canned 
or frozen come from large corporate 
concerns that often own the land 
from which the produce comes. The 
fresh produce available is now usually 
trucked in from distant states. Many 
large retail concerns don't buy local 
produce. This dependence on 
large-scale trucking of produce has 
served to increase the cost of the 
vegetables while decreasing their shelf 
freshness. 

The basic problem facing con
sumers can be summerized as this: 
while price of food continues to 

Old Daisy Theater- Abandoned by Carl Awsumb $110 per print 

Catalogue 

Family Album by Carol Sams 
Afternoon sunlight filters through gauze 
draperies covering an open window, 
highlighting mellow earth greens, yellows, 
golds and indigoes. (18" x 24") Priced $85. 
Call523-1542 for inquiries. 

Don't Just Say Cheese
Eat It 

Cheese Shop on the Square is a 
retail cheese outlet operated by the 
folks who brought you Forty Carrots. 
The Cheese Shop is in Overton Square 
behind The Forty Carrots store 
(on Trimble). It carries a wide variety 
of foreign and domestic cheeses, 
coffees and teas. What seems to have 
been an afterthought is possibly the 
beginning of what one day might 
be a first-rate delicatessen. The 
Cheese Shop offers a variety of sand
wiches served on sour dough or rye 
bread, or a Kaiser roll - the sand
wiches are served with potato chips 
and a pickle slice. The salami and 
cheese on the sour dough comes close 
to being one of the best sandwiches 
in town. The ham and cheese is 
al~o worth the drive &om the farthest 
reaches of East Memphis, Whitehaven 
or Bartlett. 

The Cheese Shop on the Square 
has a very pleasant atmosphere with 

several wooden tables surrounded by 
the cheese counter, the coffee bins 
and the wall full of teas, spices and 
other assorted paraphernalia. The 
place is not usually crowd in the late 
afternoon and is prime for a late 
Saturday afternoon lunch. The cheese 
cake and pecan rolls are the featured 
desert, and with the cheese plate -
an assortment of your choice - can 
make an excellent mid-afternoon 
snack. 

The Cheese Shop is off to a good 
start. It would help if they developed 
their deli atmosphere a bit more by 
adding such things as potato salad, 
pickled beans, and such. Service is 
usually good . and the food has been 
consistent. Since they serve a differ
ent type of imported coffee from 
their bins every day, you can always 
count on a good cup of coffee -
which is more than can be said for 
most places in Memphis. 

-Andy Scott 

YWCA Begins Day Camp 
A Summer Day Camp for children 

ages 6-12 will be held June 14 -July 
2.3 at the Downtown Y.W.C.A. at 200 
Monroe Avenue. 

The program will include arts and 
crafts, recreation, music, dancing, 
participation in Mall activities, and 
field trips around the city. 

Cost will be S50 a session for the 

first child in a family, and S25 for 
each additional child. Three two-week 
sessions will be held during the 
summer. 

While the Summer Day Camp is 
underway, the Y.W.C.A. will be 
open from 6:30 a.m. until 5:30p.m. 
each day for the convenience of 
working parents Downtown. 

Summer classes are also available at 
the Y.W.C.A., and an old-fashioned 
ice cream social is scheduled from 
11:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. June 11 to 
kick off the summer activities. 

For more information about the 
Summer Day Camp and other pro
grams, call527-9486. 

climb, they are no longer able to 
have convenient access to fresh, 
low-cost farm produce grown by 
local farmers. As the produce busi
ness has come to depend more heavily 
on large-scale trucking and as grocery 
stores have grown into supermarkets, 
the traditional farmers' markets have 
lost their ability to serve either 
farmers ~r consumers. They are often 
located in industrial and wholesale 
parts of town w\lich are either inac
cessible or felt to be unsafe. 

The problems of consuiner_s are 
shared by the small farmer. He no 
longer has much choice in deciding 
where he will market his produce. 
As an individual, he must sell to 
business concerns with much more 
marketing power than he. At the 
same time, the costs of crucial farm 
inputs - fuel, fertilizer and seed -
have all increased significantly. It 
is estimated that one thousand farms 
are abandoned every week as a result .. 

For agriculture to continue to be 
viable, land must continue to be 
transferred from older farmers ready 
to retire to younger fanners. This 
cannot occur unless the returns to the 
farmer are adequate to meet the trans
fer costs and the basic cost of pro
duction. USDA studies show that the 
farmer receives only a fraction of the 
marketing price of his vegetables~ The 
farmer receives an average of 8.1¢ for 
carrots retailing at 24.9¢, 19.2¢ for 
green peppers retailing at 53¢, and 
42.1t for potatoes retailing at $1.411. 
For canned vegetables the spread is 
even greater: the farmer receives 17¢ 
for a can of peaches retailing at 
59.4¢, 2.4¢ for a can of beets re
tailing at 32.7 ¢, and 5.6¢ for a can of 
corn retailing at 37 .4¢. 

What can be done? The answer is a 
community food fair held at a neigh
borhood church where small farmers 
can sell their produce directly to con
sumers. A food fair is simply a farm
ers' market of from 15 to 20 farmers 
who sell for an eight hour period in 
a convenient location. Food fairs were 
tried in Nashville at seven different 
churches last summer; everyone was 
pleased. 

Having small farmers come to con
venient locations is a great help to 
the elderly because they often can 
walk to the site. It gives everyone a 
chance to share some of the personal 
contact in food shopping that has 
been lost in recent years : people can 
haggle with the farmers over the 
price of produce. There is an op
portunity to buy fresh produce 
in bulk for home canning or freezing. 
The food fairs provide the produce 
at a savings, which in Nashville 
averaged from 10 to 15% lower than 
prevailing retail prices. At the same 
time, the farmer has the opportunity 
to get a better return from his pro
duce~ 

The Agricultural Marketing Project 
is working this summer in Memphis 
to help churches, senior citizens, 
and community groups sponsor com
munity food fairs. If you wish to 
sponsor one at your church or want 
more information on where the 
food fairs will be held during the 
summer, please contact: Agricultural 
Marketing Project, 200 Monroe, 
Memphis, Tennessee 3~103. 
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Double 
Parked 

After you've polished off this 
issue of Center City, have de
voured each article in City of 
Memphis, and are faced with the 
cheerful prospect of reading 
either the morning or evening 
newsletter from Scripps-Howard, 
take heart! There is yet another 
publication in Memphis! It's 
called Untitled (really, it is) and 
it's a review of the visual arts in 
the Mid-South. A quarterly, it 
costs $5 a year. Subscriptions 
are available by writing_ P. 0. 
Box 82282 (and don't forget 
the zip, 38152). 

MoviesMoviesMm 
MISSOURI BREAKS directed by 
Arthur Penn, with Marlon Brando 
and Jack Nicholson 

This is a fairly good western which 
succeeds primarily on the visual 
level, since it beautifully portrays 
the look of the land and the people 
of the Old West. The plot, however, 
is as mundane and pointless as an 
old Hop along Cassidy film: cattle 
baron hires gunslinger to eliminate 
horse thieves and £inds that the cure 
is worse than the disease. 

Branda, as the psychopathic man
hunter, creates a fascinating character. 
Nicholson, as the leader of the rust
lers, does his usual good job with a 
basically one-dimensional character. 

The f:tlm is flawed by uninspired and 
occasionally anachronistic dialog, 
vacillation between comedy and 
drama, the actual killing of an animal 
on-screen, and rather pointless plot. 

-Robert A. Lanier 
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So you think that people who 
go Downtown after dark have 
nothing to do, huh? Just ask 
the Sigma Nu Fraternity at 
Southwestern. Rather than have 
their spring formal in a dull 
hotel room, they opted for the 
Memphis Showboat, docked at 
the foot of Monroe Avenue. 
A total of 583 people showed 
up and had a rollicking good 
time! Where else but from an 
open-air top deck on the 
Mississippi could you get such a 
superb view of the Memphis 
sky line? If your organization is 
interested, the Showboat people 
will be more than delighted to 
give you rates for your seagoing 
soiree. 

DOWNTOWN DOERS 
On May 26, Ms Sandra Stovall was 

presented an Economic Recognition 
Award in recognition for her out
standing contribution to the 
community and the economic ad
vancement of minorities. The award 
was presented by the Memphis Na
tional Business League, Inc., Women's 
Economic Division, in cooperation 
with OMBE, Business Development 
Organizatio!l· Ms Stovall is presently 
serving the City of Memphis as Chief 
City Court Clerk. 

Neighborhoods 
The oldest and largest. Downtown 

neighborhood is Lauderdale Courts. 
The huge project contains 442 units 
and is populated primarily by senior 
citizens and mothers with small 
children. 

Recently, the Lauderdale Courts 
Residents Association was resurrected. 
Its president, Cecilia Palazola,says that 
the purpose of the group is "to get 
people together in friendship and to 
provide a voice for the residents." A 
major emphasis of the Association 
is creating meaningful activiti~s for 
the dwellers of Lauderdale Courts. 
"We are particularly concerned about 
programs for our senior citizens and 
our children," says Mrs. Palazola. 

In the past, the project has been 
plagued with juvenile crime. Mrs. 
Palazola believes that a cause of this 
crime is the lack of activities for the 
children in the area. She hopes that 
the Association's Boys and Girls Club 
will help channel some of the excess 
energy. 

Mrs. Palazola indicates that most 
of the residents are avid Down
towners, dependent on the area for 
their cultural and commercial needs. 

Association meetings are held the 
last Thursday of each month in the 
Community Center, located at 246 
North Lauderdale. 

-Don Donati 

PHOTOGRAPHERS 
We are looking for color, B & W, 

and slide photographs taken during the 
Mid-America Mall Dedication. If you 
have anything, please call the Mall 
Office, 523-2322. 

JIM'S PLACE 
SINCE 1921 

Open 11 s.m., Lunch & Dinner, Mon.-Fri. 
Open 5:00p.m. S.t., Clossd Sundays. 

JIM'S STEAKS, broiled on genuine charcoal, 
nationally acclaimed for 40 years .... Try 
our Beef Shish Kabob or Souflima (charcoal 
broiled pork tenderloin) and salad topped 
with JIM'S SPECIAL SALAD DRESSING. 
... Delicious breads and desserts, including 
Grecian pastries, all homemade. Finest 
selection of wines and cocktails. 

52 South Second 526-5522 

planned parenthood~ 
for ~ 

MALES and FEMALES 
who want 

Complete Personalized Medical Care 
for 

FAMILY PLANNING 
(901) 525-0591 

Pl•nning btiCause YOU care. 

EXCITING APARTMENTS 
River View I Mid-America Mall 

The Tower, 527-6331 
Mrs. Jolley, Resident Manager 

Managed by The GALBREATH CO., Inc. 

Bruce Printing 
Company 

307 Madison Avenue 
Phone 526-1506 

•Quality offset printing 
• Complete letterpress 

department 
• Complete typesetting, 

layout, and design 
•Complete bindery 

facilities 
• Free pick-up and 

delivery 

Founded in 1917 

• 

Limited Edition Prints by 
BRAD McMILLAN 

Satiric & Comic Views of 
Doctors, Lawyers, Cat 
Lovers and Dog Lovers. 

2075 Madison # 9 
12%" x 19%" 18pie prints of Breakfast at 
Burkle's ere now on sale at Burkle's & Sunshine. 

OSCAR'S Barber Shop 
70 Park LaAe in the Falls Bldg. 

All Types Haircuts- Styles 
Hours: 8 to 5 Monday thru Friday 
Call for Appointment- 527-3188 

Picture Framing 
20%0ff 

(\"ou mus1 present this ad) 
Buy Where The 

Profeuioub Buy ••• 
There Muat Be A R.euonl 

Everytlllng From Pen Points to Drafting Tables 

Monday thru Friday 1:30 'til 5:00P.M. 
Also S.ti.lrday 1:30 'til 5:00 P.M. 

l' 1/Prnphls 
BLUEPRINT 

ART SUPPLY CO. 
2027 Madison 1(901) 726-5294 

Memphis, Tenn. 31104 

THE STERICK BUILDING 
HAS 

Commerce 
Union Bank 

0 
GALLAGHER PROPERTY 
MANAGEMENT COMPANY 

11 OS Sterlck Building 
8 N. Third Street 
{901) 526·3175 

ear1hy ffilidlts 
DOWNTOWN EXHIBITS 

FIRST NATIONAL BANK (lobby)* 

June - 'Local Color' - photo
silkscreens by Carl Awsumb 

STERICK BUILDING (lobby)* 
June - watercolors by Carol Sarns 

NATIONAL BANK OF COMMERCE* 
June - portraitures by Skipworth 
Inc. -lobby 

DOWNTOWN ACTIVITIES 
SUMMERFEST-(noon)* 

June 10 - Circuit Playhouse re
creates "The Best of Chicken Man" 
& "The Midnight K1ss-Off'' 
June 11 - "How to Heal Your 
Houseplants" 
June 13 - Loosahatchie Folk Dan
cers- Confederate Park- 2 p.m. 
June 14 - Big Sam Combo 
June 15 -Ron Jordan and the Sing 
It Sisters 
June 16 - Union Planters "Down
town Dream Machine" 
June 17 - Fort Polk Army Band 
June 18 - Theatre Memphis; Fort 
Polk Army Band- 1 p.m. 
June 20 - Loosahatchie Folk Dan
cers - Confederate Park - 2 p.m. 
June 21 - Ron Jordan and the Sing 
It Sisters; Eighth Army Band 
June 22 - Mose Vinson Trio 
June 23 - Union Planters "Down
town Dream Machine" 

SHOWTIME ON THE MALL - noon 
-Commerce Square* 
June 17 - Prince Gabe & the 
Millionaires with Ma Rainey 
June 24 - River Bluff Clan 

FILM 
BROOKS GALLERY (2:30p.m.)* 

June 20 - 'New Cinema Animation 
Festival' 

FRIDAY FLICS (4 & 7:15p.m.)* 
Every Friday at the Peabody Library 

MIDTOWN ACTIVITIES 
ARTS IN THE PARK (Overton Park 
Shell)* 

June 15 - 'An Evening of Memphis 
Music with Rob Maree' - 7 p.m. 
June 17 - Spirit of Youth -Jane 
Bischoff Dancers-8:15p.m. 
June 22 - Evening of Jazz - Mem
phis Federation of Musicians- 8:15 

LIBRARY CHILDREN'S PROGRAM 

June 9 - July 28 - Summer Pot
pourri - Wednesdays at 2:30p.m. -
ages 6-12- Peabody Library* 

THEATRE 
PLAYHOUSE ON THE SQUARE 

June 25 -July 25- 'Jacques .Brel Is 
Alive And Well And Living In Paris' 
-Wednesday through Sunday 

CIRCUIT PLAYHOUSE 

June 17 -July 18 - 'All My Sons' 
- Friday thru Sunday at 8:30p.m. 

BEALE STREET REPERTORY CO. 
Thru June 13 - 'Medea' - Friday 
through Sunday at 8:30p.m. 

*FREE 

WATCH REPAIRING 
JEWELRY REPAIRS 

Diamonds Remounted 

May We be Your Jewelers? 

CHARLES W. COSTELLO, JR. 
JEWELERS 

STERICK BUILDING LOBBY 
526-7880 



NBC: Thinking Positive 
The National Bank of Commerce 

and Cotton Row have long been 
close allies. For many years NBC 
was known as "the cotton bank" d·ue 
to its fmancial support of the pro
ducers and merchants of Memphis' 
"white gold," most of whom had 
offices located on or near that special 
strip of Front Street between Monroe 
and Gayoso. 

Today, that old alliance remains 
strong, but its direction is very new, 
and poses some exciting possibilities 
for the redevelopment of Down
town Memphis. 

In recent weeks urban pioneers, 
both Memphians and non-Memphians 
alike, have staked their hopes for 
redevelopment of the Downtown 
area on historically important, archi
tecturally unique Cotton ~ow. 
Financing for two innovative ventures 
in that district, one a condominium
art-commercial complex and the other 
a sophisticated steak and seafood 
restaurant, has, in both cases, been 
arranged by NBC. 

The three-story condominium site, 
a former cotton warehouse located 
at 41-43 Union, just off Front, was 
purchased by nine adventurous Mem
phians at a cost of $65,000. Renova
ion costs for the building are esti
mated at $100,000, according to NBC 

commercial lending vice president 
William R. Reed, Jr. Union Planters 
National Rank is participating with 
NBC in fmancing the costs of pur
chase and renovation. 

The restaurant, a substantial in
vestment in Downtown by three 
young Des Moines, Iowa, business
men, will be located in the old Cold 
Storage Warehouse building on Front, 
and will feature a panoramic view of 
the Mississippi River. NBC is providing 
approximately $300,000 for the pur
chase and renovation of the restaurant 
site, under an arrangement with the 
Small Business Administration. 

Why NBC, and why Downtown? 
Keith Kays, architect for the 

restaurant project, has an answer 
to the fll'st question. "The reason my 
clients went to NBC was because it 
was both vocal and visible in its 
support of Downtown. The people 
at NBC were aggressive in talking to 
people like Charlie Vergos, Norm 
Brewer and my clients - people 
who want to see things happen 
Downtown," he says. "NBC figured 
if a Downtown project could work, 
they wanted to be there," Kays 
adds. 

David Bradford, NBC loan analyst 
for the restaurant project, addresses 

(Continued on page 2) 

Music! 
The 200th birthday of America will 

be celebrated in high style on 
Mid-America Mall when the Joseph 
Schlitz Brewing Company presents 
the First Annual Memphis Music 
Heritage- Festival on July 3 and 4. 
Approximately thirty-five acts, in
cluding such top names as Dizzie 
Gillespie, Boots Randolph, and 
Muddy Waters, will perform on three 
stages and various in-between spots 
along the Mall. 

The two-day show, highlighting 
the music of Beale Street, country, 
and the blues, will last from noon 
until 7 p.m. each day. The Sunday 
program will be preceded by a special 
tribute to W. C. Handy, in which 
Handy's daughter, Katherine, and 
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Dizzie Gillespie will participate. This 
will be held in Handy Park. The 
festival will be climaxed by a spec
tacular fireworks display originating 
on the tip of Volunteer Park at 
8:45 in the evening on the Fourth of 
July. 

Various Downtown food establish
ments will remain open both days 
of the event, and several will be 
operating concessions on the Mall. 
These, along with other concessions 
brought in for the occasion, will be 
serving everything from cold drinks 
and fried chicken to ice cream and 
fresh fruit. 

The festival, sponsored by Schlitz 
in cooperation with Mid-America 
Mall and the Memphis Area Chamber 
of Commerce, will be free to the 
public. It is recognized as an official 
Bicentennial event. 

The Greening Of Midtown 
WANTED: One latge eight-room 
apartment with such amenities as a 
formal dining room, butler's pantry, 
large eat-in kitchen, walk-in pantry, 
sun room, 9' or 10' ceilings, bay 

___ windows or turrets oak floors and a 
large spiral stairc~ dating from the 
1890's; centrally located to the 
central business district and Midtown 
areas. 

Sound impossible in Memphis? 
Not so! In general, one of the great 
charms of the Midtown area is its 
abundance of largely under-developed 
and unknown apartment buildings. 
What at first appears to most as 
simply an old building may indeed be 
just the place that you've been 
looking for to call home. With a little 
cleaning, painting or simple renova
tion, these apartment buildings are 
ideal for today's needs for spacious
ness and practicality. 

One apartment in particular ex
emplifies the above requirements and 
more. The Greenstones, on the corner 
of Poplar Avenue and Waldran Boule
vard, typifies many of the fme older 
buildings in the Midtown area. The 
Greenstones dates from the mid-1920s, 
when the George Arnold estate was 

purchased and the mansion razed to 
provide a site for an exclusive apart
ment building for this fashionable 
neighborhood. A good example of 
recycling, the green stone facing 
(thought .. to be imported--from Ire 
land), the staircase and other trim 
work from the original mansion were 
used in building the apartment 
structure. 

To blend with such fine homes 
on W aldran as Albert Caldwell's 
mansion (destroyed in 1966) and the 
Arthur Lowenstein home (now used 
as a University of Tennessee frater
nity house), Mr. Hubert T. McGee, 
architect for Clarence Sanders's Pink 
Palace, was selected to· design the 
structure. The grounds, carriage 
house, and neighborhood remained 
essentially the same until the 
North-South segment of I-255 
decimated the once quiet residential 
area. Today planted trees and shrubs 
have matured, somewhat regaining the 
serenity that once enveloped this 
grand old building. 

As in many Midtown neighbor
hoods, there is a rich urban mixture 
within the Greenstones: two 45-year 
residents, retired couples, newlyweds 

and singles. Occupations range from 
an architect to the retired head of 
the local U.S.O. 

Hopefully, more people will come 

ment communties which are an in
tegral part of Midtown Memphis. 

-Charles Reisman and ]ames Murray 

to know and appreciate the many fme Aerial photos and the full photo
sttuctures in the city and. prevent- . graph of the Greensto~es are the 
further deterioration of the apart- courtesy of Mrs. Carl Robinson. 

Arnold. Mansion - Courtesy of the Memphis 
Public Library and Information Center GreenBtones' Front Door - Photo by Debi Murley 
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THINKING POSITIVE 
(Continued from page one) 
both questions. "For our financial 
commitment, which is limited, the 
exposure and possible effect of both 
projects is good. The condominium 
project will bring 24-hour sup
porters to Downtown and will. cause 
others to investigate the conversion 
of old buildings into new living 
spaces," he says. "The beauty of the 
restaurant is that it will supplement 
Downtown night entertainment and 
hopefully will bring people back 
Downtown after five o'clock." 

If it's such a sound investment, 
why haven't other lenders been 
anxious to get in on the action? 
"It's a risk vs. reward situation," 
explains NBC vice president Reed. 
"There is risk involved because of 
the city's attitude. The real question 
we face with the restaurant, for 
example, is will Memphis accept 
a quality restaurant in this location? 

"Looking to the reward, we feel 
very strongly that this block of 
Front Street (from Union to Gayoso) 
has as much potential for a successful 
effect on Downtown as any location 
in the city. There is a lot of value 
in those old cotton buildings," says 
Reed, "and we feel their potential 
is greatly enhanced by their proximity 
to the city's number one tourist 
attraction, the river, and by the 
developing Volunteer Park." 

But the real reason for NBC's 
support of Downtown, and the 

Double 
Parked 

explanation of its role of leadership 
in fmancing redevelopment is summed 
up by NBC's president and chairman 
of the board, Bruce E. Campbell, Jr. 
,·'Downtown Memphis is the only 
unique part of the whole city," he 
says, "it is a magnificent front door, 
but it is greatly underutilized. Down
town Memphis has many unique old 
buildings that people with imagination 
could do wonders with," he adds, 
"and we feel these buildings are of 
such worth that we shouldn't tear 
them down, but should renovate 
them. 

"The condominium project speaks 
to a basic need of Downtown, which 
is more living space in the area. We 
hope it will interest developers, 
lenders and other individuals in apart
ments and other living spaces Down
town. The demand is there, it's 
simply a question of getting people 
who are willing to undertake that 
kind of project, and insure its success, 
involved. 

"The proof of the viability of a 
restaurant Downtown is the Rendez
vous. People will come Downtown to 
the Rendezvous because of the 
quality of food and the attractiveness 
of the restaurant. We don't see why 
its success can't be duplicated. Mem
phis is fortunate in that the owners 
of this new venture looked at a num
ber of other locations across the 
country and chose Downtown 
Memphis. From what I understand 

Fruit Stand, 25 S. Second, 
is perhaps the most famous, 
having been "located at Main and 
Beale since 1905" - until the 
Health Department encouraged 
a move to an interior space 
several years ago. Serving the Now that summertime is here 

and the season for fresh 
home-grown fruits and vegetables 
is upon us, don't you think a - .............. 

. northern part of Downtown is 
Alex's Fruit Store, located at 
41 N. Third. Alex's also makes 
up all-occasion fruit baskets. sweet, juicy peach would be 

a pleasant alternative to that 
Twinkie you've been having for 
dessert at lunch for the past 
nine months? 

Downtown has two fruitstands 
. with their wares displayed out 

front to defy your will power 
to pass without buying. Toney's 
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And if you're in the market 
for fresh vegetables as well as 
fruits, some of the best prices 
in town are found at the 
Easy-Way Grocery Store at 80 N. 
Main. One of the last of the 
honest-to-goodness two-aisled, 
meat-counter-in-the-back, wood
floored groceries in this. 
area, it is usually packed between 
11 a.m. and 2 p.m., but checkout 
is relatively fast and friendly. 
Just try not to get in line behind 
someone who is buying their 
month's food supply. -B. C. 
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about their Iowa operation, this 
new restaurant will be an attractive 
proposition done in a quality fashion. 
We feel it could act as a nucleus for 
other satellite or related Down town 
activities. We hope it will give en
couragement to other lenders to 
follow with additional projects. 

"We believe people will live and 
shop and visit Downtown if it is a 
quality situation that is safe and 
attractive," Campbell says em
phatically. 

And backing that belief with 
financial support, NBC is helping 
convert that possibility into a reality. 

-Mimi Hall 

FROM OUR REGULAR STOCK 
OR YOUR SPECIAL DESIGN 

Jewelry Just For Your Personality 

May We Be Your Jewelers? 

CHARLESW. COSTELLO, JR. 

JEWELERS 

STERICK BUILDING LOBBY 

526-7880 

planned parenthood® 
for 

MALES and FEMALES 
who want 

Complete Personalized Medical Care 
for 

FAMILY PLANNING 
(901) 525-0591 

Planning because YOU care. 

EXCITING APARTMENTS 
River View I Mid-America Mall 

The Tower, 527-6331 
Mrs. Jolley, Resident Manager 

Managed by The GALBREATH CO., Inc. 

Bruce Printing 
Cotnpany 

307 Madison Avenue 
Phone 526-1506 

• Quality offset printing 
• Complete letterpress 

department 
• Complete typesetting, 

layout, and design 
• Complete bindery 

facilities 
• Free pick-up and 

delivery 

Founded in 1917 

Picture Framing 
20%0ff 

(\·ou must present this ad) 
Buy Where The 

Profetlioula Buy ••• 
There Mlllt Be A~! 

Everything From Pen Points to Drifting TIDies 

Monday tnru FriCIIY 8:30 'til 5:00P.M. 
Also SltilrCIIY 8:30 'til 5:00P.M. 

L' flernphi_-, 
BLUEPRINT 

ART SUPPLY CO. 
2027 Madison 1(901) 726-5294 

Memphis, Tenn. 31104. 

DOWNTOWN ACTIVITIES 
SUMMERFEST - Noon* 

June 27 - Loosahatchie Folk Dan
cing Clinic - Confederate - 2 p.m. 
June 28 - Ron Crowder 
June 29 - Ron Jordan & the Sing-It 
Sisters 
June 30 - Downtown Dream Ma
chine 
July 2 - Philip Kennard, guitarist 
and singer 
July 3-4 - Schlitz Memphis Music 
Heritage Festival -12 till 7 p.m. 
-Fireworks at 8:45 p.m. on 4th 
July 6 - Ghanians music and dance 
sponsored by the Smithsonian 
July 7 - Downtown Dream Ma
chine 
July 9- Ron Jordan 

SHOWTIME ON THE MALL - Noon 
-Commerce Square* 

July 1 - Travis Jenkins Jazz En
semble 
July 8- David & Larkin Bryant 
July 15 -The Miller Brothers Band 

FILM 
BROOKS GALLERY-2:30p.m.* 

July 4 - 'Davy Crockett/King of the 
Wild Frontier' 

FRIDAY FLICS- 4 & 7:15p.m.* 
Every Friday at the Peabody Library 

MIDTOWN ACTIVITIES 
ARTS IN THE PARK - Overton Park 
Shell* 

June 24 - Old Fashion Gospel Sing 
June 29 - Memphis Country Music 
July 1 - Greater Memphis Square 
Dancers 
July 6 - Beale Street Repertory Co. 
July 8 - Martha Scott Dancers 

THEATRE 
PLAYHOUSE ON THE SQUARE 

June 25-July 25 -'Jacques Brei Is 
Alive and Well And Living in Paris' 

CIRCUIT PLAYHOUSE 
Through July 18 -'All My Sons' 

BEALE STREET REPERTORY CO. 
June 25-July 25 - Three one-act 
plays - 'Days of Absence: 'Happy 
Endings: & 'Contributions' 

AUDITORIUM MUSIC HALL 
July 8-10- 'Dear Liar'- 8 p.m. 

*FREE 

THE STERICK BUILDING 

HAS 

HOFFMAN'S 
SA VARIN 

RESTAURANT 

GALLAGHER PROPERTY 
MANAGEMENT COMPANY 

1105 Sterick Building 
8 N. Third Street 
(901) 526-3175 

HELP YOUR CHILD 
THIS SUMMER 

Tutoring in reading and math. 
Call Larry I after 6 p.m. daily 1 

at 276-2335. 

PILOT BOUSE 
MOTOR INN D 0 w N T 0 w N 

tOO North Front Street Memphis, Tenn. 38103 



Why Move Downtown 1 
One old cotton warehouse still house and the windows for our 

has a future. Rather than being mezzanine came out of an office 
torn down as so many other beau- building next to that. 
tiful old Memphis buildings are, it jean Segal: I started working out 
is being restored to serve its new east and had to come Downtown 
owners. to st!e clients.... When I received 

The building, located at 41-43 a job offer Downtown, I took it 
Union Avenue, is solid and sturdy. realizing this was where I wanted to 
It is three stories high with six evenly be. There are so m·any different 
divided spaces which convert naturally things and various kinds of people 
into apartments. · h" all 

·Attention was f:trst drawn to the wtt m a sm space. 
building by photographer Perry jim Williams: I'm not from Memphis, 
Walker; he had been living and so when I came here I was looking 
working there. Then Charlie Vergos forward to what a river city with 
put his money down for the option its history would be like. It was 
on the building - but at that time no disappointing to learn that it had a 
one else was committed. His faith in lot to offer, with so much potential, 
the building's potential eventually but they weren't taking advantage 
pulled a group of investors together. of it. I wanted to feel the river city 
Subsequently, their venture was sup- and its river life, and am happy to 
ported by the National Bank of say that it's happening now. 
Commerce. Charlie Vergos: ... When people come 

Charlie is planning a gallery for through here, they don't want to 
his east first floor space and an art see the new buildings. They want 
studio. Chappell, Williams and Segal to see what was originally cotton 
already occupy the river side; they row. They want to see what was 
were a natural since they had been Beale Street .... 
there for a year, and, while trying .. .If people will take an interest 
to buy, had begun their renovations. and move down with us, perhaps 
Carol and Norman Brewer, and Jack we can save some of it before some 
Tucker will live in apartments on the person decides to tear it down also. · 
second floor. Georg Shook and I The banks are willing to participate. 
are planning third floor studios. They have programs open to people 

I talked with the others and got that are interested in the Downtown. 
their comments on the project. My There's still plenty of buildings avail
primary question, of course, was able. If you locate one you particu
"Why?" larly like, get a reputable realtor or 
Carol Coletta: This project provides see your banker and let them check 
us with a lot of marvelously unique it out .... 
space for a much lower price than jack Tucker: ... My approach·. to an 
we could have had- any place else.... old building is to try to revitalize it 
I like old places and old things and and not necessarily restore it, de.; 
it's very exciting to think I'm going pending on the historical value .of 
to be living in the middle of it all.... the building. I'm a more contem-

What's eaGsYraging about our p~-F<ro~-~p~O>Fil"at:t~~:.v· architect, and l-woukllike to 
ject is that it is not some big God- see a more contemporary feel within 
father developer-in-the-sky coming the building rather than without, en-
down to lay all this on us, but it's hancing the old parts that are useful 
a very small group of certainly not by a contrast with the new. We have 
wealthy people who came together brick walls and wood floors we are 
to do the project. preserving, letting the rest of the 
Norman Brewer: .. .I have been very space float within the one huge 
involved in the Downtown project space. 
through my job. This pro1ect will There's a lot of buildings still for 
b f 1 J sale or for lease Downtown, and now 

e one o many ike this to come is the time to do it. This is a link 
which will bring the people and new 
businesses to the Downtown area, between the old and new, and I'm 
because Downtown Memphis has for moving on .... 
much to offer both the residential and Georg Shook: Charlie called me and 
business community. said, "I have a building I think you 
Ellis Chappell: We started out just would be interested in." I had always 
renting with the desire to buy. Even wanted a studio along the Mississippi 
though we couldn't swing the pur- River, never realizing what the future 
chase at the time, we started on the would bring. I was impressed when 
renovation of our building anyway.... I actually saw the third floor loft 
We're using a lot of materials salvaged area on the side of the river that I 
from other buildings that are being was to occupy. The 10-foot high 
torn down in the Downtown area. ceilings and the skylights that face 
We got the beams out of an old ware- north., plus a magnificent view of the 

Photos by Debi Murley 

river, and the history and tradition 
- all adds to the aesthetics of 
painting. 

And Myself: I first learned of this 
project through George Shook, and 
my first reaction was: "Do- you 
realize what you have here? The 
space, the brick walls! It is perfect 
for an artist. I want my studio down 
here, too!" 

I wanted to be Downtown - not 
just because of the heritage and his
tory - but because that's the real 
Memphis. 

Everything has to be a real and 
natural process for me .... The whole 
point is that I've gotten so involved 
in Memphis and the people who put 
this project together that I can't 
help but get excited about what 
is going· to happen to me, to my 
painting, and to Downtown Memphis. 

-Connie Hendrix 
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Schwab's Is Still On Beale 

Rumors have been circulating that 
A. Schwab's is leaving Beale Street. 
One reporter r-ec~tly .. phoned the 
owner, Abram Schwab, who quickly 
denied the rumor, so the reporter 
hung up, perhaps believing no story 
was there. 

The real story is that A. Schwab's 
is still there, at 163 Beale Street, in 
its second century of business. The 
original proprietor, Abraham Schwab, 
came to the United States from 
Alsace, France, just after the 
Franco-Prussian War of 1871. He 
opened a store in Memphis in January, 
1876. Second-, third-, and fourth
generation members of his family 
work in the store now. 

Recently, across the street, 
the Epsteins moved their pawnshop 
from 166 Beale to Poplar near the 
Medical Center, leaving Schwab's as 
the last owner-occupied property 
on Beale within the Blue Light Dis
trict; all the rest of the businesses 
rent from the Memphis Housing 
Authority. Sonny's moving gave sub
stance to the rumors about Schwab's; 
in reply, Mr. Schwab quoted Mark 
Twain, who told reporters that the 
reports of his death have been some
what exaggerated. 

Plans for redeveloping Beale Street 
were first publicized in 1963. The 
original architectural renderings 
showed that Schwab's and other 
stores would be hidden behind modish 
brick facades and arcades with 
blue-glass canopies. (Recent designs 
restore the original facades, eliminate 
the canopies, and fill-in with ap
propriate new buildings.) By 1969, 
when federal approval for the new 
Beale Street was given, as part· of 
Urban Renewal Project Tennessee 
R-77, the Memphis Housing Author
ity, the agency in charge, began 
moving out about 1800 families in 

the Beale-Linden area and began 
acquiring commercial properties along 
Beale Street. In return, 31BO units 
of new housing and a wonderful 
new "blue light district" were pro
mised. 

Unfortunately, from the moment 
the commercial buildings were emp
tied, they started to deteriorate. 
No tenants mean no maintenance; the 
only way to keep a building in good 
shape is to keep it occupied. Vacant 
buildings also invite vandals. Most 
of the buildings have been 
neglected for so many years that 
rehabilitation costs are currently 
estimated at $30 per square foot, the 
same figure quoted for new construc
tion these days. Emptying the 
buildings on Beale has added several 
million dollars in future rehabilita
tion costs, as has the hacking-off 
the backs of the longer buildings 
for alleys and parking spaces. 

Beale's occupied buildings have 
held up well; A. Schwab's, for 
example, is in fine shape. The dry

(Continued on page 2) 

CENTER CITY BIMONTHLY REPORT 
for period ending June 30, 1976 

Cash on May 1, 1976 ... , .... $377.27 

REVENUES 
Donations .............. $207.00 
Advertisements ............ 153.00 
Fund-Raising Proceeds ....... 215.00 
Loan from Front Street Arts ... 200.00 

Total Two-Month Revenues .. $775.00 

EXPENSES 
Postage .......•........ $ 83.23 
Printing ................. 772.00 
Sales Tax .•.•...•..•..•.•• 47.28 
Fund-Raising Activities .•....• 136.15 
Professional Services ..•...... 30.00 
Supplies .....••....•....•. .4.49 

Total Two-Month Expenses. $1073.15 

CURRENT CASH .•..••..... $79.12 
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GET-AWAYS-

Weekending With Mentphis' Alter Ego 
Sure, I know you're tired of hearing 

of how much better Atlanta is than 
Memphis, and so am I, mainly because 
I don't agree. But the fact remains, 
there is a lot to do in Atlanta, and a 
long weekend get-away there can be 
very enjoyable. 

You can drive to Atlanta taking the 
expressway route through Nashville 
and Chattanooga in from seven to 
ten hours, depending on the weather, 
your familiarity with the road, and 
how many state troopers you have to 
slow down for. It's not a particularly 
scenic drive (especially from here to 
Nashville) and consumes at least a 
whole day of your vacation, since I 
theorize that it takes the same amount 
of time to recover from a trip as it 
did to actually make it (i.e., eight 
hours on the road followed by eight 
hours of rest and reorientation). 
Therefore, budget willing, I prefer to 
fly. Delta Airlines offers flights to 
and from Atlanta at all hours of the 
day and night, and the fifty-eight 
minute flying time is advantageous to 
those who want to get on with the 
on-site frivolity. Round-trip fare 
during the day is $94, while night 
coach is $76. 

I have found that the ideal situation 
(in most cases) when visiting another 
city is to stay with friends who live 
there. Of course, that's not always 
possible, and Atlanta has everything 
from your bask Scottish Inn to 
the ultra-luxurious Omni International 
Hotel. 

Speaking of the Omni, it is one of 
the newer and more diverse points 
of interest. Omni International 
Atlanta is an amazing complex of coli
seum, offices, hotel, restaurants, 
multi-screen movie house, exclusive 
stores, specialty shops, a giant 
ice-skating rink, and a $14 million 
indoor fantasy land called the World 
of Sid and Marty Krafft. I didn't 
check out the World because of a 
tight time schedule (it takes 3-5 hours 
to do the whole show) and the rela
tively high cost ($5.7 5 for adults, 
$4.2"5 for ages 3 to 9, children under 
3 are admitted free). But everyone 
should give ice-skating a try ( $1.7 5 

WRATH 

for a two-hour session plus 7 5¢ skate 
rental). 

Out of the Omni and on opposite 
ends of the price range are two recom
mended places to eat. Everybody's, 
right across the street from Emory 
University and often crowded with 
students (be forewarned), serves some 
of the best pizza I've had anywhere. 
The prices are moderate, the food 
good. Back to downtown Atlanta, 
treat yourself to an orgy of great 
food and excellent service at the Mid
night Sun in Peachtree Center. Their 
specialty is Reindeer Steak - I didn't 
try their specialty. The menu is varied 
and tempting and expensive (and 
worth it). 

For the compulsive shoppers out 
there, Atlanta is an oasis. In two 
large multi-level shopping centers, 
Lenox Square and Phipps Plaza 
(one across the street from the other), 
you can spend all day (and all your 
money) going from Neiman-Marcus 
to Brentano's Book Store to Saks 
Fifth Avenue to The Design Store to 
Lord & Taylor to Britches Men's 
Shop to Yves St. Laurent's Rive 
Gauche and on and on. 

If you're looking to delve into the 
South's past, Atlanta, with its tumul
tuous Civil War background, can keep 
you busy for _several days. It is dotted 
with museums, old homes, the aging 
but still fascinating Cyclorama, 
Stone Mountain and many other 
historically significant sites. 

The famed Underground Atlanta is, 
unfortunately, a place obviously past 
its prime and has gained a reputation 
as a high-crime area. In spite of the 
encroaching seediness, the oddity of 
its location and combination of 
shops, museums, and night spots 
are worthy of cautious investigation. 

To be honest, I didn't do every
thing mentioned here in one trip and 
wouldn't recommend it - altogether 
too exhausting. But the point is, 
Atlanta is a terrific city to visit, no 
matter whether your interests run to 
history, night spots, or whatever. 
You'll return frred up with the desire 
to fmd out what it takes to bring 
Memphis up to par. 

-Beverly Cruthirds 

Cartoon by Brad McMillan 

Moving August 1st 
357 N. Main 526 ,..1506 

Call Us or Come By! 

Legal 
Briefs 

At midnight on July 1, the rights 
of Memphis tenants and landlords 
changed drastically. At that hour the 
Uniform Residential Landlord and 
Tenant Act became c!ffective. The pro
gressive piece of legislation signifi
cantly altered the traditional rela
tionship between tenant and landlord. 

Perhaps the most important change 
is found in the so-called "repair and 
deduct" section of the act. Under 
this section, if the landlot"d deliber
ately or negligently fails ·to supply 
heat, electricity, or any other ob
ligation which materially affects the 
health and safety of the tenant, 
the tenant is empowered to chose 
one of three remedial actions: one 
remedy allows the tenant to make 
the repair and deduct the actual and 
reasonable costs from the rent; or the 
tenant rna y elect to recover damages 
for the decrease in the fair rental 
value of the dwelling unit, provided 
he or she continues to occupy the 
premises; or the tenant can be excused 
from paying the rent and be allowed 
to find s~bstitute housing. 

Another significant provision deals 
with the security deposit and how 
it is to be handled. A problem tradi
tionally plaguing tenants was that of 
landlords keeping all or part of their 
deposit without showing the damages 
for which the deposit was forfeited. 
Now the landlord must itemize the 
damage to the dwelling, and estimate 
the dollar cost of repairs. The tenant 
is entitled to inspect the premises to 

SCHWAB'S 18-STILL ON BEA:A-L'I":"E~t:---
Continued from page one 
goods store moved there in 1912, 
but the architectural details, such as 
the brick arches in the basement, 
suggest the building is over a
hundred years old. The heavy timbers 
spanning the brick piers are said to 
have been floated down the river, 
but the cast iron pillars upstairs were 
probably produced by one of 
Memphis' old foundries. 

The basement under the original 
Schwab's is unused. It still has a 
dirt floor, with a filled-in brick cistern 
that the Memphis Museum has asked 
to dig out and rebuild as an exhibit. 

From time to time, Schwab's 
still gets letters from MHA asking for 
its "rehabilitation plans." But since 
the historical period now being 
targeted for the street is circa 1910, 
there is nothing Schwab's needs do: 
it is essentially the same store it was 
in 1912. 

-David Bowman 

ascertain the accuracy of the land
lord's listing. If the tenant disagrees 
with any item, then he or she may re
fuse to sign the list and specifically 
state in writing the items of dis
agreement. The tenant is then en
titled to bring an action in General 
Session~ Court to recover the portion 
of the deposit unjustifiably retained 
by the landlord. 

Tennessee is one of only nine states 
to pass this kind of legislation, the 
purpose of which is the simplification, 
modernization and revision of the 
laws governing the rights and ob
ligations of landlords and tenants. The 
Act can be found in Tenness~e Code 
Annotated, Section 64-2864. 

Wilson Wages 



Lyceum Theater Returns 
Lyceum Film Theater is back for 

a third season Downtown. 
Lyceum is a subscription fum 

series sponsored by Front Street 
Arts in cooperation with First 
National Bank. Films will be shown 
each Tuesday evening at 7:30, August 
3 through December 28, in the First 
National Bank Auditorium, Third 
and Madison. 

If you wish to join Lyceum Film 
Theater, complete and mail the 
attached form with your $5 sub
scription fee. Admission to each 
film will be $1 for mem hers and 
$1.50 for their guests. 

1976 FILM SCHEDULE 

August 3 Dr. Strangelove, Or: How 
I Learned to Stop Worrying and Love 

the Bomb 
Directed by Stanley Kubrick; Starring 
Peter Sellers, George C. Scott, Sterling 
Hayden, Keenan Wynn, and Slim 
Pickens 

A brilliant, hilarious, and disturbing 
satire about the American military 
establishment. What happens when an 
insane Air Force general orders a 
nuclear attack on the Soviet Union. 
1964, Black and White, 93 minutes. 

August 10 Bus Stop 
Directed by ] oshua Logan; Starring 
Marilyn Monroe, Don Murray, Arthur 
O'Connell, and Betty Field 

Monroe shocked everyone, the pub
lic and critics alike, by proving she 
could act in this movie based on 
William Inge's play. The drama of a 
shop-wor~-~~~1 ~~ ~he wild ~owb_qy 
who pursues her to an icy bus stop 
in Arizona was a critical success. 
Logan's direction and the screenplay 
by George Axelrod also were 
top-notch. 1956, Color, 95 minutes. 

August 17 Nights of Cahiria 
Directed by Federico Fellini; Starring 
Giulietta Masina, Francois Perier, 
and Franca Marzi 

The. third part of Fellini"s "trilogy 
of solitude" (the others being La 
Strada and Il Bidone) won an 
Academy Award for Best Foreign 
Language Film. The story of a woman 
with indestructible spirit is enhanced 
by the director's rich imagery. 1957, 
Black and White, Italian dialogue 
with English subtitles, 110 minutes. 

August 24 Key Largo 
Directed by john Huston; Starring 
Humphrey Bogart, Edward G. Robin
son, Lauren Bacall, and Lionel 
Barrymore 

Based on the Maxwell Anderson 
play, Key Largo is the story of a 
confrontation between two strong 
men, one a hard-bitten Army veteran 
and the other a gangster trying to 
make a comeback. Expert perfor
mances from the cast. Claire Trevor's 
performance won an Oscar. 1948, 
Black and White, 101 minutes. 

August 31 The Lavender Hill Mob 
Directed by Charles Crichton; Starring 
Alec Guinness, Stanley Holloway, and 
Sidney ]ames 

Another gem from Britain?s Baling 
Studios. Guinness is a timid bank 
clerk who engineers a plan to ·steal 
S 5 million in gold bullion in England 
and ·smuggle it to France. A gentle 
and light-hearted farce, from the 

same studio which produced Kind 
Hearts and Coronets. 1951, Black 
and White, 82 minutes. 

September 7 The Lady From 
Shanghai 

Directed by Orson Welles; Starring 
Rita Hayworth, Orson Welles, and 
Everett Sloane 

A wandering seaman almost be
comes the victim of the plottings of 
some rich travelers on a yacht sailing 
up the Mexican coast. One of Welles' 
most complex and bizarre fums. 1948, 
Black and White, 87 minutes. 

September 14 The Servant 
Directed by joseph Losey; Starring 
Dirk Bogarde, Sarah Miles, Wendy 
Craig, and James Fox 

Written by Harold Pinter, The 
Servant is a horrifying story of human 
destructiveness. A rich, spoiled young 
man is led unknowingly down a 
path to complete decadence by his 
gentleman's gentleman. A shat~ering 
yet subtle comment on British and 
Continental society, The Servant was 
one of the films shown at the first 
New York Film Festival. 1964, 
Black and White, 115 minutes. 

September 21 Bringing Up Baby 
Directed by Howard Hawks; Starring 
Katharine Hepburn, Cary Grant, 
Charlie Ruggles, and Barry Fitzgerald 

Hepburn and Grant having a field 
day. She's a scatter-brained heiress 
and he's a paleontologist - they fall 
in love. The result is one of the best 
examples of 1930s "screwball" 
comedy~ The machine-gun dialogue 
and Hawks' direction are distinct 
assets. 1938, Black and White, 100 
minutes. 

September 28 Henry V 
Directed by Laurence Olivier; Starring 
Laurence Olivier, Renee Asherson, 
and Leslie Banks 

A stunningly brilliant screen spec
tacle, based on the play by William 
Shakespeare. The original play was 
trimmed expertly and the director 
assembled an excellent cast. The fum 
begins as an Elizabethan audience 
arrives for a play at the Globe 
Theater. This and the mounting of 
the Battle of Agincourt are particularly 
fascinating sequences. 1946, Color, 
138 minutes. 

October 5 The Bi~ycle Thief 
Directed by Vittorio De Sica; Starring 
Lamberto Maggiorani, Lianella Carell, 
and Enzo Staiola 

The simple story of a poor working 
man who spends a whole day looking 
for his stolen bicycle. This poignant 
film, with its superb acting and 
direction, won a host of awards, in
cluding an Academy Award for Best 
Foreign Language Film. 1949, Black 
and White, Italian dialogue with 
English subtitles, 87 minutes. 

October 12 The Lady Vanishes 
Directed by Alfred Hitchcock; Star
ring Margaret Lockwood, Michael 
Redgrave, Paul Lukas, and Dame 
May Whitty 

Viptage Hitchcock. A blend of 
comedy and melodrama that results 
in one of the director's most pleasing 
pictures. A lady mysteriously vanishes 
on a train, and only one passenger 

admits to having seen her. 1938, 
Black and White, 96 minutes. 

October 19 The Producers 
Directed by Mel Brooks; Starring 
Zero Mostel, Gene Wilder, and Dick 
Shawn 

Outrageous comedy about a pro
ducer who is persuaded to over
subscribe with backers a rotten show 
doomed to close after one night -
leaving him with the oversubscribed 
funds. The funniest part of the movie 
is the first act of the play, Springtime 
for Hitler. 1968, Color, 100 minutes. 

October 26 Ikiru 
Directed by Akira Kurosawa; Starring 
Takashi Shimura, Miki Odagiri, and 
Nobuo Kaneko 

A fascinating film about life in 
contemporary Japan, Ikiru {To Live) 
is the story of a bureaucrat who finds 
out he is dying and tries to make 
up for a wasted life. A finely-detailed, 
postwar fum which helped establish 
Kurosawa's reputation as one of 
Japan's leading directors. 1960, Black 
and White, Japanese dialogue with 
English subtitles, 140 minutes. 

November 2 The Little Foxes 
Directed by William Wyler; Starring 
Bette Davis, Herbert Marshall, Teresa 
Wright, and Dan Duryea 

. Lillian Hellman's play about family 
treachery in a small Southern town at 
the turn of the century is brought 
faithfully to the screen. Bette Davis' 
fiendish portrayal of the family's 
chief back-stabber, Regina, won her 
an Academy Award nomination. 
Dorothy Parker, incidentally, wrote 
additional dialogue for the filin. 1941, 
Blaclca.nd Whi~ 116 minutes. 

November 9 42nd Street 
Directed by Lloyd Bacon; Starring 
Ruby Keeler, Dick Powell, Ginger 
Rogers, and Warner Baxter 

The motion picture debut of Mrs. 
A1 ]olson (Ruby Keeler) may well be 
the best of all Warner Brothers' 
19 30s musicals. Chorus girl becomes 
a star overnight when the leading 
lady breaks her ankle. Busby 
Berkeley's musical sequences include 
"Shuffle Off to Buffalo," and "You're 
Getting to be a Habit with Me." 1933, 
Black and White, 89 minutes. 

November 16 The Best Years of Our 
Lives 

Directed by William Wyler; Starring 
Myrna Loy, Frederic March, Dana 
Andrews, and Harold Russell 

A drama, written by Robert 
Sherwood from a story by MacKinlay 
Kantor, about World War II veterans 
who return home. Hailed as one of 
the fmest films of the era, this movie 
won seven Oscars, including Best 
Picture. 1946, Black and White, 170 
minutes. 
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November 23 The Rules of the Game 
Directed by jean Renoir; Starring 
Dalio, Nora Gregor, and Mila Parely 

Originally made before the start of 
World War II, Renoir's film is a 
study of a decadent social structure 
near collapse. It is now almost uni
versally regarded as a film master
piece. 1961 (release date), Black and 
White, French dialogue with English 
subtitles, 110 minutes. 

November 30 Red Dust 
Directed by Victor Fleming; Starring 
Clark Gable, jean Harlow, Mary 
Astor, and Gene Raymond 

Harlow in her heyday. She's a 
wise-cracking fallen woman from 
Saigon who ends up on a rubber 
plantation in French Indo-China. 
Gable is the plantation 9wner. 1932, 
Black and White, 83 minutes. 

December 7 The Passion of Anna 
Directed by Ingmar Bergman; Starring 
Liv Ullmann, Bibi Andersson, Max 
Von Sydow, and Erland josephson 

Bergman's vision of the future, 
set on a bleak, lonely island. Two 
men and two women are hopelessly 
condemned to a life without com
munication. 1970, Color, Swedish 
dialogue with English subtitles, 99 
minutes. 

December 14 Born Yesterday 
Directed by George Cukor; Starring 
judy Holliday, William Holden, and 
Broderick Crawford 

Garson Kanin's play about the 
dumbest of all dumb blondes. The 
incredible performance by Judy 
Holliday as the ignoramus who wants 
to improve her mind made the actress 
a star· E~c~llent performances from 
-all - and a gin rummy-playing se
quence which is nothing short of 
devastating. 1950, Black and White, 
103 minutes. 

December 21 The Third Man 
Directed by Carol Reed; Starring 
joseph Cotten, Orson Welles, and 
Trevor Howard 

Fascinating thriller about a manhunt 
in Vienna, with the story and screen
play by Graham Greene. A visiting 
American tries to find out the real 
story behind his friend's mysterious 
death. A clever script and director 
Carol Reed's inventiveness make for 
superb entertainment. 1950, Black 
and White, 93 minutes. 

December 28 Holiday 
Directed by George Cukor; Starring 
Katharine Hepburn, Cary Grant, Lew 
Ayres, and Edward Everett Horton 

Philip Barry's play about the idle 
rich of Wall Street and Fifth Avenue, 
skillfully transferred to film by 
Donald Ogden Stewart, Sidney 
Buchman, and George Cukor. 
Hepburn is radiant, but it's Grant who 
steals the show (he even turns cart
wheels). 1938, Black and White, 
94 minutes. 

Enclosed is for ____ memberships to the 1976 season of 
Lyceum Film Theater. 

NAMB----------------------------------------------
ADDRESS ________________________________________ __ 

CITY, STA.TE & ZIP----------------------------

Return this form with your check or money order to: FRONT STREET 
ARTS, 9 N. Second St. - Suite 1300, Memphis, Tennessee 38103. For 
further inquiries call523-1542. 
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Double 
Parked 

Noontime ballet classes at the 
Shrine Building have proven so 
successful that tap dance de
votees are now going to get 
their chance. Beginning Thurs
day, July 22, classes will be held 
weekly on the tenth floor of 
the Shrine Building from 5: 15 
p.m. to 6:45 p.m. Even if you 
are only a recently inspired 
tapper as a result of seeing 
That's Entertainment, Part II 
or flipping through Bob Audy's 
new book Tap Dancing, come 
ahead; skills of class members 
should vary. For more informa
tion call the Mid-America Mall 
office, 523-2322. -C. C. 
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If barbecue is what you crave 
for dinner tonight, come Down
town. Here you will find the two 
outstanding pork proprietors in 
Memphis, Charlie Vergos' Ren
dezvous and the Shanty Inn. 

Is there anyone in town who 
hasn't heard of the Rendezvous? 
Located in the north-south alley 
between Second and Third, ~d 
Monroe and Union, it was par
tially damaged in a recent 
fire. Nevertheless, it is now 
open and doing as booming a 
business as ever. Ribs, of course, 
are the specialty, but you can't 
go wrong with anything on the 
menu. My favorite dinner starts 
out with a cheese plate, followed 
by the pork loin dinner. Order a 
couple of pitchers of beer and 
you'll walk out smiling. 

But when you open the door 
of the Rendezvous and find 
the usual mass of humanity 
waiting for tables, don't go 
home. Walk up Monroe toward 
the Mall and take a right into 
the first alley past Second. 
On the left is the Shanty lnn, 
smaller, quieter, and less famed 
than the Rendezvous, but with a 
more varied menu. (The menu 
is located, by the way, on the 
wall in the entry hall. Check it 
out before you sit down.) The 
atmosphere is cozy and candle-lit, 
and the juke-box laden with 
J oni Mitchell, Roberta Flack, 
James Taylor, and the like. 
And, lo and behold, there in 
the back is a tiny dance area. 
The barbecue sandwich is 
possibly the biggest in town and 
very tasty. 

For the prices and the inimit
able Downtown atmosphere, you 
can't miss with either place.-B.C. 

MoviesMoviesMm 
MURDER BY DEATH, written by 
Neil Simon,with Alec Guinness,David 
Niven, Peter Falk, Maggie Smith, 
Truman Capote, Elsa Lanchester and 
james Coco. 

Take a bunch of fine actors, comics 
and one eminent raconteur, add the 
top American comedy writer of the 
decade with his parody of some of 
fiction's top detectives and you have 
-boredom. Unless, of course, you are 
one of the many who find puns 
hilarious and still think Abbot and 
Costello were the greatest. In fact, 
this is more of a Mel Brooks-type 
film without the benefit of Brooks' 
occasional bursts of monumental 
absurdity. 

All of the performances are fme, 
except that of Truman Capote, who 
is surprisingly unamusing and 
amateurish for such an experienced 
talk show guest. But it is the banal 
dialog which ultimately turns a 
promising idea into something re
sembling a glorified high school 
senior play. If you want to see Sam 
Spade, Nick and Nora Charles, 
Hercule Poirot, Charlie Chan and Miss 
Marple make asses of themselves, 
then this little number is for you. 

-Robert A. Lanier 

Memphis 
Academy 

of Ballet 

George Latimer 
Director 

Official School of Ballet South 

Summer School 
CENTER CITY LOCATION 

Shrine Building - 1Oth Floor 
(Monroe and Front) 

BALLET EXERCISE CLASSES 

"Share A Cultural Experience With A Friend" 

For Information Call: 452-9177 

Good for One Free Class 

CLIP 

SOUTHERn 
ertrrnrrtv 

821 South Cooper St. 
Memhis,TN. 38104 

(901) 272·2720 

ANTIQUES 
ARTS & CRAFTS 
HOUSE PLANTS 

~te~~ 

RENDEZVOUS 
Open Tuesday through Friday, 4:30 to 
1 a.m.; Saturday, 12:30 p.m. to 1 a.m. 

Famous for charcoal broiled ribs·, ham 
and cheese sandwiches, Michelob on 
draft. 

Located at General Washburn Alley 
and Lyceum Alley between 2nd & 
3rd, Union & Monroe. 

Credit Cards Accepted 

WATCH REPAIRING 
JEWELRY REPAIRS 

Diamonds Remounted 

May We be Your Jewelers? 

CHARLES W. COSTELLO, JR. 
JEWELERS 

STERICK BUILDING LOBBY 
526~7880 

planned parenthood~ 
for ~ 

MALES and FEMALES 
who want 

Complete Personalized Medical Care 
for 

FAMILY PLANNING 
(90 1 ) 525-0591 

Planning because YOU care. 

EXCITING APARTMENTS 
River View I Mid-America Mall 

The Tower, 527-6331 
Mrs. Jolley, Resident Manager 

Managed by The GALBREATH CO., Inc. 

Picture Framing 
20%0ff 

(l"ou must present this ad) 
Buy Where Tile 

Profnlioull Buy •• , 
There Mlllt Be A Reuon! 

Everything From Pen Points to Drafting Tables 

Monday thru Friday 8:30 'til 5:00P.M. 
Also Saturday 8:30 'til 5:00 P.M. 

l' flernphls 
BLUEPRINT 

ART SUPPLY CO. 
2027 Madison 1(901) 726-5294 

Memphis, Tenn. 31104 

earthy ffiliOlts 

DOWNTOWN EXHIBITS 
NATIONAL BANK OF COMMERCE* 

July 12-August 6 - watercolors of 
historic Memphis by the Memphis 

Watercolor Group -lobby 
Through July 30 - Sculpture by 

John Mcintire - lobby 
LEADER FEDERAL - lobby* 

July !-August 6 -a collection of 

sterling silver presidential plates by 

the Franklin Mint 

DOWNTOWN ACTIVITIES 
SUMMERFEST - Noon* 

July 12 -Chiquita's Twirling Corps 

July 13 - Library Storytelling Heur 
July 14 Downtown Dream Ma

chine 
July 16 Ron Townsend & Fire 
July 19 - Circuit Playhouse presents 
an old-time radio dramatization 
July 20 - Libertyland Entertainers 
July 21 - Kiwanis Millington Band 
& Downtown Dream Machine 

July 23- Ron Townsend & Fire 
SHOWTIME ON THE MALL - Noon 

-Commerce Square* 
July 15 - The Miller Brothers Band 
July 22 -Howard Vance and Patrice 
July 29 - Memphis Gymnastics 

School 

FILM 
BROOKS GALLERY - 2:30 p.m.* 

July 18 - 'Old Hickory,' 'Man 
Without A Country' & ' Declaration 
of Independence' 

FRIDAY FLICS - 4 & 7:15 p.m.* 
Every Friday at the Peabody Library 

MIDTOWN ACTIVITIES 
ARTS IN THE PARK - Overton Park 

Shell* 
July 13 - WHBQ Surprise Party -
7:00p.m. 
July 15 - Circuit Playhouse Work
shop - 8:15 p.m. 
July 20 - Memphis Federation of 
Musicians - 8: 15 p.m. 
July 22 - Mid-South Arts & Crafts 
Show - 12-8 p.m. 

*FREE 

THE STERICK BUILDING 

HAS 

U.S. F. & G. 
INSURANCE 
COMPANY 

GALLAGHER PROPERTY 
MANAGEMENT COMPANY 

1105 Sterick Building 
8 N. Third Street 
(901) 526-3175 

FOOD FAIR SCHEDULE FOR 
JULY 

St. John's Methodist- July 10, 10 a.m.-4 p.m. 
St. Joseph's Catholic- July 15, 1 p.m.-7 p.m. 
St. Teresa's Catholic -July 16, 1 p.m.·7 p.m. 
Holy Names Catholic-July 17, 10 a.m.-4 p.m. 
St. Mary's Episcopal -July 21, 10 a.m.-4 p.m 

:P%%.CT BOUSE 
MOTOR INN DOWNT.OWN 

100 North Front Street Memphis, Tenn. 38103 



WEVL 
Takes The Airways 

WEVL (weevil) is an impoverished, 
community-controlled radio station. 
Operated by volunteers, it is providing 
creative, thought-provoking listening 
for the center city radio audience. 

The station utilizes FM-signal 90.3, 
a signal which was onc.e coveted 
by Memphis State University; but 
when MSU was unable to get its 
station in operation, the signal became 
available for licensing. Southern Com
munications Volunteers, a non-profit, 
tax-exempt corporation, made ap
plication and WEVL went on the 
air on April 26. 

The station's creation resulted 
from the near single-handed struggle 
of Dennis Batson, who for two 
years has worked to develop a com
munity radio concept into reality. 
Batson speaks proudly of the station's 
philosophy: "A radio station should 
be a live place for live, diverse people 
to operate." He explains that other 
local stations profess to be com
munity stations, but unless the lis
teners have access to the technical 
skills and station control, these 
stations are not truly community 
stations. 

WEVL is not affiliated with any 
religious or educational institution
it's literally listener controlled. 
Listener-members have direct imput 
into programming and selection of 
the board of directors. A membership 
can be obtained for $15 or for perfor
mance of a valuable service. Mem
bership entitles one to vote and to re
ceive a monthly program guide. 

''The people coming to WEVL are 
people with talents in directions other 
than radio," says Batson. "The 
exciting thing about the station is 

that no one here has ever been invol
ved in a radio station. We're pulling 
together creative people, who really 
make Memphis a pleasant place to 
live." In fact, the ranks of the sta
tion's volunteers have grown from 
four in April to nearly fifty active 
participants. 

Perhaps no person involved in the 
station better exemplifies the type 
of individuals drawn to it than does 
the program coordinator Fly Breden
burg. This accomplished musician and 
published writer was introduced to 
WEVL by accident: "I first experi
enced the station when I was driving 
back into town from Raleigh. I heard 
this incredible Gallic sheep-herding 
music. I flipped out. No other station 
would dare put this type of music 
on the air. It's not commercial!'' 

As program coordinator, she wants 
the station to remain fresh, organic 
and always open to the listener. Her 
idealization of WEVL 's listeners can 
be seen in the present quality and 
variety of programming: the pro
grams include jazz and jazz com
mentary, third world music, poetry 
readings, radio comedies and dramas, 
traditional American music forms, 
and local documentaries. 

WEVL, at long last, provides 
Memphis with an electronic medium 
that is not dominated by the centers 
of power. It is the listeners' station -
open and desirous of their partici
pation. It needs active listeners for 
its survival and growth. The WEVL 
concept is new to Memphis. 

For information call 722-8666, 
or write WEVL Radio, P. 0. Box 
2118, Memphis, Tennessee 38101. 

-Don Donati 

King Of The 
Woolf Windows 

Perhaps you have caught his quick 
change act. It takes place regularly 
in full view of Downtown passers-by. 

His name is John King, display 
director for Woolf Brothers. With one 
assistant, a basement workshop and 
left-over carpentry skills, King is 
creating enticing diversions for Down
towners with some of the most 
exciting window designs in the city. 

King comes to Memphis from 
Kentucky by way of Albany, New 
York. Six years ago, a weekend 
visit here with friends turned into a 
permanent stay. Before coming to 
Woolf Brothers two years ago, he 
worked for Julius Lewis. 

Each shop window should be a 
Broadway production, according to 
the 33-year-old designer. "Every 
window should tell a story, and the 
merchandise is the star," King says. 

Backgrounds for windows are 
planned two weeks in advance and 
merchandise selected a day ahead. 
But, King says, no matter how much 
planning takes place, "it just happens 
when you get in the windows. 

"Simplicity is the key to good 
design. A window that is too busy 
doesn't sell anything. It only confuses 
the customer.'' 

His particular brand of simplicity 
evidently works. "Windows do draw 
customers," King says. "When the 
Metropolitan Opera was in town, 
two people traveling with the com
pany rode by in a cab and happened 

to see our window devoted to the 
event. On the basis of that, they 
came back . and spent about $1 ,000 
between them. 

"Ads help, but most people need 
to see a dress on a form to appreciate 
it." 

So much attention is given to the 
Downtown windows, in fact, that 
King thinks he can differentiate the 
traffic pattern on Second as opposed 
to Madison. 

"Second Street seems to attract 
a younger crowd of men and women. 
Our European cut suits are featured 
there. The more traditional men's 
clothing sells better when displayed 
on Madison. I really can't explain it." 

Although he is satisfied with his 
chosen city, John King, like most 
professionals, thinks there is some
thing a little strange about Memphis. 

"Very few stores have any budget 
with which to work. Memphis thinks 
anyone can come in and put a dress 
on a mannequin. The results are 
disastrous.'' 

King specializes in men's clothing 
and his assistant, Charlotte Putnam, 
handles the women's windows. King 
obviously enjoys working with fme 
clothing. His experience includes 
a stint with a store carrying less 
than fine quality merchandise and 
it is his goal never to go back. 

"It has been my experience," 
he says, "that you just can't make 
something out of nothing." 

- Carol Coletta 

Cassatt Stars 
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At Dixon Gallery 
July 4 through August 8 the Dixon 

Gallery, 4339 Park, is presenting 
an exhibition of Mary Cassatt and the 
American Impressionists. The exhibit, 
in honor of the 50th anniverary of 
Cassatt's death, demonstrates the 
impact of French Impressionism on 
American art. 

Six American museums, including 
Brooks Art Gallery, New York's 
Metropolitan and the Boston Museum 
of Fine Arts, have loaned nine 
paintings and four prints. The artists 
represented are William Merritt Chase, 
Childe Hassam, William Glackens, 
Maurice Prendergast, J. S. Sargent, 
John Twachtman and Julian Weir. 

This exhibition is important in 
its exposure of little-known American 
artists whose paintings have been 
carefully chosen to illustrate the 
major trends within Impressionism 
as a whole, and as a historical review 
of the Impressionistic mode from 
the Barbizon school to Cezanne. 

Hassam's Haystacks has the dark 
palette and solidity of the · Barbizon, 
while Weir's Pussy Willows, with its 
dark, soft figure, hints at a Pre 
Raphaelite mood. Glackens' Woman 
in Oriental Costume is as glowing as 
Renoir, but borrows the colors and 
subject from Delacroix. Chase's Near 
the Beach, Shinnecock has the lumi
nosity of Corot yet the light is 

Get-aways-

stronger, as though intrinsic to the 
landscape; the three white dashes 
of figures seem to shimmer in the 
summer light and the sea has the flat 
blue of a hot still day.Twachtman's 
Winter Landscape has no subject 
but color; it is a masterpiece of tone, 
ranging from pink, mauve and gray 
to white, wherein the light creates 
the form. Prendergast's Inlet is the 
most radical of the group; it harkens 
to Cezanne in the transforming of 
objects to arranged daubs of color. 
Light and optical reality are forsaken 
for form via color. 

Cassatt's range is fascinating. Her 
Mother and Boy has the classical 
formality of a Raphael, yet the vivid 
flesh tones of Renoir give the painting 
vivacity and intimacy. However, 1 
was most impressed by her prints: 
the realism of the Parrot, the sinuous 
little Japanese figure in the Maternal 
Caress and the oddly dark expres
sionism of By the Pond. This small 
but comprehensive sampling of her 
work offers but a hint of her mastery 
and range. 

Summer interns from MSU's art 
department and the Dixon staff 
hav~ prepared an exhibition catalogue, 
which may be . purchased for $2.00. 
The gallery is open daily from 1 p.m. 
till 5 p.m., excepting Monday and 
Friday; admission is $1.00 

-Pat Waters 

New Orleans On The Cheap 
We left Memphis at 5 a.m. and 

drove that wretched interstate 55 
route, taking highway 51 to interstate 
10. We .arrived in New Orleans at 
2 p.m. and went directly to the 
Lafayette Hotel, 628 St. Charles 
($15.00 for a double). The hotel 
is old and in a sleazy neighborhood, 
but it's only a few blocks from 
Canal St. and the Quarter. Its coffee 
shop offers an inexpensive and filling 
breakfast. 

People in New Orleans walk a 
great deal and utilize their excellent 
public transportation. Invest 30¢ 
in the St. Charles trolley and ride 
out to the Garden District. Farther 
out is Tulane and Audubon Park, 
with its lanes of Spanish oaks, zoo 
and stables. 

.But most people go to New Orleans 
for the international milieu of 
the French Quarter - and I was 
no exception. Every block seems 
to offer an intriguing shop window, 
a unique building, or perhaps just 
a silent private courtyard of greenery 
populated by statuary and a cat. 
The shops in the Quarter are very 
expensive; I shopped on Canal Street 

at Maison Blanche, the Macy's of 
New Orleans, and the more selective 
Godchaux's, across the street. 

However, for 80¢ you can just 
sit off of Jackson Square at a sidewalk 
cafe sipping superb coffee and 
eating the addicting beignet, a French 
doughnut in a confectioner's sugar
coating. 

If you are saving for that big meal 
at Galatoire's, you might wish to 
economize on other meals. Pancho's 
on Gravier is a surprisingly good 
Mexican buffet (all you can eat for 
$1.9 9, with freshly made so papillas). 
The Alpine at Wilkinson and Chartres 
in the Quarter is populated by locals 
and is cheap. The cuisine of New 
Orleans is as varied as its population, 
and it is yet possible to discover that 
little restaurant catering exactly to 
one's own tastes. -Pat Waters 

CENTER HOSTS LUNCHEON 
The Women's Resources Center will 
host a Dutch treat luncheon for women 
candidates on August 3. The candi
dates are to speak during lunch at 
the Executive Cafeteria, 100 N. 
Main, at 11:30 a.m. The public is 
invited. For information contact the 
Women's Resource Center at 272-1481. 



Double 
Parked 

Remember when you were 
eight and discovered the neatest 
pair of shoes in the world was 
a pair of blue rubber thongs? 
Or maybe they were called 
flip-flops in your neighborhood, 
because of the unmistakeable 
sound they made as you padded 
down the sidewalk. By whatever 
name, they were, and still are, 
one of the most practical forms 
of footwear to wear around the 
swimming pool or on the beach 
because (a) it doesn't hurt them 
in the least to get wet, and (b) 
they float. (However, I won't 
suggest that you throw a 
drowning person a flip-flop. In 
extensive studies, they have 
proven unreliable in keeping 
more than approximately 7% 
ounces afloat.) And, best of 
all, they are one of those few 
items that get cheaper as time 
passes. Woolworth's carries 
thongs (which must be among 
the earliest forms of unisex 
wearing apparel) in a variety 
of colors for 69¢, 79¢, or 89¢, 
depending on the size. (They 
also carry a sort of platform 
rubber thong with rather garish 
colors for $2.39, suitable only 
for wearing in the privacy of 
one's closet.) -B. C. 
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GAY SWITCHBOARD 
An information and . crisis I ine for 
gay people has begun operation in 
Memphis. The service, an outgrowth 
of Memphis NOW, is staffed by 
trained volunteers and is open every 
night from 7 p.m. to 1 a.m. 
726-4299 Callers may remain anonymous. 

GOT A MESSAGE? 
HELP US & HELP YOURSELF? 
This space is yours for $4.50 per issue. 
Call 523-1542 for more information. 

Memphis 
Academy 

of Ballet 

George Latimer 
Director 

Official School of Ballet Soutn 

Summer School 
CENTER CITY LOCATION 

Shrine Building - 1Oth Floor 
(Monroe and Front) 

BALLET EXERCISE CLASSES 

"Share A Cultuml Experience With A Friend" 

For Information Call: 452-9177 

Good for One Free Cl .. 

CLIP 

THE DEN 
Comfortable Lounge Serving the 
Medical Center and Downtown 

Next to V. A. Hospital 
943 Poplar 528-9386 

Hours: 10:30 a.m. to 2 p.m. 

ATTENTION: RESTORATION 
ENTHUSIASTS 

For some time we have 
owned eight lots approximately 
50 by 750 feet located at the 
following addresses: 250 Pine, 
268 Pine, 239 S. Watkins, 245 
S. Watkins, 251 S. Watkins, 
255 S. Watkins, 261 S. Watkins, 
267 S. Watkins. 

We have been holding these 
with the thought that eventually 
we might sell them to interested 
builders for the purpose of 
erecting duplexs or townhouses. 
We have admired the restoration 
that has been going on in this 
area during the past few years, 
and with the tight money period 
over and the availability gen
erally of financing, we have 
decided that now would be a 
good time to place these pro
perties on the market. However, 
it occurred to us that while 
we have been thinking of them as 
ulot value only," that some are 
improved with old cottages in 
questionable condition. We have 
thought that possibly one or two 
might be structurally sound 
enough to be suitable for restor
ation rather than being razed. 
Please bear in mind that these 
have been rented through the 
years and we cannot speak as to 
their condition - we hasten to 
mention also thot they were not 
designed as umanor" houses and 
their condition may be such 
that they will not warrant im
provements. It just occurred to· 
us that those people who have 
the time and flair for creating 
some thing out of older cottages 
might find enough basic struc
ture to warrant their interest. 
Therefore we decided to run our 
first ad in your good newspaper, 
as so many of you seem to be 
interested in restoration. 

We have priced these in the 
range from $15,000 to $20,000. 

{71faur J (jj'MU~ 
Since 1868 . 

Realtors 521-1121 

LEON'S RESTAURANT 
Corner of Jefferson and Third 

Best Prices on Good Home-cooked Meals. 
Hours: 6 a.m. to 6 p.m. 

Phone 522-1874 

Moving August 1st 
357 N. Main 526-1506 

Call Us or Come By! 

~tefl~ 

RENDEZVOUS 
Open Tuesday through Friday, 4:30 to 
i a.m.; Saturday, 12:30 p.m. to 1 a.m. 

Famous for charcoal broiled ribs, ham 
and cheese sandwiches, Michelob on 
draft. 

Located at General Washburn Alley 
and Lyceum Alley between 2nd & 
3rd, Union & Monroe. 

Credit Cards Accepted 

WATCH REPAIRING 
JEWELRY REPAIRS 

Diamonds Remounted 

May We be Your Jewelers? 

CHARLES W. COSTELLO, JR. 
JEWELERS 

STERICK BUILDING LOBBY 
526-7880 

planned parenthood~ 
for ~ 

MALES and FEMALES 
who want 

Complete Personalized Medical Care 
for 

FAMILY PLANNING 
(901) 525-0591 

Planning because YOU care. 

EXCITING APARTMENTS 
River View I Mid-America Mall 

The Tower, 527-6331 
Mrs. Jolley, Resident Manager 

Managed by The GALBREATH CO., Inc. 

Picture Framing 
20% Off 

(l·ou must present this ad) 
Buy Where The 

Profeuionala Buy .•. 
There Must Be A Reuon! 

Everything From Pen Points to Drafting Tables 

Monday thru Friday 8:30 'til 5:00P.M. 
Also Siiturday 8:30 'til 5:00P.M. 

2027 Madison I (901) 726-529• 
Memphis, Tenn. 38104 

earthy ffiliQlts 
DOWNTOWN EXHIBITS 

NATIONAL BANK OF COMMERCE* 
Through August 6 - watercolors of 
historic Memphis by the Memphis 
Watercolor Group -lobby 
Through July 30 - sculpture by 
John Mcintire -lobby 

LEADER FEDERAL -lobby* 
Through August 6 - sterling silver 
presidential plates by the Franklin 
Mint 

DOWNTOWN ACTIVITIES 
SUMMERFEST- Noon* 

July 26 - Melvin Harris and Co. -
6-piece rock group 
July 27 - Ron Crowder -guitarist 
& singer 
July 28 - Hair Fashions - leading 
hairdressers display their talents 
on models 
July 30 - Jane Bischoff Dancers 
August 4 - MSU Pep Rally 
August 4-7 - Sidewalk cafe set 
up in Court Square for shoppers 
during Community Bargain Days 

SHOWTIME ON THE MALL - Noon 
-Commerce Square* 

July 29 Memphis Gymnastics 
School 
August 5 - Big Sam & His Blues 
Boys 
August 12 - Collier & Goswick -
folk-rock duo 

FILM 
LYCEUM FILM THEATER 

August 3 - 'Dr. Strangelove, Or: 
How I Learned to Stop Worrying 
and Love the Bomb' - 7:30 p.m. 
in the auditorium of First National 
Bank 

CENTER FILM SOCIETY 
July 30 - 'Butch Cassidy and the 
Sundance Kid' - 7:30 p.m. in the 
UT Student Center auditorium 

MIDTOWN ACTIVITIES 
ARTS IN THE PARK -Overton Park 
Shell* 

July 27 - Memphis Fedetatioa of 
Musicians-8:15p.m. 
July 29 - Mid-South Fair Talent 
Show-8:15p.m. 
July 31 - 'This is a Great Country' 
- Memphis Recreation Department 
August 2 - Zone IV Talent Show 
August 3 ·- Memphis Federation 
of Music~ans 
August 5 - Memphis Country Music 

*FREE 

THE STERICK BUILDING 

HAS 

A & I 

TRAVEL AGENCY 
(American Express Representative for 

Memphis- Mid South Area) 

GALLAGHER PROPERTY 
MANAGEMENT COMPANY 

1105 Sterick Building 
8 N. Third Street 
{901) 526-3175 

50 N. THIRD ST. RESTAURANT 
In the Derman Building 

Home-cooked Lunches 
Open 6 a.m. to 6 p.m. 

PZLQT BOUSE 
MOTOR INN D 0 w NT 0 w N 

100 North Front Street Memphi•, Tenn. 38103 



That Same Old Story 
NOTICE: Public hearings on com
pleting 1-40 will be held August 18 
and 19 in the City Council Chamber 
beginning at 9 a.m. 

Harland Bartholomew and Associ
ates completed its report on Memphis 
interstate routes in August, 1955, in 
line with the newly mandated $50 
billion system proposed by the 
Eisenhower Administration and the 
transportation industry. Memphians 
got their first taste of I-40 on April 
16, 1957, when maps of the proposed 
routes were published in the Com
mercial Appeal for the public hearing 
two days later. About 300 people 
turned up to protest the route 
through Overton Park, including 
Mayor Edmund Orgill, who criti
cized the hearing for failure to give 
the public adequate opportunity to 
see the route maps. Two years later, 
Frank Ragsdale, traffic engineer and 
longtime chief of the Traffic Advisory 
Commission, proposed that the cir
cumferential routes would serve 
Memphis just as well and that the 
north-south and east-west routes be 
abandoned. 

Thus far, feeling was still running 
high against the I-40 route, but in 
1960, the Downtown Association 
of the Chamber of Commerce began 
a campaign to begin work on I-40 
before the circumferential routes of 
1-240 were completed. On February 
13, 1960, the Commercial Appeal 
editorialized in "East-West Next" 
that changes should be made in the 
construction schedules to help Down
town Memphis. Though it was the 
highways that had killed downtowns 
in the first place - everyone could 
drive to work but live out in the 
suburbs and do all their shopping 
there - now the superhighway was 
called upon to bring Downtown 
back to life. 

Various people also noticed that 
the real supporters for I-40 were not 
the Downtown merchants but those 
representing building, mortgage, and 
real estate interests. Apparently, large 
tracts of land were being bought up 
along the 1-40 right-of-way. 

With the competent opposition of 
the Committee to Preserve Overton 
Park, public feeling against the ex
pressway continued to stall off the 
project. But when the lure of a 
new Mississippi River bridge surfaced 
in the mid-1960s, public officials 
began saying we wouldn't have the 
bridge unless I-40 were built as 
originally planned. 

When Memphis changed from 
commission government to 
mayor-council government in 1968, 

the new City Council was asked 
to take a stand for or against the 
route. On March 5, 1968, it voted 
unanimously against the park route; 
thirty days later, the day Martin 
Luther King was assassinated, a 
majority of the Council voted for 
the route. The importance of the 
Council's support was explained by 
Federal Highway Administrator 
Lowell Bridwell: the Department of 
Transport.ation could defend the 
Overton Park route in court 
against the environmental interests 
"with the support of City Council 
representing the people of Memphis," 
but "our position would be endan
gered without it." 

1 ust before the lawsuit actually 
took place, in 1969, the Committee 
incorporated as the Citizens to 
Preserve Overton Park. It has been 
fighting ever since. 

On March 2, 1971, the Supreme 
Court reversed the decisions of the 
lower courts and remanded the case 
back to District Court for a full 
review of the Secretary of Trans
portation's decision as to whether 
there was a "feasible and prudent 
alternative" to the park route. 

Since then, the go-thrQughs have 
been plugging away. They have con
vinced public officials to either 
support them or be silent on the 
issue. They have completed I-40 
on both sides of the park and put 
off the northern half of I-240 as an 
alternative to the 1-40 route. 

In the twenty-year battle, a 
multitude of design alternatives have 
been generated; the most expensive 
one to date is an elevated highway 
($238 million) above North Parkway. 
A current favorite is the proposal 
of the Tennesseans for Better Trans
portation, an association of trans
portation industry people, for a 
partial cut-and-cover design ($50 
million) featuring a sunken highway 
covered at intervals with landscaped 
plazas. On February 18, 1975, the 
Press-Scimitar ran a full-color artist's 
rendering of the design, quite woody 
and flower-filled, except that no 
motor vehicles were visible on the 
roadways. It was also unclear who 
would be strolling on the paths 
surrounded by noise and exhaust 
fumes, for no people were pictured. 

A recent telephone survey con
ducted by the. Commercial Appeal 
showed that, of 308 drivers inter
viewed, 65% were for the immediate 
completion of I-40 through Overton 
Park, 24% were against it, and 11% 
were undecided. If you had a tele
phone in your car, odds are that you'd 
be for I-40 too. -David Bowman 

The Gourmet That Ate Main Street 
As Center City told you a few 

weeks ago, the radical chic place to 
eat in Memphis (now that Burkle's 
has closed) is the P & H Cafe at 1528 
Madison Avenue. 

While it is probably better known 
for cheeseburgers and beer, the P & H 
also serves an excellent plate lunch 
M~:mday through Friday. A recent 
tnp to the cafe at noon was a real 
treat - the menu offered the best 
fried okra in town. There were large 
portions of vegetables, and the bar
becue chicken was quite tasty. Most 
importantly, the prices are reason
able. 

The most reasonably-priced hot 
lunch to be found in the Downtown
Medical Center area is the Civic 
Center Community Culinary Club at 
First Presbyterian Church, Poplar 
Avenue at Third Street. The $1.50 

lunch includes meat, vegetables, and 
tea or coffee. The fried chicken 
served each Thursday is not to be 
missed - it may well be some of the 
best served in the city. 

The newest restaurants on the 
Downtown eats scene are the two 
Zinnie's - one located in the base
ment of the Porter Building at Court 
and the Mall, the other on 1 efferson 
between the Mall and Front Street. 
The Porter Building location is open 
from 11 a.m. until 3 a.m. Their 
delicious hamburger became the piece 
de resistance of the original Zinnie's 
at Madison and Belvedere. Zinnie's 
on the Mall also offers a full line of 
deli sandwiches and several types 
of bread. If it's crowded at noon, 
don't get discouraged; go back in the 
evening for supper - it's a pleasant 
experience. 

-Andrew S. Scott, III 

City Health 
This is the first in a series of articles 
designed to acquaint readers with 
the available health services in the 
Downtown-Midtown area. 

Clinics have traditionally been 
the end of the medical road, servicing 
those too poor to afford private 
care. However, the economic and 
social climate of the last ten years 
has changed this limited use of clinics. 
But there is no need here to reiterate 
the high cost of health care in the 
United States. 

Today clinics offer several 
benefits to the patient-consumer. 
First, lower cost care makes pre
ve~tive medicine, rather than just 
cr1ses or problem treatment, possible. 
Second, clinics are an educational 
experience in which the patient 
as well as the student doctor can 
participate. The patient-consumer 
has the right and an obligation to 
understand examinations and pro
cedures, and to have explained the 
results and significance of tests and 
treatments. 

The Southern College of Opto
metry, 1245 Madison, offers clinical 
examinations by fourth-year students 
for $12.00. If the exam reveals 

MoviesMoviesMm 
SILENT MOVIE with Mel Brooks 
Sid Caesar, Dom Deluise, Marty 
Feldman 

A man walks out of an acupuncture 
clinic with a lot of long needles 
stuck in his back; diners in a res
taurant which serves hot, spicy 
food are blowing smoke out of 
their mouths; a pie is accidentally 
thrown into a policeman's face -
is that funny to you? If so, this little 
gem is for you. 

Plunk down your $3 and you will 
see all of the forementioned plus 
one or two sight gags and jokes 
so absurd they would make anyone 
laugh. 
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visual impairment, the patient is re
ferred to the low vision clinic for 
specific analysis. If there is a physio
logical disorder, the patient is referred 
to a private ophthalmologist. Ap
pointments should be made at least 
three weeks in advance; call 725-0180. 

There is a $3.00 charge for eye
glass prescriptions, and glasses, if or
dered, will be completed in 14 
working days. One pays for the 
glasses when ordering: the full amount 
if by check; one half the amount if 
by cash. (I made a quick phone 
survey of optometrists' offices and 
found that the basic examination 
prices tend to increase the farther 
east I called: Midtown O.D.- $15.00, 
Poplar Plaza 0. D. - $20.00, German
town 0. D. - $25.00.) 

The UT School of Dentistry, 
800 Madison (entrance on Dunlap) 
has a screening procedure and last 
year serviced 7 5,000 patients. All 
preliminary examinations are free 
and are made by an instructor. If 
accepted, the patient pays $14.00 
for a complete dental examination, 
including the required x-rays. If 
further work is indicated, the patient 
is routed to the appropriate depart
ment. Dental problems such as crown 
and bridge work are referred to 
private dentists. For further informa
tion and appointments call 528-6220. 

-Pat Waters 

For the rest of us, Silent Movie 
will result in a silent audience. This 
picture must have cost about $35 
to make and is, literally, a silent 
movie about a director making a 
modern-day silent movie. 

- Robert A. Lanier 

WANTED: New Editor for Center City 
PAY: Fifty dollars per issue and all the 
words you can eat. REQUIREMENTS: 
Commitment of one year; reside and work 
in the Downtown-Midtown area; interest 
in community journalism; at least a polite 
reference to freshman grammar; determined 
enough to bully and coax well-intentioned 
talented contributors to productive and 
publishable ends; and a lunchbox full of 
fresh ideas. CONTACT: Gerald Murley, 
Manager, c/o Front Street Arts, 
9 N. Second Street, Suite 1300, 38103. 

ALL READERS ON THE CENTER CITY MAILING LIST: -----. 

If you have not filled out our subscription/ donation form 
before, please. do ~o immediat~ly.' ~egardless of whether you 
mak~ a .contnbuuon or not, 1t 1s rmportant to our pending 
apphcatlon for a second-class permit that we have your 
request for mailing on file. · 

Date _____ _ 

Enclosed is a $ ____ subscription/donation for CENTER 
CITY. 

____ Please add me to your mailing list. 

---- I am unable to contribute at this time but want 
to receive CENTER CITY by mail. 

---- Please continue to mail CENTER CITY to me. 

Name ____________________ _ 

Address, ___________________ _ 

Zip ______ _ 

Send to: CENTER CITY I Front Street Arts I 9 N. 2nd St. -Suite 1300 

Memphis, Tennessee 38103 



Double 
Parked 

On these hot August days 
when it's too sultry to eat your 
lunch outside but you feel 
like you've got to get. out o~ the 
office for a little while, qutckly 
consume cyour lunch at yot:r desk 
and head for the library. It's 
cool, guiet, . and of~ers every
thing from hght readmg (maga
zines) to heavy-duty research 
material. The Business and In
dustry books are concentrated 
at the Downtown Cossitt
Goodwyn branch, but all the 
other subjects are covered to a 
limited extent, and of course, 
there is a selection of fiction. 

Rediscover the Downtown 
library at the corner of Monroe 
and Front - it's a good place 
to get your brains together. 

WANTED: Room and board for 
twelve nifty theatrical-type 
people who make up the cast 
of Otrabanda. The crew, which 
floats down the Mississippi River 
on a raft and does shows in 
towns along the way, will be ap
pearing here as part of the 
Memphis Waterfront Faire. This 
is their fourth trip to Memphis, 
and having been put up in hotels 
on their previous visits, they're 
wondering about that famous 
Southern hospitality. If you can 
take one or more of the folks 
for the nights of August 27 and 
28, please call the Mid-America 
Mall Office at 523-2322. 

THE DEN 
Comfortable Lounge Serving the 
Medical Center and Downtown 

Next to V. A. Hospital 
943 Poplar 528-9386 

Hours: 10:30 a.m. to 2 p.m. 

PUBLISHED BIWEEKLY 

EXCHANGE BUILDING / SUITE 1300 
MEMPHIS, TENNESSEE 38103 

(901) 523-2622 

Editor & Manager: Gerald D. Murley, Jr. 
Art Director: Beverly Cruthirds 
Contributors: Andy Scott, David Bowman, 
Beverly Cruthirds, Pat Waters, Robert 
Lanier 
Circulation Assistant: Joyce Hulme 

The entire contents of Center City are 
copyright (c) 1976 by Front Street Arts 
and may not be copied or otherwise re
produced in any manner, either in whole 
or in part, without specific permission 
of Front Street Arts. All rights reserved. 

Copy for the August 19 issue must be in 
by August 9. Copy for the September 2 
issue must be in by August 23. 

Plans are in the works for 
the Second Annual Memphis 
Waterfront Faire, to be held this 
year in Tom Lee Park on August 
27 28 and 29. It will be a more 
strlctly' regional river-lore and 
folk-life festival than last year's 
event. More details will be in 
the next issue of Center City. 

What we'd like to bring to 
your attention now are several 
competitions that will be part 
of the activities, and that may 
require some advance pre
paration. 

One is the Bring-Your-Own
Piece-Of-Shade Fancy Parasol 
Contest, in which you are asked 
to decorate a parasol or umbrella 
in any manner you wish, for 
judging on Sunday, August 29. 
You can paint it, attach things, 
hang stuff from it, whatever 
you want. They will be . fun~
tional as well as decorative m 
keeping that hot August sun 
from beating down on your 
head. (The parasols should be 
ready for judging on arrival. 
Materials for decoration will not 
be provided.) 

Then we have the Mississippi 
Mud Molding Contest, which will 
be held on Saturday, August 28. 
In this one you will be asked to 
create sculpture from real 
tvlississippi riverbank earth. No 
advance preparation is necessary 
other than polishing up your 
mud-pie skills. Wear something 
washable. 

Again, all the details on. the 
entertainment and exact tunes 
of the contests, judges, prizes, 
etc., will be in the next issue. 
But meanwhile, get out the 
Elmers and start sticking stuff 
on that old leaky umbrella:_ B. C. 

LADIES 
Let me show you our collection of 

handmade basket bags. 

$10.00 & $12.50 
A. Finlay 523-6785 or 458-1434 

Coupon 

GRAND OPENING 
Wall Street in Downtown Memphis 

- After Lyceum Film Special -

Bring your coupon and get 2 for 1 
all evening in Chase's Place 

Enjoy music of the Past and Present 
until 2 A.M. 

Get your coupon validated at the 
theater's ticket desk 

Free Parking Ramada Inn 
160 Union Ave. 

Corner'of 2nd & Union 

MIDTOWN GARDENS 

2 & 3 Bedroom Apartments 

327-3204 

I----- COUPON------, 

I BRING COUPON AND RECEIVE 
I 
1 1'5% OFF 
1 ENTIRE FOOD BILL 

GOOD 6-10 p.m. MON.- SAT. 

THE SHANTY INN 
1 25 S. NOV. 6th ST. (Alley Between 
1 Main & 2nd, Monroe & Madison) 

I 525-9395 
I GOOD THROUGH AUGUST 31st 

L - - - - - COUPON - - - - - _J 

LEON'S RESTAURANT 
Corner of Jefferson and Third 

Best Prices on Good Home-cooked Meals. 
Hours: 6 a.m. to 6 p.m. 

Phone 522-1874 

We've Moved! 
357 N. Main 526 -1506 
~ 

Call Us or Come By! 

CROWN REGENCY® 
Furs of flawless perfection, elegant 
fashion and incomparable- beauty, 

Obviously, we are proud that 
Crown Regency® mink is only available 

in the Mid-South at King Furs. 

Diamonds Sold 
& Remounted 

All Types of Repairs 

ACCUTRON REPAIRS 

CHARLES W. COSTELLO, JR. 
JEWELERS 

STER ICK BUILDING LOBBY 
526-7880 

planned parenthood~ 
for 

MALES and FEMALES 
who want 

Complete Personalized Medical Care 
for 

FAMILY PLANNING 
(90 1 ) 525-0591 

Plannin9. because YOU care. 

EXCITING APARTMENTS 
River View I Mid-America Mall 

The Tower, 527-6331 
Mrs. Jolley, Resident Manager 

Managed by The GALBREATH CO., Inc. 

Picture Framing 
20%0ff 

(l'ou must present this ad) 
Buy Where The 

Profellionlb Buy •.. 
There Must Be A Reuon! 

Everytnlng From Pen Points to Drafting Tables 

Monday tnru Friday 8:30 'til 5:00P.M. 
Also Saturday •=30 'til 5:00P.M. 

2027 Madison 1 (90 1) 726-5294 
Memphis, Tenn. 38104 

earthy ~liQlts 

DOWNTOWN EXHIBITS 
NATIONAL BANK OF COMMERCE* 

August 9-27 - Bicentennial graphic 

banners, Smithsonian Institution 

Traveling Exhibition -lobby 

CHAMBER OF COMMERCE - lobby 

Through August - 'Barns and Rural 

Scenes' - photography by Barney 

Sellers 

DOWNTOWN ACTIVITIES 
SUMMERFEST* 

August 6 - Bill and Paula Webster

Court Square bandstand - 11:30 a.m. 

SHOWTIME ON THE MALL- Noon 

Au!5ust 12 - Collier & Goswick 

August 19 - Grandma Dixie's Jug 

Stompers 

August 26 -Nell Aspero II 

FILM 
LYCEUM FILM THEATER-7:30p.m. 

- First National Bank auditorium 

August 10- 'Bus Stop' 

August 17 - 'Nights of Cabiria' 

FRIDAY FLICS - 4 & 7:15 p.m. 

- Peabody Library* 

August 6 - 'Summer Odyssey' & 

'My Majorca' 

August 13 - 'The Forbidden City' & 

(Shanghai: The New China' 

CENTER FILM SOCIETY-7:30p.m. 

- UT Sudent Alumni auditorium 

August 13 - 'Elviria Madigan' 

MIDTOWN ACTIVITIES 
ARTS IN THE PARK- Overton Park 

Shell* 

August 7 - Strings and Things Band 

Concert 

August 10 - Libertyland Talent 

August 12- Bye-Bi-Centennial 

THEATRE 
PLAYHOUSE ON THE SQUARE 

August 6-29 - 'An Evening Of Soul' 

-Wednesday through Sunday 

CIRCUIT PLAYHOUSE 

Through August 29 - 'Doctor 

Holocaust' - Friday - Sunday at 

8:30p.m. 

*FREE 

THE STERICK BUILDING 

HAS 

PENDERGAST 

AND 

KILLEBREW 

INSURANCE COMPANY 

341 Sterick Building 

GALLAGHER PROPERTY 
MANAGEMENT COMPANY 

1105 Sterick Building 
8 N. Third Street 
(901) 526-3175 

Mrs. Carol Burk Whitaker, instructor 
in piano, has openings for students 
for the fall. High School Certificate 
from Southwestern & Bachelor of 
Music from MSU. For information 
call 363-3390 {Parkway Village Area). 

I':Z:I.O'r BOUS!: 
MOTOR INN DOWNTOWN 

100 North Front Street Memphis, Tenn. 38103 



A Review 

Interstate 40. From Claybrook Street 
to Bon Air Street, Shelby County, 

Memphis, Tennessee 
or 

How I Learned to Stop Worrying and 
Fight the Expressway 

This draft environmental impact 
statement will never make the 
best-seller list. However, there are 
heroic attempts at a new style of 
fiction, the what-you-don't-know
won't-hurt-you style. In recapitulating 
the build alternatives~ such energy has 
been devoted to denigrating the 
no-build. alternative that the premises 
of past actions remain unexamined, 
and any stimulus for new ideas is 
totally lacking. Unfortunately, there 

, ~was. not time to evaluate Senator 
Brock's offer to man a pick and 
shovel. (Would that go under the 
"do-nothing" category?) 

In discussing the "social impacts 
of the 'do nothing' alternatives," the 
statement creates a scenario of the 
death of Midtown. "Personal develop
ment" is arrested; "interpersonal 
relationships suffer." "Public centers 
of activity" close. People move away; 
land use "incompatibilities" occur. 
Enter transient populations who have 
"less propensity to establish lasting 
interpersonal relationships, less in
dividual identity with the area in 
which one lives, and, hence, less in
dividual support for the preservation 
of community amenities and in
stitutions." I was ready to slash my 
wrists and/or move to west Nashville 
when I asked: Who is the .villain of 
this piece? Heavy traffic. Just in the 
nick of time my "personal physical, 
intellectual and spiritual development 
at centers of community activity" has 
been saved by Super I-40! 

However this exciting denouement 
was interrupted by a pertinent ques
tion: Where is 1-40 going to take the 
traffic that choked Midtown? To 
Downtown. By some twist of logic 
called casuistry, the anathema of 
Midtown, traffic, is just what Down
town needs for its revitalization. Only 
someone seems to have forgotten 
the hard-learned lessons of other 
cities. 

Increased accessibility of cars is 

CARTOON BY BRAD McMILLAN 

always accompanied by a decline in 
public transportation. Now take this 
increased traffic and dump it on 
Downtown. There will be more cars 
which remain idle during the workday 
which occupy more parking spaces 
which creates the need for more 
land for parking which causes land 
use to spread and smear which entails 
the need for more cars to get to the 
more distant services. These cars need 
more parking spaces - meanwhile 
Downtown's tax base is eroded. 

Traffic is a self-perpetuating pro
blem and ac~owmodation. of traffic_ 
only series~ to increase it. This 
environmental statement does not 
contain one positive proposal for 
the diminution of traffic, only the 
rerouting of it. The southern leg of 
I-240 affords a perfect example: 
"Average daily traffic counts show 
that the southeast quadrant of the 
I-~40 loop is being forced to carry 
more traffic than it was designed to 
service efficiently." "Congestion dif
ficulties with the 'do-nothing' option 
will be the fate of the entire 1-240 
ring by 2000. To a great extent this 
condition will occur, however, re
gardless of the final disposition of the 
I-40 corridor demand." I-40, like 
1-240, is another case of planned 
obsolescence. ". . . There will exist 
a sizeable demand for express transit 
service by the year 2000 due in large 
part to congestion and the associated 
travel time delay along the I-40 
corridor.'' 

Yes, Virginia, there is a mass 
transit system somewhere. The state
ment discusses at great length the 
''possibility" of accommodating "high 
occupancy vehicles" in busways or 
in contra-flow lanes, yet not one of 
the build alternatives for I-40 through 
the park contains the incorporation 
of this possibility. Clerical oversight? 

Another oversight occurs in the 
statement's "History of the uncom
pleted Section of 1-40." The review 
of litigation is complete up to Sec
retary Volpe's decision not to route 
I-40 through the park, January 
19, 197 3. What is not in the state
ment are Volpe's suggestions that 
( 1) I-240 combined with local street 
improvement, (2) the L and N 
corridor, ( 3) broadened use of public 

transportation facilities, or ( 4) any 
combination of the above would 
meet the transportation needs of 
Memphis: "Listing these possible 
alternatives should not, of course, 
be construed either as an endorsement 
of any of them or as an exclusion of 
any other alternative that I have not 
mentioned. Likewise it should not be 
construed as a finding that the 'no 
build' alternative has been rejected." 

The statement also neglects to state 
the 6th District Court's ruling of April 
3, 1974. The Court in a unanimous 
decision concluded that the Secretary 
must scrutinize proposed highways in 
order to protect parklands and is not 
required to specify any particular 
route as a "feasible and prudent" 
alternative to the proposed (park) 
route. If one route is disapproved then 
it is incumbent on the state to pro
pose another route to the Secretary 
which he will either approve or dis
approve. 

Why then is this statement devoted 
to maximizing the feasibility of an 
already disapproved park route? Per
haps. a look at the Supreme Court 

_opinion oL.March 2, 1971, might 
enlighten us. "It is obvious that in 
most cases considerations of cost, 
directness of route, and community 
disruption will indicate that parkland 
should be used for highway con
struction whenever possible. Although 
it may be necessary to transfer funds 
from one jurisdiction to another, 
there will always be a smaller outlay 
required from the public purse when 
parkland is used, since the public 
already owns the land and there will 
be no need to pay for right-of-way. 
And since people do not live or work 
in parks, if a highway is built on 
parkland, no one will have to leave his 
home or give up his business. Such 
factors are common to substantially 
all highway construction. Thus, if 

NOTICE: Those unable to speak 
at the hearings on August 18 and 
19 in the City Council Chamber 
may submit a written statement 
before August 29 to: 

Mr. Henry K. Buckner 
Department Attorney 

Tennessee Department of Trans
portation 

412 Frost Building 
161 8th Avenue N. 
Nashville 3 7203 

Congress intended these factors to be 
on an equal footing with preservation 
of parkland there would have been no 
need for statutes. . .. But the very 
existence of the statutes indicates that 
protection of parkland was to be given 
paramount importance." 

The insidious rationale of the 
unknown, unnamed authors of the 
statement is revealed in the casual 
unconcern for the people who must 

VOLUME III, NUAJBER 17 
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CITY HEALTH -

Community 
Mental 
Health 
Centers 
With increasing public awareness of 

the magnitude and severity of our 
contemporary mental health problem, 
a large number of governmental, pro
fessional, and private organizations 
have joined in an attack on mental 
disorders directed toward better 
understanding, more effective treat
ment, and long-range prevention. 

Although the federal government· 
provides leadership and financial aid, 
the states and localities actually plan 
and run most of the mental health 
services. In addition, the states 
establish and supervise their own 
mental hospitals and clinics. A 

. number of states have pioneered the 
development of community mental 
h~h _ centers and rehabilitation 
services. 

The Memphis area has five com
munity mental health centers which 
are located in the northeast, north
west, southeast, southwest parts of 
the city and at the UT medical com
plex. These locations are called 
catchment areas,meaning these centers 
will refer callers to the appropriate 
mental health centers in their district. 

All of the community mental 
health centers offer such basic services· 
as marital and family therapy, in
dividual counseling, counseling for 
children and youth, and medication 
clinics. The Northeast and Southwest 
centers are the most progressive and 
expansive in terms of the number of 
staff, services, and responsiveness to 

the need in the community for more 
information about the services avail
able. 

Both of these centers have estab
lished an Adult Day Treatment 
program for individuals who have 
beer. hospitalized previously for emo
tional difficulties. This service not 
only provides an alternative to hos
pitalization but works toward transi
tion back to community living. 

Through the Consultation and Ed-

(Continued on page 2) 

live with 1-40 : "With a massive 
visual- barrier in place the freeway 
could become a demarcation line 
between different individual attitudes 
toward rn.aintenance of the quality 
of the living environment." We are 
subtly told that 1-40 is not just a 
highway but a barrier. Who will 
be caught on the wrong side? 

-Pat Waters 
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Beating The Heat Cheap 
It's a fact that electric rates in 

Memphis are among the lowest in 
the nation, but electricity does cost 
more today than it did before and 
bills are higher for the same amounts 
of electricity used than in previous 
years. 

In Memphis, the hottest days of 
the year are in July and August. 
And Memp hians used more electri
city on one particular day this July 
than on any other single day in the 
city's history. On July 26 · MLG&W 
customers used a record 37,196,100 
kilowatt hours - about $700,000 
worth in round figures - as they 
attempted to keep cool to escape 
the sweltering 97 degree temperature 
that the city was experiencing. 

"Either way you look at it, that's 
a tremendous amount of electricity," 
said Fred Niell, superintendent of 
energy management at MLG&W. 
"And each year the figure continues 
to rise. However, customers can keep 
their cool and cut back on their 
air conditioning costs, whether they 
live in an apartment or their own 
home, if they would just follow 
some common-sense suggestions that 
we recommend," he said. 

"The cooler you keep the tempera
ture in either your home or apart
ment, the more electric energy 
you will use," said Niell. MLG&W 
recommends that if you have a central 
air conditioning system, never set 
the thermo stat lower than 7 8 degrees. 

One of the most important steps to 
remember, if you want to cut your 
air conditioning costs, is to use air 
conditioning only when you really 
need it. Otherwise, turn it off. The 
air conditioner should be turned 
off as often and for as long as you can 
do so and still remain reasonably 
comfortable. 

When the outside temperature is 
7 5 degrees or lower, turn the air 
conditioning off, and let nature cool 
you. Open some windows and use the 
outside air for cooling. 

When you are not at home, turn the 

MENTAL HEALTH CENTERS 
Continued from page one. 

ucation program at the Northeast 
center, child management classes 
are available to all interested parents 
in the Shelby County area. The 
classes are designed to provide parents 
with an opportunity to learn behavior 
management skills to deal with 
such unacceptable behavior as bed
wetting, truancy, drug abuse, and 
deficient academic achievement. 

The Southwest center has a Child
ren and Youth program which takes 
referrals from area preschools for 
children with mild behavior problems. 
This program operates with groups 
of up to five children at a time, 
teaching basic skills such as language 
enrichment, and working with specific 
behavior problems like hyperactivity 
and attention span difficulties. 

Both centers have programs which 
provide treatment and socialization 
for senior citizens. 

For more information call these 
mental health centers for printed 
materials. The Northeast center has 
moved to 5515 Shelby Oaks Drive, 
382-3880. The Southwest center is 

air conditioning off rather than just 
turning the thermostat up. It costs 
less, not more, to turn it off, and then 
back on again to re-cool the living 
space. On extremely hot days, you 
may want to leave the air conditioning 
on with the thermostat set at 8 5 
degrees until you get home and then 
lower it to 78 or 80 degrees. But, 
turning the thermostat up to 85 does 
not save as much money as turning it 
off. 

If you are going to be away from 
home for more than 24 hours or 
longer, and especially when you leave 
for the weekend, turn the air con
ditioning off. 

When you are using central air 
conditioning, set the fan control on 
automatic so that the fan cycles on 
and off rather than running contin
uously. With window units, set the 
fan at its lowest speed. By increasing 
the fan speed, you actually increase 
the rate of cooling that the unit can 
perform, but you decrease the rate 
of dehumidifying. You should run the 
fan on the air conditioner at its 
higher settings only on extremely hot, 
very dry days, and put the ventilation 
control in the closed position. 

If you place a thermometer near 
your thermostat on the central air 
conditioning or on the side of a 
window unit, you can verify the room 
temperature. 

Proper insulation will lower cooling 
costs in the summer, and it will reduce 
heat loss in the winter. Make sure that 
you have at least six inches of insula
tion in your attic. If not, add more 
insulation. 

By following some of these sug
gestions, you should be able to cut 
the costs of your air conditioning 
bills. However, one thing you cannot 
control is the weather. And the hotter 
it gets on the outside, the longer 
your air conditioning has to run to 
maintain 'the same inside temperature. 
This means that you are using more 
electricity. 

-Robert Burkette 
Public Relations Assistant, MLG&W 

located at 1264 Wesley Drive, Suite 
300, 332-6050. 

Other active centers are the 
Frayser-Millington at 1750 Frayser 
Boulevard, Suite D, 353-5440; the 
Southeast center at 3530 Old Getwell 
Road, 794-0640, and the UT center 
at Tennessee Psychiatric Hospital at 
865 Poplar Avenue, 528-6444. 

A recent service of these mental 
health centers is the New Directions 
program. It is an occupational coun
seling service for employees of Mem
phis area business and industry. The 
program aims at early detection and 
referral of persons who are exper
iencing difficulty with their work 
situation. For more information call 
332-6064. 

Although much progress has been 
made in the understanding, treat
ment and prevention of mental 
disorders, the fact is that many 
limitations remain. Community 
mental health centers need public 
support, so find out about the mental 
health center in your neighborhood. 

-Pat Lacey 

From Where I Stand ... 

What's In 
A Name? 

I want to argue with the Planning 
Commission over its vote to change 
the name of Main Street to Mid
America Mall. 

When people come to Memphis 
and ask directions to the Mid-America 
Mall, we ought to be able to say, 
"It's on Main Street." No further 
directions are needed: everyone 
knows a city's Main Street is where 
the tallest buildings and busiest 
commercial activities will be. It's a 
straightforward designation like the 
High Street at the heart of every 
English town. 

But what will happen now? 
"Where's the Mid-America Mall?" 
Well, it's, well, on what used to be 
Main Street. 

Bob Miller, director of the Planning 
Commission, argues that "It's really 
no longer a street - automobiles and 
trucks are prohibited and it's really a 
mall . . . a pedestrian mall." But 
surely streets are streets regardless of 
what kind of traffic is on them. Didn't 
the Romans ban chariots from their 
city streets? 

Let Main Street be a street's 
declaration of independence from the 
tyranny of automobiles, trucks, and 
other motor vehicles. 

Miller's definition of streets is just 
as tenuous as saying, "Malls aren't 
malls unless they've got lots of big 
shade trees, so the Mid-America Mall 
isn't a mall at all." 

Speaking in opposition to the name 
change, Mrs. Eleanor Hughes said, "If 
we change the name of Main Street 
you're going against a name given the 
street by our founding fathers in 
1·819 .... I'd just as soon try to 
change the name of Beale Street as 
Main Street." 

The city fathers, acting without 
benefit of a Planning Commission, 
laid out the plan of Memphis with 
very business-like names - Court, 
Market, Exchange, and Auction - to 
suggest what activities ought to be 
there and how each related to the 
next - Main, Second, Third, or 
Washington, Adams, Jefferson, 
Madison, Monroe. 

Without attempting to puff up a 
street with a public-relations cam
paign, the city fathers did try to give 
homage to the place (Mississippi Row) 
and the native tradition (Chickasaw 
Street) which existed before the city. 

I'll pass over the obvious practical 
muddles the change will create- such 
as thousands of change-of-address 
notices by Main Street tenants - and 
simply ask why the Planning Com
mission waited to have their heari_ng 
after the new telephone directories 
came out? 

Besides,. changing Main Street's 
name is like changing a woman's 
name by marriage after she has 
established her own identity and 
working credentials. 

If anyone on Main Street wants to 
put "on the Mid-America Mall" in 
their advertising or on their letter
heads, that should be sufficient 
promotion. Why put everybody to 
such a bother for little or no tangible 
benefits? 

Let's hope the City Council votes 
to reject this silly business. 

- David Bowman 

Don't Take Your 
English To 
Dizzy 
' ... Coca-Cola' 

"You don't have to know the 
language" is a good thing to remember 
when you v1s1t El Grande de 
Coca-Cola, the new production at the 
Circuit Playhouse. 

And you should visit, since it would 
be difficult to find a funnier way to 
spend 90 minutes. Set· in a ratty 
cabaret in Honduras, the show is 
presided over by Marc Martinez as 
Papa Pepe Hernandez, whose two 
daughters, son and nephew com
prise the rest of the company. 
Martinez is a brilliant comic, mangling 
language with as much zip as he plows 
through impressions of Cagney and 
Nixon. He gets hilarious support 
in all departments from a fine cast 
that includes Patty Mayer, Harvey 
Huddleston, Peter White and Mark 
Johnson. 

The highlight of the evening is a 
long sketch about Toulouse-Lautrec, 
Yvette Guillbert, Jane Avril and a 
gangster named Jean-Paul, the latter 
thrown in for just about any reason 
you could want. As the famous 
artist, Huddleston walks on his 
knees and paints a picture of Yvette's 
backside; on seeing her "portrait," 
Miss Mayer as Yvette brings down the 
house with her line, 'C' est moi!" 

No variety show turn is left sacred, 
with the cast trying from 
mind-reading to acrobatics, appearing 
in a staggering number of costumes, 
rangi!_lg from early Carmen Miranda to 
a mock wedding finale. Martinez is 
credited on the program with co
ordinating and designing the show 
and his sure hand is evident through
out the dizzy evening. There are 
pratfalls, catcalls and a great deal of 
exuberance that proves you have to 
be damned good to look so sloppy 
and funny, which seems to be the 
point of the whole thing. 

-Howell Pearre 

MEMPHffiWATERFRONT 
FAIRE 

TOM LEE PARK 
AUGUST 27 -AUGUST 29 

Friday, August 27 
Otrabanda Theatre Co. 

Saturday, August 28 

7:30p.m. 

Walking Tour of Downtown/ River
front beginning at City Hall 10 p.m. 

Art Exhibit/Mississippi River Mini-
Museum 11 a.m. -7 p.m. 

Mississippi Mud Molding Contest 
All Day 

Briarpatch (2 hr. set) 1p.m. 
Charlie Banks & the Beale St. Originals 

(3 hr. set) 3 p.m. 
Otrabanda Theatre Company 7 p.m. 

Sunday, Augu&t 28 
Walking Tour of Down town/ River

front beginning at City Hall 10 p.m. 
Art Exhibit/Mississippi River Mini-

Museum 1 p.m. - 5 p.m. 
Otrabanda Theatre Company 2 p.m. 
Warm-up for boat race 3:30p.m. 
Bring-Your-Own -Piece-Of-Shade Fancy 

Parasol Contest 3 :30 p.m. 
Great Mississippi River Towboat Race 

4:00p.m. 
Ed Hubbard and Prana 4:30p.m. 

All Day Saturday and Sunday 
Food Tent & Demonstration/Film 

Tent 



A REVIEW OF PAUL COPPOCK'S 
MEMPHIS SKETCHES 

(Friends of Memphis and Shelby County Libraries, 
1976), $10.95. 

Out of the millions of words each 
newspaper prints annually, only a 
small fraction is devoted to 
"educating" in the traditional sense 
of the word. Thousands Q..f articles 
are read and then discarded, pro
verbially as stale as yesterday's news; 
only a few, like Paul Coppock's 
weekly features, Mid-South Memoirs, 
have any lasting value. 
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Catalogue Photos by John F. Foster 

The long-awaited collection of his 
Sunday features lives up to his 
readers' hopes and then some: the 
book contains seventy of his best 
weekly efforts of about three hundred 
features written to erase some of our 
ignorance about our own past. 

Two Untitled Steel Sculptures by Harold Day on display at the Child Development Center, 711 jefferson. Both are black 
and very large. Priced $2000 for the pair. Call 523-2622 for further inquiries. 

Memphis Sketches is a parade of 
interesting people you might not 
have encountered before. Mary 
Treadwell and Georgia Harry founded 
an insurance company based on the 
new and uncertain business of insuring 
automobiles. Lee Wilson built the 
world's largest cotton plantation out 
of swampland in Mississippi County, 
Arkansas, with the engineering 
achievements of people like Arthur 
Morgan, the father of the Tennessee 
Valley Authority. Barron Collier made 
a fortune out of car-card advertising 
and sank it into the Florida 
land-boom of the 1920's. The life and 
deeds of more familiar names like 
Bob Church, Clarence Saunders, 
Frances Wright, Marie Greenwood, 
W. C. Handy, Richard Halliburton, 
and E. H. Crump are also told with 
enough detail to make this a valuable 
reference book, a kind of Who Was 
Who in the Mid-South. 

But perhaps the most valuable 
essays in the collection concern the 
city's and region's development -real 
estate empires by McLemore, 
Bickford., and the Greenlaws; Sam 
Carnes' electric power company; the 
Memphis and Charleston Railroad; 
President's Island and the Port of 
Memphis. The engineering and 
industrial history of this area has 
yet to be writtten, but this book 
offers a good start for anyone who's 
interested. 

Coppock also includes some ghosts 
to haunt us, like the Christine School 
at Market Square, and the old Linden 
Avenue Christian Church, Memphis 
landmarks torn down for parking 
lots, or the State Female College at 
McLemore and College, near the 
Stax Studios, also a place to haunt 

'Holocaust' Is Whacked-Out 
Doctor Holocaust, the new play Rose, a passe beauty who can find 

by Memphis writer John Fergus Ryan her only pleasure in the fantasy 
has passed the halfway mark in its created by liquor. 
current run at Circuit Playhouse. And Other inmates are played by Brett 
it's packing them in. Robbs as a determined but suppliant 

What might seem to be a grim inventor; Joe William, the epitome of 
thesis, the reversal of roles in a mental the young actor, "looking for Truth 
institution, is given a double in- and Beauty in Texas"; and Geoff 
jection of pathos and farce, the two Grehan, a pompous but lovable ham. 
teetering on the brink of a special Roxanne Watkins is every man's 
kind of home-grown humor, a blend idea of the perfect nurse. Ernie 
of the bizarre and the predictable. Nicastro brings a believable vulgarity 

A whacked-out, comic onslaught to the role of a sleazy promoter. 
keeps the stage in a hectic froth for As a security officer, Bruce Stuart is 
two hours. Doctor Holocaust is a appropriately funny and leering. 
marvel of construction and the roles George V. Tunison gets a lot of 
call for the kind of controlled wreck- mileage as a noodle-minded social 
lessness that the cast gives them. worker. For a genuine show stopper, 

In the title role, Michael Holliday the work of Nick DeStefano as a 
is the egomaniac without parallel. mental ward attendant is a miniature 
His characterization is a rich con- coutse in comic acting. 
coction, pertormea wfih a--verve tnat ---- -Bill Baier-nas diiecteCf- Doctor 
is a joy to see. He has literally created Holocaust with the kind of pace that 
"the finest Nut House in the South," makes for a pleasantly hectic evening. 
and when he goes into an ecstasy on Circuit Playhouse has provided a 
the possibility of more money and Memphis writer the chance to meet 
better facilities, Holliday is supreme his audience. This kind of arts en-
commander of risible forces. couragement is vital to the develop-

Susan Mitchell brings a delicacy and ment of new playwrights as well 
sensitive poignance to Madame Delta as a bonus for theatregoers. 

us. 
Buy the book and help the 

Memphis Public Library; after all, 
much of Mr. Coppock's research was 
made possible by the archives of the 
Memphis Room there. Buy the book 
and learn about Memphi~ and the 
people who tried to make it a good 
city. 

- David Bowman 

- Howell Pearre 

CUTTING CORNERS 
If inflation has lowered your 

standard of living but raised you 
cost-consciousness, may I suggest 
some good deals and freebies to 
be found around town. 

r------ALL READERS ON THE CENTER CITY MAILING LIST:----. 

For beer drinkers: Sixty cents 
gets you ten ounces of a cold, cold 
draft at Diane's - Top of the 100. 
Plenty of pretzels and a righteous 
view of the river are gratis. Happy 
hour is 4-7 weekdays. 

For beer-bellied dieters: Overton 
Park is your health club. It has no 
initiation dues, is open year-round, 
and offers walking, jogging, soccer, 
bicycling, golf, softball, frisbee, 
football, and whatever else you can 
think of. 

If you have not filled out our subscription/ donation form 
before, please do so immediately. Regardless of whether you 
make a contribution or not, it is important to our pending 
application for a second-class permit that we have your 
request for mailing on file. 

Date _____ _ 

Enclosed is a$ ___ subscription/donation for CENTER 
CITY. 

____ Please add me to your mailing list. 

____ I am unable to contribute at this time but want 
to receive CENTER CITY by mail. 

____ Please continue to mail CENTER CITY to me. 

Name_-_____________________________ _ 

Address~-------------------

Zip ______ _ 

Send to: CENTER CITY I Front Street Arts I 9 N. 2nd St. -Suite 1300 

Memphis, Tennessee 38103 

For natural-food aficionados and 
adventurous cooks: Every pound of 
alfalfa, mung, or wheatberry seeds 
yields eight pounds of bean sprouts. 
They're excellent tossed in salads, 
scrambled with eggs, sauteed in soy 
sauce, or sandwiched with hard-boiled 
eggs or sliced tomato. The folks at 
the Seed (Jefferson at Tucker), The 
Whole Foods General Store (1783 
Union Avenue), or Norris Health 
Foods (228 N. Cleveland) can sell 
you the seeds and tell you how to 
sprout them. 

For the reader whose breadth of 
interest exceeds the depth of his 

Otrabanda 
Living on the Caribbean island 

of Curacao; traveling on a 
homemade raft down the 
Mississippi River; taking up resi
dence in Penang, Ma1aysia; 
touring the European cities of 
Brussels, Paris, Cologne, and 
Amsterdam - what sounds like 
excerpts from an adventurer's 
diary actually outlines the 
four-year history of an exciting 
theatre group called Otrabanda 
Company. The travels of Otra
banda do not represent exotic 
vacations or the fulfi1lment of 
romanticists' dreams but rather 
describe the settings for the 
growth of a highly disciplined 
group of actors. 

It is their fourth consecutive 
summer of travels that Mem
phians look forward to. Otra
banda Company will set up their 
red and yellow circus tent in 
Tom Lee Park August 27 for a 
three-day residence during the 
Memphis Waterfront Faire. The 
"River Raft Revue," a com
pendium of magic, music, 
juggling, and dance will be per
formed: Friday, August 27, at 
7:30 p.m.; Saturday, August 
28, at 7:00 p.m.; and Sunday, 
August 29, at 2:00p.m. 

The circus and vaudeville 
atmosphere created in the show 
is universal l.n appeal but not 
profound in statement. John 
Maynard, business manager of 
Otrabanda explains the river 
experience: "A very simple ex
planation is probably best. We 
have fun and our audience has 
fun; it's just that simple -
making theatre happen for 
people who don't generally have 
it." - Carol Coletta 

wallet: The McLean branch of the 
Memphis-Shelby County Public 
Library carries fifty-nine American 
and nine foreign newspapers and holds 
over fifty-seven thousand magazines. 

-Hank ]ones 
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Double 
Parked 

Does your luggage have a ten
dency to spring open at inoppor
tune moments, scattering your 
underwear all the way from 
the Dobbs House to Gate 34? 
Goldsmith's has just the thing 
for you. It's a woven nylon 
belt that buckles around any 
size suitcase and keeps it securely 
closed. The only drawback is 
that the belts are available in 
rather gaudy colors, but any
thing is better than scrambling 
for the old Fruit-of-the-Looms 
when you're already running 
late. You'll find them for $2.75 
in the luggage department of 
Goldsmith's -B. C. 

You can purchase limited edition 
prints by Brad McMillan at 
Sunshine & Company in Overton 
Square, 2075 Madison #9, 
726-9117. 

HOME FOR SALE 

1671 Lawrence 

3 Bedrooms, 3 Baths, Living-room, 
Dining-room, & Den 

Comtemporary interior, 
Completely remodeled. 

726-4910 or 735-1798 

LINC 
Your answer to 

questions about services 
and activities in Memphis 

528-2999 
Library Information Center 
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An Affair in the Park will be 
held at Forrest Park, Madison 
and Manassas, on Saturday, 
August 21, from 1 to 5 p.m. 
The program, sponsored by 
Shelby State Community College 
Library, will include: music by 
Tiffany, a jazz combo; story
telling by children's librarians 
from the Public Library; the 
Harry Bryce Dance Company, 
and a performance by the 
Baffling Mr. Baker. 

Harmon Baker, at age 89, 
may well be the world's oldest 
professional magician. Mr. Baker 
was billed at age 15 as ''The Boy 
Magician." His career of more 
than 70 years has taken him 
around the world fifteen times. 
He will present his magic show 
at 3 p.m. 

The Harry Bryce Company 
will perform at 2:30 p.m. The 
ten-member community dance 
company, directed by Harry 
Bryce, has performed at Circuit 
Theatre, Playhouse on the 
Square, Shelby County Penal 
Farm, public schools, and the 
Poetry Society. Their first 
season's favorites were Tubular 
Bells and Missa Luba. Their pre
sentation at Forrest Park will 
consist of new works based on 
Reagan's Sound of Thunder and 
Right On, Be Free. 

Affair in the Park is free and 
open to everyone. If the weather 
is inclement, the program will 
be moved to the Shelby State 
Community College auditorium 
on Union Avenue. 

DOWNTOWN DAY CARE 

7:30 a.m.-5 p.m. Monday-Friday 
Ages 3 to 6 years 

Fees on sliding scale, $20 per week max. 
State-licensed, hot lunches, rounded 
program with language, art & field trips. 

First Presbyterian Church 
166 Poplar 525-5619 

GOT A MESSAGE? 
HELP US & HELP YOURSELF? 
This space is yours for $4.50 per issue. 
Call 523-1542 for more information. 

Nationally Advertised 

jeans & jumpsuits for Him & Her 

50% Off- $7.95 Up 

You've got to see these super values'to 
believe 'em. 

SHOP DOWNTOWN & SAVE 

STEVE'S HI-FASHIONS 
26 S. Main-Next to Peanut Store 

r - - - - -COUPON- -- ---, 
I 

BRING COUPON AND RECEIVE 

15% OFF 
ENTIRE FOOD BILL 

GOOD 5-10 p.m. MON.- SAT. 

THE SHANTY INN 
25 S. NOV. 6th ST. (Alley Between 
Main & 2nd, Monroe & Madison) 

525-9395 
GOOD THROUGH AUGUST 31st 

- - - - - - COUPON- - - - - ...J 

r--------------, 
I Coupon 
I 
I GRAND OPENING 
: Wall Street in Downtown Memphis 

I - After Lyceum Film Special -
I 
1 Bring your coupon and get 2 for 1 
I all evening in Chase's Place 
I 
1 Enjoy music of the Past and Present 
I until 2 A.M. 
I 
I 
I 

Get your coupon validated at the 
theater's ticket desk 

: Free Parking Ramada Inn 
1 160 Union Ave. 

1 
I Corner of 2nd & Union 1 
L----------------~ 

LEON'S RESTAURANT 
Corner of Jefferson and Third 

Best Prices on Good Home-cooked Meals. 
Hours: 6 a.m. to 6 p.m. 

Phone 522-1874 

We've Moved! 
357 N. Main 526 -1506 

Call Us or Come By! 

Diamonds Sold 
& Remounted 

All Types of Repairs 

ACCUTRON REPAIRS 

CHARLES W. COSTELLO, JR. 
JEWELERS 

STERICK BUILDING LOBBY 
526-7880 

planned parenthood~ 
for 

MALES and FEMALES 
who want 

Complete Personalized Medical Care 
for 

FAMILY PLANNING 
(901) 525-0591 

Planning because YOU care. 

EXCITING APARTMENTS 
River View I Mid-America Mall 

The Tower, 527-6331 
Mrs. Jolley, Resident Manager 

Managed by The GALBREATH CO .. Inc. 

Picture Framing 
20% Off 

n·ou must present this ad) 
Buy Where The 

Profeuionals Buy ..• 
There Must Be A Reuon! 

Everything From Pen Points to Drafting Tables 

Monday thru Friday 8:30 'til 5:00P.M. 
Also Saturday 8:30 'til 5:00P.M. 

2027 Madison 1(901) 726-5294 
Memphis, Tenn. 38104 

ear1hy ffilidlts 

DOWNTOWN EXHIBITS 
NATIONAL BANK OF COMMERCE* 

Through August 27 - Bicentennial 
graphic banners, Smithsonian In
stitution Traveling Exhibition-lobby 

CHAMBER OF COMMERCE - lobby* 
Through August - 'Barns and Rural 
Scenes' - photography by Barney 
Sellers 

STERICK BUILDING -lobby* 
Through August - drawings by 
Charles Tuthill 

DOWNTOWN ACTIVITIES 
MEMPHIS WATERFRONT FAIRE* 

August 27-29 - Tom Lee Park (see 
schedule on page 2 for details) 

SUMMERFEST* 
August 20 - Briarpatch 
August 23 - Pandora 
August 24 - Puppet Show staged by 
Rick Provo 
August 25 - Ballet South 

SHOWTIME ON THE MALL- Noon 
-Commerce Square* 

August 19 - Grandma Dixie's Jug 
Band 
August 26 - Nell Aspero II 
September 2 - River Bluff Clan 

FILM 
LYCEUM FILM THEATER-7:30p.m. 
- First National Bank Auditorium 

August 24- 'Key Largo' 
August 31 - 'The Lavender Hill Mob' 
September 7 - 'The Lady From 
Shanghai' 

FRIDAY FLJCS - 4 & 7:15 p.m. 
-Peabody Library* 

August· 20 - 'The Pharmacist,' 'If I 
Had a Million,' & 'The Fatal Glass of 
Beer' 
August 27 - 'The Fun Factory,' 'Our 
Congressman,' & 'A Truthful Liar' 

CENTER FILM SOCIETY-7:30p.m. 
- UT Student Alumni auditorium 

August 27 - 'The Lion in Winter' 

THEATRE 
CIRCUIT PLAYHOUSE 

Through August 29 - 'Doctor 
Holocaust' -Friday-Sunday at 
8:30p.m. 

PLAYHOUSE ON THE SQUARE 
Through August 29 - 'An Evening 
Of Soul' - Wednesday through 
Sunday 

CIRCUIT PLAYHOUSE 
August 18, 19, 25 & 26 - 'El Grande 
De Coca-Cola'- 8:30p.m. 

*FREE 

THE STERICK BUILDING 

HAS 

HARDING-ROBINSON 

ADVERTISING AGENCY 

57 0 Sterick Building 

GALLAGHER PROPERTY 
MANAGEMENT COMPANY 

1105 Sterick Building 
8 N. Third Street 
(901) 526-3175 

THE DEN 
Comfortable Lounge Serving the 
Medical Center and Downtown 

Next to V. A. Hospital 
943 Poplar 528-9386 

Hours: 10:30 a.m. to 2 p.m. 

:P%:LOT BOUSE 
MOTOR INN D 0 w N T 0 w N 

100 North Front Street Memphis, Tenn. 38103 



The Thrift Gante: 
Enjoying Necessity 

The combination of bargain-finding 
and adventurous shopping is the key 
to spending time at The Salvation 
Army Thrift Store at 340 Adams 
Avenue. 

Prices are geared to low and fixed 
income budgets, as well as to the 
shopper who is looking for a genuine 
"good buy." 

All merchandise has been donated 
to the Men's Social Service Center 
and the revenue from the sales is used 
to maintain the rehabilitation program 
for alcoholic, homeless men in this 
area. 

The Thrift Store is a spacious and 
well-arranged facility, offering 
furniture, appliances, clothing, 
bric-a-brac, toys, books, jewelry and 
wigs. 

Clothing prices range from 35 cents 
for men's ties to $5.00 for a suit. 
Women's and children's clothes are in 
the same price category and cover 
items from blouses to complete 
outfits. 

Furniture is a particularly good area 
for the bargain-minded shopper, with 
hide-a-beds the most popular items. 
Reupholstered pieces, done on the 
premises by a professional up
hosterer, are priced from $100.00 to 
$130.00. Some sofas not recondi
tioned are available at $27.50 to 
$50.00. 

Black and white television sets 
sell for $37.50 to $50.00, with color 
sets priced at $120.00 to $150.00. 

Store supervisor Bob Richard said 
that the Adams location has the 

GET-AWAYS-

widest assortment of items of the four 
stores The Salvation Army operates in 
Memphis. 

"We're constantly trying to upgrade 
the merchandise," he said. "We're in 
a particularly good position on this 
now that we have enough men in the 
warehouse repair shops to keep 
quality high on reconditioned items." 

He added that he checks the 
competition's prices and tries to keep 
the Thrift Store's prices "as low as 
feasible." 

Richard stressed the rapid turnover 
of the store's merdandise, putting it at 
approximately 25 per cent per day. 

An "As-Is" section is next to the 
store, where unrepaired merchandise 
is sold, especially to dealers and re
pairmen. It's open 8 a.m. till 
noon Monday through Friday. 

Richard said an antique section is 
slated to open in the store soon. "It 
will be in an enclosed area and we 
hope to appeal to the antique buffs in 
Memphis," he explained. 

Captain Charles E. Woods, Men's 
Center director, stressed the three-fold 
nature of the Thrift Store's operation, 
whereby donated, tax deductible 
items are readied for sale to help the 
rehabilitation program, with the 
shopper able to buy needed 
merchandise at low prices. 

Toasters, percolators, lamps, pic
tures, mattresses, bicycles, even a 
vintage DeSoto from the 1950s- The 
Salvation Army Thrift Store has a 
lot to offer for a little to spend. 

-Howell Pearre 

Don't Wait Dinner-
1 'm Go in' To Merida 

As I was standing on the balcony of 
the Gran Hotel, sipping my rum and 
orange, the United States and its 
Bicentennial trauma seemed far away. 
I made a mental salute to the flag and 
went down to the plaza below. Merida 
literally teems with life; the streets 
are always active with those in motion 
and those who stand and watch. One 
sees the seemingly leisured middle 
class occupying the cafes, the students 
and workers within the swing-door 
saloons and the immaculantly clean 
Indians hurrying either to or from 
the market. 

The market is one huge labyrin
thine assault on the senses. Fruits and 
vegetables are pyramided to please 
the eye; clothes hang from walls and 
ceilings; and sellers entice their 
customers by shouting out the virtues 
of their wares. The air 
smells variously of baking tortillas, 
of slaughtered meat, of overripe 
fruit exotically sweet and pulpy. 
Indian women sit with piles of chiles 
in little bowls or holding out a fruit 
as if to remark its uniqueness. 

Roundtrip excursion fare (for more 
than 7 days less than 30) from New 
Orleans is $120; Merida is one and 
one half hours flight time from 
New Orleans on Aviateca Airlines. 
Merida is the capital of the Yucatan, 
both of the state and of the region. 
Founded by the· Spaniards in the 
16th century on the site of a Mayan 
city, this provincial colonial city 
is the focus of a vast flat expanse 
of jungle scrub and henequen fields. 
This is where the quick music of the 
Indian languange is spoken, where 
pigs, dogs and children wander in 
small jungle clearings amongst 
thatch-rC?ofed huts, where life settles 
to the rhythm of a hammock swing. 

There are the ruins - white lime-

stone temples rising above the scrub 
plain of the Yucatan. Uxmal of the 
Maya and Chichen Itza of the 
Toltec-Maya are a bus ride away. 
It is arduous scrambling up and 
down the high-stepped slopes of the 
pyramids but the mystery of those 
buildings never fails to attract. There 
is a quality of silence about great 
abandoned places where the past is an 
echo caught in stone. Here in the 
tropical sun the dark mystery of the 
Americas is potent. From whence 
did they come? From what did 
they rise? And I remembered Pablo 
Neruda's poem: 

The children of clay saw their 
smiles smashed, battered 
their stance slight as deers' 
all the way to death they did not 
understand. 

-Pat Waters 

THRESHOLDS TRAINING 

Thresholds in.Memphis will be 
offering a Basic Training Course 
for its volunteers. These persons 
will learn how to teach 
decision-making skills to the 
inmates of Memphis and Shelby 
County correctional institutions. 

The date for training has been 
set for October 23 and 24. At
tendance both days is required. 
The deadline for registration 
is October 1, 1976. 

A fee is charged to cover 
the costs of food, materials, and 
other training expenses. 

Contact Thresholds in Mem
phis, 166 A Poplar, Memphis, 
Tennessee 38103, 526-1382 and 
ask for Catherine McMurtry. 
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All Aphids Take The Stairs 
You can see the ultimate in adap

tive re-use in the lobby of the 
Exchange Building. At the same time 
you can buy freshly cut flowers, 
potted plants, or a woven basket. 

The Plant Exchange, the latest 
addition to Downtown's burgeoning 
specialty shops, is housed in one of 
the building's unused elevator cages. 
Owned by Wynoka Evans, the 
mini-shop was the idea of Exchange 
Building manager Robert Pennington. 

''I borrowed the idea from 
Pittsburgh's Gateway Center," 
Pennington explained. "I was looking 
for someone young and aggressive 
who had experience in decorating 
homes and offices with plants to run 
the Exchange Building operation. 
Wynoka is perfect." 

Evans is certainly at-,sressive. In the 
short space of one year, she has 
opened three shops. The Plant·Gallery 
and The Wicker Room are both in 
West Memphis. She plans to borrow 
merchandise from each shop as she 
experiments with stock for The 
Plant Exchange. 

Plant food, baskets, potting soil, 
cut flow~xs_,__ fQ~e plants, bggks, 
and free advice were available in 
abundance on opening day, Monday, 
August 20. Evans' sister-in-law, 
Joanne Evans. , is managing the shop 
which is open weekdays 10:00 till 

A REVIEW-

YESTERDAY'S MEMPHIS 
by Charles W. Crawford 

(E. A. Seeman, $9.95) 

Coffee table history is a correct 
summation of this catalogue of 
photographs and illustrations. It 
begins with Hernando de Soto and 
ends with Elvis. 

The first two chapters, which 
chronicle the founding of Memphis, 
the Civil War, Reconstruction and 
the Yell ow Fever disasters, are well 
written and very informative. 
However, the advent of the camera 
allows the author to preclude his 

. written narrative with photographs 
and comments upon them. 

The photographs are fascinating. 
There are the changing views of Main 
Street over the years, the first 
motorized funeral, the old alligator 
lake at the zoo and the effects of 
the great floods. 

YESTERDAY'S MEMPHIS 
The public is cordially invited to 

an autographing reception, sponsored 
by the West Tennessee Historical 
Society, of which Dr. Charles W. 
Crawford is president, to be held 
Sunday, September 12, from 3 till 
5 p.m. in the home of Dr. and Mrs. 
Billy M. Jones at 4035 Grandview. 

Quimby 

DRAWINGS • PAINTINGS • 
PHOTOGRAPHS 

Through Sept. 15 

M. BABCOCK'S Antiques • Interiors 
Germantown Rd. ________ _. 

5:30p.m. 
"I am really opt1m1st1c about the 

prospects for the business," Wynoka 
said. " We had actually only been 
talking about the business for two or 
three weeks before we decided to do 
it. 

"The Exchange Building lobby is 
gorgeous, but no one seems to notice. 
We want to showcase the stairs and 
the three stained glass windows. 
Maybe the plants will make people 
stop and take a look at it." 

Advice about how to care for a 
plant is included in the price. "In 
the plant business," Evans said, "you 
must have a good product at a good 
price because you depend on repeat 
business. We want customers to have 
good luck with their plants, so advice 
is part of the service." 

Offer.ings at the shop are practical 
with the business person in mind. 
Most plants are low-light plants 
designed to thrive in the office. 
For a $10.00 fee, Evans will even 
visit your office, inspect the space 
and the heating and cooling vents, 
and suggest the proper plants. 

You don't want to miss The Plant 
Exchange - unless, of course, you've 
seen a flower shop in a used elevator 
lately. 

- Carol Coletta 

Crawford also has a penchant for 
airplanes (there are 16 pictures~ 
three of which are crashes) and the 
Federal Barge Line (three pictures); 
and there is one gratuitous picture 
of Jane Russell bathing. Better editing 
could have reduced redundancies and 
logically ordered some of the photo
graphs. 

With regards to sex perhaps this 
book was written yesterday as well. 
When aviatrix Phoebe Fairgrave en
tered a national air race we are told 
"Phoebe's entry in the race wa~ 
surprising to many, but even more 
surprising was the fact that, being 
a woman, she won." 

Disregard the jacket summation 
which begins: ''If Atlanta was the 
South's Scarlett O'Hara then Memphis 
was certainly Rhett Butler." It makes 
the book sound more inane than it is. 

-Pat Waters 

CENTER CITY BIMONTHLY REPORT 
for the period ending August 31 , 197 6 

Cash on July 1, 1976 ........ $79.12 

REVENUES 
Donations ............. $231.00 
Advertisements ........... 459.88 
Interest .................. 3.95 

Total Two-Month Revenues. $694.83 

EXPENSES 
Postage ............... $ 97.75 
Professional Services ........ 20.00 
Supplies ................. 24.55 
Printing ................ 77?,.00 
Sales Tax ...••.......... .46.32 

Total Two-Month Expenses. $960.62 

CURRENT CASH ........ -$186.67 
(That's minus $186.67!) 



Double 
Parked 

The Mid-America World of 
Ice Cream, that little place that 
has added to the weight pro
blems of countless Down
towners, should be recognized 
for its chocolate milkshake. Ah, 
heaven! 

Y au watch them assemble 
the ingredients: chocolate ice 
cream, real milk. and chocolate 
syrup. Y au are thereby assured 
it's the real thing, not one of 
those digestible-plastic atrocities. 
It's a little steep at 79t, but a 
real treat when you can splurge. 

-B.C. 

On your way back from 
Goldsmith's someday, wander 
into Zanzibar Imports, on the 
Mall between Union ·and Gayoso. 
They have a wide selection of 
ethnic and other sorts of objects, 
ranging from exceedingly funky 
black-light posters to 
classy-looking shell necklaces. 

THE STERICK BUILDING 

HAS 

SOUTHWIDE, INC.

FEDERAL COMPRESS 

16th, 17th, 18th Floors 
Sterick Building 

GALLAGHER PROPERTY 
MANAGEMENT COMPANY 

1105 Sterick Building 
8 N. Third Street 
(901) 526·3175 
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We've Moved! The Memphis and Shelby 
County Archives are one of 
Downtown's best-kept secrets. 
In hopes of remedying that 
situation, an open house will 
be held September 15 from 
10:00 a.m. to 3:00· p.m. The 
archives occupy the 12th floor 
of the Tenoke Building at 
161 Jefferson. 

357 N. Main 526-1506 

Under the management of 
the public library, they contain 
the retired records for the 
city and county including police 
blotters, business records, real 
estate records, and the papers 
of the city's Chief Administra
tive Officers from the 1920s 
through the 1940s. 

Brown baggers are welcome to 
open house with coffee and 
cokes available. 

There are also straw baskets, 
paper lanterns, caftans, candles, 
records, prints, and more. 

Right now they have visored 
caps (a la baseball) made out of 
straw with a bright cloth band 
for $1.99. Not a bad deal for 
keeping the late summer sun 
out of your eyes. 

MEMPHIS STRIPS 
by ARTIEK SMITH 

NEWSMAN 
SERT 6UlL1YFACf 
REPORTER ... 
FORCWANNEL 
4~ NEWS. 
'-!AS SEEN IN 
SEA~C~ 
OF TI-lE' ... 
CYPRESS 

CREEK 
CREEP.' 
8E~O ... 

BILL BLEMISH 
MUST 00 
SO'tiET~ING 
SPECTACULAR 
ANVT~IN6TO 
Gf;:TS~EL.BEA 
COUNTESS ... 
1'0 NOTICE 
1-fiM. 
BUT W~AT 
CAN~;oo! 

-B.C. 

CAPT AI 1\1 COIK:EIT 
UPHOLDitJG ••• 
VANITY 
PRIDE 
EGOTISM 
SELF·ESTEEM 
... SO ... GET 
READY FANS. 
NOT£: BERT 
LOVES .•• 
SHE.LBEA 
COUNTESS 

A816~1T 
WITI-4 ... 
Sa.JE'LBEA 
COUNTI:SS 

... BUT l-IE 
IS OVER 
5~ADOWED 
e,y BER'L 
MAYBE l-IE 
COUL.D~AP 
TI-lE C:JlEEP! 

Call Us or Come By! 

Diamonds Sold 
& Remounted 

All Types of Repairs 

ACCUTRON REPAIRS 

CHARLESW. COSTELLO, JR. 
JEWELERS 

STER ICK BUILDING LOBBY 
526-7880 

MR. MUNDANE 
IS DIRECTOR 
OF C~ANNEt 4 !I'Z. 
NEWS STATION 
WASP.- TV 

CYP!Urs 
CREEP... 

ISTI-IE FOUL 
ODORT~AT 
l-IAS PLAGUED 
RESIDENTS 
INTI-IENORT~ 
SECTION OF 
RIVE~ CITY. 

r 

earthy celidlts 

DOWNTOWN EXHffiiTS 
NATIONAL BANK OF COMMERCE* 

Through October 1 - ·Photography 
by the Memphis Professional Photo
graphic Guild -lobby 

DOWNTOWN ACTIVITIES 
GASTRONOMIC GOODIES - A 
SUMMER FOOD FAIR* 

September 13-17 - A week-long 
series of demonstration/talks on 
preparing, canning and eating of 
good food - daily at 11 a.m., noon, 
and 1 p.m. in the kitchen at MLG&W 

SHOWTIME ON THE MALL - Noon 
- Commerce Square* 

September 2 - River Bluff Clan
Bluegrass 
September 9 - Mose Vinson Trio -
Delta blues 
September 16 - Louie Pierini Jazz 
Combo 

FILM 
LYCEUM FILM THEATER-7:30p.m. 
-First National Bank Auditorium 

September 7 - 'The Lady From 
Shanghai' 
September 14 - 'The Servant' 
September 21 - 'Bringing Up Baby' 

FRIDAY FLICS - 4 & 7:15 p.m. 
- Peabody Library* 

September 10 -'Baobab: Portrait of 
a Tree' & 'The Story of Solo' 

CENTER FILM SOCIETY-7:30p.m. 
-UT Student Alumni auditorium 

September 10 - 'Murder on the 
Orient Express' 

MUSIC 
BENNY GOODMAN CONCERT 

September 17 - North Hall 
8:30p.m. 

THEATRE 
PLAYHOUSE ON THE SQUARE 

Starting September 10 - 'Streetcar 
Named Desire' 

CIRCUIT PLAYHOUSE 
Starting September 16 - 'Find 
Your Way Home' by John Hopkins 

l'%LOT BOUSE 
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100 North Front Street Memphis, Tenn. 38103 
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(This ad was paid for by a friend.) 
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The 
. Supermarket Sidestep 

On Saturday mornings the garage 
behind 1486 Monroe looks like a 
rummage sale for food. People .mill 
about, going through boxes of fruits 
and vegetables, cheeses, and grains, 
doublechecking next week's prices, 
and trying to decide what, if any, 
bargains they should add to this 
week's shopping list. 

The shoppers are members of the 
Ananda Marga Food Co-opetative. 
Mostly young and casually dressed, 
they have come to Monroe street 
to pick up food ordered earlier in 
the week and to buy whatever smplus 
stock is remaining after volunteers 
have filled their orders. They keep 
coming because they know that they 
are saving an average of 30% on 
comparable items found in three 
Midtown grocery stores. 

The co-op, now eight months 
old, is one of several projects spon
sored by the Ananda Marga Service 
Organization. The group's original 
purpose was to provide low-cost 
food to the community and, when 
possible, to make available 
hard-to-find items such as unadul
terated peanut butter, bread, and yo
gurt, whole grains and seeds. 

The co-op keeps prices down by 
buying food in wholesale lots. Mem
bers who have paid a SS fee to join 
prepay their food orders by Wednes
day evening. One -$et of volunteers 
totals the orders; then another group 
buys the food from local distributors. 
Members pay only a 5% markup on 
the wholesale prices. 

Decision-making in the co-op is 
informal and democratic. Meetings 
are held periodically to discuss such 
business as ordering organic foods 
from out of state, increasing co-op 
membership, or the need for better 
co-ordination in the work schedule. 

Do they feel that they have suc
ceeded in providing good but inex
pensive food to the community? 
"Yes," says long-time co-op manager 
Candy Whitsell. "We feel like we've 
made a good start. One of our 
long-range goals, though, is to have a 
storefront where we would be able 
to . have stock on hand at all times. 
We need a lot more members to do 
this and we welcome anyone else 
who'd like to join/' 

Anyone interested in fmding out 
more about the co-op may call 
272-1179. 

- Polly Chase 

Neighborhoods 
LAUDERDALE TENANTS 

NEED PROTECTION 

Older Memphians are likely prey 
for the huckster and confidence 
artist, but seniors in public housing 
seem particularly vulnerable to 
outright attack as well. So the increase 
in crime at Lauderdale Courts and 
the subsequent alarm of Lauderdale 
tenants are not very surprising in 
themselves. What is shocking is the 
apparent indifference of the /ublic 
and public officials towar the 
problem. It seems' that only the 
residents of Lauderdale and MHA 
Director Lawrence Wade are con
cerned. 

On August 24 Wade spoke to a 

Tale-Telling Brought Home 
Not long ago I met with Bill Ferris, FERRIS: If you call it that. I am not 

a founder of the Cent.er for Southern talking about a discipline in the sense 
Folklore. He teaches folklore at Yale of an anthropologist coming in with a 
nine months out of the year. The set of theories and proving them; 
other three months he comes home I _am talking ~!:>out ,going to people 
to Mississippi in order to tape and ffilll- - and understanding them in their terms 
the people who carry on the living as much as possible and not trying to 
traditions of the South - people for draw conclusions and generalities. 
whom the past is a memory, not a WATERS: To me the failure of 
dead letter. anthropology has been that these 
FARRIS: My interest in folklore people come in and then they leave. 
is a result of the conviction that there They make no commitment to_ the 
are a lot of very special traditions in persons they deal with. If they did, 
the South that really are not any- they would live there and die there. 
where else in the country. It's very Woodward says that despite the 
quickly passing.... new prosperity and mobility of the 
WATERS: I'm reading C. Vann post-war era, we still cannot forget 
Woodward's The Burden of Southern our poverty. Is the legendary poverty 
History; his idea is that the South is of the South still so pervasive that 
becoming more homogenized: that it won't be erased for quite some 
we're becoming not more diverse but time? 
more American. We are losing our FERRIS: ... With that poverty came 
Southernness, whatever that is. We a sort of forced self-sufficiency. 
are accepting the national myths, Everyone had a garden, put up and 
our Southern myths having been smoked their meat, made their own 
destroyed by both civil rights move- quilts, made their soap, made their 
ments because of our reprehensible own whiskey. When my father was 
moral position. What do we have to growing up most families who were 
take the place of our myths? living in rural areas were. totally 
FERRIS: I think we have a lot : we self-sufficient and, except for coffee, 
have a tradition of people, of families, salt and basic star.les, everything 
of a relationship to the soil, religion - was grown or raised right on the 
a lot of things that are intangible but farm. Today that is· no longer the 
are there. Even in the supermarkets, case. People have transportation and 
the paved areas that are increasingly they have communication. If they 
covering the landscape - when you are not making a living wage, they 
come back from the East or from can get government support. Things 
outside the South, even though you have changed an awful lot_; which is 
may be in an A & P or a MacDonald's, not to say the poverty is not there, 
you know so clearly you are back in but it is a different sort of experience. 
the South by the way people talk, There are no longer the self-suffi-
and they take a little more time to cient families who are the standard. 
see what you want. There is just a There are still plenty of people who 
difference.... I am not sure that will do what I'm talking about, but for 
ever be destroyed. But a lot of things the younger generation it's too hard. 
are changing and I think that a lot They simply don't want to do it when 
of things need to be looked at very it's easier to go live in the city. 
carefully. As a folklorist, the language, ... We do begin to accept the myths 
the crafts, the houses - just the whole of national culture rather than re-
lifestyle of the people has never been gional culture. The way to understand 
examined closely. this most clearly is to talk to people. 
WATERS: You mean there has You talk to an older generation and 
never been an anthropology of the you are talking to another world, 
South? another set of values, a different ex

perience .... 

WATERS: Woodward writes that the 
South has never accepted the idea of 
success: that it is one national myth 
we've had beaten out of us. The myth 
of national success is not all that real 
to us. The Populist· movement -was a
reaction to this. Do you have any 
plans for exploring the old Populists? 
FERRIS: I'd really like to do that -
it's an important part of our history; 
it should be studied. I have a student 
at Yale who's from Arkansas and who 
did a project on the folklore of 
Southern politicians and their stories. 
This has changed radically. Running 
for office was telling stories or singing. 
WATERS: Stumping the court house 
squares? 
FERRIS: Yes. Mississippi has a long 
history of this - Bilbo .and others. 
The stories are important because 
these people are remembered by their 
stories. My father remembers Bilbo 
talking near Poplarville. Bilbo c·ame 
through and held up a brick. He 
said, "If I'm elected, I'll pave every 
road in Mississippi with bricks, and 
when they wear out on one side, 
we'll turn 'em over and use the 
other side." People just loved that. 
Mr. Ray Lum, on whom we did 
a film, tells a story about when Bilbo 
was running for office and was also 
under indictment. Somebody told 
him, "Bilbo, we'll either send you to 
the governor's chair or to the peniten
tiary." He said, "I'd be a damned 
good man in either place." And he 
made it to the governor's chair .... 

Other regions have their folk 
traditions, such as Maine or the 
West, but no other region has been 
as isolated as the South. No other 
region has the history of storytelling 
and music to the extent we do ...... . 
WATERS: In the face of things 
changing so much, do you feel you're 
working against time? 
FERRIS: No, because you can't 
afford. to feel rushed. You can't 
rush things; you do them in your 
own time. To some degree I do, 
because things are changing. I have a 
sense of death: people dying whom 
I love, whom I want to und.erstand, 
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racially mixed crowd qf nearly two 
hundred persons who had assembled 
to discuss security. Besides a rash 
of break-ins resulting in thefts and 
assaults, the major problem is a 
recent series of muggings at the frrst 
of the month when seniors walk 
to a neighborhood bank to cash 
their Social Security checks. 

Wade outlined several changes in
cluding locks on the doors of unit 
foyers, improved lighting, closer 
scrutiny and surer screening of tenant 
applicants, evictions of criminal ele
ments and a whistle alert program. He 
also implored residents to participate 
and cooperate with fellow residents 
and the Authority, but by all means 
to become cautious. 

An accord was reached by all pre
sent at the meeting. However, it was 

.(Continued onpage 2) 

whom I want to preserve so other 
people can have the pleasure of 
knowing them and hearing what they 
talk about. I do feel, on the other 

_ ~nd, it i!_like Faulkn~r saidJ m~l!_ will _ 
prevail. There is a thread of under
standing, a constant reaffirmation of 
spirit and of life. And there will be 
other great people who will tell 
stories and who will do things in their 
own times just as amazing as the 
people we've looked at and tried to 
understand. What is important is to 
do your job thoroughly and care
fully so that 50 or 100 years from 
now there won't be any pieces missing 
or fewer pieces missing than there 
would have been otherwise. You 
look at your own work with per
spective and try to collect or record 
or describe the uninteresting~ the 
everyday events in the person's life, 
as well as the spectacular perfor
mance, the focus of the f:tlm. You 
want a sense of the whole person 
and that takes time. 

-Pat Waters 

We've Moved! 
357 N. Main 526 -1506 

Call Us or Come By! 



CENTER CITY PAGE 2 

Double 
Parked 

To find out what all is going 
on in Downtown during the 
months of September and 
October, pick up a copy of the 
newly published Downtown, a 
comprehensive schedule. of 
events. It includes the particulars 
on various movie clubs, lecture 
series, classes, book reviews, mall 
promotions, and more. Distri
bution is handled in much the 
same manner as Center City, 
i.e., you can find them in many 
public places where people 
gather (such as City Hall, the 
Convention Center, some res
taurants, some bank lobbies), as 
well as at the locations directly 
involved with the schedule (such 
as the library, the Y. W. C. A., 
Shelby State, the Mid-America 
Mall Office). 

Hopefully, the schedule will 
be published bimonthly to keep 
everyone aware of the many 
activities Downtown has to offer. 
Pick up a couple- they're free
and post one in your office or 
building. - B. C. 

MoviesMoviesMm 
THE GREAT SCOUT AND CAT
HOUSE THURSDAY. Written by 
Richard Shapiro. Directed by Don 
Taylor. 

The comedy western has a 
sub-species status. It's more often 
less of each and therefore an un
satisfactory kind of film. The Great 
Scout and Cathouse Thursday is an 
unattractive exam pie of how comic 
and western motifs don't blend. In 
this case, they coagulate, separately. 
Unpaid debts, veneral disease, prize
fighting, kidnapping and politics are 
the main ingredients. It all takes 
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Got an overpowering craving 
for Greek food? Try out the new 
little restaurant at the corner of 
Madison and Morrison, just west 
of Overton Square. It's called 
Yifto's, and offers a limited 
menu of authenic, inexpensive 
Greek dishes. We had the 
souflaki, a tasty shish kabob 
arrangement of peppery-flavored 
beef, onion, and bell peppers, 
accompanied by rice pilaf, a 
sweetish rice dish. A friend had 
the moussaka, made up of egg
plant, potatoes, and ground beef, 
and said it was very good. 

The atmosphere is very plea
sant, with well spaced tables 
and subdued lighting. Greek 
music makes up about 25% of 
the jukebox selections, and if 
you pick an early hour to visit, 
chances are the obnoxious 
pin-ball machines will be silent. 

The owner-operator is a 
colorful little man who aims to 
please and who is just as apt to 
fire the busboy with a loud 
demonstration, only to rehire 
him five minutes later, as not. 
He'll also talk you into trying 
the baklava, a traditional 
honey-laden, multi-layered Greek 
pastry, for dessert. 

Yifto's is the place to go 
to eat when you can't decide 
where you want to go to eat. 

-B.C. 

place during the Taft-Bryan campaign. 
Trashy dialogue and lavatory humor 
abound. None of this should be 
taken seriously unless one is interested 
in studying the decline of mediocrity. 
Lee Marvin, Robert Culp, Elizabeth 
Ashley, Sylvia Miles, Oliver Reed, 
Strother Martin and Kay Lenz are the 
chief participants. They should be 
thoroughly ashamed of themselves. 

-Howell Pearre 
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LAUDERDALE PROTECTION 
Continued from page one 

obvious that no one was deceived. 
The problem may improve, but it 
w~ not be quickly resolved. Until 
the City Administration and Council 
fmd ways to protect these 
Memphians, or until the Police De
partment obtains a federal grant for 
a Lauderdale security force similar 
to the squad policing at Le Moyne 
Gardens, these Downtown dwellers 
will have to continue to live in fear. 

The police and City officials 
have recently been boasting of the 
decrease in crime on the Main Street 
Mall. Has this overpolicing of the 
Mall been at the expense of the 
residents of this housing project? 
How about a little protection for 
Lauderdale residents? 

-Don Donati 

'Streetcar' Departs At Playhouse 
Playhouse On the Square has 

opened its second season with a 
taut, controlled and faithfully 
poetic production of Tennessee 
Williams' A Streetcar Named 
Desire. 

The now familiar story of 
Blanche's destruction at the hands 
of the brutal Stanley is just as 
powerful and meaningful today as 
it was when first produced 29 
years ago. 

Stephen Mauer's direction 
catches the balance between 
Blanche's ethereal retreat into a 
world of illusion and the primitive 
realities imposed upon her by 
her brother-in-law. The force of 
time and the relentless tearing 
down of a more manageable way of 
life, and Blanche's dependence on a 
happiness no longer reliable, are the 
elements that make Williams' play a 
strong commentary on the anguish 
of false hope when it is made to 
march before unsympathetic faces. 

As Blanche, Donna Neuwirth 
brings a restless quality that is 
tender and tragic. She is partic
ularly effective in her creation 
of a woman gradually being trapped 
in her own illusions. 

Ellen Tolleson as Stella, 
Blanche's sister, has some extra
ordinary moments, torn between 
love for her sister and love for 
her husband. Miss Tolleson presents 
a believable woman who has 
opted for a reality not always 
pleasant but obviously inevitable. 

John Dunavent brings a kind 
of grandeur to his portrayal of 
Stanley, giving him a more 

NaUonally Advertised 
jeans & jumpsuits for Him & Her 

50% Off- $7.95 Up 

You've got to see these super values tp 
believe 'em. 

SHOP DOWNTOWN & SAVE 

STEVE'S HI-FASHIONS 

26 S. Main- Next to Peanut Store 

THE STERICK BUILDING 

HAS 

THE FEDERAL COMPANY 
28th and 29th Floors 

Sterick Building 

GALLAGHER PROPERTY 
MANAGEMENT COMPANY 

1105 Sterick Building 
8 N. Third Street 
(901) 526-3175 

Diamonds Sold 
& Remounted 

All Types of Repairs 

ACCUTRON REPAIRS 

CHARLES W. COSTELLO, JR. 
JEWELERS 

STERICK BUILDING LOBBY 
526-7880 

menacing human aspect than the 
usual interpretation. He plays the 
character with a directness that 
reduces the comic element to a 
more credible level. He gives us 
a man who is unpleasant, but the 
reasons for his uglit)ess are open 
and understandable. 

As Mitch, the man Blanche 
feels is her last chance, Ken Miller 
also avoids the stock approach 
of humble oaf. Miller makes the 
character a more likeable person, 
imbuing him with a feeling beyond 
the surface. 

Others in the overall fine com
pany include Maureen Burns, Al 
Culpepper, Darryl Smith, Lee 
Petrone, Christopher Nunnally, 
Debbi Harrison, Bob Hutchens 
and Patrick Doyle. 

Joe Lowery's split-level scene 
design for the New Orleans house 
is a towering piece of work, almost 
more than necessary. It's shabbiness 
is somewhat overdone, but the 
technical aspects of the setting are 
quite remarkable. 

Playhouse On the Square's sea
son also includes Happy Birthday, 
Wanda June by Kurt Vonnegut, Jr., 
October 15-November 14; Two 
Gentlemen of Verona, a musical 
version of the Shakespeare classic, 
November 19-December 19; Hay 
Fever by Noel Coward, December 
29-January 23; A Thurber Carnival, 
January 28-February 27; The Mis
anthrope by Moliere, March 4-
April 3; and The Three-penny 
Opera by Bertolt Brecht and 
Kurt Weill, April 8-May 8. 

-· Howell Pearre 

ear1hy <EiiQlts 
LECTURES/DIALOGUE 

MEMPHIS & SHELBY COUNTY 
PUBLIC LIBRARY THIRD ANNUAL 
GENEALOGY WORKSHOP -Peabody* 

October 1 - This ftrst session is 
concerned with teaching how to 
begin genealogical research and how 
to use the library's facilities. The 
three following sessions, each on a 
Friday night, have such diverse topics 
as Black genealogy, Revolutionary 
War records, and how to write off for 
genealogical information.- 6:30p.m. 

CRIME PREVENTION SEMINAR* 
October 7-8 - Conducted by Shelby 
State in the National Bank of Com
merce auditorium, this seminar is 
going to focus on the problems Down
town merchants have with crime. 
Bad-check passers, credit card fraud 
and shoplifting prevention are the 
topics. - 8 a.m. - 12 p.m. - Call 
5 28-6 77 8 for registration informa
tion,. 

MUSIC 
WEVL BENEFIT AT LAST LAUGH 
-1335 Madison - 6 p.m. - 1 a.m.* 

September 26 - Local musicians 
will play and donations from beer 
sales will help support community 
radio. - Performers scheduled: Sid 
Selvidge, Jim Dickinson, Jimmy 
Crosthwaite, Etc., Travis Jenkins 
Ensemble, Mud Boy and the New
trans 

MEMPHIS OPERA THEATRE 
September 30-0ctober 2 - 'Madame 
Butterfly' - South Hall Auditorium 
-8p.m. 

EXCITING APARTMENTS 
River View I Mid-America Mall 

The Tower, 527-6331 
Mrs. Jolley, Resident Manager 

Managed by The GALBREATH CO., Inc. 



THE BIG CITY! 

Moving In Leaps 
And Bounds 

A proposal for a $48 million 
people-mover system was oudined 
by John Dudas, director of the 
City's Policy Planning and Analysis 
Bureau, at a recent meeting of the 
American Institute of Planners in 
Memphis. 

The system would involve a 6.8 
mile elevated structure running on 
Second Street between 1-40 and 
Beale and running east from Second 
on Madison out to the Medical Center. 
There would be 16 stations and a 
main station located on the southeast 
corner of Second and Madison. 
Vehicles on the elevated way would 
be small electric-powered buses. 

City officials should ·know by 
November whether their grant ap
plication to the Urban Mass Transit 
Administration has been approved. 
Memphis' matching share of the 
capital cost would be 20% or about 
$10 million. 

At the north and south ends of 
the Second Street line would be 
"transportation mode-change ter
minals" providing connections with 
city buses, airline shuttle buses, 
automobile parking and other service 

·facilities. Air rights above the ter
minals could be leased for apartment 

and commercial use. The cost of these 
terminals has not yet been 
determined. 

At the Medical Center end of the 
route would be a one-way loop 
connecting City of Memphis, Baptist, 
Veterans, Tennessee Psychiatric, and 
other hospitals and medical facilities. 

Dudas said arguments favoring such 
a system would include bringing 
shoppers Downtown, generating new 
development along the system's cor
ridors, and facilitating movement 
between the Convention Center and 
hotel accommodations or tourist 
attractions, 

He said the operating costs would 
certainly require farebox revenues, 
but savings could be made by elimi
nating the Mid-America Circle shop
pers' buses and by moving bus-transfer 
points out of the Downtown area. 
Operating costs have not yet been 
determined, but savings have been 
estimated at about $4 million a 
year. 

When asked about the effect of 
an elevated structure on the buildings 
and tenants along Second Street, 
Dudas said that the design details 
have not yet been worked out. 

-David Bowman 

Con -Scripted 
The new offering at the Circuit 

Playhouse is Find Your Way Home, 
a story of homosexual relationships 
by British author John Hopkins. It 
has four characters: a masochistic 
young man who fantasizes group 
rape in notebook entries; his re
turning lover, a middle-aged man 
who has decided to leave his wife 
and children; the wife, a rather 
confused woman who wants to do 
the right thing, whatever that might 
be; and a young man who is alter
nately coy and crazy, depending 
upon which of the other men he is 
trying to impress and/ or terrify. 

The play is poorly written, con
sisting mainly of loud; accusatory 
scenes, in which the combatants 
hack away at their own and each 
other's neuroses. It's difficult to have 
sympathy or empathy for them; 
their self-lacerations and primitive 
analyses of each other are so un-

conscionably boring that one doesn't 
really care about them or what 
happens to them. 

We are given a lot of symptoms 
but no causes. It's like being plunged 
into a vicious argument without 
knowing how it started. Relatively 
little in the play is solved. It has a 
nebulous ending, one that suggests 
the masochist and the middle-aged 
man just might make a go of it; 
however, more guilt and scene-making 
are lurking in the background. 

Gene Crain has staged the play 
with a good grip on tension. He 
keeps the sluggish story moving, 
even, at times, when there seems 
to be nothing to move. The quartet 
of players, Allen Mullikin, Chris Ellis, 
Steve Nelson and Bernie Gerlicki, are 
quite good, especially when one 
considers they have the playwright 
working against them. 

- Howell Pearre 

The Meatless Meal: 
Devour An Author 

The fall publishing season will 
have some ~outhern exposure when 
four nationally know writers appear 
here for a Book and Author Dinner 
at 7 p.m., October 26, at South
western University. 

Sponsored by Friends of the 
Memphis and Shelby County Li
braries, the event will feature Mary 
Hemingway, John Toland, Nancy 
Dickerson and Mary MacCracken. 
Copies of their new books will be 
on sale at the time and autographs 
should be available. 

Mary Hemingway's book is called 
How It Was, an account of her 
Minnesota years and her marriage to 
Ernest Hemingway. 

John Toland, whose new work 
is Adolf Hitler, is one of this country's 
most eminent historians. He has 
also authored The Rising Sun and 
The Last 100 Days. 

Nancy Dickerson, one of tele
vision's most experienced political 
commentators, has written Among 
Those Present: A Reporter's View 
ofTwenty-Five Years in Washington. 

Mary MacCracken has written 
Lovey: A Very Special Child, dealing 
with experiences among disturbed 
children. 

Tickets are $5.00 and may be 
purchased at the Main Branch of 
the Memphis Public Library and 
Information Center. 

- Howell Pearre 
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Canoeing The Wolf 
Just east of Collierville is a beauti

ful stretch of the Wolf River; it's 
deep, clear, shady, and made for 
canoeing. Put in at the old bridge 
at Piperton Road and take a two-hour 
float down to the Collierville
Arlington bridge. The stretch from 
there down to the next take-out 
point, Houston Levee Road, hasn't 
been tried out yet, but it might take 
all day to get through the fallen 
trees barring the way. 

When Memphis was a few years 
old, steamboats could come up the 
Wolf as far as LaGrange, but a century 
of cultivation and erosion has silted 
up the channel in some stretches so 
that the river seems to degenerate 
into a swamp. But this stretch, strad
dling the Shelby-Fayette line, is open 
and inviting. 

The fallen trees take the place of 
rocks on white-water streams and 
offer a slow slalom-like course on 
which to test your paddling skills. 
The two-mile current is fast enough 
to get you there and slow enough 
for any novice t" attempt without 
the penalty of cal'sizing at every 
mistake. ~ 

The scenery is heavily wooded 
with cypress, sycamore, yellow birch, 

WRATH 
A Bow to the Toes: 

A Thumb of the Nose 
or 

Bowboozle 
I wanted to say adieu in as brief 

a note as possible - just to buck 
tradition. I have put together 
ninety issues of CENTER CITY to 
date; it is my belief that for a 
community publication of this 
nature no one should be expected 
to do more, and no one should 
be allowed to. 

Frankly, I am amazed that I 
have succeeded in perpetrating this 
imposture for so long without 
detection; likewise, if I have been 
found o~t, I am fat~ful t.hat lou 
grammarl.alls an hteratl o a 
gendemanly bent have been so 
merciful as not to torment me 
by pointing up past improprieties. 

In my defense, you must con
cede that a CENTER CITY can 
only be as good as its readers, 
as interesting as its community. 
I must confess: most of CENTER 
CITY's contents have been pre
dicated on the efforts of contribu
tors; therefore, I am exoner
ated for some of its faults and re
lieved of most of its credits. 

CENTER CITY has been at
tempting to generate .some dis
cussion about what is and what is 
no~ going on in this city. I, for one, 
do not think that communication 
of this calibre should be .left to 

and other hardwoods leaning over 
the stream. If you're quiet, Jou'll 
see and hear lots of birds; · you 
aren't, you can still see abundant 
evidence of the beavers at work 
there-their slides, gnawed trees, and 
piled-up houses. We saw kingfishers 
and ducks, and heard woodpeckers
all while making a lot of noise our
selves. 

The only inconveniences were some 
mosquitoes and a few water-level logs. 
Colder weather and autumn rains 
should do away with both difficulties. 

Members of the Chickasaw En
vironmental Association and the En
vironmental Action Council of Mem
phis had organized this trip to make 
the serious point that the Wolf is still 
a fine place for outdoor recreation. 
Two members of the Planning Com
mission staff who were on the trip 
suggested that a few thousand dollars 
invested in gravel and grading at the 
access points would make a large 
return in recreational facilities for 
both Shelby and Fayette counties. 

We didn't see a soul besides our
selves the whole trip. ~~ didn't see 
the expected beer cans and littering. 
The trip was so quiet that the traffic 
on the bridge at the end startled us. 

- David Bowman 

talkshows, letters-to-the-editor, or, 
for that matter, to professional 
journalists. Writing should be an 
exercise of the many, rather tha!l 
the privilege of a few hired hands. 
Professionals tend to kowtow to 
their training and to subject their 
craft to their livelihood; they be
grudge their readers even a smidgen 
of lively composition. In Memphis 
the mark of a journalist is the abil
ity to crank out enough copy to 
stuff an overweight newspaper 
whether the practitioner actually 
has anything to say ~r not (this 
piece is a case in point). 

Any evolutionist will tell you 
that the stratagem of survival is 
adaptation. There are, nevertheless, 
times when I doubt that there is 
anything in survival above a per
verse adoration of repetition. Let 
us just say, then, that CENTER 
CITY is prepared to make some 
alterations. 

Your new editor - there is little 
in the way of introduction that I 
can say about her that wouldn't 
be edited. Except, I can promise 
that she'll be a thorn in the toe 
of tranquility, a slap in the face 
of complacency and will dispute 
any and every opinion - not 
excluding her own of a week 
before. Ms Waters is not likely to 
consent to the feigned caution and 
civility I was often a party to, 
but she can be guaranteed to offer 
you surprises and a good time 
until she tires of the job. 

I have nothing else to say. 
-Gerald .Murley, Jr. 



Double 
Parked 

The Independent Memphis 
Artists are having their first 
showing at the Shrine Building. 
The exhibit will be open to the 
public 11 a.m. till 3 p.m. through 
Halloween. 

The first artist to be featured is 
Jim Hicks; he is represented by 
wood reliefs and sculptures, and 
works in pen and ink, pastels 
and oils. · 

plann,ed parenthood~ 
for ~ 

MALES and FEMALES 
who want 

Complete Personalized Medical Care 
for 

FAMI LV PLANNING 
(901) 525-0591 

· Planning because YOU care. 
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The entire contents of Center City are 
copyright (c) 1976 by Front Street Arts 
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of Front Street Arts. All rights reserved. 

Copy for the October 14 issue must be in 
by October 4. Copy for the October 28 
issue must be in by October 18. 

My favorite works are the 
sculptures in stone - alabaster, 
serpentine, lapis and marble. His 
humans are still, blocky, smooth 
figures and are very self-contained. 
His animals are flowing and active; 
some have anatomicilly precise 
detail while others are like the 
chimera and assume the shape of 
the moment. 

Independent Memphis Artists 
was formed to promote the 
sale of local artists' work and to 
expose the work of non-academic 
artists. IMA exists as a means to 
show one's work without com
promising one's independence. 
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2021 Madison Avenue 

Open 11 a.m. till 10:30 p.m. 
Monday through Friday 

Open Saturda'4. 4 till 11 :30 p.m. 
ClosecT Sunday 

Special Greek-food variety plate: 
Spinach pie, stuffed cabbage, pastichio, 

mousaka. 

Plan your own holiday-in-Greece party on 
Sunday with complete privacy. 

Tom Stergios, Owner 
726-6075 

MAIN STREET APARTMENT 
Lowenstein Tower corner apartment 
with riverview available immediately. 
Two bedrooms and two baths, new car· 
peting - all for $288 monthly (utilities 
included). * * * Security is provided. 

Call 523-3283 or, after 5 p.m., 522-8842. 

11130 tiH 2:00 
lEER It SANDWICHES 

1521 Macll- 271-9310 

COURTYARD SALE: furniture, 
office equipment, games, baby 
bed, hospital bed, odds & ends. 
October 6 & 7-11 a.m. till 2 p.m. 

First Presbyterian Church 
166 Poplar 525-5619 

THE STERICK BUILDING 

HAS 

UNION CENTRAL LIFE 
INSURANCE COMPANY 

23rd Floor 
Sterick Building 

GALLAGHER PROPERTY. 
MANAGEMENT COMPANY 

11 OS Sterick Building 
8 N. Third Street 
(901) 526-3175 

The Tennessee Performing Arts 
Foundation opens its frrst season 
with the appearance of the Swiss 
mime, Dimitri, at the Music Hall, 
October 16 at 8 p.m. Dimitri, a 
former student of Marcel Marceau, 
is a virtuoso performer who com
bines the talents of a musician 
(he plays ten instruments), a 
circus clown and an acrobat. 

The Performing Arts Founda
tion is a non-profit corporation 
which has been active raising an 
endowment fund (the goal is $6 
million) to finance performances 
and an educational outreach pro
gram throughout the entire state. 

PHOTOS BY JOHN F. FOSTER 

WEVL-FM 
needs volunteers for 

programming, 
public affairs broadcasting, 

or in whatever areas you are 
interested. 

You are the community! 
Support your radio station. 

For information call 722-8666. 

EXCITING APARTMENTS 
River View I Mid-America Mall 

The Tower, 527-6331 
Mrs. Jolley, Resident Manager 

Managed by The GALBREATH CO., Inc. 

Diamonds Sold 
& Remounted 

All Types of Repairs 

ACCUTRON REPAIRS 

CHARLESW. COSTELLO, JR. 
JEWELERS 

STER ICK BUILDING LOBBY 
526-7880 

We've Moved! 
357 N. Main 526 -1506 

Call Us or Come By! 

earthy <EiiQlts 
MUSIC 

MEMPHIS OPERA THEATRE 
October 2 - 'Madame Butterfly' -
South Hall - 8 p.m. 

AMERICAN GUILD OF ORGANISTS 
October 4 -Purcell and Company: a 
soprano, tenor and harpsichordist, 
dressed in period costume, perform 
music by Purcell, John Dowland 
and Jan Sweelinck - 8:15 p.m. -
Calvary Church - 102 N. 2nd St.* 

EXHIBITS 
CHAMBER OF COMMERCE* 

Through October - paintings by 
Kathy Canary - lobby 

NATIONAL BANK OF COMMERCE* 
October 4 - November. 5 - bicen
tennial sketches of historic Tennes
see by Billy Price Carroll - lobby 

LECTURES/DIALOGUE 
NOONDAY BOOK REVIEWS* 
Trinity Lutheran Church, 210 
Washington, is beginning its fall series 
of book reviews. Lunch is offered 
from 11:45 to 12:50 with the reviews 
given at 12:15-12:50 p.m.* 

October 6 - 'One Day in the Life of 
Ivan Denishovich' 
October 13 - 'Trinity' 

DOWNTOWN ACTIVITIES 
FRIDAY NIGHT GAMES* 

October 8 - An evening of games, · 
cards and jigsaws in the dining room 
of First Presbyterian Church - re
freshments served-7:30p.m. 

FILM SERIES 
LYCEUM FILM THEATER-7:30p.m. 
-First National Bank Auditorium 

October 5 - 'The Bicycle Thief' 
October 12- 'The Lady Vanishes' 
October 19 - 'The Producers~ 

FRIDAY FLICS ._ 4 & 7:15 p.m. -
Peabody Library* 

October 9 - 'Fanny Bell Chapman' 
& 'Two Black Churches' 
October 15 - 'The Delhi Way• & 
'Juggernaut: A Film of India' 

CENTER FILM SOCIETY-7:30p.m. 
- UT Student Center auditorium 

October 1 - 'Cabaret' 
October 15 - 'Far From the Mad
ding Crowd' 
October 22- 'The Candidate' 

SHELBY STATE CONTINUING ED
UCATION - Midtown campus - $3 
-7:30 p.m. - discussion follows 

September 30 - 'Tutto a Posto, 
Niente in Ordine' ('All Screwed Up') 
October 7- 'Black Orpheus' 
October 14 - 'Rashomon' 
October 21- 'Grand Illusion' 
October 28 - Experimental Shorts 
November 4- 'Nothing but a Man' 

MPL-SHELBY STATE - Midtown 
campus -737 Union- 4 p.m.* 

October 2 - 'Hunchback of Notre 
Dame' 
October 9 - 'Ballad of Cable Hogg' 
October 16 - 'Of Mice and Men' 
Five shorts for children 
November 6- 'The Gold Rush' 
November 13 - 'Yellow Submarine' 

SOUTHWESTERN - Frazier J elke -
8 p.m. - $1.50 

October 10 - 'Swept Away' 
November 21 - 'The Shop on Main 
Street' 
January 16 - 'Garden of the 
Finzi..Continis' 
February 20 - 'A Murmur of the 
Heart' 
March 20 - 'Fat City' 
April 17 - 'The Discreet Charm of 
the Bourgeoisie' 
May 15- 'The Bicycle Thief' 

FIMTRAK VI - Jewish Community 
Center auditorium - $2 - 8 p.m. -
Coffee and discussion follows 

October 19- 'Lacombe Lucien' 
November 9- 'Love and Anarchy' 
December 14 - 'A Free Woman' 
January 11 - 'He stet Street' 
February 8- 'The Sel'Vant' 
March 8- 'Persona' 
April12 - 'Fireman's Ball' 
May 10 - Independent Filmmakers' 
Festival 

*FREE 



Our Man In Roma 
The City of Memphis is now in 

the process of establishing a lobbying 
office in Washington, D.C. The office, 
part of the National League of Cities' 
"Man in Washington Service," will 
represent the interests of the city 
government before congressional 
committees and executive agencies. 
It is hoped that the presence of a 
full-time representative of the city 
government in Wash~ton will help 
to increase the flow of federal money 
to the city and to enhance Memphis' 
position relative to other cities across 
the country in the competition for 
federal programs. The fmal decision 
whether to enter into a six month 
trial period with the League of Cities 
will be made by the Mayor's office 
by the end of the year. 

City Administrator Henry Evans 
made it clear that the lobbyist. will 
in no way usurp responsibilities 
presently held by Congressman Harold 
Ford or any other elected official 
now representing the interests of this 
area. "What we are doing," said Evans, 
"is buying knowledge of and expertise 
in the workings of the federal govern
ment." Evans went on to explain 
that the lobbying effort will be con
ducted by an employee of the League 
of Cities who will share his time with 
two or three other cities in the coun
try. The Memphis lobbyist could also 

MONDAY 
10 a.tn.-2 p.m. - WL YX-FM 89 -
'Waves' with Clay Yager 

Noon-3 p.m. - WSWM-FM 92 -
Michael Childress 

3 p.m. - WSWM-FM 92 - Larry 
Lipsey 

9 p.m.-Midnight - WKNO-FM 91 -
'Bandland' & 'Jazzland' with Perry 
Allen 

TUESDAY 
3 p.m.-6 p.m. - WEVL-FM 90.3 -
Travis J enk.ins 

9 p.m.-Midnight - WKNO-FM 91 
'Bandland' & 'Jazzland' 

WEDNESDAY 
Noon-3 . p.m. - WSWM-FM 92 -
Larry Miller 

2-5 p.m. - WLYX-FM 89 - Joe 
Spake 

9 p.m.-Midnight - WKNO-FM 91 
'Bandland' & 'Jazzland' 

THURSDAY 
6 p.m.-10 p.m. - WLYX-FM 89 -
'Excursions in Jazz' with Clay Yager 

9 p.m.-Midnight - WKNO-FM 91 
'Bandland' & 'J azzland' 

FRIDAY 
6-9 p.m. - WSWM-FM 92 - Larry 
Miller 

9 p.m.-Midnight - WKNO-FM 91 
'Bandland' & 'Jazzland' 

SATURDAY 
6-9 p.m. - WL YX-FM 89 - 'Jazz 
Left and Right' with Burt Hurst 

9:30-10:00 p.m. - WKNO-FM 91 -
'Jazz Revisited' 

10 p.m.-Midnight - WKNO-FM 91 -
'Bandland' & 'J azzland' 

SUNDAY 
Noon-3 p.m. - WSWM-FM 92 -Mary 
Ann Casey 

1-5 p.m. - WLYX-FM 89 - 'Jazz 
Workshop' with Joe Lowry 

9:30 p.m.-Midnight - WKNO-FM 91 
- 'Jazzland' 

represent the interests of Miami and 
Omaha. Evans pointed out, however, 
that the lobbyist would not represent 
cities with which Memphis is in com
petition. "He wouldn't represent 
Memphis and Nashville," Evans said. 

The National League of Cities is 
an organization of urban governments 
which represents the interests of 
American cities in Washington. The 
"Man in Washington Service" which 
Memphis will tale advantage of pro
vides member governments with a 
staff of urban experts who will re
view new legislation and regulations 
and see that participating city govern
ments are adequately informed of new 
proposals and programs affecting 
them. Other cities·presently associated 
with the "Man in Washington Service" 
include New Orleans, Los Angeles, 
Baltimore, Seattle, Phoenix, and Fort 
Worth. 

Both Evans and John Bakke, Con
gressman Ford's Campaign Press 
Secretary, stressed that the new office 
in Washington will represent the 
city government's interests in 
Washington. "There's a difference, 
said Bakke, "between looking out for 
the city of Memphis and the Memphis 
government. It (the new office) can't 
help but improve communication 
between the city and the federal 
governments." 

-james D. Crook 

Jazz Juice 
.In the late 60s and early 70s broad

cast jazz was relegated to the ob
scurity of a midnight show on a local 
soul station. Today the airways 
are full of this genre in all its varied 
textures and styles: Memphis is the 
beneficiary of almost fifty' hours 
of radio jazz every week. This radio 
exposure has cultivated a sizeable 
jazz audience possessing an impressive 
appreciation of its nuances and 
dynamics. 

Listeners of WL YX-FM, WKNO
FM, WEVL-FM and WSWM-FM are 
offered many of the predominate 
experiences: savoring the often ig
nored sounds of Louis Armstrong or 
Bessie Smith, being lead in and out 
of the labyrinthian modes and moods 
of Miles Davis and John Coltrane, 
or making forays into the avant-garde, 
or midi garde, of progressive jazz 
with Herbie Hancock or Chic Corea. 

Jazz is a musical compliment to 
modern urban existence. Memphis 
is fortunate to have many hours 
and a diversity of radio jazz - it 
embellishes our urban 1ife. 

-Don Donati 
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A Place To Go 
A coat hanger and some colored 

yarn have become a duster. The per
son who made the change is different 
too. He is a happier man because he 
has made something for "the first 
time in my life," and he is proud to 
have done it and Froud to share it. 

He is one o the clients at the 
Elderly Day Care Program, operated 
by The Salvation Army of Greater 
Memphis at Ben Lear Citadel, 672 
Alabama Avenue. 

The facility has been in operation 
for two and one half months. It is 
funded through Title XX and mon
itored by the Department of Human 
Services. Activities include transporta
tion, recreation, arts and crafts, 
noon meals and snacks, socialization 
and field trips. Capacity is 30 persons, 
60 years and olde:r. Fifty per cent 
must receive Supplemental Security 
Income and certification is by the 
Department of Human Services. 

These are the factual guidelines. 
Beyond them, where changes are so 
obvious, are the attitudes of care, 
concern and com~ion_shiE_ Oil_ the 
parts of the staff and the way the 
clients respond and accept them. 

"I like to do things; I like to learn 
things. It keeps my mind from going 
stale." This is how one of the women 
clients describes her feelings about 
being part of the program. Another: 
"When we get up in the morning, we 
have a place to go, where people care 
about us. We can make pretty things." 

Some of the "pretty things" in
clude painted molds of birds and 
butterflies and cross-stitching used 
with frame molds. This isn't just 
busy work for elderly hands. As well 
as being good for hand and eye co
ordination, it is an ongoing socializa
tion process. 

Mrs. Hilda Duckworth, geriatrics 
coordinator for the project, states 
that "this is a full social service 
agency. It functions that way in every 
area. The noon meal is brought by 
Project MEET (Memphis Encounters 
Eating Together), sponsored by 
Lutheran Social Services. The clients 
pay whatever they can for this meal -
5, 10, 25 cents. It's more than nutri-

tion. It's not just a hot meal but some
one to eat it with." 

Mrs. Jacqueline Walpole, director of 
Unified Social Services for The 
Salvation Army, said the facility is 
not at capacity and "we are interested 
in referrals." Brigadier Don Vend
ville, the City Commander of the 
Salvation Army in Memphis, urged 
prospective clients to seek qualifi
cation for the program. Physical 
disability is not a deterrent, added 
Mrs. Duckworth. She said they are 
able to accommodate wheelchair 
and stroke clients. 

Some of them come five days a 
week, while others only two or 
three days. In addition to social 
activities, such as movies from the 
Public Library's collection, game 
tables and puzzles, there are medical 
services available which include eye 
examinations, obtaining of glasses and 
dental appointments. Personal services 
are also included. 

Mrs. Penny Webb, geriatrics social 
worker, and Mrs. Patricia Graham, 
geriatrics a_ide, have the same kind 
of contagious enthusiasm that marks 
the direction of Mrs. Walpole and Mrs. 
Duckworth. When they move among 
the cl(ents, it is a frrst name kind of 
day with exchanges based on friend
ship and trust. Lt. James Farrell, 
officer in charge of Ben Lear Citadel, 
imparts a sense of welcome and kind
ness. 

This is the third day care center of 
its kind in Memphis. Mrs. Duck
worth said there are 16 clients d.t 
present and they spend about four 
hours a day together. "It's a marve
lous thing to see people enjoying 
themselves while they try new things;' 
she said. "If they weren't here, they'd 
be in their rooms or apartments, 
alone, with no sense of direction 
about their time. They have come 
here and learned how to do new 
things. Some times they can call up 
dormant skills and share them.'' 

It is this kind of communication 
that makes the Elderly Day Care 
Program a progressive and meaningful 
contributory part of the overall 
community. 

- Howell Pearre 

One Hope For TV 
Real to Reel is a non-profit private 

corporation which has received a grant 
from the Tennessee Committee for 
the Humanities to produce a video 
tape on "Beale Street: the Myth and 
the Reality." Anne Ricky, Real to 
Reel director, said that Beale Street, 
not the people, will be the star of the 
production. The tape will explore 
the street's /ast, its present pre
dicament an future development. 
Hopefully, the documentary will pro
vide the public and governmental 
officials alike with information that 
will be beneficial in public policy 
decisions concerning the street's 
future. 

This is the second TCH grant 
:1warded to the company. The first 
produced a documentary on Tennessee 
prisons called "Prisons: View, Review 
and Preview." The tape features inter
views with police, counselors, prison 
officials and inmates. There is exten
sive location taping at the Shelby 
County jail and at Fort Pillow. 

Video is the newest medium of 
mass communications. Equipment is 
expensive ( $2000 for a camera-tape 
recorder unit) and may be rendered 
obsolete within months of aquisition 
because of rapid development and 
expansion in the field. Images and 
sound are recorded by a camera 

directly onto a tape. For viewing, the 
tape recorder is connected to a 
television set - voila , instant replay. 
The real expense of video taping· 
begins with the equipment for editing, 
which is electronic and complex. 
However the real advantages of video 
are its immediacy and portability. 

Real to Reel, which doesn't receive 
grants every day, keeps running on 
its advantages. The company pro
duces commercial tapes for legal 
depositions, training films and selling 
real estate. These money-making 
ventures aside' the company exists 
foremost for its artistic and civic 
endeavors. - Pat Waters 



Theft being the highest form of flattery, you can imagine how I felt when I 
saw an old Center City article purloined by that prestigious paper, The Banana 
Peel. The Sunday, October 3, edition carried a photo essay on the Shrine 
Building. Overwhelmed as I was by this tidbit of superb journalism, I was gnawed 
by the worm of familiarity. Of course! David Bowman had written the piece, 
which is called "Up in the Shrine Building," for the August 18, 1975 number. 
To think-our journalistic brothers-in-arms so cherish our modest, though 
unpaid, efforts that they save old copies of Center City to peruse at their leisure. 
However, I wouldn't want our professional colleagues to run amiss of journalistic 
ethics. Though plagiarism may be the forte of every Comp I freshman, the pro
fessionals will have to step lively to delude Center City readers. - P. Waters 
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Date ____ _ 

Enclosed is my S donation ( SS 
minimum) to become a 1977 patron 
of CENTER CITY. Please mail my 
copy to: 
Name _____________ _ 

Address--------------------

Zip------------

In the future all requests to place a 
name on our mailing list must be 
accompanied by a donation to cover 
mailing expenses. 

Send to: 
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2021 Madison Avenue 

Open 11 a.m. till 10:30 p.m. 
Monday through Friday 

Open Saturday 4 till 11 :30 p.m. 
Closed Sunday 

Special Greek-food variety plate: 
Spinach pie, stuffed cabbage, pastichio, 

mousaka and souflaki 

Plan your own holiday-in-Greece party on 
Sunday with complete privacy. 

Tom Stergios, Owner 
726-6076 

EXCITING APARTMENTS 
River View I Mid-America Mall 

The Tower, 527-6331 
Mrs. Jolley, Resident Manager 

Managed by The GALBREATH CO.,Ino. 
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Ull & IANDWICHIS 
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I'% LOT BQ'U81: 
MOTOR INN DOWNTOwN 

100 North Front SttNt Mllmphm, Tenn. 38103 

THE STERICK BUILDING 

HAS 

LEADER FEDERAL SAVINGS 
& LOAN ASSOCIATION

TRAINING CENTER 
315 STERICK BUILDING 

GALLAGHER PROPERTY 
MANAGEMENT COMPANY 

1105 Sterlck Building 
8 N. Third Street 
(901) 526·3175 

FOLKLORE INDEX 
American Folklore Films and 

Videotapes: An Index has just 
been published by the Center 
for Southern Folklore. It is 
the only index of its kind which 
locates over eighteen hundred 
16mm ftlms and video tapes 
produced by major and inde
pendent filmmakers and which 
includes the entire spectrum of 
American folk traditions. The 
comprehensive catalogue has a 
subject index, a special collec
tions listing of non-circulating 
material and the addresses of 
distributors. Each entry of the 
ftlm and videotape annotations 
contains a brief description, 
date of publication/release, run
ning time and distributor. The 
index, selling for $15, is beauti
fully designed with over 170 
photographs and 338 pages. It 
is a valuable resource for any 
school or library. 

LffiERTY NEWS 
The American Civil Liberties 

Union of Tennessee is publishing 
a quarterly newspaper, The Vigil. 
It announces national and local 
ACLU publications, such as a 
handbook ofTennessee students' 
rights and responsibilities. It 
apprises the public of current 
ACLU cases in Tennessee, expli
cates some law and generally 
informs about ACLU projects. 
If you are interested, contact: 
ACLU, Suite 1501, 81 Madison 
Building. 
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DOWNTOWN ACTIVITIES 
SHOWTIME ON THE MALL - Noon 
-Commerce Square* 

October 21 - Silverhawk - folk & 
country music 
October 28 - Ballet South 

SENIOR CITIZENS LUNCH DAY 
Every Friday - Seniors can eat at 
First Presbyterian Church's Culinary 
Club for S1- 12:30 p.m. 

COLLEGE-A-RAMA - Cook Conven
tion Center* 

October 28-29 - sponsored by 
Memphis Volunteer Placement 
for high school seniors 

LECTURES/DIALOGUE 
NOONDAY BOOK REVIEWS - Tri
nity Lutheran Church- 11:45-12:50* 

October 20 - 'For Whom The Bell 
Tolls' 
October 27-'Bom Again' by Charles 
Colson 

UNITED NATIONS DAY - MSU 
student center, room 305-7:30 p.m.* 

October 25 -Panel discussion, "The 
UN in Perspective and Making Your 
Voice Heard for a Better World" 

BOOK AND AUTHOR DINNER -
Southwestern - $5 

October 26 - Sponsored by Mem
phis Public Libraries - 7 p.m. 

THEATRE 
PLAYHOUSE ON THE SQUARE 

Starting October 15 - 'Happy Birth
day Wanda June' 

CIRCUIT PLAYHOUSE 
Starting October 28 - 'The Tavern' 
by George M. Cohan 

BEALE STREET REPERTORY CO. 
Starting October 29 - 'Black Folk 
Tales' 

MUSIC 
LATE, LATE CONCERTS for Mem
phis Night People - Calvary Episcopal 

October 15 - Edwin Hubbard and 
Prana - S2 suggested donation -
10:30 p.m. 

MEMPHIS SYMPHONY ORCHES-
TRA with pianist LORIN HOL-
LANDER 

October 23 at 8:30p.m. & October 
24 at 3 p.m. - Auditorium Music 
Hall 

FILM 
LYCEUM FILM THEATRE - 7:30 
p.m. - First National Bank auditorium 

October 19 - 'The Producers' 
October 26- 'Ikiru' 
November 2- 'The Litde Foxes' 

CENTER FILM SOCIETY- UT Stu
dent Center auditorium - 7:30 p.m. 

October 15 -'Far from the Madding 
Crowd' 
October 22 - 'The Candidate' 

SHEitBY STATE - Midtown 
- Continuing Education - 7:30 p.m. 

October 21- 'Grand lliusion' 
October 28 - Experimental Shorts 

MEMPHIS PUBLIC LIBRARY -Shelby 
State - 4 p.m.* 

October 16 - 'Of Mice and Men' -
Five shorts for children 

ON THE AIR 
THE BEST OF TV MOVIES* 

October 22 - (LM-WREG) 'Stalag 
17' - wretched humor but an 
excellant performance by William 
Holden 
October 27 - (LLM-WREG) 'The 
Mouse that Roared' - Peter Sellers 
at his farcical best 
October 29 - (EM-WREG) 'Zulu' 
- a superb recreation of a bitter 
litde colonial war which accurately 
depicts the Zulu's ancient war 
strategy 

DANCE 
LOOSAHATCHIE INTERNATIONAL 
FOLK DANCERS* 

October 17 - Intermediate and Ad
vance classes-MSU center-6:30p.m. 
October 21 - Beginner's classes 
Newman Foundation-7:30p.m. 

*FREE 



The 
Wind 
Never 
Blew It 
Down 
On the front page of 
this issue are three 
pieces dedicated to 
publicizing the merits 
of a building; they are 
representative of the 
kind of architectural 
investigation Memphis 
needs. 

The October 2, 1974, issue of 
Center City carried an article entitled 
"Fingered to Fall" in which the grim 
prospects for the D. T. Porter Building 
were considered. At that time, eco
nomic conditions and owner-neglect 
appeared bent on wearing away at 
the Main Street structure; notwith
standing these threats, it had a more 
immediate and potentially damning 
adversary in an official document 
(persistently ascribed to a Marcou and 
O'Leary) outlining the phases for 
doing over Downtown. The document 
emphasized the prime location of the 
Porter and insisted that, because it 
was empty and old, it should be 

For years the Dr. D. T. Porter 
Building was one of Memphis' most 
prestigious addresses. Opened in 18 9 5, 
it was the city's first skyscraper and 
continues to testify to the energy 
and optimism of the "Gay Nineties." 
Although it no longer dominates the 
skyline as it once did, the architec
tural firm of Keith Kays and Associ
ates, along with the owners, Philip 
Belz and his family, strongly contend 
that the best days of the Porter 
Building are yet to come. 

As a fir-st step in the plans to 
breathe new life into this landmark 
structure, application has been made 
for listing on the National Register 
of Historic Places. Also underway 
are preliminary studies for converting 
the building to office condominiums. 
Space is to be sold to tenants who will 
then have the opportunity to renovate 
the interiors to meet their individual 
needs. 

Why is an old building such as this 
worth saving? The answer is to be 
found on several levels. Philosophi
cally, a mixture of old and new 
buildings within the urban fabric 
lends a sense of timeless validity to 
a city. In this harmonious coexistence 
of old and new, it is as though a dia
logue between the generations were 
being carried on. 

The Porter Building, as an eloquent 
reminder of life at Main and Court 
Square in bygone days, contributes 
an air of truly urban diversity in its 
contrast to the contemporary sim
plicity of the new Mall. Its towering 
masonry mass anchors the southwest 
corner of Court Square and 
commands the approach from the 
south. Its restrained but energetic 
facade effectively contrasts with the 
multicolored ornamentation, reminis
cent of icing on a cake, which enlivens 
the Kress Building across the street. 

replaced by a new 16-story office 
complex. As it turns out, that 
profligate compilation {$280,000 of it) 
was never wholly swallowed as a 
plan - much less as the plan - for 
Downtown redevelopment. The pitch, 
as many saw it, was little more than a 
propaganda puff and can hardly be 
thought of as more, even by 
present-day believers. But all that 
history is the stuff for a complete 
pamphlet in itself Let it be enough 
to remark that, for now, developers 
have had sufficient sense to see 
through the sleights of hand and reno
vation is winning the day over planner 
crayons and tinker toys. -G. Murley 

Architecturally, the Porter Building 
is a visual delight with its exuberant 
display of form, texture, and detail. 
Just above the second floor, a band of 
limestone wraps around the corner; 
the band relates to the scale of the 
pedestrian and emphasizes the tall 
windows of the original main banking 
room. Higher up, the eye of the ob-
server is greeted by the brick and terra 
cotta of the upper facade with its 
rich and varied arches, ornamented 
lintels and window frames, and heavy 
carved cornices. The cornice above 
the fifth-floor level originally corre
sponded to the prevailing height of 
the other buildings along Main Street 
and Court Square - a gesture of 
respect for and recognition of its 
somewhat less glamourous neighbors. 
The summit, at the juncture of 
building and sky, is celebrated as an 
architectural event. Here is located 
the once-elegant twelfth-floor pent
house with its Corinthian columns. 
At the roof level the cornices and 
balustrades mark th~ location of the 
original roof-garden and observation 
deck, which were major tourist 
attractions in turn-of-the-century 
Memphis. 

Surely the architect, the 
well-known Edward C. Jones, felt 
a sense of exhilaration and freedom 
in the design of the north and west 
facades. Perhaps this was due to the 
steel skeleton which relieved the 
masonry skin of its structural duties. 
By contrast, however, the east and 
south facades are virtually blank. 
This seems curious until one realizes 
that Jones no doubt anticipated that 
the Porter Building would be the 
first of many skyscrapers along Main 
and Court Streets and intentionally 
left these facades windowless to 
accommodate future high-rise next
door neighbors. 

Memphis' original skyscraper was 
first described in The Commercial 
Appeal of February 24, 1895. The 
bank went out of business on March 
9, 1899, and the building was sold 
soon after for $17 5,000 to the Porter 
family as a memorial to Dr. D. T. 
Porter. Dr. Porter was the first presi
dent of the Taxing District and the 
man who led the city back to full 
economic and cultural recovery 
through a series of progressive policies 
in the 1880's. 

The new building being erected 
on the corner of South Court 
and Main Streets is a skeleton 
steel construction, strictly fire 
proof and twelve stories, in
cluding a basement and an 
observatory. It will have two 
high-speed electric elevators, will 
be heated with hot water, and 
will have a new and improved 
mail chute with delivery on 
each floor for the convenience 
of the tenants. The wood work 
will be of oak. All the corridors 
will have tile floors and marble 
wainscoting. The floors of all the 
offices will be laid in white 
maple. The entire building will 

The passing of the years, while 
taking its toll on the interiors of the 
Porter Building, has failed to obliter
ate numerous traces of the original 
character. In the former main banking 
room, now a wig shop, the red marble 
wainscoting, mosaic tile floor, and 
ornate Corinthian columns remain. 
The dramatic open stairwell with its 
wrought iron railings and skylight 
illumination also remains. 

Construction feasibility studies 
show that renovation efforts will 
need to concentrate on mechanical 
systems and interior changes which 
will result in the building exceeding 
the requirements of fire and building 
codes. In addition the masonry 
facade will be cleaned and new tinted 
glass windows will be installed. An 
important part of the design approach 
is the recognition that the original 
nineteenth century interior finishes 
and fixtures cannot and should not 
be duplicated. Those which have 
survived will be carefully restored. 
In cases where fixtures and finishes 
have vanished, however, they will 
be replaced by compatible contem
porary versions which are in keeping 
with the elegant, restrained spirit 
of the originals. 

The guiding philosophical concept 
in the renovation of the Porter 
Building is the belief that true pro
gress does not entail the destruction 
of worthy and useful aspects of a 
community's past. Rather, there exists 
a civic duty to preserve those elements 
of our architectual heritage which 
still contribute to the vitality of the 
city. It is with this potential in mind 
that the Porter Building will be 
given a chance to once more take its 
place at the heart of what promises 
to become a vibrant, healthy and 
prosperous Downtown. 

-]ames Floyd Williamson 
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be supplied with combined gas 
and electric fixtures. The win
dows will be of plate glass. In the 
first two stories the material 
is to be Alabama limestone, and 
the balance of granite, brick 
and buff terra cotta. The roof is 
to be fitted for a summer garden 
and observatory.... The total 
height of the building will be 
163 feet. The whole weight 
of the edifice will be carried by 
the steel structure, making each 
separate story self-supporting. It 
will have ... broad stairways of 
ornamental iron running to the 
top. The lavatories will have the 
latest improved plumbing, with 
white Italian marble wainscoting 
and encaustic tile floors.... The 
building is being equipped with 
a hot water heating apparatus .... 
This building is the highest in 
the world heated by water. 

- The Commercial Appeal 

The excerpts reprinted here are 
abundantly supportive of architect 
Keith Kays' ambitions to get the 
Porter Building on the National 
Register of Historic Places. 

- David Bowman 

Playhouse 
Shoots 
The Works 

Kurt Vonnegut, Jr.'s didactic farce, 
Happy Birthday, Wanda june, has 
opened at Playhouse on the Square, 
where it will run nightly, except 
Mondays and Tuesdays, through 
November 13. 

This is the story of how Harold 
Ryan (John Molloy), adventurer, 
nimrod, despoiler of women, tough 
guy, is undone as king of the moun
tain. He and his babbling, high-strung 
partner, Looseleaf Harper (Mark 
Johnson), have just returned from an 
eight-year jaunt through Africa, 
bringing home a pocketful of rough 
diamonds. Their families, having had 
no word from them in eight ]ears, 
have pronounced them dead an have 
adjusted their life styles accordingly. 
Looseleaf's wife has remarried an 
accountant. Ryan's wife has become 
engaged to the family doctor, Nor bert 
Woodly. Ryan's daughter, Wanda June 
(Cindy Moore), has just been run 
over by a truck on her birthday and 
whisked off to heaven. 

Ryan's re-adjustment to civiliza
tion, and its to him, are the action of 
the play. This cameo Hemingway has 
found that civilization has run out 
of room for the likes of Harold Ryan. 
When this is brought home to him 
in a confrontation with the 
peace-loving, violin-playin_g Dr. 
Woodly, Ryan takes the rifle which 
has been pointed at Woodly and most 
of the audience and retires to the next 
room - there to blow his brains out. 
But unlike his prototype, he shortly 
returns to say he missed. 

(Continued on back page) 



PLAYHOUSE SHOOTS IT 
(Continued from front page) 

All of this is viewed from an up
stage platform, which is heaven, by 
Wanda June and two other heavenly 
bodies, Seigfreid von Konigswald, the 
beast of Yugoslavia, and Mildred, 
Ryan's former wife. From heaven 
they rhapsodize about their undoings 
and about the shuffleboard games. 
All they do in heaven is play shuffle
board. 

This is the second time around for 
Happy Birthday which was last seen 
at Circuit's Theatre II just over a 
year ago. It would have been better 

MoviesMoviesMm 
MARATHON MAN 

Screenplay by William Goldman 
Directed by john Schlesinger 

Laurence 0 livier, wearing a hairnet 
and holding an umbrella, is in a 
canoe being conveyed down a 
Uruguayan river on his way to New 
York to do dirty things to Dustin 
Hoffman. Diamonds are what Olivier 
is after and information about wanted 
Nazis is what he trades for them in 
the secrets market subscribed to by 
various governments and their terror 
agencies. Roy Scheider is one of the 
agents involved with a group called 
The Division, which takes care of 
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to let the dead lie. Vonnegut is a 
poor dramatist and little more as a 
humorist. Despite its occasional wit, 
the play is loaded with simplistic 
didacticism which is tiresome, un
original, and no longer fashionable. 

Nevertheless, Vonnegut fans will 
enjoy this production. The acting 
is generally good, especially Johnson 
who, as Looseleaf, brings laughter 
to the house and vitality to the 
character. John Dunavent, one of the 
best character actors among us, is 
aptly suited to the part of the 
mephitic Nazi, von Konigswald. 
Molloy, as the brachycephalic Ryan, 

what the F.B.I. and C.I.A. either 
won't or can't do. He is Hoffman's 
brother and his spectacularly messy 
death in Hoffman's arms is what 
brings Olivier from hiding in South 
America. He thinks Hoffman has 
been told something by his dying 
brother. No matter that he hasn't. 
Olivier sets about to torture Hoffman 
with dental equipment, a scene 
that sends one's skin on a crawling 
expedition. 

William Goldman has adapted his 
novel with a cinematic eye toward 
compression, managing to get in a 
lot of the flesh and all of the bones, 
but the plot is complex and the 
characters literally fall apart at the 
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confines his portrayal to rages, grunts, 
sneers and grimaces, which is just 
all anyone can do with a character 
written to simulate a gorilla. 

What can be faulted is the casual 
handling of the rifle in the play. 
Whether this is the folly of the actors 
or aquiescence to that of director 
Gene Wilkins, it is inexcusable. 
Looking into the barrel of a gun 
makes a lot of people uneasy. So, 
to those who do not share Wilkins' 
complacence about frrearms, but are 
Vonnegut fans anyway, I commend 
this production. But keep low. 

- Chris Ellis 

slightest probing. 
John Schlesinger . has directed 

Marathon Man as if it were great 
literature. He has succeeded in making 
it look and move much better than 
Goldman's script would indicate. The 
subtleties of guilt and remorse and the 
difficulty of identifying one's role in 
the current world are reflected in the 
anguish he gets from Hoffman. 

Marathon Man is a violent film, 
with a great deal of gore, garroting, 
shooting and slashing. The violence 
has meaning within the boundaries 
of the story, which makes it accept
able on that limited level. 

-Howell Pearre 
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ear1hy cEiidlts 
DOWNTOWN ACTIVITIES 

CHAMBER OF COMMERCE-lobby* 
November - weaving by Wanda 
James 

GREEK NIGHT 
November 7 -Greek drink, food & 
entertainment·- Holiday Inn River
mont - 6 p.m. 'tll-$15-327-8177 

LECTURES/DIALOGUE 
CONTEMPO '76* 

November 9 -Beginning Genealogy 
- Cossitt-Goodwyn Libraries -
12:15 p.m. 

NOONDAY BOOK REVIEWS - Tri
nity Lutheran Church- 11:45-12:50* 

November 3 - 'The Ulyseean Adult' 
November 10 - 'Escape from Evll' 

THEATRE 
PLAYHOUSE ON THE SQUARE 

Through November 13 - 'Happy 
Birthday, Wanda June' 

CIRCUIT PLAYHOUSE 
Through November 28 - 'The 
Tavern' by George M. Cohan 

BEALE ST. REPERTORY COMPANY 
Through November 21- 'Black Folk 
Tales' 

MUSIC 
FRIENDS OF MUSIC* 

November 1 - Linda Childress, so
prano; Billy Christian, organist - 8 
p.m. - Idlewild Presbyterian Church 

MEMPHIS OPERA THEATRE 
November 4 & 6 - 'Turandot' -
Auditorium South Hall - 8 p.m. 

BEETHOVEN CLUB 
November 5 - Mexico Folklorico -
Auditorium South Hall - 8 p.m. 

CABARET EVENING 
November 6 - Ian and Caroline 
Mitchell-7:30p.m. 

FILM 
LYCEUM FILM THEATER - 7:30 
p.m. - First National Bank auditorium 

November 2- 'The Little Foxes' 
November 9 - '42nd Street' 
November 16 - 'Best Years of Our 
Lives' 

CONTEMPO '76 - Cossitt-Goodwyn 
Libraries- 12:15 p.m.* 

November 2 - 'Women in Manage
ment' 

FRIDAY FLICS ..:. 4 & 7:15 p.m. -
Peabody Library auditorium* 

November 5 - 'Touchdown!'; 'May
hem on a Sunday Afternoon'; For
ever Football' 
November 12 - 'American People In 
WWII' & 'Memphis Belle' 

MPL-SHELBY STATE - Midtown 
campus - 4 p.m.* 

November 16- 'The Gold Rush' 
November 13 - 'Yellow Submarine' 

SHELBY STATE CONTINUING ED
UCATION SERIES - Midtown 
campus - 7:30 p.m. 

November 4 - 'Nothing But A Man' 
CENTER FILM SOCIETY - UT 
Student Center auditorium-7:30p.m. 

November 12 -'The Garden of the 
Finzi-Continis' 

ON THE AIR 
THE BEST OF TV MOVIES* 

November 5 - (LM-WREG) 'Night 
of the Following Day' - a tight, 
edgy crime Him with superb per
formances from Brando, Rita Moreno 
and Richard Boone 
November 5 - (LLM-WREG) 'The 
Big Heat' - Whatever romance is 
attached to cops and crime is shat
tered. Watch Gloria Grahame steal 
every scene. 
November 10 - (EM-WREG) 'Sa
brina' - intelligent fairy tale - see 
Bogie charmed by a French elf 
November 10 - (LM-WREG) 'King 
Rat' - a prisoner of war f:alm that is 
neither heartwarming nor fun, just 
bitter 
November 13- (LM-WREG) 'Topaz' 
- the nadir of Hitchcock's career 

*FREE 

A SCIENCE FICTION CLUB 
Call Greg Bridges - 458-1596 

140 EastvieW' 38111 



Solomon, Fetch Your Sword 
The occasionally acrimonious, temporarily shelved dispute among members of 

the Board of Education over ability grouping reveals a far deeper split in educa
tional philosophies and ~soals. Because Board members arguing the merits of 
ability grouping have different goals in mind, the argument itself is futile, for a 
method which would further the ends of one group would frustrate and obstruct 
the ends of the other. 

Those who favor ability grouping appear to view the primary function of the 
public schools as education -providing instruction in the basic academic skills. 
Those opposed to ability grouping appear to see the primary function as social
ization - the development of the whole person. 

Theoretically there is no reason that these two,oals should be incompatible, 
but in practice they often are. Those in favor o socialization often are con
cerned with the development of the deprived child and believe that tht! public 
schools should provide a unique environment where children of all races and 
socio-economic levels may mingle, thereby affording the lower class child 
a chance for upward mobility through association with children educationally 
and economically better off. Therefore, any educational method which separates 
one group from another- however briefly - is viewed with suspicion as a plot 
to keep the deprived child from ever achieving upward mobility. 

Developing the whole person - deprived or not- is a rather vague concept 
which in practice requires the wisest, most sensitive and liberally educated of 
teachers. Lamentably, such superior beings are rarely, if ever, to be found 
in the public schools or anywhere else. Think how much simpler the task and 
how much more easily it is accomplished, if the teacher is charged only with 
developing the child's reading ability or with teaching him to add and subtract. 

Because of the current emphasis in teachers' colleges on methodology rather 
than substantive knowledge, many teachers are educationally unequipped them
selves to give adequate instruction in reading and writing standard English and 
fundamental mathematics. Consequently, the deprived child is further deprived 
when he graduates from high school without even a rudimentary knowledge of 
the basic skills without which he has no hope of ever getting a job, much less 
of developing as a whole person. 

Developing the whole person is certainly an admirable goal, but one which 
should not and cannot be shouldered by the school system. For all too often 
the possible accomplishments are sacrificed in an attempt to do the impossible. 
Board members need to put aside their favorite educational and sociological 
theories and set goals for the city system which are realistic in terms oj the 
community need for a literate populace and of the limited resources of school 
personnel. -Eleanor Bowman 

Cathedral Players Revived 
In the spring of 197 5 a drama 

group, the Cathedral Players, was 
organized at St. Mary's Episcopal 
Cathedral, 700 Poplar Avenue. Many 
were glad to see the Players' revival, 
for a similar group existed at the 
Cathedral some lears before. The 
reorganization o the group was 
spearheaded by Jay Williams who 
since 197 5 has devoted numerous 
hours to ensuring its success. 

The two most successful produc
tions by the Players were God's 
Trombones, presented as part 
of the Cathedral Easter Festival, 
and A Christmas Carol by Charles 
Dickens. The Dickens play was flrst 
given last Christmas, both in the 
Cathedral and at Playhouse on 
the Square. The response was so 
favorable that the play is to be 
repeated this year - hopefully the 
beginning of a Christmas tradition. 

All of the productions are given at 
least one performance in the 

WRATH 
MY COW O'LEER Y' S PLAN 
FOR A GREATER MEMPHIS 

My cow 0' Leery claims to be de
scended from the famous cow of Mrs. 
O'Leary's that started the Chicago 
ftte. O'Leery explains that her relative 
was the fttst great American redevel
oper; the fire cleared out acres and 
acres of old buildings and allowed 
Louis Sullivan and the.,. other Chicago 
architects to do a whole new city. 

"It's in my blood," says O'Leery. 
"I'm a planner. Let me tell you my 
plan for a Greater Memphis. When I 
was just a heifer, I dreamed of cities 
with trees and grassy pastures. When I 
heard about Urban Renewal, I 
thought they'd got the right idea: get 
rid of the old buildings and turn the 
land back to pasture. But now I· see 
that's silly; you don't need all this 
grazing space. I'm an urban cow; I 

Cathedral itself. However, the Players 
are eager to perform elsewhere in the 
city and will do so upon request. All 
performances are--ttee, but the 
audiences are invited to contribute to 
a fund to pay the operating expenses 
of the group. 

The next presentation by the 
Players will also be their most ad
venturous. The play, A Sleep of 
Prisoners by Christopher Fry, con
cerns four prisoners of war who fmd 
that their prison is an old church. 
The play is a psycholt?gical probing of 
the characters who fall asleep and act 
out their fantasies whilst they dream. 
The play is directed by Allen Mullikin, 
a veteran of Circuit Playhouse. In 
addition, the cast includes 
Chris Ellis, David Gable, and David 
Perry. There will be two performances 
of the play at St. Mary's Cathedral on 
Friday, November 19, at 8:00 p.m.and 
on Sunday, November 25, at 5:00p.m. 

- David Gable 

get my lunch at fast-feed stores and 
my shade from skyscrapers. Acres of 
cool concrete - that's what makes 
great cities." 

We left the vacant weed-grown 
blocks of Beale and went onto the 
Mall. Her bell clanked t echoing off 
the empty buildings. 

"Nobody here! Must be because 
there's no place to park. Get rid of 
some of this Victorian brick and put 
up a parking garage with about 
3000 spaces. Parking garages don't 
have to be ugly; you just make them 
look like something else. Barnst 
maybe.", 

Then she clop-clopped down the 
pavement weaving in and out of the 
concrete toadstools and horse-troughst 
across Madison, past the Porter 
Building and paused at Court Square 
to wait for me. 

"These trees are okay, I guess, 
though I hate to kowtow to tradition 
in anything; that fountain, for 
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'The Tavern' Is Tipsy, 
But The 'Tales' Terrific 

Black Folk Tales at the Beale 
Street Repertory Company is one of 
the best evenings in town. 
Adapter-director Deborah Hardin has 
made Julius Lester's versions of 
heavenly intervention in the animal 
world a marvelously vivid and enter
taining st~e piece. With the ad
vantages of more playing area and in
creased seating space, the Beale 
Street Company has launched its 
second season with a beautifully 
mounted ensemble work that is a 
joy to see. 

There are many good performances 
but the most notable are those by 
T. C. Sharp as Rabbit, Veela 
Sengstacke as Hawk and Debbie 
Glass as Bird. Sharp is quick and 
assertivet hopping about and generally 
commanding the situation as he tries 
to fathom the puzzle and terror of a 
new animal called Man. Miss 
Sengstacke and Miss Glass convey 
the gliding and floating movements 
of birds, alternately serene and 
elated. Leroi Henderson and Jennie 
Morris are · narrators of and partici
pants in tlleCreation and its flow of 
eventst including How the Snake 
Got His Rattles and How God Made 
Butterflies. Miss Hardin also has 
choreographed some appealingly 

LET'S HAVE ONE MORE ROUND! 

A public hearing regarding I-40 
and Overton Park is going to be 
held Tuesday, November 23, at 
the Holiday Inn Rivermont in 
Holiday Hall. Presiding will be 
John Barnum, Deputy Secretary 
of Transportation. The format 
will be as follows: 10-11 a.m. -
elected offlcials favoring construc
tion; 11-12 p.m. - those officials 
opposed; 2-3 p.m. - representa
tives of civic groups favoring con
struction; 3-4 p.m. - those op-

example, gives me the Hebe-jeebies. 
But this place could be really nice, if 
you got rid of all these decrepit 
buildings" -indicating the Porter 
Building, Gerber's, the West Court 
Apartments, and everything else 
around Court Square - "you could 
put up 30- or 40-story buildings that 
would shade this area all day long, 
just like Wall Street." She switched 
her tail towards the 100 N. Main 
Building, with its neon UP on top. 
"That's what Memphis needs more 
of. That's real class: no bull." 

My cow 0' Leery was clearly ftted 
up. The spot seemed to summon all 
her most beautiful aspirations. 

"Here," she said, heading towards 
Confederate Park, "I'd rip all this out, 
both sides, and put in a shopping 
galleria, glassed-over, of course, with 
banks of offlces and little cowtrails 
winding up the slopes, and more little 
cowtralls meandering down to the 
river, maybe neatly terraced off in 

appropriate danc~s. 
The costumes by Everna Andrews 

and the makeup design by Johnny 
Jackson are two of the most stunning 
aspects of the entire production. 
The Hawk's black and white makeup 
is stark and vivid and the overall 
costuming is appropriately lively and 
well-balanced. Black Folk Tales is an 
especially good evening for family 
theatregoing. It is an exciting lesson in 
stagecraft as well as an interesting 
approach to familiar material. 

tttttt 
Melodrama wears less well than 

other theatrical extremes, particularly 
when it was double-tread in its initial 
outing. George M. Cohan's The 
Tavern, the current production at. the 
Circuit Playhouse, started as a jibe at 
excessive dramas and time has con
siderably worn the edges thin in its 
50 plus years of existence. It has 
the traditional elements of a rain
storm at night, a madwoman in the 
woodshed, young love thwarted at 
every turn, a patriarchal landlord 
and a clutch of travelers and assorted 
types. who confound the plot with a 
variety of narrative that eventually 
comes unraveled. 

It runs through November 28. 
- Howell Pearre 

posed. Each speaker will be allowed 
10 minutes and time to respond 
to questions posed by Mr. Barnum. 
Written presentations by any in
terested persons may be submitted 
directly to Mr. Barnum ( 400 
Seventh Street, S.W., Washington, 
D.C. 20590, and indicate "I-40 
Presentation" on the envelope), 
to be received not later than 
November 30, 1976. 

Copies of the Environmental 
Impact Study are now available 
at every branch of the public 
library. 

concrete, maybe a whole 4000- or 
5000-space parking garage underneath 
here, maybe apartments - expensive 
enough to keep out the cockroaches -
running down the terracing, maybe 
some rapid-transit under there, or a 
sixteen-lane expressway, or some 
transportation-mode change. terminals 
- isn't that what the Steering Com
mittee calls them? - so you can leave 
your car and take a People-Mover or 
something like that to where you 
work!" 

My reminder that Confederate Park 
and all the land west of Front Street 
belonged to the people of Memphis 
didn't faze her at all; "You wouldn't 
let yourselves be cowed by a lawsuit 
would you? So what if some citizens 
sued? The city's got powers of 
eminent domain, doesn't it? All it 
has to do is condemn its own land!" 

She gazed out over the moonlit 
river, calf-eyed, pleased with her 

(Continued on back page) 



Double 
Parked 

For the Blues go hear Big 
Sam at the piano Friday and 
Saturday nights 7 -midnight at 
the Shanty Inn. He is backed 
by Fred Sanders on electric 
guitar. But the man to hear is 
Evan Bradshaw on saxophone; 
he is quiet and unobtrusive 
because that sax says it all. 
The atmosphere is quiet and 
relaxed, just right for the 
"onliest Blues in town." 

The Independent Artists of 
Memphis are having their frrst 
group showing; their work will 
be on exhibit at the Shrine 
Building, Front and Monroe, and 
at 1698 Union (between Ever
green and Belvedere) through 
December. On Union they share 
space with three craftsmen: 
James Williams and Lourda 
Jimenez, who carve ivory and do 
scrimshaw, and Frank Shook, a 
goldsmith. 
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Where are the grits of yester
year? 

Fabian's is that little touch 
of Europe which replaced the 
genuine article, Burkle's, a neigh
borhood restaurant which at
tracted everyone from itinerates 
to city council members (are 
the two mutually exclusive?). 
The decor is McDonald's Inter
national; every aspect of age, 
local color and character has 
been eradicated. I have been 
told redecoration is imminent. 
The waiters are reminiscent of 
The Phantom of the Opera: 
they lurk about, mumble and 
make slow torturous journeys. 

But accoutrements aside, the 
food is the thing. The 40¢ 
beignets are pleasant, the 45¢ 
poached pears with cream 
superb, and the 35¢ cafe• au lait 
decidedly not of Cafe• du 
Monde. I shall return for lunch; 
the $1.85 combination of 
quiche, salad and petite marmite 
sounds promising. I don't wish 
Fabian's ill, but why did an 
authentic Midtown gathering 
place which served inexpensive 
yet tasty Southern food have to 
be sacrificed for some bourgeois 
replica of European chic? 

2021 Madison Avenue 

Open 11 a.m. till 10:30 p.m. 
Monday through Friday 

Open Saturday 4 till 11 :30 p.m. 
Closed Sunday 

Pastichio, Mousaka & Souflaki 

Mondays & Tuesdays: Special rates for 
10 or more 

Plan your own holiday-in-Greece party on 
Sunday with complete privacy. 

Tom Stergios, Owner 
726-6075 

EXCITING APARTMENTS 
River View I Mid-America Mall 

The Tower, 527-6331 
Mrs. Jolley, Resident Manager 

Managed by The GALBREATH CO., Inc. 

P:E:t.OT BOUSE 
MOTOR INN DOWNTOwN 

100 North Front Street Memphis, Tenn. 38103 

THE STERICK BUILDING 

HAS 

U.S. NAVY 

RECRUITING COMMAND 
Suite 1206 

Sterick Building 

GALLAGHER PROPERTY 
MANAGEMENT COMPANY 

11 OS Sterick Building 
8 N. Third Street 
(901) 526·3175 

MY COW O'LEERY'S PLAN 
(Continued from front page) 

vision, casting about for some way 
to cap her plan with something 
spectacular. 

"Mud Island doesn't need baseball 
diamonds, picnic tables, playing fields, 
or nature trails," she said, excited, 
pawing the turf by Jeff Davis' statue. 
"Mud Island needs a grand monu
ment, a multi-million dollar mauso
leum for amusement of the dead like 
the Pharoahs used to build for them
selves, but make it a first-rate crowd 
catcher, like Lenin's Tomb, with the 
ghost of Mark Twain to lead you 
around!'' 

Saying this, my cow O'Leery 
tossed her head, raucously ringing 
her bell, and rolled around on the wet 
grass, totally knocked out with her 
own ideas. - David Bowman 

"GOD, GIVE US MEN" 
God, give us men, A time like this demands 
Strong minds, great hearts, true faith and 

ready hands 
Men whom the lust of office does not kill; 
Men whom the spoils of office cannot buy; 
Men who possess opinions and a will; 
Men who have honor; Men who will not lie; 
Men who can stand before a demagogue 
and damn his treacherous flatteries without 

winking; 
Tall men, sun crowned, who live above the fog 
In public duty and In private thinking; 
for while the rabble, thou their thumb-worn 

creeds, 
Their large professions and their little deeds, 
Mingle In selfish stride, Freedom weeps 
Wrong rules the land and waiting Justice 

sleeps 
Andrew J~~ektion Statue, 1834, In th• 
corridor of th• Courthoust~, 2nd & Adem• 

''· ,.,,~ .. ' 
HI.IJF: PRINT 

ART SUPPLY CO. 
!SINCE 19131 

Mon. thru Fri. 

&... Saturday 

8:30-5 p.m. 

planned parenthood~ . 
for ~ 

MALES and FEMALES 
who want 

Complete Personalized Medical Care 
for 

FAMILY PLANNING 
(901) 525-0591 

Planning because YOU care. 

Diamonds Sold 
& Remounted 

All Types of Repairs 

ACCUTRON REPAIRS 

CHARLES W. COSTELLO, JR. 
JEWELERS 

STERICK BUILDING LOBBY 
526-7880 

We"ve Moved! 
357 N. Main 526-1506 

Call Us or Come By! 

ear1hy cEiiQlts 
DOWNTOWN EXHffiiTS 

NATIONAL BANK OF COMMERCE 
-lobby* 

November - 'Seeing the Unseen' -
high-speed stroboscopic photographs 

CHAMBER OF COMMERCE-lobby* 
November - weaving by Wanda 
James 

DOWNTOWN ACTIVITIES 
THE ORPHEUM (old Malco Theatre)* 

November 18 -Women for Memphis 
is sponsoring a slide presentation and 
commentary by Albert Sewell, III, 
president of the new Memphis 
Development Foundation, a non
profit organization interested in the 
redevelopment of Downtown. An 
organ concert will follow Mr. 
Sewell's presentation. 10:30 a.m. 

CRAFTS FAIR - UT Student Center* 
November 18-19- 8 a.m.-6 p.m. 

MID-SOUTH ARTS AND CRAFTS 
SHOW - Cook Convention Center
Main Hall 

November 19- noon-9 p.m. 
November 20-21 - 10 a.m.-6 p.m. 

LECTURES/DIALOGUE 
NOONDAY BOOK REVIEWS-Trinity 
Lutheran Church-11:45-12:50 p.m.* 

November 17 - '1876' by Gore 
Vidal 

MUSIC 
MEMPHIS SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA 
-Auditorium Music Hall 

November 20 - 8:30 p.m. 
November 21 -3:00p.m. 

LATE LATE CONCERTS - Calvary 
Episcopal Church-10:30 p.m. 

November 19 -Barbara Perry Wright 
& the Lambert Church of God in 
Christ Choir - $2 per person sug
gested donation 

FILM 
LYCEUM FILM THEATER-7:30p.m. 
-First National Bank Auditorium 

November 16 - 'The Best Years 
of Our Lives' - William Wyler's 
drama of veterans returning home 
from WWII, a moving portrayal of 
a generation which spent its youth 
at war - won seven Oscars 
November 23 - 'The Rules of the 
Game' - Jean Renoir's masterpiece 
about a decadent social structure 
near collapse - banned in France 
until after WWII 
November 30- 'Red Dust'- Harlow 
in heat 

FRIDAY FLICS-4 & 7:15 p.m. -
Peabody Library auditorium* 

November 19 - 'We Shall Never 
Surrender' & 'Victory at Sea' 

CENTER FILM SOCIETY - UT 
Student Center auditorium - 7:30 
p.m. 

November 12 - 'The Garden of the 
Finzi..Continis' 

SOUTHWESTERN -Frazier-} elke - 8 
8p.m. 

November 21 - 'The Shop on Main 
Street' 

MPL-SHELBY STATE - Midtown 
Campus - 4 p.m.* 

November 13 - 'Yellow Submarine' 

ON THE AIR 
BEST OF TV MOVIES* 

November 15 - (LLM-WREG)-'The 
Eagle and the Hawk' - one of 
Hollywood's few anti-war fllms -
The bravura and absurdity of WWI 
are stunningly captured by Carole 
Lombard and Frederick March. 
Novemper 17 - (EM-WREG)-'On 
the Waterfront' - Brando tran-
scendent • 
November 17 - (LLM-WREG)
'Story of Louis Pasteur' - Paul 
Muni is painstaking as the modern 
scientist who battles medievalism. 
November 18 ""7 (LLM-WREG) -
'Min and Bill' - Wallace Beery and 
Marie Dressler 
November 23 - (EM-WREG) -
'Accident' - Sinister decadence of 
the 60s as written by Pinter and 
played by Dirk Bogarde - 'Thou 
blind man's mark, thou fool's 
self-chosen sn~e' 

*FREE 



Women In Business 
HIGH RENT: DOWNTOWN'S FOLLY IS MAMIE'S BANE 

CENTER CITY: How long have you 
been in business and how did you 
get started? 
MAMIE GAMMON: I got into busi
ness by accident. I was working at 
a lady's place when someone from 
the Junior League asked me to cook 
for one of their functions. I then 
went to the First Methodist Church 
and stayed there three years. I came 
to the Wolf River Club in 1962. . 
CC: Haven't you been looking for 
a Downtown location in which to 
open a restaurant? Your business 
manager has pursued several leads, 
hasn't he? What has been your biggest 
problem? 
GAMMON: My biggest problem has 
been with individuals not institutions. 
I can't find a place and when I do, the 
landlord asks too much rent. 
CC: Did you apply to the National 
Business League? 
GAMMON: I went to see them and 
I got the feeling they wanted me to 
be established. The man said, "You 
know the richest people in town, 
just ask the people you know for 
$1500." 
CC: Which of course means you'd 
no longer be in control - you'd be 
responsible to a multitude of in
vestors. Have you applied for a 
loan? 
GAMMON: No, I considered selling 
my house; it is paid for. I paid the 
balance early, in 18 months, and 
didn't get a good credit rating because 
of that. I paid early and it damaged 
my credit, can you imagine? Well, 
it's the only house I have; it's security 
so I decided not to sell. I haven't 
tried the banks. I raised what cash 
money I have to invest. I even bought 
a $1000 salad- -service and steam table 
I was so sure we would be settled in a 
place. They're in storage now. 
CC: What has been your major pro
blem in getting a building? 
GAMMON: They are asking too much 
rent, $600 to $1500 a month with 
no improvements. One man told me 
he'd just as soon let it sit there for tax 
purposes. We were ready to move into 
that restaurant in the William Len 
Hotel. They're going to tear the 
hotel down; we could put up a wall 
and they'd tear it down around us. 
The location had everything -
adequate restrooms, a stove, a walk-in 
refrigerator and new wiring. They 
even offered the building rent-free 
for a year or two if we'd clean it up. 
But the Health Inspector said I'd 

Buffoed Again 
Much of the appeal of opera is 

the spectacle that is presented on 
stage. This is especially true in the 
case of an opera like Turandot which 
was presented by the Memphis Opera 
Theatre on November 4 and 6. When 
the spectacle is missing, the perfor
mance can fall flat - which was 
almost what happened in this pro
duction. 

MOT has certainly taken a step 
b~ckward in its visual presentation 
this year. The set for Turandot, as 
well as Madama Butterfly, was of 
extremely poor quality. They would 
have been acceptable in the Memphis 
of ten years ago, but not now. 

The stage direction of the usually 
imaginative David Morelock was 
hampered by the sets which con
sisted of a flight of steps and drops. 
The monotony of the parallel move
ments of the chorus quickly became 
tiring. Nor were all the movements 
of the chorus and principals motivated 

have to tear the walls out and put 
in whole new fireproofmg. It has 
the decorator wood in it. There was 
a restaurant operating there pre
viously. It just seems so one.:sided 
that new businesses are opening and 
are using even more decorator wood. 
CC: You want to locate hear Madison, 
right? It's the heart of the business 
district and you'd get all the 
north-south cross traffic. There are 
so many vacant buildings. What about 
Anderton's across the street? 
GAMMON: They want $1700 a 
month for that. We looked at the 
Curtain Shop on Court but the bank 
where my manager works is the 
trustee and refused us. I don't think 
it is me. Somebody's just sitting on 
Downtown. They can't afford two 
lemons. They've built that Convention 
Center and· the Mall - it has to work. 
But somebody knows what's coming. 
CC: Waiting on Downtown to boom? 
You would certainly be an attraction 
to Downtown; you have a city-wide 
reputation. What kind of restaurant 
do you want to open? 
GAMMON: I have had so many 
ask for private parties. When Mahalia 
Jackson's was open, I had a banquet 
room. I also carried food into the 
Peabody Hotel and the ! Fontaine 
House. I cooked for the Symphony 
and Opera parties but now they have 
a food service. I've had a party 
booked all summer but no place to 
give it. I need a place for private 
functions at night and where I can 
serve lunch to the public. 
CC: How many employees do you 
have? 
GAMMON: I have none on a day to 
day basis. I have three other caterers 
I can call-; as well as wait-ers and bar.:
tenders. I have no everyday base from 
which to operate. If I have too much 
to do, I can just turn the whole job 
over to someone else. If I had my own 
place, I could contract out the jobs. 
CC: You mean you could operate 
as an agency and get a commission 
on the jobs? 
GAMMON: Yes. 
CC: Do you have any advice for 
women going into business? 
GAMMON: Stick to it, maybe it will 
work. When I first started, you'd 
be surprised how many doors were 
closed. It hasn't been hard for me; 
people have been in my corner. I 
had no special training; whatever 
has been accomplished has been 
through God's grace. 

by the plot, and several movements 
were completely out of character for 
Turandot. 

Once the chorus settled into the 
opera their singing was good, but this 
did not happen until the entrance 
of Turandot in the second act. If 
the MOT is ever to be a fttst rate 
opera company, the chorus must 
be trained to sing their lines with 
conviction. The fact that the chorus 
was singing phonetically was readily 
apparent. 

The two performances were ex
citingly conducted by Robert Griffith 
of the MSU music faculty. His feel 
for the music was evident from the 
opening chord and his concern for 
both prin~ipals and chorus led to an 
ensemble performance rarely experi
enced at the MOT. The roles of 
Turandot and Cali( were beautifully 
sung by Earlene Ballard and Herman 
Malamood of the New York City 
Opera. (Continued on back page) 
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Mothers With Friends 
The role of child care in the 

structure of contemporary society has 
gone beyond the boundaries of 
family rule and become a matter of 
community cooperation. One of the 
first day care centers in Memphis to 
recognize this aspect of child welfare 
is The Salvation Army Day Care 
Center and Kindergarten, 306 South 
Somerville, which is celebrating its 
1Oth anniversary this year. December 
13 has been set as the birthday 
recognition, coinciding with the 
Center's annual Christmas party. 

The Center was organized by the 
Junior League, jointly with The 
Salvation Army, as a pilot project. 
Mrs. Elmore Holmes III, a Junior 
League member and a volunteer 
worker at the Center, said, "The 
Junior League was interested in the 
Center to serve all segments of the 
community, to care for children 
from all income groups. Traditionally, 
one third has come from the lower 
and middle income groups." Mrs. 
Holmes said they wanted to do more 
than provide a babysitting service. 
"We wanted to have an educational 
aspect in the program, too." Mrs. 
Holmes, who has served for eight 
years on the Center's Advisory 
Council, said the Junior League 
supported the Center for approxi
mately two and one half years. Since 
then, funding has come from United 
Way contributions. Fees are on a 
sliding scale. The capacity is 30, for 
children 3-6 years, the latter age 
included for children whose sixth 
birthday comes too late in the school 
year, for them to attend classes as 
regular students. 

The Center is licensed by the 
Tennessee Department of Human Ser
vices, and it primarily provides day 
care for working mothers and also 
mothers who are attending school. 

Media-Ogre 

A SOUTHERN MYSTIQUE? NO! 
A friend of mine told me recently 

that, since the elections, the current 
vogue on Northeastern talkshows is 
for Northeastern personalities to claim 
a Southern connection: their cousin 
on their mama's side circulates some 
of that rebel blood. This new assault 
on the Southern ideal is the most 
cunning ploy yet to fmally eradicate 
our provincial attributes by fondling 
and mocking them. 

There is no Southern mystique 
("thank Heaven"), there is but an 

Hours are 7 a.m.-5:30 p.m., Mon
day through Friday. Breakfast, lunch, 
an afternoon snack and a two-hour 
rest period are among the daily pro
visions. Mrs. Marilyn Post, Center 
Director, stressed the enrichment 
program and its ·focus o:t:t learning 
activities. ''We teach basics," .. she 
explained, "colors, letters and num~ 
hers. We also try to teach the children 
to get along with one another. There 
are numerous group activities, such 
as taking a particular subject per week 
for study. We also have field trips, 
art projects, crafts and movies from 
the Public Library.· The thing that is 
unique is 1 the it (the Center) draws 
from all socio-economic levels. We feel 
that this is a real good learning ex
perience for the children. They get 
a foundation that serves them for 
years to come. On a sliding scale 
fee basis, we're able· to provide this 
well-rounded program to' all these 
levels. The family who pays $2.00 
a week gets ·'the same attention for 
their child as the family who pays 
$20.00 a week, which is the maxi
mum." 

One of the things that impresses · 
a visitor to the Center is the manner 
in which an ageless technique in 
learning and sharing is constantly 
going on. At the beginning of the rest 
period, 12 children were seated in 
one of the rooms. Sesame Street was 
on the television set, but no on:e was 
watching. One of the children had 
started a simple legs-in-the-air move
ment and the rest were copying in 
varying degrees of accuracy. It may 
not be a written part of the program 
but the atmosphere of teaching, 
learning and sharing enriches the. 
Center with the comfortable feeling 
of children at ease in work and 
play. 

- Howell Pearre 

ambiguous idea of Southernness 
which most of us participate in and 
propagate: most of us both repudiate 
and cherish features of the idea. We 
in the South have a peculiar past 
and are usually at a different phase 
of economic development than the 
rest of the country but doesn't 
every defmable region have its idio
syncrasies and isn't that and geog
raphy just what defmes a region 
("and we thank Heaven for that, 
too"). 

"There's no point in trying to 
understand it; there is a point in 
living it" - wrong! That sort . of 
anti-intellectualism ·is what has 
paralyzed every culture or species 
cursed with so-called mysteries. There 
are social and political aspects of 
life in the South which we must 
understand to preserve . and others 
which must be intelligently sub
limated. 

We are what we are and there is . 
no reason to gloat over our new
found popularity - perhaps what 
is really newfound is that those who 
were ashamed of their region and its 
cultural products are taking new pride 
and interest in a heritage they've 

(Continued on back page) 



Bustle On Beale 
About 7 5 years ago Memphians 

traveled about the city via street
car, horse and buggy or on foot. 
Bicycles were relegated to the coura
geous and automobiles were play
things of the rich. Streetcars were the 
C(hief mode of transportation and 
since most business was transacted 
Downtown, the car-barns were built 
close-by at 821 Beale. That meant 
only a short time consumed in 
"pulling in" to the barns and "pulling 
out" the next morning about 5:30 
a.m. 

Thirty years ago Memphis boasted 
one of the finest privately owned 
bus systems in the nation. Under the 
leadership of Colonel Roane Waring, 
the Memphis Street Railway Co. was 
modernizing its equipment by con
verting its last streetcar lines to elec
tric coaches. At the end of that pro
gram in 194 7, all streetcars had van
ished from Memphis streets, leaving 
us a fleet of about 157 motor buses 
and 204 trolley coaches. 

In January 1961 the city bought 
the transportation system and created 
the MATA. The continuing east
ward spraw 1 of the city created new 
logistical problems for the company. 
There was an increasing amount of 
time spent by drivers traveling to their 
outer terminals in the A.M. and re-
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turning with near-empty buses in the 
P.M. Consequently, the Authority 
decided several years ago to abandon 
its property at 821 Beale St. for the 
following reasons: there was no room 
left for expansion, one or two of the 
car-barns had been condemned and 
MAT A needed a more central location. 
The new property to be acquired is 
located near the Poplar-Union Ext. 
intersection, some three blocks east of 
Hollywood St. Consisting of 15¥2 
acres, the total cost is estimated. at 
$10,400,000. Construction should be 
completed sometime in 1979. 

Just last spring the City Council 
voted to replace the manager at the 
Memphis Area Transit Authority with 
the services of a private firm, ATE 
of Cincinnati, Ohio. MA TA plans 
extensive route changes in three 
phases; the first, which began on Sun
day, November 14, eliminated the 
Mid-Amer_ica Circle bus at a savings 
of $100,000 a year and initiated the 
MASH card. Ridership on the re
modeled MAT A system on Monday, 
November 15, was up by 5200 per
sons (possibly owing to a 50% re
duction in fares that day). 

Public transportation has changed 
greatly over the years. MAT A is 
optimistic that its present alterations 
will elicit a favorable change in 
the attitudes of Memphians toward 
riding the bus. -Tom Schrodt 
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ABRAHAM'S DELl 
338 N. MAIN AT JACKSON 

Featuring Sandwiches- Corned Beef, 
Hungarian Meatball, Polish Sausage 
Breakfast Special: Sausage & Biscuits 
6:30a.m-4:30p.m. 527·3659 

11130 til 2100 
lEER & SANDWICHES 

1521 Macli_, 271-9310 

:P%:t.OT BOUSE 
MOTOR INN D 0 w N T 0 w N 

tOO North Front Street Memphis, Tenn. 38103 

THE STERICK BUILDING 

HAS 

HERE'S LIFE MEMPHIS 

Suite 1131 

Sterick Building 

GALLAGHER PROPERTY 
MANAGEMENT COMPANY 

11 OS Sterick Building 
8 N _Third Street 
(901) 526-3175 

BUFFOED AGAIN 
(Continued from front page) 

Just why Memphis Opera Theatre 
chose to do this opera is not at all 
clear. Not only was this the third 
performance of Turandot in Memphis 
in the last nine years, but it is the 
second Puccini opera on an Oriental 
theme presented this year. Surely 
the Memphis public has advanced 
beyond the ABCs of opera. And 
why we must have poor performances 
of the same operas is beyond com
prehension. Unfortunately it seems as 
though some of the internal confusion 
of the company is beginning to 
manifest itself in the productions. 

- David Gable 

NO SOUTHERN MYSTIQUE 
(Continued from front page) 

pathetically tried to abandon: 
respect based on continued self
examination is a characteristic lacking 
in Southerns with an it-must-all-be
better-elsewhere mind-set. 

It is indeed our good fortune that 
the South is not so isolated an 
organism that the quality of Southern 
living must rely solely on the 
Emotional Appeal for guidance or 
for definition. 

- Gerald Murley 

. l loup/11.'· 7~//1, 
ART SUPPLY & 
FRAMING CO. 

ISINCE 1113) 

Mon. thru Fri. 

*... Saturday 

8:30-S p.m. 

planned parenthood~ 
for ~ 

MALES and FEMALES 
who want 

Complete Personalized Medical Care 
for 

FAMI LV PLANNING 
(90 1 ) 525-0591 

Planning because YOU care. 

Diamonds Sold 
& Remounted 

All Types of Repairs 

ACCUTRON REPAIRS 

CHARLES W. COSTELLO, JR. 
JEWELERS 

STERICK BUILDING LOBBY 
526-7880 

We've Moved! 
357 N. Main 526 -1506 

Call Us or Come By! 

earthy celiQlts 
DOWNTOWN ACTIVITIES 

CONTEMPO '7 6 - Cossitt-Goodwyn 
Library- 12:15 p.m.* 

December 7 -County & State Records 

MUSIC & DANCE 
BEETHOVEN CLUB CONCERT 

November 28 - Oberkirchen Child
ren's Choir-3:30p.m. -South Hall 

BALLET SOUTH 
December 4-South Hall-8:30p.m. 

GEORGE BENSON 
December 5 -Dixon-Meyers Hall -
8 p.m. 

LECTURES/DIALOGUE 
STUDENT GROUPING IN PUBLIC 
EDUCATION - Cathedral Church of 
Saint Mary (700 Poplar)- 8:00p.m.* 

November 30 - a town meeting 

EXHIBITS 
NATIONAL BANK OF COMMERCE 
-lobby* 

December 6-31 - Paintings by Patti 
Bradford, Patrick Foley and Chuck 
Johnson 

FILM 
LYCEUM FILM THEATER-7:30p.m. 
-First National Bank Auditorium 

November 30- 'Red Dust'- Harlow. 
in heat on a rubber plantation 
December 7 - 'The Passion of Anna' 
-Bergman's second color Him, with 
Ullmann and the gang 
December 14 - 'Born Yesterday'
Judy Holliday plays the dumbest 
of all dumb blondes who wants to 
get smart. 

CENTER FILM SOCIETY-7:30p.m. 
- UT Student Center Auditorium 

December 3- 'The Four Musketeers' 
FRIDAY FLICS - 4 & 7:15 p.m. -
Peabody Library Auditorium* 

December 3 - 'Flash Gordan Con-
quers the World' & 'Superman' 
December 10 - 'Phantom of the 
Opera' 

THEATRE 
BEALE STREET REPERTORY CO. 

November 26 - December 19 -
'Amen Corner' by James Baldwin 

CIRCUIT PLAYHOUSE 
December 9 - 'Clarence Darrow' by 
Allen Mullikin 

PLAYHOUSE ON THE SQUARE 
Through December 19 - 'Two 
Gentlemen of Verona' 

ON THE AIR 
THE BEST OF TV MOVIES* 

November 29 - (EM-WREG) -'The 
Heart of the Matter' - Trevor 
Howard is the hero of Graham 
Greene's morality tale. 
November 30 - (EM-WREG) - 'The 
Solid Gold Cadillac'- Judy Holliday 

*FREE 

SW BOOK & RECORD SALE 
November 29 & 30 11 a.m.-4 p.m. 

Southwestern Student Center 
New Books and Record Albums 
No book over $1 Albums 501/ 

EXCITING APARTMENTS 
River View I Mid-America Mall 

The Tower, 527-6331 
Mrs. Jolley, Resident Manager 

Managed by The GALBREATH CO., Inc. 

2021 Madison Avenue 
Open 11 a.m. till 10:30 p.m. 

Monday through Friday 
Open Saturday 4 till 11 :30 p.m. 

Closed Sunday 
726-6075 



One Per Cent Art 
Margaret Valiant is fond of saying 

that the richness of a city's culture 
can be correlated to the number of 
its municipal fountains. If this is 
true, then does the new civic fountain 
reflect a growing cultural awareness 
in Memphis? Perhaps it does, but the 
fountain, like all our civic art, is 
fortuitous. Civic art is just an attrac
tive (sometimes not so attractive) an
cillary to projects of the various 
departments of city government. 
Planning in art is non-existent in 
Memphis. 

Memphis needs a program with the 
express purpose of expanding the 
visual arts and of encouraging and 
employing the city's artists to create 
art for public places. If the dubious 
citizens need a model to mimic, 
then gaze in amazement at Seattle. 
In the three years since its inception, 
the Seattle Arts Program has helped 
create 18 public arts projects with 
over 100 individual works produced 
by more than 60 artists. Those figures, 
as impressive as they are, fail to mea
sure the civic pride and economic 
rewards that have been generated by 
the program. Indeed, the visual and 
aesthetic environment has been en
hanced along with the well-being of 
the people of Seattle. 

The solution to the problem is 
found in the commitment of money. 

Media-Ogre 
HERE'S TO THE RECORD 

On November 20, 1976, the Com
mercial Appeal printed a correction: 

It was reported in Wednesday's edi
tion of The Commercial Appeal 
that two former United States Trans
portation secretaries, John Volpe and 
Claude S. Brinegar, left office without 
ruling on the Overton Park express
way dispute. 

Volpe ruled by suggesting alterna
tives to the park routing, though he 
did not choose an alternative. 

Brinegar then inherited the case, and, 
like Volpe, said he did not approve of 
an open, depressed highway through 
the park. He, too, left office by 
recommending alternatives without 
choosing a specific route. 
Unfortunately the "correction" is 

just as misleading as the original 
statements. On January 19, 1973, 
Volpe did not rule by suggesting 
alternatives. He wrote, "I find that 
and Interstate Highway as proposed 
by the State through Overton Park 
cannot be approved." That was the 
ruling; he then suggested six alterna
tives which the State could consider 
in its next application for Federal 
approval: 

1. 1-240 combined with street im
provements, 

2. L & N railroad corridor, 

Paper Waste 
The community paper recycling 

program that flourished last spring 
with the cooperation of the City 
Beautiful agency, is dormant now. 

City Beautiful earlier last year 
placed the recycle bins on gas station 
lots in various points of the city. They 
removed the bins from the Exxon 
stations this summer, at the request of 
an Exxon official. The problem, 
according to several station managers, 
was that the program worked, but the 
maintenance promised by City Beauti
ful didn't. 

"We had that paper flying all over 
the place here," one Exxon manager 

The Seattle program is funded by 1% 
of the City's capital improvements 
budget. This public arts fund is ad
ministered by a Municipal Arts 
Commission in accordance with a 
comprehensive Municipal Arts Plan. 
Members of the Commission act 
from the premise that art is a daily 
public need and not simply a luxury 
of the few who can afford it. 
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The Commission has a specific 
procedure to follow in the selection 
of a project. An Artist Resource 
Registry contains a file of photo
graphs depicting the works of the 
city's artists. Before a work is 
selected, the Commission consults the 
Registry; thus favoritism due to 
personality or reputation is mini
mized and aesthetic considerations 
are maximized. 

Humor Hits Bluff 

Continuing public arts programs 
have proved highly successful in 
San Francisco and Baltimore, as 
well as Seattle. They are all but an 
amplification of Ms Valiant's pro
position: the quality of a city's 
culture can be gauged· by its con
tinuous and planned commitment 
to public art. 

If you are interested in more in
formation or in discussing a similar 
program in Memphis, contact me 
at P. 0. Box 3570, Memphis, 38103. 

-Don Donati 

As I was about to enter the Seed 
health food. store the other day, I 
was stopped short by a proclamation 
taped to the door announcing that 
the Buffoon was available inside. 
I entered half expecting to find some 
piebald fool jesting and capering 
amidst the wheat germ and yogurt, 
toes and dogeared cap jingling merrily. 
Instead, what I found besides wheat 
germ and yogurt was a monthly 
tabloid published in Memphis by 
Full Court Press and appropriately 
dubbed the Bluff Town Buffoon. 

The Buffoon is a sometimes clever, 
sometimes insipid parody of the 
average daily newspaper. Its feature 
stories /are pseudo-serious scenarios 
based on topical events and presented 
in exemplary journalese. They adhere 
closely to fact but have a whimsical, 
if not bizarre, twist. For example, 
the headline for one-half of the No
vember issue announced: "Carter 
Claims Victory In Record Low 

3. Development of mass transit, Turnout; Ford Shoots Self.". The 
4. Any combination of the above, story relates a realistic and reasonably 
5. A tunnel design through the park, accurate account of the election 
6. Not to build 1-40 at all. complete with maps, polls, analysis 

It was not incu~bent on Volpe to of voting patterns and the Ford 
choo~e an alte~nattve but on t~7. Stat~. suicide. It is not such an absurd 

Brmes,~ dtd not then mh~nt --scenario considering- the mueh pub-
the case ; rather the State reappllea licized emotional stake which Ford 
for Federal approval and aid. On Janu- had in winning and his deep des-
ary 31, 197~, he wrote, "With respect pondence after defeat. I say that the 
to the States current proposals, I be- headline was for one-half of the No-
lieve, as did Se~retary Volpe, that the vember issue because it is really two 
open cut destgn through Overton issues in one. In an apparent attempt 
Park. cannot ~e approved under to avoid committing a journalistic 
apphcable law. , He recom~ended gaffe similar to that committed in 
t~a~ the State s re~valuatton be 1948 by a prominent newspaper 
lumted to three alternatives: which proclaimed Dewey the victor 

1. A cut and cover tunnel through over Truman the Buffoon cleverly 
the Park, ' 

2. A cut and cover tunnel under 
North Parkway, 

coppered its bet by running an alter
native scenario in which Ford defeats 
Carter. 

In addition to its feature stories, 
the Buffoon offers a medical-advice 
column, a women's column, letters, 
television news, a television program 
guide and a classified section. But, 
while these sections are sometimes 
humorous, they are not consistently 
so and lapse at times into vulgar and 
banal word play, perhaps the result 
of a small staff trying to maintain 
the same level of humor over too long 
a stretch. 

The creator and editor of the 
Buffoon is Gordon Alexander, who 
with associate editor and co-founder 
Tom O'Neil does most of the writing. 
He is a former student at the Memphis 
Academy of Arts and a Memphian by 
way of Jackson, Mississippi and New. 
York City. He describes the Buffoon 
as an effort, growing out of a 
long-time interest in politics and 
satire (which he calls the purest form 
of humor), to establish in Memphis a 
high quality periodical of social 
and political satire dedicated to 
making people laugh. 

Between three thousand and 
thirty-five hundred eopies are printed 
each month, and sold for thirty-five 
cents each in record shops, book 
stores, contemporary clothing stores, 
and paraphernalia shops in Memphis, 
Clarkesdale, and Oxford. They claim 
about one hundred subscribers, in
cluding readers in New York, Phoenix 
and Cincinnati. The December issue 
will be a special, anniversary edition 
featuring the best of the Buffoon. 

- Harry Sayle 

3. Low capital transit and arterial 
street improvements. 

It is up to the State to prepare 
an alternative to comply with Federal 
laws. It has never been the responsibil
ity of any Federal Secretary ofTrans
portation to choose a route from 
alternative suggestions. The Secre
tary's job is to approve or disapprove 
the State's proposal. 

Two Dudes From Como 

The Commercial Appeal considers 
itself aJ' ournal of record, a self-image 
which lows it to report the minutiae 
of daily events without having to ex
plicate them. - P. Waters 

in Midtown said. "I thought the paper 
recycling idea was real good, but if 
you don't do something with it the 
paper just gets out of hand." The 
bins did not have lids, he said. And 
they were not emptied as promised 
by the City, according to the 
managers. 
· The City's bins were quietly hauled 
in and the its participation as quietly 
ceased. But several community groups 
have expressed interest in reinstating 
the recycle program, with or without 
the City's aid. The Sierra Club has 
appointed a special committee to 
develop a community recycle pro
gram. 

- T. H. Barker 

William Shakespeare was one of the 
early song-and-dance men, as he often 
stopped the plot for a lyrical interlude. 

A lively version of a Shakespeare 
comedy is the current attraction at 
Playhouse on the Square, where a 
rowdy, racy and thoroughly cheerful 
musical adaptation of Two Gentle
men of Verona is the company's 
third production of the pr~sent 
season. 

No attempt has been made to get 
all of the original play transformed 
into a manageable evening. What 
has been done is a marvel of tele
scoping the Bard's heavy plot of 
young love turned fickle, damsels in 
disguise and the tying of various 
romantic knots. John Guare and Mel 
Shapiro have adapted and condensed 
the play, as well as adding contem
porary modes of expression, making 
Verona and Milan as accessible as 
Memphis and Millington. Guare's 
lyrics alternate between touching and 
raucous. Galt McDermot's score has a 
strong strain of soft rock, in addition 
to hitting the bases of sentimental 
love songs, soul sounds and the Latin 
American idiom. 

Director-choreographer Christopher 

Cox has staged the work as an antic 
romp, keeping the action highly fluid. 
His fortunate choice of principals is 
reflected in the exciting performances 
he has gotten from Craig Graeler and 
LeRoi Henderson in the title roles, 
Angee Cockroft as Julia, Dianne 
Collins as Silvia, Darryl Smith as 
Lucetta and Harold Gentry as the 
Duke. 

Giving strong support are Ken 
Miller as Launce and a wonderful 
scene-stealing dog named Crab, with 
whom Miller has several scenes. It is 
to his credit that Miller holds his 
own with Crab, but the odds could 
shift, since the dog is obviously a 
born star. 

The production has two genuine 
show-stoppers in Miss Collins' and 
Henderson's "Night Letter" and 
"Chica Boom," a rowdy parody of the 
Carmen Miranda school of garbled 
linguistics. 

Two Gentlemen of Verona is a 
sassy, downtown-in-the-city kind of 
show, one that makes lightheaded fun 
its closest and most enjoyable com
panion. It runs through December 
19. 

- Howell Pearre 



Neighborhoods 
IT'S TIME FOR COALITION 

Know what we need? We need a 
coalition of all the various non-profit 
community groups functioning within 
the center city of Memphis. 

What if this coalition could in
corporate as the Center City Council, 
a citizens' counterpart to the pro
posed Center City Commission? 
Membership would be drawn from 
a defmed geographical area, and 
some reasonable membership fee 
would probably be required to 
start an operating capital fund. 
Then each organization would send 
it~ delegate to regularly scheduled 
meetings to discuss common pro
blems and initiate group projects. 

Why create such an animal? For 
one reason, the center city com
munities need some form of inter
organizational communications and 
cooperation. The advantages of such a 
coalition should persuade reluctants: 
broad area-wide programs could be 
implemented, possibly with greater 
state and federal assistance; a trade-off 
of ideas and techniques to meet 
common objectives would be facili
tated; and a powerful voice for our 
commumtles would be established 
which could not be denied prompt 
attention. 

Neighbors are interdependent: one 
cannot logically be sacrificed for the 
benefit of the other. Failure to join 

forces for fear of losing the integrity 
or autonomy of one's district or or
ganization could eventually retard 
the objectives of every center city 
community. 

If you represent a center city 
community-oriented organization and 
think the time has come for a mature 
center city alliance, please write to 
Front Street Arts at P. 0. Box 3570, 
38103. We'll try to set up a meeting 
of all interested parties and send you 
notification of all related activities. 

- Gerald Murley, Jr. 

GOT A MESSAGE: an ad 1" x 2.5" 
will set you back only $4.50 per issue. 
Center City must average one page of ad
vertisements for every three pages of ar
ticles, calendar listings, etc. to break even. 

EXCITING APARTMENTS 
River View I Mid-America Mall 

The Tower, 527-6331 
Mrs. Jolley, Resident Manager 

Mana~ed by The GALBREATH CO., Inc. 

MEMPHIS CITY COMICS 

Comic books bought and sold 

Large selction of old & new comics, 
movie posters, fantasy and 

nostalgia items 

1249 Wells Ville Road 
682-9426 

Never try to teach a pig to sing. 

it wastes your time and it annoys the pig. 

9 NORTH THIRD STREET 
MEMPHIS, TENNESSEE 38103 

19011 525-0516 

PUBLISHED BIWEEKLY 
(Except December, when published monthly) 

EXCHANGE BUILDING / SUITE 1300 
MEMPHIS, TENNESSEE 38103 

(901) 523-2622 

Editor: Pat Waters 
Manager & Associate Editor: Gerald Murley 
Contributors: Harry Sayle, Don Donati, 
T. H. Barker, Howell Pearre, Gerald Murley, 
Pat Waters 
Circulation Assistant: Joyce Hulme 
Ad Managers: Don Donati, Eleanor Bowman 

The entire contents of Center City are 
copyright (c) 1976 by Front Street Arts 
and may not be copied or otherwise re
produced in any manner, either in whole 
or in part, without specific permission 
of Front Street Arts. All rights reserved. 

We're going to take a brief holiday; we'll 
be back January 20. Copy for that issue 
(a 4-pager) must be in by January 10. 

• 

Limited Edition Prints by 
BRAD McMILLAN 

Satiric & Comic Views of 
Doctors, Lawyers, Cat 
Lovers and Dog Lovers. 

2075 Madison #9 

Two New Prints: 
The P & H Cafe & The Plant Lovers 

-II, Ill!' II.' 7~11/( 
ART SUPPLY & 
FRAMING CO. 

(SINCE 1113! 

Mon. thru Fri. 

a. Saturday 

8:30-S p.m. 

THE STERICK BUILDING 
HAS 

ALDRICH & ASSOCIATES 

SUITE 2607 

STERICK BUILDING 

GALLAGHER PROPERTY 
MANAGEMENT COMPANY 

11 OS Sterick Building 
8 N. Third Street 
(901) 526-3175 

Diamonds Sold 
& Remounted 

All Typ81J of Rep11irs 

ACCUTRON REPAIRS 

CHARLESW. COSTELLO, JR. 
JEWELERS 

STERICK BUILDING LOBBY 
526-7880 

GREEN EARTH 
GARDEN CENTER 

Bulk Garden Seed, Feed, Lawn 
& Garden Supplies 

"Growing with Bartlett" 

5512 Stage Road/Bartlett, Tenn. 
Phone 382-1810 

planned parenthood~ 
for ~ 

MALES and FEMALES 
who want 

Complete Personalized Medical Care 
for 

FAMILY PLANNING 
{901) 525-0591 

Planning because YOU care. 

~\\\os' 726-6075 

2021 Madison Avenue 
Open 11 a.m. till 11 p.m. 
Monday through Friday 

Open Saturday 5 till11 :30 p.m. 
Closed Sunday 

Famous Greek Food 
Pastichio, Mousaka & Baklava 

/ 

ear1hy ~liQlts 
EXHIBITS 

SOUTHWEST STARVING ARTIST 
GROUP - Cook Convention Center 

December 19-Room M-10-5 p.m. 
TELEVISTA PROJECTS PRESENTS 
- Union Planters Bank - lobby* 
Through January 3 - Forty-two 
photographs by Mike Disfarmer -
portraits of Heber Springs, Arkansas 
(1939-46) 

MUSIC & DANCE 
MEMPHIS BALLET & SYMPHONY 
-Dixon-Myers Hall 
December 18 (8:30p.m.) & 19 (3 p.m.) 
-'The Nutcracker" 

FILM 
LYCEUM FILM THEATRE-7:30p.m. 
-First National Bank auditorium 

December 14- 'Born Yesterday' 
December 21- 'The Third Man' 
December 28- 'Holiday' 

FRIDAY FLICS - 4 & 7:15 p.m. 
- Peabody Library auditorium* 

December 17 - 'Magic of Walt 
Disney World,' 'Of Cats and Men' 
& 'Pluto's Christmas Tree' 

THEATRE 
CIRCUIT PLAYHOUSE 

Through January 9 - 'Clarence 
Darrow' by Allen Mullikin 
New Year's Eve - 'Clarence Darrow' 
at 8:30 p.m. followed by live music, 
dancing, food, drink (setups, BYOB) 
and champagne - Call 726-5521 
for reservations. 

CHRISTIAN BROTHERS COLLEGE 
December 10-12 - 'The Hasty 
Heart'- 8 p.m., plus matinee on 12th 

*FREE 

QUALITY COLLECTIONS OF 

STAMPS 
COINS 

WANTED I 
Top Cash Price Paid for Your Collection 

or Accumulation. 

GEORGE BRYAN 
9 North Third 525-0516 

After 7 P.M. Call 
358-3011 

SA VARIN'S 

HOME OF THE MEMPHIS BLUES 

FEATURING: 
Big Sam The Piano Man and Owen Bradshaw The Smooth Sax 

Nightly 8:30P.M. to 1:00 A.M., Monday through Saturday 

SERVING: 
The Most Delicious Charcoal Barbecued Ribs, BBQ Sandwiches 

& Plates To Be Found Anywhere 

OPEN For Lunches Daily at 11 A.M. 
HAPPY HOUR 4 to 7 P.M.- FREE Snacks & REDUCED 

Beer Prices- MICHELOEB ON TAP 

FOOD PREPARED FOR YOUR HOME PARTIES 

Sundays: Room Available For Private Parties - Have Your 
Own Party In Privacy 

LOCATED DOWNTOWN UNDER THE MALL 
In November 6th St. Alley Between Main and Second 

Just Off Monroe 

FOR MORE INFO Call Marti, Paul, or Lov Savarin 
at 525-9395 or 522-1180 



Public Not Welcome 
Two important public hearings 

were held in Memphis on W ednes
day, January 12, public hearings 
on matters which are crucial to health 
care in the Mid-South. It was startling, 
therefore, to find less than twenty -five 
people at the Shelby County Quar
terly Court hearing on a proposed 
interim contract between Shelby 
County and the University of Ten
nessee. The contract provides for the 
transfer of management of City of 
Memphis Hospital from the County to 
the University. It also requires that the 
County provide much needed long
range capital improvements, which 
include the contraction of a twenty
five million dollar accute care facility 
to replace John Gaston. 

The contract raises serious q ues
tions about the future health care in 
the Memphis area. For instance, 
what effect will it have on delivery of 
health services to area indigents, the 
great majority of whom are now 
served by City of Memphis Hospital? 
Indeed, one of the University's main 
objectives in negotiating this con
tract is to change City of Memphis 
Hospital from an indigent hospital 
to one serving both private and public 
patients and to manage it primarily 
as a teaching facility. 

One of the two speakers at the 
hearing complained that it was dif
ficult for many people to attend at 
10:00 a.m. on a work day. The poor 
attendance at such an important 
hearing calls into question the ade
quacy of a tiny small-print notice 
buried in local newspapers. 

That question was raised at a public 
hearing held at 4:00 p.m. that same 
day to consider the application of 
Mid-South Medical Center Council to 
continue operating as the Health 
Systems Agency for this area. The 
Health Systems Agency is a locally 
constituted, federally sanctioned 
agency which serves as a data 
gathering and planning body for 
health systems in the area. The MMCC 

wields immense power through its 
authority over allocation of health 
service funds and its authority to issue 
certificates of need, which are re
quired prior to any improvement 
or expansion of health service 
facilities. 

A public hearing on such an im
portant issue certainly calls for more 
than a small print (nearly illegible) 
notice buried on the sports page of a 
local paper. Also, the application of 
MMCC is long and complex yet it was 
not made available until the day 
before the hearing and then only for 
examination at MMCC offices; it was 
impossible to take copies away for 
study in preparation for the hearing. 

The adequacy of such notice was 
questioned at the hearing and a post
ponement requested so that the 
plan might be adequately reviewed 
and responsibly critiqued in prepara
tion for a true public hearing. The 
issue was debated for more than an 
hour before the MMCC Board voted 
against postponement, arguing that 
they were operating under temporal 
restrictions which dictated the short 
notice. An appeal will be made to 
HEW on the issue of MMCC's com
pliance with federal regulations gov
erning adequate notice. 

The debate was an indication that 
there is vital public concern about the 
future direction of health care in the 
community and in the Health Systems 
Agency which will dictate, in large 
measure, that future - this notwith
standing the statement by Board 
member and City Councilman Fred 
Davis, who said that poor people 
had neither the ability nor the in
clination to prepare for such a hearing 
even if they were given the application 
and six months to review it.,Is such an 
assumption grounds to preclude 
the public's right to participate in 
deliberations on the future of health 
care in their community as guaranteed 
by federal regulations and HEW 
guidelines. 

- Harry Sayle 

Zeroing In On Zoning 
Few rituals at City Hall are more 

arcane than the Planning Commis
sion's hearings on zoning changes. 
Citizens are met with an alphabet 
soup ofR-1-A, R-5-P, R-TH, M-1, C-3, 
0-2, SC-1, AG, F, and so on, each 
with its own highly defined charac
teristics made enforceable by law. 
What happens in these hearings 
ultimately affects the quality of life 
in every neighborhood in town. 

Zoning is supposed to be a rational 
way of protecting property values and 
isolating residential uses from ob
noxious commercial and industrial 
uses. But we're slowly coming to see 
how closely land values are tied 
to re-zoning; as a recent case showed, 
some Germantown developers can lose 
about $315,000 on six acres of land 
if it is 'downzoned' from commercial 
to residential use. The alphabet 
soup really spells out BIG MONEY. 

The money difference shows up 
clearly in the thirteen different 
residential classifications: they deter
mine how many dwelling units can be 
developed on a piece of land. 
Single-family districts, for example, 
may require 15,000 square foot lots 
(R), 10,000 (R-1), 8,500 (R-1-A), or 
6,000 (R-2). Duplex districts (R-3) 
require 6,000 square feet, while 
townhouses (R-TH) require only 

3,500.Garden-type apartments(R-3-A) 
may have densities of 17 units per 
acre, multiple dwellings of 22 units 
(R-4-A), 36 units (R-4) or 57 units 
(R-5). There are other restrictions 
on amounts of front yard, side yard, 
parking-space requirements, and 
building heights (from 35 feet for 
single family up to 125 feet for 
multiples). But it all comes to the 
same thing maximizing the 
dollar-return per unit of land. That is 
why lawyers appearing at re-zoning 
cases are paid so handsomely; con
siderable amounts of money may 
ride on their success or failure. 

The procedure in each of the 
public-hearing cases is to hear from 
the applicant - while showing the 
parcel and its surroundings on the 
overhead projector - then hear from 
anyone objecting to the re-zoning, 
then hear from the professional 
planning staff as to their recom
mendation to the citizen-panel Plan
ning Commission, who make the ac
tual decision. 

At the recent hearings of January 6, 
the most interesting cases on the 
calendar (printed in full in The Daily 
News of January 5) came at the end. 

One case (Z-2992) concerned some 
land Memphis Housing Authority 
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Why Memphis Is So Obscene 
The problem with obscenity is that 

one person's pecadillo is another's 
crime. Whether the medium in ques
tion is speech or an image, obscenity 
in the judicial sense has been nar
rowed to sexual expression. We can 
and do have the prerogatives of de
nying minors access to pornographic 
material, of using zoning laws and 
city ordinances to define the manner 
of distributing pornographic material, 
of employing societal mores to 
judge the material or to socially con
temn those who produce or sell it. 

With these local sanctions at our 
disposal, why has Memphis become 
the focus of national publicity with 
regards to obscenity? Why has a local 
assistant US attorney spent an esti
mated $4 million of the taxpayer's 
money to prosecute obscenity trials 
of dubious constitutionality? Are 
these trials being staged in Memphis 
because of its Bible-belt location and 
its conservative reputation? Are these 
trials being conducted to execute the 
law, to further a young prosecutor's 
career or to extend a personal sense of 
morality onto the public, whether 
that public is willing or not? Are these 
trials the result of a politically moti
vated campaign against pornography 
by the Nixon and Ford administra
tion? Or are they simply the re
sult of a legal if not social ambi
guity towards pornography: i.e., our 
mores have changed but not our 
laws? 

The legal history of obscenity in 
America can only be called tortured; 
It wasn't until 1957 that the first 
federal standards with regards to 
obscenity were established as Con
stitutional laws applicable to states. 
In Roth v. US Justice Brennan in his 
majority opinion wrote that obscenity 
was not protected by the First A
mendment and that illegal obscenity 
exists when "to the average person, 
applying contemporary community 
standards, the dominant theme of the 
material taken as a whole appeals to 
prurient interest . . . and is . . . 
utterly without redeeming social im
portance." Justices Douglas and Black 
dissented; in their opinion the Con
stitution delegates no power of gov
ernment over the free expression of 
ideas. Laws contend with actions, 
not ideas. Since that time no majority 
of the Court has been able to agree 
on what constitutes the obscene. 

The imprecise wording of Roth was 
a harbinger of things to come. Who is 
the average person? What is a com
munity? Also the burden of proof, that 
a work 'utterly' lacks redeeming value, 
falls upon the prosecutor. Hence a 
porn film could run subtitles of 
Voltaire's Candide and not be illegal. 

With a plethora of obscenity cases 
before its bench and time consumed 
reading and viewing a multiplicity of 
erotica, the Supreme Court was in 
danger of becoming the Supreme 
Censor. Thirty-one obscenity cases 
were determined simply by head 
count. The President's Commission on 
Obscenity and Pornography was in
stigated by Johnson in 19 6 7-68 to 
provide legislative relief for the courts. 
In September 1970, with 12 out of 18 
members in agreement, the massively 
documented and researched report 

(over 1000 pages) recommended 
repeal of federal law "which prohibits 
or interferes with consensual dis
tribution of 'obscene' materials to 
adults." Also recommended were 
three 'positive approaches' to the 
problems of porn: industry self
regulation, organized citizen action 
groups and sex education. A stunned 
Nixon and Senate rejected the Com
mission's report and recommen
dations. 

In 197 3 in Miller v. California the 
Court changed the standard for 
obscenity; now the work in question 
must lack "serious literary artistic, 
political and sci~ntific value" to 
be obscene-along way from 'utterly' 
without value. The rephrasing allows 
a lesser burden of proof for the pro
secution, but what is serious value (no 
one can smile?) and what about 
educational, philosophical, historical 
or religious criteria? What the Court 
did was clearly charge local govern
ment with the responsibility for 
applying local community standards 
to obscenity cases. 

On April 30, 1976, in Memphis, a 
jury of the US District Court con
victed twelve individuals and four 
corporations on charges of conspiring 
to transport obscene materials (the 
film Deep Throat) across state lines. 
Only three defendants were con
victed on the second count of actively 
transporting obscene material from 
Fort Lauderdale to Memphis. The 
Court has not pronounced sentence 
because there is now a case before 
the Supreme Court, Marks v. US, per
tinent to the Deep Throat trial. The 
Supreme Court must decide if the 
standards of Miller are applicable to 
material produced before 1973 when 
those standards were determined. 
If so, would this be a violation of 
ex post facto? Deep Throat was 
filmed in January 1972. 

The trial lasted nine weeks; there 
were 76 prosecution witnesses and 16 
for the defense. The trial was heavily 
reported in the national press because 
the obscene material wasDeep Throat, 
the most popular and publicized of 
the porn chic films, because for the 
first time an actor, Herbert Streicher, 
was prosecuted for his role in a film 
and because conspiracy laws were 
being applied to obscenity. 

Federal conspiracy laws were 
written in the '60s to obtain arrests 
of civil dissidents and political ac
tivists. It takes two to make a con
spiracy and no matter at what point 
a person enters or leaves the con
spiracy, he is responsible for its 
every consequence. Hence Streicher, 
who is a member of Actor's Equity 
and received $100 for.one day's work 
and who had no editorial, production 
or distribution control over the film, 
faces five years in prison and a 
$10,000 fine. There were 101 an
indicted co<onspirators. So not only 
are the makers, producers and dis
tributors liable to prosecution but 
the camermen, the developers of the 
film, the ad copywriters, the theatre 
owner, the woman who sold tickets, 
the guy who took the tickets, the 
concessionaire who sold the popcorn 
and the janitor who swept up after-

(Continued on the back page) 



WHY MEMPHIS IS SO OBSCENE 
(Continued from front page) 
wards come under the long arm of the 
law. 

Can a film produced with money 
from New York and New Jersey, 
made in Florida by Americans from 
many states be prosecuted in 
Memphis for obscenely violating this 
community''s standards? 

Let's apply the prosecuting censor's 
law. If an officer in Erewhon, Ten
nessee, adjudges a new Ulysses or 
Lady Chatterly's Lover or Sanctuary 
to be obscene, no matter if the book 
were composed in Montana, printed 
in Massachusetts and distributed from 
Minnesota, everyone connected with 
the venture would be liable to pro
secution. The author, the editor, 
the publisher, the ad agency, the 
distributors, the bookstore and the 
clerk who rings up the sales - all 
could face prison and fines. Re
pression anyone? 

Words and ideas are everyone's 
business and are guaranteed by the 
First Amendment with no if's, and's 
or but's. Would you trade your right 
to see the film and read the book 
of your choice, or to walk out of the 
theatre and close that book if they 
were distasteful, for all the peep 
shows in Memphis? Can it be pre
sumed that a court, an attorney, an 
officer or an 'expert' who sees porn 
an a matter of course is any more or 
less immune to the porn than you 
or I? The burden of the censor is that 
while he recognizes corruption and 
vvants to remove it at its source, 
he alone must remain pure in the 
presence of what corrupts others. 

Perhaps Justice Douglas, in an 
opinion he wrote in 1971 (Dyson v. 
Stein), should have the final word: 

Whatever obscenity is, it is immea
surable as a crime and delineable only 
as a sin. As a sin, it is present only in 
the minds of some and not in the 
minds of others. It is entirely too 
subjective for legal sanction. There 
are as many different definitions of 
obscenity as there are men; and they 
are as unique to the individual as are 
his dreams. 

-Pat Waters 
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ZEROING IN ON ZONING 
(Continued from front page) 
had sold to Massey-Ferguson; MHA 
requested that it be re-zoned from 
R-4 to M-2. MHA's spokesman Drue 
Birmingham stated his case, showed 
where the parcel was (just west of 
Kansas School near other light
industrial zoning); then John Dugan, 
principal planner for current planning, 
recommended that the application be 
rejected, in favor of re-zoning to 
parking, as a buffer between the 
Massey-Ferguson plant and some 
anticipated new multi-family 
dwellings. Commissioner George Dob
bins agreed: "I don't think we want 
any more M-2 zoning in that area .... " 
The Commission voted 4-3 to reject 
MHA' s request. 

The next case (Z-2995) requested 
re-zoning on Harbert just west of 
Cooper from R-3 to 0-1 for a small 
office. This time residents of the 
neighborhood objected, arguing that 
the precedent would be set for uses 
that would defeat the area's attempts 
to revitalize itself as Central Gardens 
(immediately west of it) had done. 
The application was denied. 

Z-2996 involved locating a new 
truck terminal at Getwell and Shelby 
Drive. The application was approved. 

The next case (Z-2998-SC) involved 
re-z.oning from AG (agricultural) to 
C-1 (neighborhood commercial) at the 
corner of Austin Peay and Mudville 
Road. The applicants were repre
sented by William Farris, whose firm 

may be the best zoning lawyers in 
town. Neighbors' objections were 
that the proposed grocery store 
would attract undesirable elements. 
The application was approved. 

It is said that the Planning Com
mission agrees with its staff recom
mendations about nine-tenths of the 
time. The applications then go to the 
City Council for approval; it sides 
with the Commission's recommen
dations most of the time, but there 
is always the significant exception, 
usually presented .by a good lawyer, 
where the Commission's decision 
is overrruled. 

Anyone following zoning decisions 
here and elsewhere begins asking some 
obvious questions: Are re-zonings 
ever used as a means towards per
petuating racial ·discrimination?· Are 
the cash values of re-zonings apparent 
to the people involved in deciding 
such matters? Should real estate 
people be members of the Planning 
Commission as they are in Memphis? 
Is the classification system presently 
in force the best one? Is the present 
zoning ordinance doing its job? How 
much 'overzoning' to commercial 
and industrial uses has been done 
here? Should the City Council be 
spending so much of its time on 
zoning matters? Is there any way for 
citizens to become informed about 
the multitude of ways zoning affects 
them? 

- David Bowman 
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and Mary' - nioies on the move with 
Hoffman and Farrow 
January 29 - (AT-WREG) 'San 
Quentin' - Bogart and the Oomph 
girl 
January 31 - (EM-WREG) 'White 
Cargo' - Hedy Lamarr steams up 
the jungle - (LLM-WREG) 'A 
Woman's Face' - Joan Crawford's 
face, etc. 
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Drawing The Line 
The zoning process in Memphis and 

Shelby County is slowly beginning to 
change. The little understood but far 
reaching governmental power to regu
late the use of land is currently being 
given exhaustive scrutiny for the 
fust time in twenty years. Recently, 
a two year administrative self-study 
recommended a complete reorgani
zation of the Planning Commission, 
its staff and their relationship to the 
city and county governments. In 
addition, a ~o year contract with 
the nationally renowned zoning con
sultant Richard Babcock, in consul
tation with the Planning Commission 
and eight working task forces com
prised of neighborhood, business and 
government leaders, will result in a 
complete revision of the Memphis 
and Shelby County Zoning Regula
tions by the end of this year. Mean
while, the Tennessee General Assem
bly has been requested by the City 
and County to amend the State laws 
dealing with zoning to streamline the 
land use regulation process. 

What has led to this unprece
dented interest in the zoning process 
and how will it promote the planned 
development of Memphis and Shelby 
County? An answer to these questions 
requires a brief description of the 
zoning system in Memphis, its short
comings and how it can be utilized in 
the future to manage the city's 
growth. 

The zoning system is legally es
tablished by the zoning ordinance, 
adopted by the City Council or County 
Coutt, which defines in detail the uses 
permitted in each zoning district, 
the geographic location of the dis
tricts, rules and regulatforis £Of
amending the ordinance and maps, 
and adjustment and appeal pro
cedures. (This system parallels the 
federal government's system of checks 
and balances in the separation of 
powers.) The legislative branch of 
local government adopts the zoning 
ordinance and approves amendments 
to it. The adjustment board, serving 
a quasi-judicial function, mitigates any 
inequities and hardship which might 
arrive through the city-wide applica
tion of the ordinance. The City 
Administration, the executive branch, 
enforces the ordinance through 
building and occupancy permits and 
provides citizen input and professional 
advice through the mandatory referral 
of any proposed zoning change (dis
trict regulations or maps) to the lay 
Planning Commission and/ or profes
sional staff. 

This system has been in force in 
Memphis since the fust zoning or
dinance was adopted here in the early 
1930s following the U. S. Supreme 
Court's decision that local regulation 
of land use by zoning ordinance was 
constitutional, even though the value 
of an individual's property may be 
reduced in the process. The early 
ordinance was based on Memphis' 
fust city plan which was drawn 
up by city planner Harland Bartholo
mew in 1928. Theoretically the 
zoning ordinance is supposed to 
implement the plan. However, as 
has often been the case in Memphis, 
the 1928 plan was not adopted, 
but the zoning ordinance designed 
to enforce it was. A second county
wide plan was adopted in 1955 along 
with a new zoning ordinance for 
Memphis. The County's zoning was 
revised in 1960. 

These County ordinances could 

serve the limited purposes for ·which 
they were put, i.e., to conserve 
property values and to avoid con
flicting land use and traffic con
gestion. However, the basic planning 
and economic assumptions on which 
these previous zoning systems were 
based were wrong. It was thought 
for example that a simplistic segre
gation of land use would result in 
a quality urban environment. Resi
dents of large areas of Memphis think 
otherwise today. It was also thought 
that when a zoning map was drawn 
and ordinances adopted, the private 
real estate market would conform 
to the government's wisdom. The 
thousands of families living in non
conforming houses that cannot be 
legally enlarged on industrially zoned 
land in north .and south Memphis 
know otherwise. The more than 
2,500 zoning amendments adopted 
since 1955 testify to the 'flexibility' 
of the public sector and its accomoda
tion to the private real estate market. 

These assumptions. and related 
failures of the zoning system are 
not unique to Memphis and Shelby 
County, but have occurred generally 
in thousands of localities across the 
country. By the 1960s it was generally 
acknowledged that in many cases 
zoning had become a legal sanction 
for virtually unplanned and often 
socially and environmentally destruc
tive development or abandonment 
of large portions of our urban areas. 

The recognition of this problem 
and response to it has varied in 
different sectors of the country. In 
rapidly growing areas new land use 
controls and sophisticated growth 
management procedures were adopted. 
They incorporated zoning and sub
division regulations, capital improve
ment and taxation policies to ac
tually realize public plans and policies 
to shape and determine the character, 
location, timing and cost of new 
development. These areas, such as 
suburban Washington, D.C. and many 
California and Florida cities, have 
set administrative and legal examples 
that many cities are currently fol
lowing. 

In Memphis and Shelby County 
the interest of both the private and 
public sectors is to establish a system 
of land use controls and development 
policies which will ( 1) promote the 
redevelopment of Downtown and 
other neglected areas of the city and 
county, ( 2) coordinate and speed 
the approval process for new develop
ment and locate it properly in terms 
of existing public facilities and ser
vices, ( 3) conserve the liveability of 
existing residential' neighborhoods, 
( 4) conserve the environmental qual
ity and general liveability of the 
city and county. The Planning Com
mission is currently involved in a 
complete revision of the existing 
zoning regulations with these criteria 
in mind. It is aided by Babcock, 
the City -County professional planning 
staff, and 65 representatives of more 
than 60 local organizations concerned 
with land use and planning. The pro
duct of their work will be extensively 
discussed when final drafts are com
pleted next fall. 

In addition, the reorganization of 
City and County planning operations 
will promote a more coordinated and 
effective planning process. The 
changes include the dissolution of the 
lay Planning Commission and the 
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Mr. U.S. Attorney 
The U.S. attorney is the prosecutor 

and chief legal adviser for all federal 
agencies in this area. He and his dozen 
assistant U.S. attorneys can help 
them do their job in such areas as 
consumer protection, equal employ
ment opportunities, housing, health 
care, and many other specialized 
areas. Good work can be done quietly, 
without convening a grand jury 
and without splashes of publicity. 

The U.S. attorney's office is also 
capable of getting federal agencies 
to .shape-up and assure proper delivery 
of government-funded programs and 
services. Social Security and Medicaid 
administrative procedures, for ex
ample, might need some attention, 
simply so a person doesn't have to 
go through the expensive and ex
haustive process of getting an attorney 
and going to court to straighten out 
their deserved benefits. The assistant 
U.S. attorney can simply point out 
the relevant federal regulations and 
demand compliance. 

Not that the U.S. attorney has any 
White Knight's job; as Whitney 
North Seymour explained, the job 

Get-aways 
In December I went with the Do

cents of Brooks Art Gallery to see 
the E.dw_ard _Hopper_ _show_ a..t the 
Arkansas Arts Center in Little Rock. 
I was impressed. The well designed 
Center incorporates a multitude of 
uses and sponsors a comprehensive 
arts program. 

A non-profit foundation, the 
Center began as a WP A built museum 
of fine arts. In 19 57 the Junior 
League, Fine Arts Club and Rocke
fellers worked to raise money for 
expansion and endowment. In 1960 
the present structure was built, 
housing galleries, classrooms, a 5,900 
volume library and theatre. The Cen
ter is currently funded by member
ship, by special contributions, in
cluding state and federal grants, and 
by its own activities. 

The Center seems completely com
munity oriented and thrives on the 
participation of local people. The 
small professional staff is augmented 
by volunteers who act as docents and 
staff assistants, man the box office, 
care for the gardens, run the restaur
ant and shop, make scenery and 
costumes and generally do what 
needs to be done. 

The School of Visual Arts has 

CITYSCAPE-

CITY .SIDE UP 
by 

JOHN F. FOSTER 

(Continued on back) 

turns out to be "administrator, trou
bleshooter, enforcement planner, in- · 
terviewer, litigator, statesman, paper
pusher, back-slapper, adviser, writer, 
researcher, negotiator, interviewee., 
and a dozen other things as well." 
Little time or opportunity is left to 
actually go into court; he has too 
many administrative responsibilities. 

Still, the legal tools at his disposal 
are impressive. Unlike state prosecu
tors, for example. the U.S. attorney 
has both criminal and civil juris
diction, and broad discretion as to 
whether (or how) to institute en
forcement proceedings. Furthermore, 
as Seymour points out, "his decision 
whether to prosecute is not subject 
to review by any court, in keeping 
with the Constitutional separation of 
powers." 

While Memphis is making national 
headlines for its prosecution of 
obscenity, other U.S. attorneys 
around the country are involved 
in consumer fraud, urban renewal 
fraud, pollution control violations, 
and employment discrimination. 

- David Bowman 

classes for all ages in the plastic arts, 
theatre and dance. I walked into the 
midst of _t_h_e children's th~atre pro
duction of Finocchio; there were 
painted costumed children spinning 
like tops in their excitement. Also 
for children is the Yellow Space 
Place where they can cut and paste 
and see exhibits especially arranged 
for them. The Center houses the Little 
Rock Ballet, Community Theatre and 
a Sunday night ftlm series. There is 
a local program called Neighbor
hood Arts offering free classes for 
residents in low income areas. The 
Visiting Artist program attracts well 
known artists, such as Barry Schact
man, to conduct intensive workshops. 

What I particularly enjoyed was the 
Collector's show, an annual event 
which brings New York to Little Rock 
and makes money for the Center. 
Works of art from nine New York 
galleries are sold for prices ranging 
from $8.50 to $3,500. I saw works 
by Mira, Toulouse-Lautrec, Matisse, 
Picasso and Reginald Marsh. It was 
a splendid opportunity to do some 
Christmas shopping, but once done it 
was very difficult to part with the 
gifts. 

-Pat Waters 
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transferral of its planning respon
sibilities to the planning staff office, 
which will be administratively located 
within the City and County executive 
offices. The current commissioners 
will become members of a new 'land 
use control board' which will con
tinue to hold hearings and advise the 
legislative bodies - but only on 

·zoning matters. Planning will be left 
to the professional planners and 
citizen task forces appointed by the 
Mayor and organized to deal with 
specific planning problems. 

This reorganization will result in a 
new planning program which can 
more effectively coordinate and ad
minister planning and development 
in the city and county, yet retain 
broad-based citizen involvement. Ad-
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ditional State legislative actions are 
proposed to streamline the public 
hearing process for zoning amend
ments and to redefine the powers 
and responsibilities of the Board 
of Adjustment. 

It is hoped that once these ad
ministrative and legislative changes 
have been accomplished, the zoning 
and planning process will be widely 
understood by the residents of Mem
phis and Shelby County and the 
foundation will be laid for an in
vigorated comprehensive planning pro
cess and a better living environment. 

] ohn M. Dugan 
Principal Planner, 

Memphis & Shelby County 
Planning Commission 
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Response! 
Regarding the attached article ['Pa

per Waste' - Vol. III, No. 25], I re
cently came home from Montclair, 
New Jersey, a town of about40,000 
people. Last year they raised $40,000 
recycling bottles and aluminum. They 
save all kinds of bottles and aluminum 
cans, also aluminum foil, even foil 
that has been used to cover food 
in the refrigerator. 

At certain times, I believe, it is 
the Boy Scouts who pick these 
things up at homes. My daughter 
lives in this town; she told me you 
do not even have to separate the 
bottles from the cans, etc. That is 
done at wherever these things are 
taken. 

I once wrote the Mayor's office 
here in Memphis about how much 
money could be raised, but my letter 
was not answered. At one time 
Montesi's had large containers in 
back of their store where these 
things could be dumped, but if 
these things could be put into cor
rugated boxes and picked up in 
front of homes I believe it would 
be better. 

If Montclair could raise $40,000 
in a year recycling, think what a 
city like Memphis could raise. 

-Mrs. Vera H. Feld 

EXCITING APARTMENTS 
River View I Mid-America Mall 

The Tower, 527-6331 
Mrs. Jolley, Resident Manager 

Managed by The GALBREATH CO., Inc. 

THE STERICK BUILDING 
HAS 

NATIONAL OAK FLOORING 
ASSOCIATION 

Suite 805 
Sterick Building 

GALLAGHER PROPERTY 
MANAGEMENT COMPANY 

11 OS Sterick Building 
8 N. Third Street 
(901) 526-3175 

earthy <EiiQlts 
DOWNTOWN EVENTS 

PUBLIC HEARING* 
January 26- Area-wide Waste Treat
ment Management Plan - Shelby 
County Quarterly Court - 1 p.m. 

EXHIBITS 
COMMERCE SQUARE* 

Through February 18 - designs/ 
paintings by Ken Shen Huang 

MUSIC 
MEMPHIS SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA 
with NICANOR ZABELETA 

February 5 - South Hall - 8 p.m. 
February 6 - South Hall - 3 p.m. 
February 7 - Children's Concert -
12:30 p.m. 

MEMPHIS OPERA THEATRE 
February 12 - 'Daughter of the 
Regiment' - Dixon-Meyer - 8 p.m. 

FRIENDS OF MUSIC* 
February 13 - William Gray, guest 
organist - Idlewild Presbyterian -
8p.m. 

THEATRE 
ORPHEUM THEATRE 

February 17-19 - 'Fat Tuesday and 
All That Jazz'- 8 p.m. 

CIRCUIT PLAYHOUSE 
Through February 13 - 'Tooth of 
the Crime' 
February 17 -March 6 - 'Geography 
of a Horse Dreamer' 

BEALE ST. REPERTORY CO. 
'An American Night Cry: Thunder in 
the Index, Minstrel Boy' -plays by 
Philip Hayes Dean 

PLAYHOUSE ON THE SQUARE 
Through February 26 - 'Thurber 
Carnival' 

FILM 
FRIDAY FLICS - 4 & 7:15 p.m. -
Peabody Library* 

February 18 - 'Farewell to Arms'
Gary Cooper & Helen Hayes 

JEWISH COMMUNITY CENTER 
February 8 - 'The Servant'- 8 p.m. 

CENTER FILM SOCIETY - UT 
Student Center Auditorium-7:30p.m. 

February 4 -'The Hospital' 
February 18 - 'Sunday Bloody 
Sunday' 

*FREE 

0:30 til 21()0 

1111 & SANDWICHES 
1521 Madl_, 271·9310 

)t\\\os• 12S-6015 

2021 Madison Avenue 
Open 11 a.m. till 11 p.m. 
Monday through Friday 

Open Saturday 5 till11:30 p.m. 
Closed Sunday 

Famous Greek Food 
Pastichio, Mousaka & Baklava 

357 N.Main 
Phone 526-1506 

Call Us or Come By! 



T·he Ill Effects Of 
Concentrated Health Care 

The latest skirmish in the struggle 
for control of local health planning 
took place on February 3 as MMCC 
(Mid-South Medical Center Council) 
held its second public hearing to re
ceive comments on its application 
to continue as the conditionally 
designated Health Systems Agency 
(HSA) for our health service area, 
which is composed of Fayette, Tipton, 
Lauderdale, and Shelby Counties. 
The first public hearing was held on 
January 12, but in response to citizen 
complaints that the public notice 
was insufficent HEW ordered MMCC 
toilotd cu1uther meeting. ---- -

At the February 3 hearing the 
MMCC application was vigorously 
and heatedly challenged on a number 
of grounds. But by far the most 
serious and repeated charge was that 
the governing body of MMCC is 
illegally constituted in that it fails 
to include adequate representation 
of poor and middle income people, 
women, students, labor, the elderly, 
major purchasers of health care (large 
employers), and private. practice 
physicians. In short that it does not 
reflect 'the social, economic, linguistic 
and racial populations, geographic 
areas of the health service area, and 
major purchasers of health care' as 
required by the law. This is not a 
new charge, it has been leveled at 

Illustration by Brad McMillan 

MMCC since its initial application for 
conditional designation as our HSA. 

In order to understand the intense 
interest in MMCC and the reason for 
the current power struggle, we must 
look at the problems which prompted 
the legislation creating HSAs, the 
role of an HSA in addressing these 
problems, and the nature of our local 
HSA, the MMCC. 

The problem which prompted the 
legislation is the poor state of public 
health in the United States. We 
should be, in view of our wealth and 
resources, among the healthiest if not 
the health1est people in the worta. 
We are not. And the Mid-South 
area by virtue of its poor and rural 
nature has traditionally lagged behind 
the rest of the nation in public health. 
Indeed, there are sections of Memphis 
in which the infant mortality rate is 
comparable with cities in India. 

The sad shape of public health in 
America is a result of two things: 
inefficient delivery of health services 
and the high cost of available services. 
But, these two factors are not mu
tually exclusive; inadequate delivery 
stimulates higher costs, and higher 
costs, by pushing health care beyond 
the financial capacity of many people, 
thwarts delivery. The result is that 
large segments of the populace are 

(Continued on page 2) 
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Beware Of One-0-0ne 
The 1970 proposal for a Riverside 

Expressway has been sneaked upon 
us once more; this time it's incor
porated into the Inital Coordination 
Report: Route 101 Corridor Trans
portation and Environmental Impact 
Study, currently being circulated for 
review-and-comment by the Tennessee 
Department of Transportation. 

The strategy this time is to win 
approval for 'Section II' (from the 
I.-40 Bridge north and eastwards to 
join I-240) first and then go for 
'Section I' (from I-55 at Crump 
Boulevard to the I-40 Bridge). It 
is reminiscent of the I-40 ploy to 
build up to either side of Overton 
Park and then pressure the public 
into the missing link. 

The study says it must focus on 
two primary issues: 'One is to decide 
the need for and facility type con
necting the I-55 Bridge with the 
I-40 Bridge. The second issue involves 
the transportation facility connecting 
the I-40 Bridge with I-240 at Thomas 
Street' (p. 7). The study stresses it 
is merely considering the alternatives 
-certainly reasonable to do - but as 
with I-40, the 'no build' alternative is 
not considered. 

Alternative Plan 1 would fatten 
North Second from Bickford, fatten 
Third, and make both one-way 
towards the new bridge over the 
Wolf River. Thomas Street would 
also be fattened up from Firestone 
to I-240 extended. This plan would 
be at least a frrst-degree burn for the 
neighborhood. 

Alternative Plan 2 would build a 
new limited-access highway down the 
east side of the Wolf River Harbor 
Channel. A 132-foot right-of-way 
would be carved out of the industrial 
riverfront there, making one wonder 
how the Riverfront Harbor Commis
sion, Chamber .of Commerce, and 
other groups trying to encourage 
economic development will like the 
idea. At the Civic Center this highway 
would dump its load onto Riverside 
Drive. 

Alternative Plan 3 would build a 
limited-access highway down via Mud 

Island and aim it in across the Wolf 
River Channel to a gigantic 'trans
portation mode-change terminal' just 
north of 1-40 at Main, thereby wiping 
out several blocks of the most historic 
area of the original settlement of 
Memphis. The terminal would bring 
thousands of unwanted autos Down
town, instead of leaving them in the 
suburbs where the change to buses 
(or other public transit) ought to be 
occurring. Plans 2 and 3 are the 
second- and third-degree burns, char
ring and maiming the center city. 
So 'Section II' turns out to be as 
dangerous as the old 'Section I' 
proposal proved to be, in 1970, 
when City Councilmen like Wyeth 
Chandler, Lewis Donelson, Downing 
Pryor and others opposed it. 

Naturally the residents of the '101 
Corridor' aren't apt to give much 
trouble. They're a mere 23,100 
people; 86% of them are black and 
their median family income is $2,916, 
placing 4 7% of them below the 
poverty level. Furthermore, their 
housing is valued at about $8,425 
per unit, as opposed to a city average 
of $14,000. So don't expect any 
great outcry. 

In defense of Tennessee DOT, 
however, it should be said that there 
seems to be no attempt to misre
present the facts; perhaps they are 
confident we'll love 101 or leave it 
alone. 

There are some questionable con
clusions, though, such as the study's 
last sentence, saying that there would 
be 'no negative impact on any pre
sent or planned' (p. 18) cultural 
or historic site within the corridor. 
What about all the early city history 
lying in the path of the highways, 
terminals, fenced rights-of-ways, and 
other 'improvements'? What about the 
fine brick commercial buildings with 
their cast-iron columns (like the old 
Walsh Store at Main and Commerce)? 
What about Memphis State's archae
ological explorations in the Fort 
San Fernando area? 

How about the 'no build' alterna-
tives? - David Bowman 

Orpheum Ascendin.g And 'All That Jazz' 
The Orpheum Theatre will reopen 

on February 17th, bringing 86 years 
of Memphis' entertainment history 
full circle. 

Historically, the corner of Main and 
Beale has been a cornerstone of 
culture and entertainment. The Grand 
Opera House, built in 1890, was the 
epitome of nineteenth century ele
gance and was the stage for many 
famous artists, including Philip Sousa 
and Otis Skinner. In 1907 Martin 
Beck of the Orpheum circuit pur
chased the Grand, remodeled it, 
and made it the home of Vaudeville 
and stage personalities like Harry 
Houdini and Sarah Bernhardt. 

Tragedy struck in October, 1923, 
when a devastating frre burned the 
theatre to the ground. Concerned 

Memphians, notably George Randolph, 
Fred Goldsmith, and Millard Naill, 
began work with the Keith-Albee
Orpheum Theatres and fmally, five 
years and 1.6 million dollars later, 
The New Orpheum designed by Rapp 
and Rapp opened. That night, Novem
ber 19, 1928, was a festive occasion, 
rich in tradition. Headliners were 
Rae Samuels, 'The Blue Streak of 
Vaudeville', Corrine Griffith in Out
cast, a photoplay, and guest organist 
Earl Estes at 'Louise', the mighty 
Wurlitzer. Memphians packed the 
theatre from pit to highest balcony -
among them Mayor Watkins Over
ton, Abe Plough, Ben Goodman, and 
Judge Ben Capell. 

The Orpheum struggled through the 
Depression, changed hands several 

times, and was purchased in 1940 
by the M. A. Lightman Company 
(initials MALCO). 

In the fall of 1976 the Malco was 
purchased, renamed the Orpheum, 
and designated for restoration by 
Memphis Development Foundation, 
a non-profit organization committed 
to the rebirth of Downtown. 

A unique musical production, Fat 
Tuesday and all that ] azz, will reopen 
the Orpheum on February 17th at 
8 p.m. The Preservation Hall Jazz 
Band of New Orleans and the Arthur 
Hall Afro-American Dance Ensemble 
of Philadelphia will create an evening 
of entertainment which will trace 
the history of jazz from tribal Africa 
to the South, covering voodoo, gospel, 
hambone, and jazz funeral celebra-

tions. 
Memphis will have the special 

pleasure of welcoming back its native 
son, Arthur Hall, who grew up on the 
corner of Beale and Fourth. Hall, 
founder, choreographer, and director 
of his dance ensemble, credits Mem
phis with its musical heritage, its river 
and its Cotton Carnival for his interest 
in music and dance. 

Appropriately, Thursday has been 
proclaimed Arthur Hall Day. Festiv
ities will begin with a noon-time 
Mardi Gras parade from Court Square 
to the Orpheum - once again Down
town will be alive with music, dance, 
costume, and the hope for a new 
beginning. 

-Jeanne Arthur 



THE ILL EFFECTS OF HEALTH 
(Continued from page one) 
medically underserved - particularly 
the poor, the elderly and rural resi
dents; and those who are served are 
paying more and more for health 
care. 

The front line provider of health 
care in our system is the private 
practice physician; he is the first 
consulted by most with health pro
blems. Beyond that lies a wasteland 
of sparsely scattered public health 
clinics and nursing homes, at the end 
of which loom the giants of big 
medicine, the Hospitals. Most of the 
inefficiency of the present system 
is a result of our failure to provide 
intermediate levels of health care 
services to meet medical needs which 
lie between private physician care and 
hospitalization, such as more nursing 
homes, ambulatory care facilities, 
in-home nursing care, and neighbor
hood clinics. 

Such services would remove one of 
the most difficult obstacles to health 
care for the medically underserved -
an obstacle as formidable as the in
ability to pay for such services -
transportation. The inaccessibility of 
available medical services is particu
larly acute in the Mid-South because 
of our large rural population, and 
because of inadequate public trans
portation for urban poor and elderly. 

In addition to improving public 
health by reaching more people, 
the establishment of in~ermediate 
health care services would lower the 
cost of health care. For example, 
neighborhood clinics would provide 
the opportunity for early diagnosis 
and treatment and the practice of 
preventive medicine, which would 
greatly reduce the number of people 
who would need hospitalization. Am
bulatory care facilities, in-home 
nursing services, and more nursing 
homes would also prevent unnecessary 
and inappropriate hospitalization by 
offering levels of care commensurate 
with medical needs. And inappro
priate hospitalization is one of the 
major causes of increasing health 
care costs. 

There are approximately one 

million hospital beds in the United 
States and about one-fourth are 
unoccupied, at a cost of about 
$20,000 per empty bed per year. 
Yet hospitals continue to build and 
increase the number of available 
beds. That is, after all, the business 
of the hospital industry, and they are 
unlikely to be in favor of programs 
which offer alternative and less-ex
pensive care for those whose medical 
needs do not call for the expensive, 
high level medical services which 
hospitals provide. But to continue 
to over-emphasize hospital care and 
hospital expansion will lead in
creasingly inefficient and expensive 
health care. 

How much does health care cost? 
A lot, and too much. Total national 
health care expenditures is ap
proaching 140 billion dollars. In 
Shelby County alone almost 600 
million dollars is spent. A typical 
family with a $14,000 income (the 
current national median income; 
the median family income in Shelby 
County was $8,671 in 1970) spends 
about 13-14%, or $1,800-2,000 per 
year for health care - roughly one 
out of every seven or eight dollars, 
and the impact is greater as income 
decreases. 

And most of the cost of health 
care is hidden since people do not 
usually make out-of-pocket payments 
for health services, but purchase it 
through insurance premiums either 
directly or by payroll deductions. 
If purchased through employers by 
way of payroll deductions, the em
ployer passes increased premium costs 
along in the form of lower wages 
and/ or higher prices. Also, much of 
federal, state and local taxes are 
spent on purchasing health care. 
Roughly 40% of all health care 
expenditures are tax dollars. There
fore, increasing health care costs 
exerts enormous and insidious in
flationary pressure. So while in
creases in the costs of health care 
affect most direly the poor and 
elderly, the burden is ultimately 
borne by all consumers of health 
care. (To Be Continued) 

- Harry Sayle 

Women In Business 
We began the Women in Business 

series with Mamie Gammon, a caterer 
who was trying to establish her own 
restaurant. We continue with Ham 
Embree who has been a free-lance 
designer and now operates the Studio, 
a design center, and Wanda Wilson 
who owns the P & H Cafe. The 
impetus behind this series is a seminar 
for the small businesswoman to be 
held in Memphis May 13-14. The 
Small Business Administration will 
sponsor workshops on beginning a 
business, on management and on 
monetary problems. For more in
formation contact the SBA. 

-Pat Waters 

DESIGNER: HAM EMBREE 

CENTER CITY: How long have you 
been in business? 
HAM EMBREE: Twenty-one years. 
CC: How did you get started? 
EMBREE: I was a layout artist for 
a retail store. It provided an excellent 
background. And artist with a retail 
background is rare and hard to find. 

It's a good field for women. I did 
that for years and years then began 
free-lance work on my own. I had 
got to know people in business 
and they knew me, so I went on 
from there. It's good to work in the 
corporate structure for a while to 
understand how it works, then free
lance. Charlotte Wilcox and I did 
TV puppet spots and animation 
for commercials. 
CC: Do you have a partner? 
E.l\'ffiREE: Yes, Nancy Bogatin, she's 
a copy person; I do the art work. We 
are not an advertising agency. We call 
ourselves the Studio. We operate from 
my home; we don't have an agency 
mentality. Our business has been 
by word of mouth. We've been 
completely anonymous; we weren't 
even listed in the yellow pages until a 
year ago. Because of our retail back
ground, we began with small busi
nesses that the larger agencies didn't 
want to bother with. We began with 
Haas and James Davis and grew with 
them. As a result we have only one 
furniture and one men's store ac-

FINANCIAL STATEMENT 
January 1, 1976 to December 31, 1976 

CASH ON HAND- January 1, 1976 ........................... $2374.12 

GENERAL OPERATION 

REVENUE: 
Interest ................................ 83.86 
Donations ...............•.............. 70.00 

Total Revenue ................................ 153.86 

EXPENSES: 
Bank Service Charges ...................•... 46.43 
Telephone ............................. 221.91 
Miscellaneous ........................... 171.00 

Total Expenses ................................ 439.34 

Less: General Operational Loss . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 285.48 
2088.64 

PROJECTS 

LYCEUM FILM THEATRE 

REVENUE: 
Subscriptions ........................... 495.00 
Receipts ....•........................ 2000.06 
Miscellaneous ......•...................... 2.16 

Total Revenue ............................... 2497.22 

EXPENSES: 
Printing ................................ 16 .00 
Postage ..............•................. 86.64 
Film Rental ........................... 2219.15 
Projection Service ........................ 275.00 
Film Catalogues ........................... 1. 7 5 
Miscellaneous . . . . . . . . .................... 20.00 

Total Expenses ............................... 2618.54 

Less: Net Loss from Lyceum Film Theatre .................... 121.32 
1967.32 

CENTER CITY 

REVENUE: 
Donations ............. : .............. 1401.50 
Advertising ..........................•. 1492.64 
Fund-Raising Activities ..................... 215.00 
Interest ................................. 4.43 
Postage Refund ........................... 19 .01 
Materials and Labor . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .... 1096.00 

Total Revenue ....................... :·~.--::-_ . ~- ·.' ffls.;s 
EXPENSES: 

Postage ............................... 4 71.23 
Professional Services . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9 5.00 
Supplies ................................ 60.33 
Printing .............................. 4042.50 
Fund-Raising Activities ..................... 136.15 
Sales Tax .............................. 165.36 

Total Expenses ............................... 4970.57 

Less: Net Loss from Center City ........................... 741.99 

CASH ON HAND- December 31, 1976 .......................... 1225.33 

count; we're non-competttlve. They 
don't keep us on a retainer but we 
do all their work. I like the small 
businesses; we're small business so we 
don't have that agency outlook. 
We do a lot of television and love 
that. We work for Seesel's and do 
Tanner's storyboards for national 
accounts. 
CC: How many people do you em
ploy? 
EMBREE: I like to always have a 
student here being trained. We usually 
have someone from MSU's journalism 
department. There are five full time 
people including myself. 
CC: Do you employ men? 
EMBREE: We have one man. 
CC: Did you have any difficulty 
getting financing? 
EMBREE: We've never needed fi
nancing. We do Catherine's Stout 
Shoppe's catalogue - in full color, 
400,000 copies twice a year. The 
paper alone runs between $15,000 to 
$20,000, so we have sums of money 
running through our bank account. 
My partner asked our man at Union 

Planters how difficult it would be to 
get financing if we wanted to open 
an office and expand. Well he hem
med and hawed and said he would 
have to check. He knew our business. 
We gathered from that experience 
that financing would be difficult. 
It upset me and I changed to Com
merce Union. 
CC: For the most part are your 
clients men? 
EMBREE: Yes, 99%. A friend once 
asked me: ''You're an attractive 
bunch of women, has anyone ever 
made a pass?" and I said no. We 
work with printers, typesetters, all 
kinds of people. We work in a straight
forward business-like way and get the 
job done. We've never had any 
trouble. 
CC: Do you have any advice for wo
men going into business? 
EMBREE: I can only be specific. 
If you want to be an artist with your 
own studio, first work in a retail 
business. You work like a dog and the 
pay is miniscule but what you learn, 
they can't take away from you. 



Pottering Your Life Away 
One evening several months ago as 

I sat staring blankly at some un
identified Ethnic and Son TV series, 
and sipped on my Bud as I forced 
down the last bite of a peanut butter 
sandwich, it suddenly struck me that 
without swift action I would soon 
join the ranks of America's burned
out 9-to-5 'ers who fill their non
working hours trying to decide 
between Lawrence Welk and Hee 
Haw. A desparate search for alterna
tives to such a fate led me to the 
surprising discovery that Memphis has 
recently developed quite a large com
munity of enthusiastic potters who 
spend their evenings and weekends 
kicking a potter's wheel instead of 
changing channels. 

On of the most recent Memphis 
pottery enterprises is The Workshop, 
Inc., on Summer near Hollywood. 
Patty Lechman, who heads the opera
tion, offers classes in wheel-thrown 
pottery in what was an old drug store. 
Classes for beginners meet once a 
week for two hours, with one ad
ditional work session allowed per 
week. The cost is reasonable, but the 
student must purchase his/her own 
tools. All other materials (clay, 
glazes, etc.) are included. 

In addition to the regular classes, 
The Workshop offers a unique guild 
membership for potters in the inter
mediate and advanced levels. The 
guild entitles its members to un
limited access to the shop. Each 
member is expected to do a particular 
job for the guild, such as loading the 
kiln or cleaning the shop, in order to 
earn points. The more points a mem
ber accumulates, the more spaee 
he/ she is allowed for firing pieces in 

WOMEN IN BUSINESS

MIDTOWN TYCOON: W. WILSON 

CENTER CITY: How long have 
you been in business? 
WANDA WILSON: Eleven years; I 
took over a relative's bag business. 
I just didn't supervise; I did it all -
truck driver, took care of finance, 
sales and buying - general flunky. 
CC: Are you still in the bag busi
ness? 
WILSON: Yes, we supply anything 
used to pack produce - plastic, 
paper, woven paper, burlap; we 
have a big three months when the 
local farmers bring in their produce 
and we do a big recycling job too. 
CC: What about your business here, 
are you a restaurant - a tavern? 
WILSON: Oh, we do a bigger food 
business than beer and it doesn't 
matter what you want to call it 
- tavern, beer joint or restaurant. 
CC: How did you get started here? 
WILSON: When the P & H moved 
(from 2120 Madison) Mrs. Barnes 
and I were partners and then I bought 
the business. There is not as much 
responsibility when there are two 
people. A business can be a prison. 
You've got to have reliable help. 
It was nothing I planned, just cir
cumstance. 
CC: Did you have any trouble es
tablishing credit? 
WILSON: No, I come from a small 
town and when I bought my frrst 
car my daddy and I went down and 
arranged everything. I've paid on time 
so my credit was established when 
I got to Memphis. 

the kiln. Guild membership is much 
less expensive than classes and allows 
the potter more freedom. It also gives 
blooming potters the opportunity to 
sell their wares at local craft fairs by 
pooling the work of participating 
members. 

Down the street from The Work
shop is a similar but smaller shop, 
The Pottery, at 3965 Summer. It 
successfully combines a retail pottery 
store (largely displaying the work of 
Max Johnson, the owner and principal 
teacher) with a workshop and class
room. 

Several classes are taught through 
the MSU continuing education pro
gram. However, for those who wish to 
avoid the hassle and red tape of regis
tration, classes are also offered (for 
the same price, I might add) directly 
by The Pottery. 

Like The Worskshop, The Pottery 
offers instruction in wheel work, 
hand building, and glazing. There is, 
unfortunately, no kiln in the shop, so 
students never actually participate in 
firing their pots. However, the classes 
are smaller than those at The Work
shop, creating a friendlier atmosphere. 
There is no restriction on the amount 
of time a student may work on his/her 
pots outside of class time. Individual 
attention is the key to Max Johnson's 
approach, allowing each student to 
work at his/her own level in a multi
level class. The cost is the same as 
that at The Workshop, but it includes 
all materials and tools. 

For senior citizens who would 
like an inexpensive and exciting new 
hobby, the Lewis Center for Senior 
Citizens--~ North- Parkway offers a 
class in Creative Pottery to Lewis 

CC: Have you ever had any pro
blems borrowing money? 
WILSON: No, I know the people 
at the bank and they know me, but 
then I never attempted to borrow 
any large sums. 
CC: Did you have any trouble leasing 
a building or getting a phone? 
WILSON: Well I did get mad at the 
phone company. When I was married, 
I paid all the phone bills though the 
phone was in his name and when I 
wanted a phone they wanted that 
$50 deposit. I'd been paying that 
phone bill for years and they wouldn't 
accept my credit. 
CC: Have you had any single major 
difficulty since you went into business 
for yourself? 
WILSON: I never .thought. I just 
accept what happens and then take 
care of it. I worked for the Barnes 
for three years and it was easier 
buying an established business. But it 
takes a lot of hard work. I'm here 
from 7 in the evening to 2, 3 or 4 
in the morning. Then there is the 
banking to do and the groceries to 
buy. The owner can't call in sick. 
It's not easy. 
CC: How many employees do you 
have? 
WILSON: Eight employees and a 
bookkeeper. I could do it all myself 
but there's the time and Uncle Sam 
is happier with somebody else keeping 
track of the money. 
CC: Do you have any advice for wo
men going into business now. 
WILSON: Get ready to work. I work 
but I'm lucky too: I've got good 
friends and customers. I've stayed in 

Center members. At present the class 
is limited to hand built pottery, 
but instruction in wheel-thrown 
pottery will soon be added. Hand 
building includes such forms as 
coil pots, slab pots, and pinch pots. 
The eight-session course taught by a 
senior citizen volunteer costs only 
$ 5 and includes clay, tools, glazing, 
and frring. Membership in the Lewis 
Center is open to anyone at least 
55 years old who pays the required 
$3 membership fee. 

A great find for closet potters who 
always wanted to set up a studio in 
their own homes, but couldn't accom
modate an expensive, fuel-hungry 
kiln, is the Happi-Hands Pottery 
Workshop on Quince. Richard Holly, 
the owner and teacher, offers a 
firing service, cost being dependent on 
the size and weight of the pot. 

Happi-Hands also has regular 
classes, but only in hand built pottery. 
Classes meet for 1¥2. hours each 
week for six weeks at about half 
the cost of classes in wheel-thrown 
pottery offered by The Workshop 
and The Pottery. There is presently 
only a beginning class, but an ad
vanced class is planned for the near 
future. Students are asked to make 
five hand built projects during the 
beginning course. 

Making pottery is relaxing and fun. 
Throwing and shaping a mound of 
clay into a graceful (hopefully) form 
relieves the tensions of work. and 
leaves you with a useful pot for your
self, as a present, or for a profit. So 
if the Bionic Woman is shorting your 
circuits, consider an alternative. 

-jeanette Krohn 

Midtown. Midtown is the only place 
in Memphis. I can't tell you how hot 
I get when I hear someone knock 
Midtown or when I hear someone 
has moved east. I don't think Mem
phis is the greatest place on earth, 
but Midtown is. 

Jazz Juice 
Headlining the Memphis Arts Coun

cil's Jazz Artists in Residency Pro
gram, February 17-20, is the Billy 
Taylor Trio. Led by Dr. Taylor 
on piano, the group includes Larry 
Ridley on bass and Freddie Waits 
on drums. 

The purpose of the jazz program 
is to increase the apprec1at1on 
of jazz as part of Memphis' music 
heritage. 

The four day schedule includes 
free performances and clinics at 
each local sponsoring institution. It 
has been planned to coordinate 
with black history week in Memphis 
and with jazz week at Memphis 
State University. 

On Thursday from 10 a.m. to 
noon at Lemoyne-Owen College 
the trio will give a performance 
and discuss jazz as it relates to black 
history. Friday the group performs 
at 7:30 p.m. in a free concert at 
Southwestern's Hardy Auditorium. 
The major event will be another 
free public concert at 3:00 p.m. 
on Sunday, February 20, at Harris 
Auditorium, Memphis State Univer
sity. 

More Sound 
Than Fury 

Recent past actions are the main 
points of contention in American 
Night Cry, a double bill by Philip 
Hayes Dean now playing at the Beale 
Street Repertory Company, 1957 
Poplar. 

In Thunder In the Index, the 
weaker of the two plays, a man spends 
the entire span of action in a strait 
jacket, lashing out at the nurse and 
doctor who won't give him his clothes 
and release him. He is being detained 
for urinating on the floor of an office 
building. The character is gutsy and 
profane; his most vociferous rage 
is directed against the small spaces 
allotted for answering detailed q ues
tions on an employment application. 
As the frustrated detainee, Earl 
Purdy does more than the role de
serves, and is particulary good in the 
long section in which he describes the 
application and its seemingly in
nocuous questions. He feels that such 
a device is asking him to put his en
tire life into small contained spaces 
and he resents this. The problem, 
though, is that the playwright seems 
to leave it there, with no definite 
resolution on this kind of dispro
portionate anger. 

Lee Petrone as the doctor who may 
not be a doctor and Kelly Stark as 
the nurse are not strong enough in 
their portrayals to match the acid 
of Purdy's performance. 

Minstrel Boy has far more going 
for it, with a melodramatic plot, 
voodoo dolls and an '1-know-you
because-I-married-you' kind of wis
dom between the -llushand and wife 
protagonists. He is a variation of the 
Stepinfetchit syndrome, the happy 
black comedian playing shadow to the 
white star. The star has stopped, 
though, and the shadow is trying to 
make it alone. He has been attacked 
at a stage show by a group of angry 
fans who want the star. His wife tries, 
with her voodoo magic, to make 
him see his lack of identity as a 
shadow and pulls the prelude string 
to an 0. Henry ending. The effective
ness of the ending is marred by the 
onrush of the plot's twist. 

George Gavin catches the self
deprecating air of the shadow type 
with a good sense of off-handed 
exposition. He makes the man more 
accessible through his manner of 
underplaying. As his wife, Maxine 
Blackburn brings a tense mood of 
impending tragedy into the pro
ceedings; however, both actors need 
to slow their pace. It's all over too 
quickly. 

Levi Frazier, Jr. is director and 
there is a brief solo dance by V ergie 
Broussard which precedes the frrst 
play. It is quite free in form and in 
keeping with the asylum setting of 
the play. 

Jon Wilson joins th~ m us1c1ans 
for a thumping blues number at 
intermission, which more than makes 
up for the dissonant overture the 
group does at the beginning of the 
evening. 

-Howell Pearre 

THREE YEARS OF CENTER CITY 
Are you the type that can't abide walking into 
the middle of a movie? You need a full col
lection of Center City issues_ Don't miss 3 years 
of cryptic prophecy. monumental misspellings, 
pointless interviews and timeless prattle. Send 
$5 to Center City Leftovers, P.O. Box 3570, 
38103. All proceeds will go to establish a fund 
to bail out ailing newspapers. 
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Famous Greek Food 
Pastichio, Mousaka & Baklava 

planned parenthood~ 
for ~ 

MALES and FEMALES 
who want 

Complete Personalized Medical Care 
for 

FAMILY PLANNING 
(901) 525-0591 

Planning because YOU care. 

357 N. Main 
Phone 526-1506 

Call Us or Come By! 

Double 
Parked 

If you like TexMex food, the place 
to go is Molly's La Casita at 1910 
Lamar, 5:30-10:30 p.m. The place 
is small and reminiscent of those 
roadhouses in Texas where the beer 
is cold and the chiles are hot. The 
tortillas are homemade and roll 
fresh off the palm, just right to 
scoop up the frijoles con arroz. I 
had the vegeterian plate, a cheese 
enchilada, beans, rice and chopped 
lettuce with tomato for $1.99. My 
com padre had tamales, three for 
$1.00, that were succulent, not 
doughy and dry. 'The best I ever 
had,' end quote. 

The first issue of U. G. Railroad, 
a Memphis magazine featuring the 
black experience, is available this 
month. This month's issue features 
picture stories on John Gunn, the 
late player on MSU's basketball 
team, the Miss Black Memphis Pageant, 
Muhammad Ali and his recent visit 
to Memphis, Beale St. Baptist Church, 
and Miss Erma Clanton and her 
'Evening of Soul' productions. 

Those wishing to contribute poetry 
and fiction or to subscribe should 
write to: U. G. Railroad, Box 3123, 
Memphis 38103. The magazine sells 
for $1 and a year's subscription is 
$8. 

11130 tiH 2:00 
lEER & SANDWICHES 

1528 Madil«< 271-9380 

Original Artwork and limited 
Edition Prints by 

BRAD McMILLAN 
Satiric and Comic Views of 
Doctors. Lawyers, Cat Lovers, 
Dog Lovers, Plant Lovers, 
Burkle's and the P & H Cafe. 

Commissioned Artwork • Custom Framing 
At Studio: 1906 Mignon 272-2120 

THE STERICK BUILDING 
HAS 

PERIODICAL PUBLISHERS 

Suite 547 

Sterick Building 

GALLAGHER PROPERTY 
MANAGEMENT COMPANY 

1105 Sterick Building 
8 N. Third Street 
(901) 526-3175 

. 1/, llf/'111,' ,' "' 
ART SUPPLY & 
FRAMJ:NG CO. 

(SINCE ltiJl 

Mon, thru Frt 

A. Saturday 

8:30-5 p.m. 

ear1h~ <EiiQlts 

EXHIBITS 
COURT HOUSE- First Floor* 

All the Time - Andrew Jackson 
carved from life 

LECTURES/DIALOGUE 
WOMEN'S HEALTH FORUM -Focus 
on the well woman - call 274-3550 
for information 

March 1 - Barbara Seaman, author 
of 'Free and Female'- Art Academy 
Auditorium - 7:30 p.m. 
March 2 - Forum Film Festival -
Richardson Towers, MSU 
March 3 - Women's Health Issues 
Workshop - Richardson Towers -
2-4 p.m. and 7-9 p.m. 

FILM 
CENTER FILM SOCIETY - UT 
Student Center Auditorium-7:30p.m. 

February 18 - 'Sunday Bloody 
Sunday' 
March 4 - 'Forbidden Planet' and 
'War of the Worlds' 

SOUTHWESTERN - Frazier J elke -

8 p.m . 
February 20 - 'A Murmur of the 
Heart' 

FRIDAY FLICS - 4 & 7:15 p.m. -
Peabody Library* 

February 18 - 'Farewell to Arms' 
February 25 -'Rain' 
Mardi 4 - 'The Return of Chandu' 

TRUFFAUT SERIES - Shelby State 
is offering a series of six Truffaut 
Hlms for $15 as a part of its Con
tinuing Education program. Mail in 
registration is due March 18, while 
walk-in registration continues until 
March 27. The Hlms will be shown 
at the First Tennessee Bank auditor
ium at 7:30p.m. 

April 5 - '400 Blows' 
April12- 'Jules and Jim' 
April 19 - 'The Bride Wore Black' 
April 26 -'The Wild Child' 
May 3- 'Bed and Board' 
May 10-'SuchAGorgeousKidLikeMe' 

THEATRE 
CIRCUIT PLAYHOUSE 

March 3 through April3 -'Two For 
The SeeSaw' by William Gibson 

BEALE ST. REPERTORY COMPANY 
'An American Night Cry: Thunder in 

the Index and Minstrel Boy' - plays 
by Philip Hayes Dean 

PLAYHOUSE ON THE SQUARE 
Through February 26 - 'Thurber 
Carnival' 

ON THE AIR* 
BEST OF TV MOVIES 

February 18 - (LM-WREG) 'Shane' 
-the definitive modern western 
February 19 - (AT-WREG) 'Sea 
Wolf' - Michael Curtiz's expres
sionism and Korngold's music amply 
support for John Garfield, Edward 
G. Robinson and Ida Lupino 
February 25 - (EM-WREG) 'Maltese 
Falcon'- (LM-WREG) 'Mister 
Roberts' - Cagney's paranoia per
sonified 
February 26 - (LM-WREG) 'Caine 
Mutiny'- Bogie 
February 28 - (EM-WREG) 'Libel' 
- Dirk Bogarde is excellent 

*FREE 

EXCITING APARTMENTS 
River View I Mid-America Mall 

The Tower, 527-6331 
Mrs. Jolley. Resident Manager 

Managed by The GALBREATH CQ_,Inc. 
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